
An Errant Sun.
The Paris Figaro (so say our daily papars) publishes a

telegram from San Francisco stating that the astronomers at the
Lick Observatory have discovereda sun travelling at the rate of
56,250 miles an hour. It is a verystrange coincidence,but this is
theprecise rateat which the ouly son of my father used to travel
homefrom school. His pace whensneaking like asnailunwillingly
to school was onemile in56,250 hours. The Lick astronomers are
certain about thepace of this new sun because the man that sweeps
out the Observatory went up and measured it witha bit of string.
This same official also watched its directioa. He says that itis
romping along towards the earth, but he is unable to tell, withina
thousand or twoof years, when it will be here. But don't let that
discourage you. You will be made aware of its arrival when it
does come. Meanwhile donot leave anything breakablewhere it is
likely to fall off, as there maybe a bit of a bump, and try and per-
Buade your wife's mother to sit regularly in the shade of any tall
andshaky chimney thatyouhaveabout the premises.
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c- V?UUZe&?}* meetlQX of the Altar Society connected withbt.Patrick s Easihca, South Dunedin, was held on Sunday after-noon and was well attended. The Rev. Father Coffey compli-mented the members on the good work accomplished during thepast y<ar. r b

On Sunday next tbeCatholic members of thaNinO)Contingent,numbering; about,ss, will attend in a body thenine o'clock Mass atbt. Patrick sBasilica, South Dunedin,and approica the Holy TableAfterwards breakfast will be served in the schoolroom by a numberof the ladies of the congregation. The Rev.Father CoflVyhas beenmoat assiduous m his attention to the spiritual wants of thetroopers.
r>

Dr?r!?e £ ia,mis«°
rDary vfeit to South Dunedin recently, theRev. Father Colgan, S.J., established in St. Patrick's BdwilioV an-other of those excellent religious societies which are the meansofdoing such a vabt amount of good throughout the world at thepresent time. The obligations attached to the Adoration S.cietyare that themembers will spend half anhour each week before theBlessed Sacrament. When it is considered the large number whohavealready joined the society, and also the great edificationshowndaily in the church, it must be gratifying to the Rev.Father tolearn that the good work started by him U all that could bedesired.

All arrangements for the IrishNational concert, tobe heldinthe Garrison Hall on St.Patrick's night,are nowcompleted, andthe committee anticipate that it will be themost successful evergiveninDunedin. Some of the leading vocalists in this city haveconsented toassist, and from the reputation of theperformers it iasafe to say that the exquisite songa of Ireland will be interpreted
ina manner worthy of the occasion, and to theentire satisfactionof the audience. Ithas been decided to make thecharge for admis-sion as low aspossible,so that everyone mayhave theopportunityot attending. rr j

The followingare the resultsof the Praotioalexamination inconnection with Trinity College, London, held in St. Dominic'sCollege by Mr.A. Mistowski, Mus.Baa, inNovember last:— SeniorGrade :May Duggan (honors),84;Josephine Griffin(honors"), 80:Edith Roughan (pass), 77 ;Isabel Seelye (pass), 77 ;M. O'Grady(pass), 76a ; G. Meenan (pass), 76. Intermediate Grade:MabelKing (honors\ 81. Junior Grade :Minnie Collins (honors'), 87 "
M.Gawne (honore), 80;V.Thompson (violin, honors), 82 " E Clark(pass),71; T. Millar (pass), 70 ;A. Carmody (pass) 68 :P.Lamer(pass), 61. Preparatory:Kitty Byrne (violin), 96 " Kathleen Col-lins (pass), 88 ;Frances Byrne (pass), 76. The following pupilsofbt. Dominic c College were successful at the recent Junior CivilserviceExaminations :— TeresaKilmartiiiand Annie PlunkettThe Catholic community of South Dunedin have every reasonto feelpleased athaving erected in St.Patrick's Basilica the hand-some set of Stations of the Cross which came to handla*t monthThe St^tiorn are mounted in massive oak frames, the figures interra cotta, standing well out from the background, the scenery onwhich ispaintedin true artistic t*ste. The Stations were solemnly
blessed and erected by theRev.Father Coffey, andon Friday even-
ing last the Rev. Father Murphy preached an eloquent sermonappropriate to the occasion. The donors of theStations (amongstwhom it may be mentioned are several working men) no doubtfeel greatly pleased at seeing such beautiful aud lastingmonumentsto their relatives and friends placed so promiaently in the church,aud iudetd all who have seen them are loud ia praise of thegrand
works of art which adorn the walla of the sacred building. Thefollowing are the nam.8 of the donors of the Stations -—MissMurphy, Mr M. Tynan, Mr M. Fleming, Mrs Hegarty, Mr JO'Connor, Mr J.Fitzpatrick, Mr D. O'Mahoney, Messrs W and A
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Shiel, Mr M. M-Key, the late Mr F. Johnson, Mrs Listen, theWomen's Confraternity of the Sacred Heart, Mr John M'Gowan,
and the Rev.J. Coffey. The total cost of the Stations", includingerecting, amounts to close on £250.DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

INVERCARGILL NOTES.
The mission which was conducted by the Very Rev. FatherBoyleand theRev.FatherHenry in theGoreCatholicChurch (saystheStandard) was well attended. Itwas brought to a close on lastSunday evening.
HisLordshipBishop Verdon will administer the Sacrament ofConfirmation in St. Patrick's Basilica, South Dunedin, on Palm

Sunday, the 23rd instant.
A mission will be opened by the Vincentian Fathers in St.Joseph'sCathedral on next Sunday at the11o'clockMass, andin St.Patrick's Basilica,South Dunedin, at the same hour.In the list of subscriptions to thebuilding fund of the Conventof Mercy, South Dunedin, published in our issue of the 20oh ult.," Mrs. P.Monaghan'shouldread

'
Mr. J. Monaghan.'

At the recent fJunior Civil Service examination thenames ofThomas Pound, Cornelius G. D. Maher, John M. Brennan, andWilliam O. Shane are found amengst the successful candidates.These were the only pupils presented from the Christian Brothers'school,Dunedin.
The Cardrona correspondent of an exchange writes:The Catholicshave got their church lined and fitted up, andare tobe congratulated on the ohange. It must have required some-thing of anenthusiast to turn out to service in the winter in therather too well ventilated building that did duty as a hall andchapel. Now itlooks cosy and comfortable and is a credit to all

concerned.

(Froma correspondent.)
Ihear that the pupils of the Dominican Nuns intend holdinganentertainment here shortly.
Quite agloom was cast over the town, and flags were loweredtohalf-mast last Friday when Dews was received that 20 men be-longing to the SeventhN Z. Contingent had been killed and 38wounded.Manyandeager were theinquiriesof those whohad friends

in that contingent, and when the list of casualties arrived a fewhours later itcameas a great relief to many tD learn thatit con-tainednoInvercargill names,although threeSouthland representa-
tiveshad nobly shed their blood on the battlefield.Mr.J. A. Hanan, M.HR.,has lately been very busy holding
forthon the claims of this district to have the Railway Workshops
reinetated here. Some time ago,in answer to a deputation, theMinisterfor Rwlways stated that this matter would be attended to,and immediately purchased a suitable site. Since then nothinghas been done in tbe matter,and now that a number of mechanics
are idleMr. Hanan has been urging upon the Government the
necessity of getting the work under way at once. The sooner thia
matter is taken inhand thebetter for the district.The chief topicof interest in the political worldat present is'
Rating on Unimproved values.' Messrs. RaymondandMorriahavebeen busy lately visiting themain centres explaining themany ad-

vantages and disadvantages of the new system, which Ibelieve isso intricateas tortquire aPhiladelphialawyer to thoroughly under-Btand it.
After anabsence of a few years the Rev.Brother Walter ia

again back amongus. During his previousresidence here he madenumerous friends,beinga special favoritewith the members of theYoung Men's Club, who will all be glad of his presence again
amongst them.
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who go about the country disturbing the peace of cemeteries
rakingghosts out of thegravesat all kinds of inconvenientand ridi-
culoushours to answerall kindsof foolishquesbioas at so muchperquestion. Corney flatters himself withbeing a goodCatholic. But
Btung by curiosity and egged on by idleness,he lapsed into follylast week and attended one of the long-haired fraud's seances.After three or four 'dear departed' had informed their inquiringfriends, with sweet indefiniteness, that they werequite 'appy, thatthe climatewas temperate,and the company 'fair to middiin',' eto.>Corney stood up and called for the 'sperret'of one John.Tobin,a1townee

'
of his fromth'Ould Sod who was a 'smiddy

'
in the good

olddays inCentral Ofcago. John, when
'
Galled up

'
must have been

at the bank or at a committee meeting or in 3ome other incon-
venient place. At last the periwig-pated fellow on the stage
announced that thecarbonic acid gas— or whatever it was that con.BtitutedJohnTobin'sinvisible ghost— was presentandready to beinterrogated. Corney began:'Ye're dead,ain't ye,John1

''Iham,'came in sepulchral tonesout of the darkness.'Itwasa fineberrin' the Crummlepeoplegey ye,John 1
'"Itwuz a reg'ler slap-huphaffair,1 repliedJohn.

1An'Isuppose ye're plazedintirely wid the headstone they've
put to y'r grave,John 1

'
1It'sa weryfine one,and I'm wery thankful for it.1'Well,John, me bouchail, ye were a liar livin', an' ye'rea liardead. Iwas inCrummle last week an' divil thebit of a headstoneyehave,and divil the sign of a one ye're likely to get.'
After that the ghosts got their vapory backs upand the seance

came toanabruptand inglorious conclusion. The 'mop-head' in-
tendedto remaina week on the Island,but he discovered that hehad importantengagements to fulfilon the mainland. And hewentto fulfil them.
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The marks obtained by the pnpila who passed the TrinityOollege practical examination in music from the Convent ofMercy, Greymouth, have come to hand. The following is the list»f successful candidates, and marks obtained:— Senior honors
Eileen Kemple, 85. Senior pass— Augusta Skoglund, 61. later-mediate honors— Mary Ellen Noonan, 80. Intermediate pass-Mabel Harris, 72; Annie Macdonell, 71;Lily Cottle, 70 ;KatieMacdonell, 60. Junior pass— Eileen Hannan (singing), 74. Pre-
paratory—Joan of Arc O'Reilly, 85 (specially commended);MayPeterson,78;AnnieBowman, 72;MaryEllen McCarthy, 69.
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