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I'or week ending March 132,

PRODUCE.

Mr. I*. Meenan, King slreet, re-
ports :—Wholesale prices onlv—OQats :
Feed, fair to good, 25 8d to 2s 4d ;

milhng, 28 4d to 2s Hd. Wheat, .
seuabce. Milling, 3s 3d 1o 8s 4d
fowls’, s 1d. FPotatoes . Now

OQamarwe and Tajeri, £2 15 10 £33
Chaff Inferior to  medium, L2
10s to £3; good to best, £2 135 to
L4 10s. Straw: Loose, 32s 6d ;
pressed, 80s. Flour: 200ih sacks,
£8 15s; 50Ih, £9 10s, 251b, £9 15s;
Oatmeal @ 2511, L£12 10s. Butter :
Dairy, 6d to 8d; factory, 10d Lo 31d,

Cheese :  Diry, 444 ; faectory, 5d.
Eggs, 1s 3d. Onions : Melhourne,
new, £6.

SOUTHLAND PRODUCE MARKET.

Invercargill prices current—Whole-
sale—Butter (fresh), 8d ; butter (fuc-
tory). bulk, 10id, pats, 1034, egps.
Ts  3d  per doz, cheese, 4d,  bacon,
farm, 7%d, do, rolled, {farm. Gd ,
hams, 9d, potatoes, £3 Lo L£3 10s
per ton ; fowl wheat, 85 3d ; barley,
25 to 2s  6d; chafi, £4 10s . {lour,
£8 158 Lo L9 133, oatmeal,£12 55
to £12 135, bran, £4 ; pollurd, L4
16s. Retail—Fresh  butter, 10d :
butter (factory), pats. 1s; bulk, 1s,
eges, 1s 6d per doz ; cheese. Gd  to
Td ., bacon, vrolled, 9, hains, 144
potatoes, 4s per cwt; flour @ 2001
19s  6a, 50ib, 3s  3d; oatmeal
H501h, 7= 3d, 23, 3s 9d; pollard,
RBs per bag o bran, 38, chaff, 2s .,
fowls’ feed, 8« 9d per hushel

WOOL.

London, March 235 —AL the wool
sades the Warthora ¢hip vrealised 404,
the Matapiro, S, awd Mount Ver-
non, Sd.

London, dMarch 27 —The wool sales
closed frrin at top pces ‘Fhe Te-
hampu chip sold at 6id.

Puting  the series 156,000 hales
were catalogued,  of  which 73,004

were sold  for  home consumplion,
75,000 for the Continent, 4004 for
America, and 11,000 bemng held
over.,

Compared with the Febrouary sales,
nierinos adyanced Ti oper cent . hihe
crossbreds, 10 per cent , and  other
gunlities 5 to 731 per cent.  Mermo
lambs advanced 3 per ocent, cross-
brads 10 per cent.

The prospects for the dMay  sales
are  pood, The amount of wool
availabic will  probably vot  eaceed
230,000 bales.

THE ADDINGTON MARKLETS.

I'at Cattle —The total yarded was
200, chiefly Light-weights, and oonly
o oscore of slecrs.  Drices feld 1 per
1001, or 16s to  dls 6d  Siecrs
brought £7 135 te LY 17% 6d,
heifers, £3 10s 1o L3 10s, cows,
£4 125 6d Lo £8 10s.

i"at.  Sheep.—About 3000 varded,
mosLly gecondary cowes Woethers
wore scarce, and freezing buyers were
not gperating  strongly. Uu(_)d we-
thers brought 15s to  17s @ lighter,
135 1o 145, There were too luany
eweg in for the bhutehers, and  ihe
markel, drageged. A deewded drop i
values  Look  place, the best  only
making 12s Lo 18s O6d, othors,
79 6d to 11s ; a few merino wethers,
75 to 10s.

Fat Lounbs —The totul hrought
forward was 1460 Few were of good
quality, and  export buycil‘s holding,
ecansed prices to case.  Seven hun-
dred and thirty were taken for fwe_.
zing ot 10s 8d to 13s 4d, averapg
11s 9d; 150 weul to the butchers
al 8s 7d to 18s Hd ; 528 were passbd
at 105 Lo 11s 7d; and the rest went

[T SCATC L
LOS;{.]o‘l"cl::b%hccp.~—’I‘hc penning totalled
9800, mostly ynferior wethers, with
only a few good lines of ecwes and

very few lambs, Considering the
qualily of the sheep, fair sales were

made Forward wethers made 11s
vo 125 2d; others, 7s 7d to 10s ;
good, sound ewes, 10s 1o 13s*;

others, 3s to 8s 6d, lamhs, 4s 10d
1o 7s 3d.

Western Infiuence and Japan.

In view of the treaty recently madas

Lebween  Gieal Britean  and Japan
the follawing  observations uahout
moadaa westein  influence on Lthe

people of Japan will be of special
mterest, They huve been contributed
hy the Rev. Father Liguel, a French
hnsstonury i the Island Empire to
the * Mission Catholiques —

No  foreign  influence
predominates Lo Lhe exclusion of
ail the rest., Bach has m Lurn been
ahead of the rest, but none has been
definitely  eliminated, the Japanese
peaple . their movement 1owards
civilisation starting frowm Lhe stand-
pont of ilaking from other eoun-
tries and  assimilating as  well as
they could whatever they found good
it Up to 1871 France was 1n
the front rank. After that era  of
her disasters, her eredit has  dimm-
shed year by year 1 proportion as
her defeat in everyv sense has become
more  accentuated, Nevertheless
strikimg  cases  of French influcnce
suill remain in the Japanese arnyy
and legisluture, and the TFrench lan-
guage and literature have regained
ground slightly of late .

England is mistress of the country
by means of her gold and her com-
moerge. Tha English language,
whose usc i» universal outside Eu-
rope, is necessary to the Japanecse
for all their foreign relations. hence
it 18 obligatory in  all secondary
schools Togeither with  the lan-
guage Tnglish literature 15 naturally
popularised, and, withoul any other
hind of propaganda, the idea con-
tamed in ihat hiterature make thew
way anseénsibly into the public mind
by means of education ani Lhe press

iy means of education and reli-
gion the American Influcnce on the
LTapanese people has been rhe most
profound  and  i1he  most sonsibhie
tTenee when we say that Japan has
heenn ¢ BEuropeanised,” though the
slitelnent 1 correct, 1Lt would be
move accurate Lo say she has been
' Americamsed '

¥or the past ten years CGermany
has predomimated im legislation. The
political system, the formation and
orgamsation of army and navy, arg
modelled on Germany ., the German
language 18 much studied. scence in
generul, and especially medicine, is
Germat. Germany by her philos-
ophy dominates over the intellectual
teadders of the country, Lhe teachers
mr the Uriversity, and consequently
the whole educational stuff.  Japan-
ese teaching, half American as re-
pards education, is on the way to
become German as regards 1nstruc-
Lion

Of the aris, 1the music s German,
hut, the other arts have cowe from
Ftaly.

To theose most  intercsting  and
novel  observations Father Liguel
adds a profoundly true and striking
temark -

The Japancse is an artist by na-~
Lure, o born imutator he handles
the penecil with skill.  Poetry, draw-
g, musie, excile in him the deepest
sensulions, even  where a BEuropean
would feel nothing. I realism
taught by syslem invades Japanesa
art, it will kill what was hest and
most,  attractive in ihis people—its
cult of ideal beauty.

(he writes)

How Potatoes Became Popular.
. i - —

There i% & strange impulse in hu-
man nature which makes people de-
sire that which is forbidden. It
exists sometimes in  dumnb animals

also, if the Irishman told the truth
when  he  said that his pig nover
would go to Cork unless it thought
Its master wished to drive it toward
puhlm. This perversity (says the
'Ave Maria ') was once taken ad-
vantage of for a very worthy pur-
bose. A sirange prejudice against
the use of potatoes as a food used
to exist in France. The wise ones
declared that they produced leprosy,
and the people would neither eat
them nor feed them to their cattile.
At last  those high in authority
thought  of w plan. - If we tell
people not  to  cat them they will
want thein at once,’ they said : ‘and
il it 18 made an offence to steal po-
tatoes, there will be many Lo seck
them.. So gardens all over France
were set with the unpopular tubers,
and word given out that some rare
vegetables  were growing for the
hing's  express use ; furthermore,
that anvone who molested them
would be presecuted.  This was a
serious threat—to trespass against
the Xing. DBut just as soon as the
people  were warned not to touch
those polatoes they hegan 1o have
a fierce appetite for them, and the
fialds, left  unguarded purposely,
were pillaged frony one end to  the
other. Some began to eat the des-
msed  vegetables and found  them
palatable ; others saved them for
séed, and the result was that the
potato was permanently introduced
mio France.

Messrs, Dwan  Bros.,, the well-
known hotel brokers, of Willis street,
Wellington, report the sale of the
lense and furnilore of the Nag’s
Head Hotel, Wellington, to Mr,
Jerome Bacovich, late of the Centralk
Hotel, Masterton ; the lease and
furniture of the Terminus Hotel, Pic-
ton, 1o Mr. Samuel Perry, late of
Hokitika ; the lease and furniture 1131
the Levin Hotel to Mr. Charles Har-
rison, late of the Imperial Hotel,
New Plymouth; the lease and fur-
niture of the Mahikapawa Hotel,
Marlborough, to Mr. Jaseph Cody,
late of the Criterion Hotel, Wan-
ganui ; the Isase and furniture of the
Whakataki Hotel to Mr., Malcom
Walker, late of Wellington; the
freehold of the Club  iTotel, Wood-
ville, to Mr. Philip M. Poole: the

lease and furniture of the Post
Office Hotel, Picton, to Mrs Dar-
ville, late of the Post Office Hotel,

Foxton ; the lease and furniture of
the Masonjc Hotel, Havelock, to Mr.
Charles I', Duckitt, late of Hamua ;
the lease and furniture of the Claren-
don Hotel, Palmerston North, to
Mrs. J. Tait, late of Manpaia : the
lease and furniture of the Occidental
Hotel, Palmerston North, to Mr. .
D. Howard, late of the Thames; the
Awatere Hotel, Blenheim, to My,
Alircd Bishop, of Christchurch ; the
leaso and furniture of the Club
Hotel, Martinborough, to Mr, J,
Kavanagh, laic¢ of Ashhurst; the
Alberi Hotel, Wellington, to Mr.
Thomson, of New Plymouth; the
Tauweru Hotel, Masterton, to Mr,
Kagar, late of Carterton; ihe free-
hold of the Empire Hotel, Timaru,
to Mr. Durns, of Timaru ; the lease
and furniturc of the Empire Hotel,
Masterton, to Mr. James Cress, late
of Taoherenileau,—%**

For absolute strengtih, oxtreme
simplicity, freedom ifrom weak or
undesirable points, and abundance of
excellent working  features through-
out, Fxcelsior Ploughs are un-
rivalled. They will do perfeclly the
wark that c¢an be exdected of any
plough, and are guaranteed to give
satisfoction in any soils where a
plough can work at all, no mattéF
how tough and difficult the work.
They have extra length of land
heam, specially made mould boards,
and stecring gear of the most com-
plete and approved kind. Revolving
swivel steel circular coulters. Double
furrow £11 10s; three furrows, £16
10s.—Morrow, Bassett, and Co., sole
agents in New Zealand for Cock-
shult farm implements —***

Ashburton Residents

and the public generally are reminded that T. H. UNDRILL & CO,, Tanored Street

Furnishing Warchousemen and UNDERTAKERS, deserve your patronage



