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thing when thep most wish to do the
right, by interfering in the affairs of
;h Il]-n Tellaw-beings, Besidea that,
Q. nad
momént “his thoughts dwelt some.
what savagely on the  very nicest
lifgle lleyten=znt.’

a high

The Beron had risen to
position. But the double

SOﬁghnient

dutfes of his office and of tha lifa
necessitated by his daughters being
such prominent members of soclety,
hed been very hard upon the aging
mhn, Who was now. somewhat ailing
and P ‘down., A furlough seemed
tmfediately necessary. Foreign tra-
vél was suggested, but the Baron
pratested that et present he could
not afford it. He would go to his
estdte. ‘'There was quiet there, too
muchquiet, though it was only a
few ‘miles’ ‘awny. Then the doctor
thought it might be well if he took
hiy youngest daughter along for com-
pany, the underlying idea being that
the girl herself would be happier
away frotn the sodiety that would
but, edubi hér.

‘But now the doctor began to feel
vefry ‘uncomfortaeble. If she found
this' sotiety so diverling would she
waht- to"leave it ? Diffidently he be-
gan'te unfold his plan.

"0 you dear, good doctor !’ Rot~

traut called out, springing up from -

her-"geat, O you dear ! Papa is
ngng ifnto the country and I-am go-
ng along with him ! Why, that is
the loveliest idea you could have
had:  Am I not right ? Xverything
nice’ always cotnes to me—I have the
best™of everything.

ABut it will be very quiet and
lonely out there,’ protested the doc-
tor. *‘WNo balls, ne nice little lieu-
tenants.’

‘Oh, thera I shall be the enchanted
princess, and of course the hand-
somest and bravest prince in  the
world will come to wake me, as old
nurse used to prophesy. Dut just
think how astonished the prince will
be when he sees me open my eyes—
first. a blue one and then a brown.
I am afraid he will lose courage and
run away. And-you will come out
soma time, won’t you doctor ? All
the doors shall open of themsclves
when you come. What did papa say
and will wmamma have no objec-
tions ?’

‘ No, mamma had no objections—
mamma was glad to have one girl
less to take round. FElsiec thaught
it best to have her youngest sister
out of the way a while longer, and
Gertrude hoped that she would study
a little more, for really she knew
hardly anything. The only one who
did not seem quite happy was the
doctor who had suggested the plan.
Somehow he suddenly found the
Baron’s house most strangely lone-
some-—even more so than his own
apartments, ,where ho lived with his
books and his housekeeper.

1.
The Advent of the Prince,

Tha seclusion that the Baron had
promised himself did not last very
long. They were only on the estate
a few days when he and his daughter
out for one of their long walks, met
two pgentlemen, onc of whom was
greeted most deferentially by the
Baron.

This gentleman was none less than
the nephew and heir of the reigning
Prince. He had just returned from
a trip around the world, and bhad
been expected in  the capital for
some time. But he preferred to come
first, to this little hunting-lodge, to
arrahge his rare collection, gathered
from all parts of the globe.

Tha Baron, himself a great per-
sonage in the little prinecipality, was
treated most cordially by the Prince.
When they met the next day the
Prince joined him and they Wal_ked
along in animated conversation.
The Prince’s companicn and adju-
tant followed with the young girl.
He was Count Walden, tho long-time
adorer of Elsie, waiting for the
Prince’s accession and an appoint-
ment, which should enable them to

d_snother réasom, and for ~ @

marry. In the meantime the Baron
did not look very kindly upon his
courtship, and Count Walden was
.quite delighted te be able to thus
meet his sweetheart’s father. "under
the wing of the ‘Prince. As for her-
self, Rottraut kept thinking how
happy Elsie would be if she were in
her placo, and yet how little jealous
she would be of her homely sister—
and the humor of the thought cauged
her to laugh merrily &

possible. TR

The first_day the Irince had ~sdid
to Count Walden :
are all very beautiful ¢

‘All Dut this
téned to affirm.
But the next day the girl's infec-
tious laughter filled his ears, wuntil

at last the Prince turned and looked .

bgck to see what there wag tolaugh
at.

The girl not a bit embar-
ragsed, T

‘ What was it child ? * asked the
Baron.

‘0 papa,” she answered, ‘the
merriest. tale, twice told, is stale,’

* You seem to have a lively fancy,’
said the Prince, joining Roftraut’as
they started again,  while Count
Walden was left fo walk “with the
Baron.

Rottraut was not displeased at the
change. The Prince did uot scem
nearly as stiff and formal as she had
thought princes to be, but laughed
gaily at her witty sallies. To be
sure, he had little to say himself,
but the people said of him that he
was a scientist, and studied a great
tlecal, which was certainly not true
of many princes, It was one of his
deiights to discover things out of
the ordinary, and so he enjoyed the
girl's piguancy and original manner.

* As Lhings are,” he said to his ad-
jntant on "his way home,
probably be rather pleasant for you
to be able {o hecdome well acquainted
with  the Daron and make a good
impression on him. This walk need
1ot e our last. Try to win his
good oninion ; I shall help you " as
much as I can.’ I -

When he returned to his antiqui-
ties he scemed to hear Rottraut’s
merry laugh, just as thé doctor did
among lus books, and he began to

was

wonder what she would say about-

his collection.

The next day they all met again,
And so many other days. If his
other daughters had Dheen there, the
Baron would have thought it notice-
able that from that time on the
Prince usually walked with Rott-
raut. But she—she was safc,

Count Walden in the meantime
talked most seriously Lo the Daron
ahout politics and affairs of State.
He also mentioned the probable be-
ifrothal of the Prince to a certain
Princess. 1e told how beautiful she
was, how anxious the parents on
both sides were for the union, what
a blessing it would he for the coun-
iry, and so on, not forgetting to
put in that the Prince tpon his
marriange would have his own resi-
denee and would be liberal in  his
treatment of those appointed for his
service.  The Baron listened calmly
to all  these things, but, as many
other papas do under similar cir-
cumstances, gave them little thought

Why should he diseuss the matter
with his daughter and have her
write her sister Hlsie ahout it ? It

would but distw'h Elsie’s peace
mind with uscless hopes,

S0 cach in his way found the soli-
tude dolightiul, and it lasted until
Count Walden {ell to reminding the
Prince every day that he was cagerly
awaited in the city, while the Daron-
ess and her daughters commiserated
the Daron and Rottraut in each
letter for iheir barnishment. At last
the announccment was made tihat
the Princess who was spoken of as
Llhe prospective bride was coming to
the city, and in the great festivities
in her honor papa and Rottraut
must  take part, Even the doctor
found the stay in the country had
beenn  sufficiently prolonged for the

of

't everything

' Higd “sdid
I théught “you
Lold me¢ that the Barons dsughters-
ore.” “Wilden “hme-

Tit will -

- their fgther;  and 'th
Jtime mipht ‘Gome , wher this friend-

Baron’s health,

But for the first time in her life
Rottraut did not seem to feel a
great desire to see her old-time
iriend the doctor. ) - .

*

When the Baron and his daughter
came back to the city the old sisters
had ‘'much to tell, and they did not
seem apikidus to” hear Rottraut's ex-
pieronces. - They did:Know that the
Prince ‘had “talked a :great deal to
oy felt that the

ship ‘would“¥et be*verv-useful to the

. Bargn—their Jfather might be minis-

ter if "Lhe’ Prince B&CATnE ralaf, But
Rottraut said nothing, not even to
the doctor, for though the Prince
had talked much to her, she did nol
Sseem to able to tell what.he really
said. She noticed ‘how pale the doc-

" tor was, and for- tha first time Rot-

traut was ijmpressed with the fact
that his figureé Was misshapen. But
she did not have much time for re-
flection, for the Princess had arrived,
and the ladies of the capital were to
bg presented to her. The Baroness
somehow felt that four daughters
were Loo many: to” present BY “ongh,
and wanted to.ledve the youngest ab
home, but the Baron would not lis-
ten to that At the very Iast mo-
ment, the third, Lisa, had a tooth-
ache, That would haye been bad
enough, but when the toothachs .ve-
sulted in o swéllen cheek <shé, - of
course, had to be left -behinds “Phe
two older girls were very gharming
in their dainty spring gowns. But
Rotiraut ! if she could but have
worn her outing suit, as she did
when tramping around the country !
These same tramps had added
freckles to her other defects, and
Rottraut looked sadly at her reflec-
tion in the mirror. But what wasg
to be dodne ?

A little while later she was stand-
ing bhefore the -bedutiful Princess.
Beautiful as she was, Rottraut
naticed that she said the same thing
over and over again to everyhody.
Perhaps she was shy. But when she
saw Rotiraut she held out her hand
most cordially, and told her that the
Prince had talked of her. a great

deal, ‘I knew you at once,’ she
added

‘I am afraid it is impossible for
me to travel incognito,’ Rottraut

answered, as she bent over the Prin-
cess’ hand for the customary kiss.
For {he first time in her life shoe did
not like being reminded of her red
hair and her variegated eyes, which
undounbtedly the Prince had men-
tioned in deseribing her.

' We will see more of each other
later,” said the Princess. * At court
most people are so stiff, and the
Prince told me that you have such
pleasant ideas.’

Stiff the Princess surely was, and
of ideas, pleasant or otherwise, she
did not seem to have very many,
Rottraut soon discovered. So she
was ‘glad when the Prince ap-
proached. But everything was dif-
ferent. and formal here, compared to
their country mectings, and Rot~
traut was embarrassed. Perhaps
it was that she was too glad to sea
him, for she had thought of him of-
ten in these Aaays, and the
old nurse's prediction about the
prince who was sure to come for her
some time kept running through her
brain.

When Rottraut returned homse that
day she did what she had done very
often lately—she looked in the glass.
This Llime she found out that her
nose really was not bad, and that
her figure was graceinl ; she remem-
bered that the Prince had often ad-
mired her hair, and told her  that
great painters all liked red Bair.
Why should people not like hers ?
And she thought so hard of all these
things that when sat opposite the
doctor the next time he callead sghe
really did not know what to say to
him,

(To be cencluded.)
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