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A LANDLORD'S RIGLITS

Who owns the bottom of the sew
arcund the coast of New Zeatand
Up to the present hour, 1 wm cerlark
the solving of such a question  lLias
never presented 1tself Lo wany Court
or to any body of men 1n your islandd,
1t is Lo be hoped it never will, for it
is a ticklish question and one  that
over here hus many a tnue brought
out into high lLight the squalid  self-
ishness of Lhe Anglo-lrish landlord,
that being who lves by the sweal of
other men’s brows.

Of late we have hud o revival of
this old grievance it o new and ag-
gravated form. Hitherto a few land-
lords have wrestled with themnr owan
poor tenants—or olher imen’s poor
tenants, as the casc may be—who
live on the seaboard and draw sand
and gravel from the foreshore for use
upon roads or farms. In most cases
the wrestling has resulted, as nught
be expected, 1n viclory for the sirong
man, and the peor have had erther lo
pay for or to cease fLaking away Lhe
useful materials with which the Al-
mighty daily strews the shore afresh
from tho storchouse of the deep.
This is always looked upon as «
hardsinpg and an injustwee, akin Lo
that law which deprives a farmer
wha renls  land down Lo the wery
banks of a fish-providing river of the
right Lo take one single salmon from
out that river, cven though the land-
lord and all who pay that landlord
highly for the privilege of lishig are
constant trespassers  upon the len-
ant’s land while in pursuit of sport.
In the same way that, untal & short
time ago, a lzrmer dared not shoot
or trap the yvery rabiuts that eften
devourced the produce of whole nelds.

Dut, quite recently we have seen a
sLill more  glarmug instance of  land-
lord greed in the case of what  has
been  termed  C o subluarine estale”
A case has been iried i the
courts in which the lord of the soil
abutting upon the sea oo certain
part of Galway likewise clainis sove-
reignty over the bottom of the adia-
cont ocean and all it contans  and
yiclds up; consequently, he clayms
certain part of the monwes ecarnced by
the poor peasanls engaged o that
moast teilsome and 1ll-pard trade, the
making of keip.

Those who have never seen  help-
making can know nothing of  the
hardships endured by thosc cngoaged
ia the business. They cun scarcely
realise what it s Lo work dax after
day in cold and wel, often nearty up
1o the waist in the surf, gatherimg in
the slimy weed, collecting il along
shore to dry, then burning 1t down to
that material called kelp, frow winch
are extracted iedinc and other useful
products. Some dea of the labor
entailed by this trade will be given
by the fact that 20 tons of sen-wrack
raust be gathered Lo produce one ton
of kelp, for which ihe laborer ob-
tains sometimes L£2 per 1lon,  =ome-
times £4, for in many districts a
curious custom has been established
by the kelp purchaser.

The kelp-makers are a liiile com-
pany of, let us say, two imen When
they and their families have collected
the raw material and it has  been
finally burnt down in rude kilus eree-
ted along the sea shore, the preduct
is divided inlo equal shares; the
irader comes along and mives, hap-
hazard, a fair price for one lol and
a poor price for lhe second, and t)ms
the loiterv gives one family a [airly
remunerative price for ihe season’s
work, while the second has but a pil-
tance for their hard toil, yet tihe
bare chance of the better money next
time induces all to go on again the
ensuing season, wihich begins in May
and ends in August, galhcring, dry-
ing, and hurning included. Yalke the

land -

irade all round, 1L 15 Lut a wretched
carning nowadays, suel, upon  Lhese
seanl Dillances, wrung literally frowm
the deep, o Ualway Tandowner clains
and has suaccessfully fought out an a
cour L ol stice (save Uhe wack) Lhe
Fight to levy a Lax upon this product
of  hi< Caubmarime  estate '’ Oh,
Yesrothe frish we o discontented
peuple. NoL o having heen  created
cels, strange to say, thov  cabnol
help wrie~Tren awhilst bemng skined.
A CITANNEL TUNNEL

There is another  sub-manie busi-
ness ot starts up new and agrin,
Like the sca serpent, and which has
once  more beopn aclive of Jate—on
paper this as the sdea of o sub-
marine ratlroad  tunnel between  the

north of lreland and Scotland, -
tended by ils  promotors Lo fulfil
three  ends @ ofirsty, the dotng  away

with sca-sickness, which sonme politi-
clans believe Lo be the real canse of
Lthe sickening dislihe which exiats
between  these  sea-divided  nations.
The theory is, that could the Ing-
hish reach Ireland and the frish reach
Ipgland without having their  bile
mutually  stirred up i the Passape
ACruRY aur  stormy  chanuel,  all
national animositics would disappear
and there would be complete union of
hearts and hands, cle., ole.
Secondly, the flow of Lourist Lrale
would Dbe diveried from Dublin and
the south to Belfast and {he north,
as, nalurally, almost every traveller
from the Continent and BEnpland
would prefer to cross the Channel hv
rail and, comung (irst to Larme, near
Delfast, or perhaps 1o some post
further north, would spend moest tuoe
and money amongst Lthe Oravgenen
Thirdly, the proposed tunnel wonld

cost  some  allions, wiluch  would,
through cortwin northern Tory
mterest. be divirded ol hetl-
ween Scoteh, English, and

North of freland cngneer,
contractors, and laborers and would
quiet for a period some  grumblings
that at times are heard amongsi 1he
workimg (lawaes of even e P osper-
ous haorth, while brigmg o farr
share of woney 1 Lthe neghbor bood
of w ocertain nobleman wWho s nlost
anxious to bave the {unnel hegun,
cien before the war s ended.

OVIER-TANED IRELANID.

Mr, Wildran O'Brrewr bas heen
forced by ill-health 1o take o tong
Bl voddge,  hul s o wotk of 1l

United 1rish League tetuains 1 good
hands during s absence Two hittle
e~ of statistics Wil <pow  the
need there s onr Ieeland for Jegisha-
hon on the lities wd down by the
League, 1.0, Lhe compulsory sale of
farms Lo the tenants, and Lhe hreak-
g up of lhe hig grazing rauches
iila snrall holdnges

Freland s praluvally ove of L tiost
fertile (tNage lands 1n the world,
therefore, her people should he, for
the most part. an agricnltuial o=
lation Se fertile s the sorl thai,
waithh proper  cultivation, 1L would
support 15,000,000 of people in con-
ot t

Lefore 1843, there swere 8,000,000
of innabitants @ there are vow bhut a
litile over 1,000,000, the tiches! Hie-
1ricts having been cleared of mbalin-
tants an order 1o make way  for
catlle, 50 that at the present Lnne
there are 12,000,000 acres  under
grass and only 3,000,000 under til-
lage.

To Llake one county ag an example
Sixty  years ago Tipperary County
had a population of 412,000 Lo-
day, Tipperavy contams but 190,000
inhabitants

In a late nmuwuber of the * Fort-
nightly Review,” Lord Mavo ani Mr,
N. L. Synnett published woyomt ar-

ticle  conlaining SO0 starthng
Gpures,  especially startling when

taken in connection wilh the above
items.

Writing of the ‘increased taxalion
of Treland  with no increased  eapa-
city for taxalion,” these gentlomen
tell us that . " Trom 1891 to 1806
there was an  mercase  of  nearly
L£600,000, from 1896 Lo 1900, an
increase of 1more than  LG600,000,

The total nerease th those si1x years
wits, 1 routd numbers, £1,100,000,
o =X shillings per head on every
o, wolnwn, and cdold of the popu-
fation © Bul the mercase for the
present wvear, 14901, 1w £1,871,0006.
Phat s an additional  burden  of
L£2,000,000 Tawd updn this country
smee 1896, wihen f1ish taxalion was
declared by the Fuanciadl Relations
Compiission to he (wo wmillions and
three quarters in excvss of Ireland’s
tavable capracily .’

S Vihidst we sile, we soothe afilic-
Lion " was the mwtlo over the stage
of o provineicd  theatre very cele-
brated moits day. 1L s well for us
Irsh, that we can sule under almost
woy allhclion, even taxes, at least 5o
loug as oo up-tu-dale  educators
leave s our faith mr & bappy world
Lo conie,

A IPASHION IN MOURNING.

In Loendon Lhere is o fashionable
mouwrning warchoeuse m wheh s o de-
partment slyled the anitigated alllic-
Lion department. YWe don L ginte ad-
vertise  Lhe purveying eof mnuigated
aflliction m Dublin, yel 1 think 1t is
creeprmrg o, for 1 osmiled  the  other
evening al o coneert to  see a very
Youug and very prelly  gul, with
dark eyes and  black hair, wearing
right an Llhe soulh-cast-by-south,
ber curly front locks—just above tlhe
mendhian of the heart—a snow-white
curly tress, Lo ihe memory of her
hirst-love, 1o doubt ; a lress sugpges-
tne of sorrow her young dayvs shad-
g, bub prettily and  Lecomungly
shaded, not darkened. The questien
wos debated inny row  was the lock
put on o or was that one sad spol
genmuine, the result of an accident to
the scalp, er a sudden bLreaking off of
an engagement 2 Phe question was
settled mext day when 1 saw a_row
of preciselv the same white iresses in
o faslhonable hairdresser’s window,

BOG SLIDE.

There are still some  people  alive
who date particular evenls frem  Lhe
sear of the Bhe Wind, o ~torim which,
T rmistake nol, ocomred i the vear

-6 This svar we bave had o hin-
ticane <ol Lo be the hereest gzale
that hos hren experienced suaee that

Lune, DOW T3 ACdrs ago. Floods,
wreeks, fires, loss of hife. are repor-
Ll fromm all parts of Ireland, and w
serieus bog-slip oceurred o the
County of {lare, by winceh, though
no o human bves wete lost, several
fatviners have been rumed throegh the
loss of cattle, houses, and even land,
{for hundreds of actes that had been
purchased  and reclanued  are now
Iyving 15 feet Bepeath an tundation
of bog ~tuff, A public subseniption
bas Leen started 1o help the sulterery
who, by Lhis auwful sveafation, see
Lhemnselves  beggated, depinasd m oo
fpw short hows of the work of gen-
erations of harvd toilers e fauly,
consisting of  father, mother, awl
wine childven barely escaped i Che
tight, withoul even goetting tine 1o
dress, as the nwlher and cinldren had
to  be carricd  off o therr night
clothes Lo @ house that svas fortu-
nately out of the track of the Lorrent
of higuud bog ihal  streamed  down
from the sl of  the wounlain,
When daxhight came, the poor people
fotnnd that everyibing Lhey possossed
mn thiis world-—hotse, furniture,
clothes, catlle, and the ery  land,
with s crops, lay  Dhuried as hope-
Tossly as af an eruption from a vol-
cano had burst Torth and consuned
all before .,
M.D.

- COUNTY NEWS,
ANTRIM.—A Priest passes away.

IL was with <orrow and deep po-
gret that nmnbets of Cathalies i
Anlronn heard of the  death of  the
Rev I MeCavian, parish prie«t  of
Mannahstown The sal event took
place in the Mater inGrmorom Hos-
mtad.  Belfus(,  in sineh Tather
Melartan was imrsed durimg s Last,
illnesy After Tahoring Tor close on
16 vears 0 Tortafeny CGlenavy,
Lasbutn, wnd Ballamena Father Me
Cartan was appomied to 1Taunalies
Lown TPor 12 xcars he had  dis-
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