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We had not intended to commence a collection of stories
illustrative of Irish wit, but the latest to come under our noatice
—a story from the seat of war—is so good that we cannot re-
frain from adding it. Ttis told by * The Flaneur,’ the genial
and entertaining contributor to the Sydney Freeman. In the
last number of the Freeman to hand * The Flaneur’ says :—

Amongst the items of war from the front’ to-day is a
good one which tells of a raw recruit, one Tim Murphy, who
joined the Rangers, although the only horses he ever had any
experience of were the saw-horse and the clothes-horse his
mother owned. Along with the rest of his awkward squad Tim
was taken out to dnil one fine day, and as fuck would have it
he was allotted one of the worst * buckers ' in the whole regi-
ment, ‘ Now men,’ said the sergeant, as the crowd was lined
up, ‘ remember this-—no man is to dismount before he receives
the order from his superior officer—mind that now.” Then off
they went for a jaunt, but Tim was *ofl * first of all; in fact, he
had barely thrown his leg over his vicious brute before he was
shot aloft like a rocket and came down with a sickening thud
that shook every bone in his body. Presently the sergeant
came along to where Tim was dusting his clothes, and shouted:
¢ Hello, Murphy, you've dismounted, 1 see?’ * Ves, sir,” said
Tim dejectedly. “And did you get an order to do so from
headquarters ? ° demanded the officer. * No, sir,’ replied the
ready-witted Irishmen, 'l got my order from the hindquarters,
and, by gannies, [ never obeyed an order half as quick before
in all my born days.’

Lessons from Catholic Canada.

Mr. Robertson James, an eminent American student of
sociology and a brother of Prof. William James, of Harvard,
has recently been studying the political and social life of the
people in the great Catholic Province of (Juebec and has fust

ublished in the Boston Transcript some of the results of his
investigations. Mr, James’s articles are, to Catholics at least,
specially interesting reading, furnishing as they do a complete
vindication of the Church from the charge—which ignorant and
ill-read Protestants are so fond of levelling against her—of
being the necessary and deadly foe to freedom and good
citizenship. So far {from this being the case Mr, James shows,
what historians before him have often shown, that the Church
is the true champion and friend of freedom and social order,
and he declares that in no country in the world is there a
higher level of civil liberty and good citizenship than in Catholic
Quebec, Hereare his own words :

‘It would be difficult to find evidence in French Canada to
substantiate the claims sometimes made by moralsts that
Rome keeps a nation in material and political servitude and
blinds the ignorant te what to-day is called civilisation. Pro-
bably in no country under the sun can a greater measure of
political privilege be exercised than 1s to-day exercised by the
most obscure «iticen of the Province of Quebec; and it would
be difticult to find a mitlion and a balf of people elsewhere who
exhibit a like degree of thrit, content, courage, and respect for
laws, At Quebec and Montreal there will naturally be iound
a body of police, but 1t does not appear that the vocation of a
constable is an arduocus one. The statistics of the Recordor’s
Court in Montreal, just published, show an cxtraordinary de-
crease in crime during the last 10 years, especially in the par-
ticular of drunkenness. And yet Dlontreal, which
may be said to exhibit largely the fruits of Catholic influence,
goveruas itsell without ewther the aid of Dr, Parkhurst or Br.
Croker, and locks not for gifts from Carnegie or Rockeleller.’
And Mr. James does not hesitate to plainly ascribe the credit
for this happy state of things to the Catholic Church. [ the
American traveller, he says 1n eftect, desires to know what the
spirit is which has developed this stubliorn demecratic and
apostolic civilisation, let him investigate the lives and teaching
of the clergy and he will derive certain knowledge which
establishes the fact that Canadian pohtical freedom 15 due to
the influence of the priests,

*

Still more weighty and important is the lesson taught by
Mr. James's imvestigation 1to the educalional system of
Quebcc.  In Quebec there are separate State-paid schools for
Catholics, and Ar. Jumes gives the following valuable testi-
mony to the successtul working of this system

“ Above ail,” he says, ‘does the history of French Canada
illustrate the fact that it is not dangerous to the stabiity of a
State to commit the religions edueation of 1ts Tuture citizens to
the religious teachars.  [n the Provinee of Quebec, with an
enormous majority of Catheolics on the Borrd ¢t Education, the
right of a Protestant child to Lenefit by the State fund applied
to a Protestant education 15 most sealously and most jealous!y
guarded. Indecd there appears to be no 1ehgous 1valry of
any kind.”  An ounce ol Fact 15 worth a ton of theoty, and thys
one solid Tact trom Cuoady, given on the authoritty of a dis-
intercsted nen-Cathoho mve g stor, disposes once and fer ali
of the «illy politicl panoat-try which we hear <o often in this
country that it 15 *net -’ and * not Jeasible”’ to make pro-
vision i our cduciaton sy-tom {or separate State-paid schools

for the Catholic portion of the community, though it is both

'safe® and ‘feasible * to tax Catholics for the maintenance of
the secular institutions.

The Real ‘ Reign of Terror.’

Even the most ardent believers in the Conservative policy
for Ireland might well feel ashamed of the Coercion system as
it is at present being carried out in that most distressful
country. It is the simple truth to say that the system which is
now in full swing in Ireland is a mere travesty of justice and a
disgrace to any civiised nation. Never before has coercion
been applied with so little shadow of justification or excuse.
In spite of the ‘faked’ yarns, spun by nNewspaper correspon-
dents, about 'murders’ and ‘outrages,’ it is a well-known
fact, admitted by all who are acquainted with the state of the
country, that Ireland is to-day practically crimeless, Ordi-
nary crime is entirely absent, while even ‘agrarian crime has
all but disappeared.” Yet in face of all this, in order ta conci-
liate the landlord interest, the hateful Crimes Act has been
revived and is being administered in a spirit of bitter and
savage vindictiveness. Not only so, but in cases where the
evidence is not sufficient to secure a conviction under the
Crimes Act an ohsolete Statute of King Edward 1[I, is re-
sotted to and the accused is required to give bail for good
behaviour as being a person of bad character, or if he declines
to accept the stigma implied in this he is promptly sent off to
gaol. Here is a typical instance, taken from the Dublin Free-
man, of the actual working of the system :

* Eleven United Irish Leaguers were prosecuted in Clare for
illegal assembly. The Removablescould find no evidence against
thern. But the statute of Edward Il1. proved more elastic
than the Coercion Act. Those men, against whom the evidence
was admittedly insufficient, were required to give bail for good
behaviour as persons of bad character. Refusing to accept
the disgraceful imputation implied in the order, they were sent
to prison for three months.” By every principle of law and
justice these men were undoubtedly “entitled to an acquittal ;
but the emissaries of the Castle, by straining the law to suit
their own purpose, managed to secure a conviction of some sort
and thus helped to still furthee swell the records of Irish
f crime,’

*

A still more recent instance, and one which admirably
illustrates the ridiculous way in which obviously trumped-up
charges are made to serve as an excuse for sending innocent
people to gaol, was referred to by Mr. Asquith in one of his
latest speeches. It is reported by the Longon correspondent
of the Melbourne Age, a source which very rarely supplies in-
formation at all favorable to Ireland, and is quoted by our
contemporary the Melbourne Adwocate. The extract is as
follows :-—

‘ A story told by Mr. Asquith in his latest political speech
illustrates in a rather grimly humorous fashion the sort of low-
court justrce that is thought good enough for lrish people. In
England if a man is charged with conspiracy or unlawful
assembly he goes belore a grand jury. In Ireland he can be
taken betore two local mayistrates, who may be—often are—
grossly ignorant as regards the law they have to administer,
and summanly dealt with by them., Mr. Asquith’s instance—
ane of recent date—was as follows :-—* A couple of persons
gave information 16 the police to the effect that they were being
boycotied. ‘Thereupon a summons was taken out, and the case
brought before two resident magistrates, The complainants,
when they came into the wiltness-box, withdrew the statements
they had previously made, and said that they had not really
been boycotted at all.  Therefore they were committed for
contempt of court. The defendant was acquitted of the crime
with which he was charged, but was required, upon no evidence
whatever, to find a surety to be of good behaviour, and, not
being able to get the surety, he was sent to prison for three
months at once.”””’

Coercion of this sort is most palpably a Blunder as well as
a crime, and 1t i only to be expected that such petty and gall-
ing perseculion should, in the words of the Dubhn Freeman,
prove now, as it has ever been, a tonic and stimulant to more
vigorous agitation.

Visitors to Aunckland will find first-class accommodation af
Newtown Hotel, Karangahape road. Mr M. Treston, the proprie,
tor, pays special astention to catering for the comfort and conven-
ience of his patrons, The Newtown Hotel is up to date in every
respect, the bedroomy, [avatories. cte.. being on the most approved
mudern principles...

NLVER FORGET : Prevention is better than cure.—A dose of
TUSSIOURA administered when a porson is suffering from a bad
¢bi or a haras-ing cough, will not only give instaut reiief, bat will
ulso rtrenythen the organa affected, thus preventing more ssrious
trouble in the future. No household should, therefore, be without
a hottle of this wixture, ag its fimely administration will obviate gaf-
foring ain afoer life and preserve ths constitucion from disease, One
feature of this preparation rhould not be overlooked—namely, that
it is appiacable to both the adnit and infunt, all that is necessary
beiog the atjustmeut of the dores to the vircumstances, aceording

to the duections.—Kempthorne, Prosser and Co,, Agente—,*,
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