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cealed. Early in the present centary it was dispoverad by the
parish priest of Cong, whose sucaessor handed it over to the Royal
Irish Academy, where it ie now an object of admiration,

BCULPTURE,

The genesis of all true art is to be found in man's consciona-
ness of the supernatural, and in the impulse of his gpiritual nature
to give it externsl form and expression. The pre-historia ruins of
Egypt, Ohiva, Babylon, Phoenigia, Pern, were temples or manso-
leums, The buildings erected in honor of the gods are the omniy
warks of man which time has not been ables tv destroy, In Ireland
senlpture was employed only to give exprassion to the religions
Taith of the people, The High Crosses of Monasterboice, of Kells,
of Tuam, of Cong, of Clonmacnoise, and forty others, may be called
80 many religious epics in stome. The artists who exeonted these
crosses possessed not alene a knowledge of the Roman and Byzan-
tine schools, but they endenvored to picture forth, by historical and
symholical groups, the mystery of man's fall and the Divine plan of
the Redemption, To such perfestion had this style of artistic re-
presentation been brought in Ireland that in varions fragments of
Irigh literature we find minute directions to the mrtist to be fol-
lowed in representing Christ and His Apostles,

The relics of Irieh senlpture which have esanped the ravage
of the Cromwellian icongolasts are 200 Ogham stones, 250 inecribed
mausoleums, 7 pillar stones, 4 altar stones, 45 high crosses, 32 of
which are highly ornameated, and 8 of which bear very interesting
incriptions,

THE DECORATIVE OR ILLUMINATING ART.

Before the invention of printing the pieservation of all litera-
ture depended on the writers and transcribers of manuseripte. For
their labors in this sphere the muoh-malipned monks of the Cath-
olic Church have placed modern civilisation under a deep debt of
gratitude, They kept alive the embers of ancient learning and
handed them down to succeeding generations. The tranroription of
manugeripts formed so ivaportant a part of the monastic dizoipline
that the great Bf. Columba is said to have written 300 works with
his own saintly hands,

‘ The Book of Kells, the wonder of tha warld, was written and
illuminated by this great scholar and missionary. 1 bave seen this
wonderful book in the library of Trinity College, Dublin ; but I
lenve others to desoribe it. One of the greatest aathorities on art is
Wyatt, Mr Wyatt says: ‘It is to Ireland that the rich atyle of
manuscript ornamentation is due, IXrish art was original, snd of
marvellous perfection, . . In delicacy of handling, the minute
but fauliless exeoution, the whole range of paleography offers
nothing comparable to these early Irish manuscripts, and those pro-
duced in the samie style in Eogland. When in Dublin some years
ago I had the opportunity there of studying carefully the mosat
marvellous of all, ¢ The Book of Kells'; some of the ornaments I
attempted to copy, but broke down in despair. No wonder that
tradition should allege that these unerring lines had been traced by
angels. Wa freely confess that in the practice of illumination at
least they (the Irish) appear in advance, both in wechanicsl execn-
tlon and originslity of desige, of all Europe, and of ths Anglo-
Saxon in particular,’ i

LITERATURE,

National traditions assign a high siate of enltivation to the
pagan Irish. But, without granting to these a greater degree of
credibility than they etristly deserve, it must be admitted that the
immense quantity of literary relios, relatitg to pre-Christian times,
oould onlr bave been transwmitterd to us by sume form of written
record, It is beyond doubt that on his arrival in Irelund St Pat-
rick found a regularly defined sy<tem of Iaw, and a fixed classifica-
tion of the people under the swoy of & single monarch, presiding
over subordinate provincial kings,

Everyone hae heard of the Brehon laws. They weore a code of
legislation by which the inhabitanta of anciens Ireland wera
governed, The English Parliament attached sueh’ importancs to
this venerable legul institute of ausiquity that in the year 1852 u
Royal Comuission was i-sued to 12 distingnisbed jurists, noblewen,
and Celtio scholars for the transcription and translation of the
Brehon Laws, Four volumes have been already issu-d from the
press, and a sum of over £10,000 bhaw basn pranted by the British
Government sowa s the expenses of tha publiation ef the work.

The names of John M-Huale, Avchbissep of Tuam, bngous
O'Curry. aud Jobn O'Do .ovan ure the three who are inseparably
connecred with the resuscitation of the langunge and literature of
the Irish nation. The venerated Archbishop’s genius was synthetie,
while that of the other two was analytieal. [ir, M-Hale transintd
portions of the Bible, of Homer, and nearly all of Mo-rss Melodies
into the old language of the Gae!, Ha was slso the author of many

works both in Boglish and in Irish, ove of the most beautifal of

which is & poem in the two languages composed in 18bt, on the
occasion of the Defiuition of the Dogron of the Immaculate Councep-
tion. Bugene 0'Ontry and Dr. O'Dovrovan were the great kiy-
holders who unlocked the doors of the treasury of Irish Literature.
Many of the books of ancient Ireland have b.&n last in the wreak
in which the couatry was isvolved, but enouyrh of their slory re-
matns to prove the country’s clalm to a high degres of iterary
oulture.

Whete are bouks of Irich literstura to be found? They are to
be found in the libraries of Trinity College and the Royal Iri-h
Academy, Dublin; in the libraries of Oxfurd and the Briti-h
Mus:um; in t e libraties of TLouvain, Bruswels, B.sle, Tarin,
Bobbio, ¥chaffhanasen, Vienna, Copenhagzen, What do they ¢ nsist
of ! They comprise general and national histovy, cimil and ecolest-
astical records. Livis of sains, geueslogical materials, poetry, ro-
mance, tracts vn mediving, mufncwativs, grapimar, geograpby, aud
astronomy.

To enfer into a minnte analysiv of these works wauld reqnire
considerab.e time Here I will only say that many of them are
productions of real literary m rit,

MURIO AND POETRY,

Poetry and song have been called tha autobiography of a race—
the essence of a nation's history, The themes to which they attach
themaelves are either those critical periods on which the fortunes
of & people ture, or such incidents of & lighter vein as illustrate the
national characteristiocs. The records of no other country in the
world afford a truer illustration of this interpretation of the voga~
tion of the poetical muse than those of Ireland,

Acoording to the ancient Trish records, Ossian was the Homer
of Erin, What the laster did for the scattered remaing of Greoian
poetry, the former did for the bardic songs of Ireland, Some of
his productions have been pronounced worthy of the ¢ blind bard of
Chios’ Born in the third century hefore the Ohristinn era, popular
tradition represents him as uniting in himeelf the threefold prero-
gatives of poet, hero, and warrior. Several of the Qssianic poems
bave been translated into English verse by Irish posts, The fol-
lowing. are the hest known +—'Congal,’ ‘Tain Bo Cuailgne,
‘ Conary, ' Mesgedrs,'  Naming of Cuchulin,’ by Sir Samnel Fer-
guson ; ‘The Foray of Queen Maev,’ by Anbrey de Vere ; and ¢ Tha
Lay of Ossisn on the Land of Perpetual Youth,' by T. D, Sullivan,

If it be urged thas, after all, Irish history cannot bossti of any
great work of genius like those of the age of Pericles in Greece,
and of Augustus in Bome, it must be remembered that the records
of the world contain only comparatively few of such epochs—that
inspiration is a grace, and that lsbor is 8 law. Moreover, it must
be remembered thet the Irish nation was arrested inm it develop-
ment. During the 300 years whioh succeeded the introduotion of
Christianity into the conntry, its people advanced so rapidly in the
arta of civilised life that they gave promise of a Tutvre-as brilliant
as the great ages of Grecian or Augnstan literature. -Then came
the nation's struggle, not for her literature and art, but for her
very existence.

The Gerl_ngm philosopher, Goerres, thus refers to Ireland : ‘The
affrighted spirit of truth bad flown during the Gothic irreptions
into Burope, and there (in Ireland) made ita abode in safety, until
Hurope returned to repose, when these hospitable philorophere who
had given it an asylum were called by Europe to restore its effnl-
gent light over her bedarkened forests’ Rut thisn golden age of
Irieh history was soon brought to a dissstrous termination, Attrac-
ted by the treasures of her churches, monasteries, and gohools, the
Danes, who were a nation of pirates and plunderers, landed on the
Irish shorea in the year 790. = for nearly 800 years they kept up a
system of guerills’ warfare, which was as provoking to a soldier
raoe, acoustomed to meeb stheir enemy in the field, ag it was rninoua
fo religion and education. At length, driven to desperacion, the
Irish, under King Brian Boru, rose as one man, and on the field of
Clontarf broke the Danish power tor aver, The intensity of the
struggle msy be estimnted from the fact that England, two cen-
turies before the battla of Clontarf, had snbmitted to the fierce
pirates whom the Irich conquered and expelled from their shores,
The country made giant efforts to rebuild her ruined temples,
monaateries, and Bohools, Bnk another visitation wag near at hand,
The Anglo-Normans came, says Froude, with unconsecious irony, to
complete the oivilisation whick the Danes had commenced, From

that hour to the present the history of Ireland is written in blood
snd tears, o

Death of Archbishop Corrigan.

>

Ts® death is roported by cable of the Most Rev, Dr, Corrigan,
Archbishop of New York, at the age of 63. The deceased prelate
wad born at Newark on Augngt 18, 1839 ; educuted at Bt, Mary's
College, Wilmingto:, Delaware, and Mount St. Mary's, Emmaeta-
burg, Maryland. He was ordained priest at Rome in 1863, waa
afterwards Professor of Dogmatic Taeology an 1 Sacred Heiiptare st
Beton Hail College, Orange, N.J,, and President in 1863, He waa
coasterated Bishop of Newark, NJ, in 1873, and made Coadjutor
lo kiy Eminence Cardinal MuCloskey, Archbichop of New ork,
with right of sucecssion, Ovtober 1, 1880. He succeeded to the See
Uctorer 10, 1885, und was made Assistant st the Pontifical Throue
April 19, 1587,

Mew York was ereated & See in 1808, and an Archbishaprie in
1850  The Archiit cere of New York is the most poruious in tha
Umited Statex, The Catholis population is set down at 1,200,000,
bt 1his is an approximation, and a careful census would prubably
add considerably to this estimace, From this it will he seen that
the Cathilic pupulation of the Archdiocess in nearly equal to doubla
the Furopesn populution of New Zealand, and close on one and a
half times the Catholie popitiation of the Australasian Colonies, In
the City of New Youk alone there are more Catholic churches than
in the whole of New Zouland, whilst in the whole of the Arch-
dincese the churches, chapels, and stations make a grand total of
740, equal to vie-half the number of Cutholia churohes, eto., in the
Austrulasian  OColonies. The priests npumber 716, and the
children in Oatholic scheols and ouaritable  institations
make u total of cluse on 72,000,

True morriment may be distinguished from false by the fack
that it bears refisction ; we eaa thivk of it with pluasure next day
and next week, .

Yoo can make no mistake in buying an ‘ Exeelsior’ rlough
Price: Double furrow, £11 10s; threo furrow, £16 10s. A trial
given. Morrow, Bassett and Co., sole sgents in New Zealand,

A evingle tiial suffices to prove the Foxton ; the lease and fur-

niture of efficacy of WITOHES OIL for external and internal
uge—* *

Hancock’s “ BISMARK” LAGER BEER.
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