
Baron's health.
But for the first time in her lifeRottraut did not seem to feel agreat desire to see her old-timefriend the doctor.*
When the Baron and his daughtercame back to the city the old sisters

had rnueh^ to .tell, and they did notseem anxious to'hear Rottraut's ex-pieronces. They, didfknow that thePrince had talked a;great deal totheir fa^therrand/.'thev felt that the.time, niight :jcome\wheri: this friend-ship-'wouM«yet be-very?useful to theBaron— their .father might be minis-ter if "the Princ'e'b'e^amrrullf: ButRottraut said nothing, not even tothe doctor, for though the Princehad talked much to her, she did notseem to able to tell wharfshe reallysaid. She noticed how pale$he doc-tor was, and for the firsf time Rot-traut was impressed with the factthat his figure was misshapen. Butshe did not have much time for re-flection, for the Princess had arrived,
and the ladies of the capital were tobq presented to her. The Baronesssomehow felt that four daughterswere too many toJ present at rone&,rone&,
and wanted to,leave the youngestLdthome, but the Baron would not lis-ten to that At the very last mo-ment the third, Lisa, had a tooth-ache. That would haye been badenough, but when the toothache -.re-sulted in a swollen cheek Vs&e, -ofcourse, had to be'left behind-?* -Thetwo older girls were very charming
in their dainty spring gowns] ButRottraut! if she could but haveworn her outing suit, as she did
when tramping around the country !
These same tramps had added
freckles to her other defects, andRottraut looked sadly at her reflec-
tion in the mirror. But what wasto be done ?
A.little while later she was stand-ing before the 'beautiful Princess.Beautiful as she was, Rottrautnoticed that she said the same thingover and over again to everybody.Perhaps she was shy. But "when shesaw Rottraut she held out her hand

most cordially, and told her that thePrince had talked of her-- a great
deal. '

Iknew you at once,' sheadded'
Iam afraid it is impossible forme to travel incognito,' Rottrautanswered, as she bent over the Prin-

cess' hand for the customary kiss.For the first time in her life she did
not like being reminded of her redhair and her variegated eyes, which
undoubtedly the Prince had men-tioned in describing her.

'Wo will see more of each otherlater,' said the Princess. 'Atcourt
most people are so stiff, and the
Prince told me that you have suchpleasant ideas.'

Stiff the Princess surely was, and
of ideas, pleasant or otherwise, she
did not seem to have very many,
Rottraut soon discovered. So shewas glad when the Prince ap-
proached. But everything was dif-
ferent and formal here, compared to
their country meetings, and Rot-
traut was embarrassed. Perhaps
it was that she was too glad to seehim, for she had thought of him of-
ten in these days, and the
old nurse's prediction about the
prince who was sure to come for hersome time kept running through herbrain.

When Rottraut returned home that
day she did what she had done very
often lately

—
she looked in the glass\

This time she found out that her
nose really was not bad, and that
her figure was graceful ; she remem-
bered that the Prince had often ad-
mired her hair, and told her ,that
great painters all liked red hair.Why should people not like hers ?
And she thought so hard of all these
things that when sat opposite the
doctor the next time he called she
really did not know what to say toWin,

(To be concluded,,)

marry. Inthe meantime the Baron
did not look very kindly upon his
courtship, and Count Walden was
quite delighted to be able to thus
meet his sweetheart's father, under
the wing of the Prince. As for her-self, Rottraut kept thinking how
happy Elsie would be if she were in
her,place, and yet how little jealous
she would be of her homely sister—
and the humor of the thought caused
her to laugh merrily'"aft 'everything
possible. _ ':' . '-.'

The first day the Princo^ltard
to Count Walden :

'
Ithought"- you

"
told me that the BarbjjV'Wiigfiters'
are all very beautiful ? '"'

All but this one,"'"Walden''has-
tened to affirm.

But the next day the girl's infec-tious laughter filled his ears, until
at last the Prince turned and lookedback to see what there was to'laugH
at.

The girl was not a bit embar-
rassed.

- . i'
What was it child ?

'
asked theBaron. '* O papa,' she answered, '

the
merriest tale, twice told* is stale.''

You seem to have a lively fancy,'
said the Prince, joining Rottrautasthey started again, while■ Count
Walden wasMeft to walk "with theBaron.
Rottraut was not displeased at the

change. The Prince did uot seem
'

nearly as stiff and formal as she had
thought princes to be, but laughed
gaily at her witty sallies. To besure, ho had little to say himself,
but the people said of him that hewas a scientist, and studied a great
deal, which was certainly not trueof many princes. It was one of hisdelights to discover things out of
the ordinary, and so he enjoyed thegirl's piquancy and original manner.'

As things- are,' he said to his ad-jutant on his way home, 'it will -
probably be rather pleasant for you
to be able to bedome well acquainted
with the Baron and make a goodimpression on him. This walk need
not be our last. Try to win his
good opinion ;Ishall help you 'asmuch as Ican.' l

--
: * _

When he returned to his antiqui-
ties he seemed to hear Rottraut'smerry laugh, just as the doctor did
among his books, and he began to
wonder what she would say about-
his collection.

The next day they all met again.
And so many other days. If his
other daughters had been there, the
Baron would have thought it notice-
able that from that time 'on the
Prince usually walked with Rott-
raut. But she— she was safe.

Count Walden in the meantime
talked most seriously to the Baron
about politics and affairs of State.
He also mentioned the probable be-
trothal of the Prince to a certain !Princess. He told how beautiful shewas, how anxious the parents on
both sides were for the union, what
a blessing it would be for the coun-
try, and so on, not forgetting to
put in that the Prince Upon his j
marriage would have his own resi-
dence and would be liberal in his
treatment of those appointed for his
service. The. Baron listened calmly
to nil these things, but, as many Jother papas do under similar cir-cumstances, gave them little thought

'
Why should he discuss the matter
with his daughter and have her
write her sister Elsie about it? It
would but disturb Elsie's peace of
mind with useless hopes.

So each in his way found the soli-
tude delightful, and it lasted until
Count Walden fell to reminding the
Prince every day that he was eagerly
awaited in the city, while the Baron-ess and her daughters commiserated
the Baron and Rottraut in each
letter for their banishment. At last
the announcement was made that
the Princess who was spoken of as
the prospective bride was coming to
the city, and in the great festivities;
in her honor papa and Rottraut
must take part. Even the doctor
found the stay in the country hadbeen sufficiently prolonged for the
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thing when they most wish to do therig-lit, by interfering in the affairs oftitter fellqw-rbeings. Besides that,
h«i"Md% another reason, and for, 'amoment 'his thoughts- dwelt some-what savagely on the

'very nicestli<*le',lteutenarht.'
TJie Baron had risen to a high

goverhhie^t position. Bnt thedoubleduties of h,ip office and of th<* lifenecessitatedby his daughters beingsucn.prominent members of society,
had been very hard upon the "agingman, xfrho was now. somewhat ailing
ami-'Htn 'down. A furlough seemedimmediately necessary. Foreign tra-
vel was suggested, but the Baron
protested that at present he could
not Afford it. He Tvould go to his
estate. There was quiet there, toomuclrquiet, though it* was only a
few miles away. Then the doctor
thought it might be well if he took
his-youngestdaughter along for com-p&tiy, the underlying idea being thatthe girl herself would be happieraway frota the society that would
but sflub Her.
'But now the doctor began to feelvery uncomfortable. If she found

this' society so diverting would she
wahti.t6~ileave it? Diffidently he be-
gan tfo unfold his plan.'

O you dear, good doctor !
'

Rot-
tratft cfalled out, springing up from*
her"'seat.

'
O you" dear ! "Papa is

going into the country andI-amgo-ing" along with him ! Why, that is
the loveliest idea you could have
hosLv .AmInot right ? Everything
nice1always comes to me—lhave the
besft?"of everything.'

JBut it will be very quiet and
lonely out there,' protested the doc-
tor. 'No balls, no nice little lieu-
tenants.'

'Oh, there Ishall be the enchanted
princess, and of course the hand-
somest and bravest prince in the
world will como to wake me, as old
nurse used to prophesy. But just
think how astonished the prince will
be when he sees me open my eyes

—
first a blue one and then a brown.
Iam afraid he will lose courage and
run away. And- you will come out
somq time,, won't you doctor ? All
the doors shall open of themselves
when you come. What did papa say
and will mamma have no objec-
tions ?

''No, mamma had no objections
—

mamma was glad to have one girl
less to take round. Elsie thought
it best to have her youngest sister
out of the way a while longer, and
Gertrude hoped that she would study
a little more, for really she knew
hardly anything. The only one who
did not seem quite happy was the
doctor who had suggested the plan.
Somehow he suddenly found the
Baron's house most strangely lone-
some

—
even more so than his own

apartments, * where he lived with his
books and his housekeeper.

11.
The Advent of the Prince.

The seclusion that the Baron had
promised himself did not last very
long. They were only on the estate
a few days when he and his daughter
out for one of their long walks, met
two gentlemen, one of whom was
greeted most deferentially by the
Baron.

This gentleman was none less than
the nephew and heir of the reigning
Prince. He had just returned from
a trip around the world, and had
been expected in the capital for
some time. But he preferred to como
first to this little hunting-lodge, to
arrange his rare collection, gathered
from all parts of the globe.

Tho Baron, himself a great per-
sonage in tho little principality, was
treated most cordially by thePrince.
When they met the next day the
Prince joined him and they walked
along in animated conversation.
The Prince's companion and adju-
tant followed with the young girl.
He was Count Walden, tho long-time
adorer of Elsie, waiting for tho
Prince's accession and an appoint-
ment which should enable them to
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experienceof the district are in aposition togive reliableinformation as to the Grazing and Dairying capabilities of Propert in theManawatu andsurrounding districts.


