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[rish News.
OUR IRISWI*TI— LETTER.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
Dublin, March, 1902.
Irish Lanpuage Movement,

The latest dispensation of our
rulers comes to us in a positively
astounding form. You all know,
or at least all the Irish amougsy
yvou know, that for many centuries
a strenuous effort was made to rool
out of the Irish peéople their rehgion
and their nationality.

One of the most effective means of
clouding over all nationality andg
religion in a people 18 to take from
them the language in which thewrr
fathers spoke and in which their mo~

thers taught them to pray. With
the Irish this was an especially
efficacious means, because, of all

races in the world, the Irish were o
people who kept altve their history
a,nd!p their traditional knowledge by
means of spoken teachings, A few
words as to the method of this will
show how knowledge was thus kept
alive and could be kopt alive, even
were there not thousands of sceribes
ever busied with the keeping of those
records which, so early as twelve
centuries ago, foreign invaders he-
gan to destroy, with a purpose.

In olden times, the kingdoms of
Ireland were divided and subdivided,
and these subdivisions again  par-
celled inte  districis, every single
division, sub-dpvision, and district
of which had its own special chroni-
cl.r whose education {for this duty
obliged bim to traip his meniory so
that he had by heart a vaslt store
of historical lore, quite distinct from
has purely poectic Iore. At certan
etated intervals, all these historians
met, went. over togcether thewr  old
store of knowledge and thea chrom-
cles of all notable events that had
teken place sinee the Iast asscembly)
compnred notes, corrected nacoura-
cies, and perfected thew records.
Moreover, these chronicles that were
to be committadt Lo memory were,
for the most part, if not entwely, 1
verse, and for 4 very wise reason
we mmay be shipshod n repeatimg o
prose work and inaccuracies  would
thus shimr in nnmintentionally, ot n
vorse Lthis could scarcely oconmr Thus
were handed down mtact, in the
Irish langmage, the history, the ge-
nealogies, the traditions of our racy,
and hence, when we were (o be
forced Lo forget the rcehigvon and thoe
history of our fathers, the langiage,
of all thimgs, must go, every means
—punishment, ridwcule. depriovation
of education, all wore cmploved  to
root 1L out, with the natural  con-
seqaience Lthat amonpslt the educated

classes, particularly wongsi the
dwellers in Lowns, it practi-
cally daed. Tiut, 1t WS
naver carrect L0 sav that
Trish was a dead language 1here

survived, there clhung through all to
the niother tongue no less than a
gquarter of a million of Irish-spenk-
ing people in the four provinces
The Irish language has one peceuli-
arity over every olher fongue, per-
haps a blessing SU Patrick lefy with
it.  Although its granuanar 1s  very
dgiffiowlt. and at s rich i adioms,
yet, Lhough it was made penad to
learn or speak 1t, our poor pea-
gantry of to-day speak alitinst as
pure, as correct prammar as f they
had all along  been taught by the

maost  careful  and  competent tea-
chor<.  They cannot tell why  they
do 1t, no more than this Spring's

voung hiackbird can tell how b1y
he trills the same notes hits  poarvend
warhled last zear, but certuin it 14
thint the peassant who cannot  reoad
a. word of Irish, the lltth boy  or
girl from the far away Dingle pro-
montory speaks Irish, males  the
dificult changes of aspiration and
ellipsis, of person, mood, and 1enwe
in Irish as many a wealthy middle-
class Epglishman cannot do in Eng-
lish.

Now, we all know that if we want
to learn a foreign languuge and if
we wish to speak that tanguage as
the natives of its country speak it,
we go for & year or two into that
country and study the 1dioms, the
intonations, the voiy voices of s
pecpie f or, if we cannot do  tus,
we take pans to imd oul o native
of Lhe land and learn froin him how
he gpeaks his own tonohne. And
sLill, those who have the gond for-
tune to study m foicign lands know
that even by learming from 1he hod
teacher oblainablo ot home, 5e can
make bhut o poor  atiempt Well,
the Penal Laws being  mostly
abeyance, the Irish  are once again
at iberty to go to school and to
learn their own tongue, and so  be-
gan iwenty-five years ago  that
movement which has ~tirred our very
hearts, the movement Lo regan
that which was lost to so many of
us, How well 1 remember hearing
the learned Idr. 1. It Miadden,
author of the * Lives of the Unuted
Irishmen,” say : I would give all
tho foreign languages I know to be
abla to speak my native tongue *

‘The peaple werc so earncest and so
persistent in ther eiforts to obtain
o, recognition of the irish language
from the Commussioners of National
Hducation and from the Tole e
diate Fducation Doard thal the
Government were obliged 1o yvield a
refuctant  consent, Lo peruut the
language to be placed amongst sub-
jects for exanuation, angd to ap-
potnt native scholars as exaniiners,
one of these exansners bewng Lhe
Very Rev., Dr. Hiwckey, of Aasxnooth,
But, the movement, 1s looked on with
disfovor by o certam class of anti-
Catholies, for our clerpgy are in it
heart and soul, and =0 1t 15 to he
discountenanced by every possible
rueans.  What is  the latest  step
talen Lo discourage Lhe people and
turn them away frowm thewr present
carnest efiorts to learn their native
tongue 7 The Board of Intermediate
Fducation anpounces that for 1he
future foreigners are to be appoin-
tod as examiners in the liish lan-
guago ! A German professor, who
may he able to read ancient Tl n,
but of a certmunty could not follow
a. conversation  amongst native
spealers, has been imsited over and
has  been appomted  exammer  yn
Gaelic Lo the studeny who cannot
understand him and whom he can-
not understaad. and our lTish pro-
feesors are ordeted (o stand aside
OF course the obvions  mwolive for
this move 15 80 Lo disgist Lhe peaple
that Lhey may. one and all, refiuse
to present thems<elves for exaaninn-
trome, that the schools (1o which
tho results of said exauuination e
of considerable valued may cease Lo
wmelude Irish o theos eurreunlom, and
that the newlyv-awakenerd enthus asm
of students may thes be discouraeced
and die out Pheve mos also he hee
hind the move (hat spivit of which
I spoke some time ago as o danger,
that achool of agnostes Wha secretly
sought to use the cducation move-
ment o order to work  misehuef
amongst  our growing  generalion,
bt who see their auns thuacted by
the presence of the Cathalic clerpy,
who are cayerywhere foreniost an Lhe
work, gurding and leading, nhere 1t
15 wise to lead onwaerds,  checking,
wherg 1t 3 necessayy {o check

The eve of St IMatrich's Day was
this  rear made the occasion  for
promotmg the national desire Lo 1e-
vive our language 1ratrichmas, as
the old people call the tine, v
hencefortli 1o he  * Trish Language
Weeld ' and on the 16th et o mag-
mhicent procession throngh Dablin
nrarked the opemnye of this new ora
Throughout that and the following
days, collections weas made m the
ety and suburbs to meet the expen-
se9 of publishimg bhooks and prosd-
me native (neb made in Cornuanyy
teachers and  the ge-ult has  been
cnunently satisfactory to the organ-
isers of Irish Languaee Week

Visit Po<tponed

After all, tho King and Queen are

not coming te Iireland {his vear,

though some cling to the hope that
his Majesty wnil bhe so lacking in tact
as Lo run ashore en garcon during
the yachlung tour he miends taking
al Easter. 1t 15 scaicely Iitkely he
witl do this, wus 1t would be the re-
verse of complunentary, when he hag
just anuounced, with carelul precis-
tor of his wording of the facl, that
his Ministers wilt not allow him 1o,
come as Kmg.

It is said operly that the King's
visit has heen prombued because we
are to have apother rowen of coer-
cion, the emply prisons perhaps as
A matter of economy and to keep
the officials poing—are te be filled
with  political prisoners, and so
forth. It is really most comical.
There is no criue : one judge of as-
size aiter another complains of the
furce of bringing juries together,
sinply Lo conpliment them and send
them away , men are actually being
tahen up on the mere word of a
policeinan, iried, found not suilty
aml sent to prison ! ‘There is no
use in wasting words on  the farce
that 1s being played out here to keep
up an army of oflicials and fight the
last rally for the landlords.

M.B,

COUNTY NEWS.
SLIGO.—A Verdict Reversed,

The Castle authorities have re-
cerved another set-back i the deci-
swon of AMr. Justice Andrews in the
case of Hickic, a police sergieant],
who claimed £500 for damages on
account of dnjuries received while he
was engaged in prevemting Mr. John
O'Donnell, M.P., from addressing him
constituents at Kilmaine last Qcto-
ber. When Sergeant Hickie frst
made his elaim County Court Judge
Danc awarded him the sum claimed,
and drrected  that it should he
levied off Mr. O'Donnell’s constitu-
ency But on appenl Justice An-
drews  has  reversed that decision,
holdmg that the Sevgeant in trying
to gag John O'tomnell was not en-
gaged " n the discharge of his duty
as n pohee oflicer bribging a  dis-
turber 1o justice,” as he would re-
guire to have been to come within
tho provision of the Act.

GENERAL-

Temperance Movement.

Not since the dass of Father Mat-
hew {(neiles o Dublin correspondent)
has (he temperance movenent ogeu-
pred so pronnnent o position an Ire-
Land as it does to-day . nor has it
huen pushed forward with such zeal
and crerpy It s the Teading topic
of the bour and hids far Lo revolu-
tronise  the soctal halnts of the
people, habits that are so deirimen-
tal to thew welfare, hoth temporal
aidd eternal. To the Liish hierarchy
as a body awd to the Tislhaps and
pricais in ther ndividual eapacities
tius  blessed  change 13 almost  en-
tiely due The dlaynooth Resolu-
traus, the Lenten Dastorals, and the
speded action of 1eany ceeclesiastics
the e Ihshop of  Galway,  have
done  thew worl and done 1t well,
This s exvideni (o the merest  tyro,
ret we have people who never did
anvthimg 1o fornard the cause os-
tentationsly callimg upon the clergy
to do thewr part,  anmwng the  rest
Liord Chiel Justice O'J.0n, who ex-
prosased a prons wish Lo that effect
at the apemng of the Assizes in Tra-
lee
Cromwell in Ireland.

Sir Wilham Dutler lec{ured re-
cently hefore the Irwh Linrary So-
cicty - of  Iandon on “ The  Crom-
welban War an o Treland Tt had,
Sie Wdhiern wod heen uhe offort of

the writers of  the lavt v vears
to munmiee the Thrasled 1rassaere,
bt the  esulence of  nonatrated
atrocity was  tao sfras and it

woitld <tand for atl tiee oy one  of
the Bleodiest landnunthe cwong  the
long vomd of hiutan grolt

Thanks from English Miners.
The Trish Nationalist party  have
received  the  fellowing  resolution

BEATH AND CQ.,  DBAPERS CHRISTCRURCH,

R Are worthy of our Bupport



