
PENTECOST SUNDAY.
Pentecost was the namegiven to the feast among the Jews held
on the 50thday after thePassover,in celebration of the' ingather-
ing,' andin thanksgiving for theharvest From the Jewish use,it
waaintroduced into the Christian, and with special solemnity, as
being the day of the descent of theHoly Ghost on the Apostles,and
of the first solemn preaching of the Christian religion. From early
times Pentecosthas been regardedas one ofthe great festivals of the
Christian year,and it was chosen as one ofthe times for the solemn
administration of baptism. The English name of thefestival,Whit
Sunday, iB derived fromthewhite robes in which thenewly-baptised
wereclad. It is regarded as especially sacred to the ThirdPerson
of the Blessed Trinity, in whosehonor the servicesof the day are
directly addressed.

EMBEB DAYS.
The Ember Days are the first Wednesday, Friday,and Saturday

of each of the four seasonsof the year,set apart as fast days by the
Catholic Church. According to the testimony of Pope Leo, they
originated in the time of the Apostles, who were inspired by theHoly Ghost todedicate each seasonof the year to God by a fewdays
of penance;or, as it were,to p»y three days' interest, every threemonths, on the graces received from God. The Church alwayscom-
manded the faithfal to fast at the beginning of each of the four
seasons of the year, because itis at this time that she ordains the
priests and other servants of the Church, which eveu theApostles
did with much prayer and fasting. Thus she desires that during
the Ember Days Christians should fervently abk of God by prayer,
fasting, andother good works, for worthy pastors and servants, on
whomdepends the welfare of the whole Christian flock ;she also
desires thatin the spring Ember Days we should ask God'a blessing
for the fertility of the earth;insummer for thepreservationof the
fruits of the field ;in autumn whentheharvest is ripe,and in win-
ter when itis sheltered, that we should offer to God, by fasting and
prayer,a sacrifice of thanks, petitioning Him to assist us, that we
may not use His gifts for our soul's detriment, but refer allpraise
to Him, the fountain of all good, and assist our neighbor according
to ourmeans.

Vice is most dangerous when it puts on the semblance of
virtue.

Before every decisive resolution the dice of death must be
thrown.

Practical education implies the art of making activeanduseful
what we learn.

When we see themantle of our guilt on someone else, how
quickly we condemn ourselves.

Prudence is common sense well trained in theart of manner,
of discrimination, and of address.

He alone who can resist the genius of the age, the toneoffashion, withvigorous simplicity and moral courage is a man.
A psalm which cultivates the spirit of gratitude is a psalm

which we ought often toread. If we weremore grateful, both our
joy and our strength would be increased. Gratitude is born in
hearts which take the time tocount up past mercies.

To enjoy alone is to be able to share. No participation can
make that of value whichin itself is of none. It is not love alone,
butpride also, and often only pride, that leads to the desirefor
another tobe presentwithus in possession.

There is nopart of the history of Jesus but Mary has her part
init. There are those who profess to be His servants who think
thather work was ended when she bore Him,and after that she
had nothing to do but disappear and be forgotten. But we, O
Lord, Thy children of the Catholic Church, do not so think of Thy
Mother.

A wise andhigh-principled person avoids,if possible, the office
of confidant to husband and wife, to kindred or friends of long
standing during the time of their slight estrangements. Butif the
confidence is forceduponhim, he remembers, even thoughno reser-
vation has been made, nopledge exacted, thatitia a confidence of a
most sacred kind,

He who lives without a definite purpo°e achievesno higher end
than to serve as a warning to others. Heis a kind of bellbuoy,
mournfully tolled by the waves of circumstance tomark the rocks
or shoals whichare to be avoided. What the suu glass does to the
sun's rays— converge them until they become ablazing andirresis-
tible pomt— that a definite purpose does to the energies of the soul.
Itbrings them to a focus,and achievement follows as a matter of
course.

The recent bazaar in »id of the Catholic church at Albury
yielded over £600.

The VeryRev.Dean Hegarty,P P., V.F.,Kyneton, is about to
take a well-earned twelve months' leave of absence after 30 years'
labor on theVictorian mission.

A veryold resident of theGraUben Gullen distriotpassedaway
reoently, in the person of Mr John Kelleher,at the age of 90 years.
Deceasedwasa native ofCounty Clare,Ireland,and hadbeen a resi-
dentof New South Wales for over 60 years.

Speaking theotherday at apicnic organised by theHibernian
Society in honor of his Lordship the Bishop of Maitland,Mr R.McCormaok, district president of New South Wales, said that the
totalmembershipof the H.A.C.B.Society in New South Wales was
Bomething over 4000,and the funds aggregated £25,000. In the
whole of the States the Booiety hada membership of 21,000, with
funds amounting to £125,000. Out of this number there were8000
members inVictoria,andhe wasglad to say that the 2500 members
inNewSouth Wales twelve months agohad been increased by 1500
during that period. He regarded this as a good augury that they
would equal, if not surpass, the number of members inVictoria
within» space of a few years.

The narrow jealousiesof a small coterie of busybodies inMel-
bourne havelanded a Bociety journal called Table Talk in trouble.
That journalreoently made a Bta£ement which, though amusingto
Catholics, needed a prompt contradiction. That contradiction
appearedin Table Talk's last issue as folows :

— 'Sir,— The follow-
ingparagraph appears in your issue of the10th instant :

"
Grati-

tude is a distinguishing trait in Miss Amy Castles's character. She
gives 30 per cent, of her Australian earnings to the Catholic Church,
As she is paid £750 for the three Melbourneconcerts, the share of
CatholicChurch is £250. Thiß statement is made by people whoare
privy to the agreement with Miss Castles, but it may,nevertheless,
not be true." The first line we believe to be entirely true. The
rest of theparagraph we know tobe absolutely without foundation.
On behalf of Miss Castles, we requestthat youwill be good enough
either to publish our letter or make the necessary correction in
suitablemanner in yournext issue.

—
Yours truly, Gavan Duffy and

King, 69 Chancery lane, Melbourne. April 15, 1902.'
—

[We stated
'it may.nevertheless,not be true.' The statement,however, was
generally made by respectablepeople,and we are glad to find that
it is now authoritatively contradicted.— Editor, Table Talk.]

Smarting under the criticism evoked by the garbled 'points'
cabled during the week respectingan article he has contributed to
an English newspaper, Mr. Wood, History Professor at the bydney
University (says the Freeman's Journal), applies auseful sidelight
to themethods of the cableman in general,and particularly on the
subject of Ireland. Writing to the Mor?iitig Herald, Mr. Wood
Bays:

— ' Inanarticle, which not havingseen, you abuse, one point
which Iventured to emphasize was the disadvantage we in
Australia suffer in that, being five weeksaway from England, we
arefor thatperiodentirelyatthemercyof thecabler. Welearnwhathe
chooses to tell us,and we learn no more. Now, with the best will
in the world,no cabler cando justice to the news of the day in a
few phrases. He has to select onesentence out of ahundred, an'i
he naturally selects that sentence which,in his opinion,will be of
most service tohis employersand give most pleasure tohis readers.
So, e.g., it was cabled, if my memory servesme, a few weeks ago
that John Morley had expresseddisapprovalof the reception given
by someIrish members to the newsof the captureof LordMetauen.
When the English newspapers arrived we found that this was one
sentence from a great oration dealing with the general political
situation from the Liberal standpoint. All Australians have read
the sentence. How many have read the great plea for justice to
Ireland from which it was wrenched? Your cable as to whatyou
call

"
the gist" of my article is a goodexample of the disadvantage

Ispeak of.'
A few Sundays ago a very largegathering of the parishioners

of St. Mary's, St. Kilda East, Melbourne, assembled to witness the
interesting ceremony of laying the memorial stone of the new
Catholic Hall and Club rooms, now in course of erection at the
intersect;on of Dandenong road, and Westbury street. His Grace
the Archbishop of Melbourne, who was accompaniedby the Very
Rev. Dean Phelan, was received by the Very Rev T. Lynch, P.P.,
Revs. J. Norris and J. Barry,and the buildingcommittee. After
the ceremony had been performed the VeryRev.T.Lynch,pastor
of St.Mary's, said that they were all awareof the object of that
day's meeting, viz., to help to liquidate the debt on the hall and
ground, which amounted to about £7500. The hall itself would
coßt about £5000, and the land £2500. He felt confident that the
whole of the debt would be paid in a short time, for he knew the
intelligence, zeal and generosity of his own people,and the generous
sentiments of non-Catholic fellow-citizens, many of whom had,
unsolicited,handed in generous contributions towards the coat of
the hall. He hoped that the spirit of goodwill would long continue
amongst the citizens of St. Kilda. Certainly, onhis part,nothing
would be wanting to foster and encourage the bond of union
amonst all classes of citizens. Later on Father Lynch readapartial
list of Bubscriptions received before the ceremony, the principal
being :— Mr. Fitzsrerald £100, Mr. A. Tobin £100, Mrs. Tobin £100,
Father Lynch £100, Catholic Young Men'B Society £100, Mr. W.
Rigg £50, Mr. D. Day £50, Mr. Retallick £50, Dr. R. Power £30,
Mr.J.G. Duffy £25, Mr. J. W. O'Halloran £25, Mr. P. Acton £25,
Ladies' Branch Hibernian Society £20, Women's Branch Sacred
HeartSodality £30, Men's do. £20, Children of Mary 20 guineas.
The totalsubscriptions,exceeded £2000.

Thursday,May 15, 1902.]

INTERCOLONIAL.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Friends at Court
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR

May 18, Sunday.
—

Pentecost Sunday.„ 19, Monday.
—

Feria.„ 20, Tuesday.— St. Felix of Cantalice,Confessor.„ 21, Wednesday.— Ember Day„ 22, Thursday.— St. John Baptistde Rossi.„ 23, Friday.— Ember Day.„ 24, Saturday— Ember Day. St.Greogry 111.,Popeand Con-
fessor.
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Inconnection with the Dunedin winter races, to be held on
May 21and 24, holiday excursion tickets will be issued on the
Governmentrailways from any station on the Hurunui-Bluff sec-
tion to Dunedin from May 17 to 23, and from stations between
OamaruandClinton also by morning trainon 24th inst....
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