
(Fromour owncorrespondent.)
January 1.

Rev. Father Gillan visits Gisborneshortly.
A retreat for the Sisters of Mercy, conducted byRev. Father

Benedict, commencedat St. Mary'sConventlastMonday.
Rev. Father Eehoe is still away on his tour in quest of

health, which his numerous friends earnestly hope that he may
secure.

St. Patrick'sDay Celebrationcommitteemet lastSundayafter-
noon. Anartunion is to be workedinconnection with the fete
this year,and promises,so far, toproveeminently successful.

Mr. Win.O'Brien,M.P., has repliedby letter from Toowoomba
to the Auckland branch of the IrishNational Federationregretting
his inability to visit this Colony, but he

'hopesin thenear future
tomake the acquaintance of his warmheartedcountrymeninNew
Zealand about whomhehas heardsuch favorableaccounts.'

Our morning paper in an editorialarticle last Saturday,.in
which the writer labored to discuss Irish affairs, got rid of the
following:'Was it the occult presence of O'Brien in Australia
which caused Mr. Barton to hesitate aboutsending another Austra-
liancontingent toSouth Africa ?

'
■ .

OnFridaymorning lastatSt.Mary'sConvent Chapel,Ponsonby,
High Mass was sungby Rev. FatherPurton, 0.5.8., FatherO'Hara
being deaoon, Father MoGuineda subdeaoon. His Lordship the
Bishop was present in thesanctuary,an wasalso VeryRev. Father
Benediot, O.P. Father Gillan was master of ceremonies. Father
Russell, Dr. Egan, and Father Hills assisted the convent ohoir.
The Bishop delivered a short and instructivesermonon theBlasted
Sacrament. At the.conclusionof theMass,aprocession was formed
in which theBishop,clergy, Sisters of Mercy, theChildren of Mary
fromthe various parishes,and tbe laity present, took part. The
sight wasmoat edifying.
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theparentsof the contracting parties arewell-known residents of
Wellington. Father Holley performed the ceremony. The bride
was attiredin a cream costume,and wore a wreath and veil. She
wasattendedby her twosisters, the Misses Nellie and Rita Leydon,
who wore white muslin dresses with hats tomatch. The brides-
maids receivedgifts of gold bangles from thebridegroom. Mr. E.
A.Butler actedas groomsman. The guests were entertainedat tbe
residence of the bride's parents after the ceremony. The honey-
moon is beingspentin the Wanganui district.

The half-yearlymeeting of the local branch of the Hibernian
Society washeldin St.Patrick's Hall on Thursday evening. There
was a large attendance of members. Bro. E. Carrigan,J.P., pre-
sided. The Rev. Father Goggan, chaplain, bade good-bye to the
members. The president,ina fine speech, testified to the immense
amount of good work done by Father Goggan since his advent to
the parish, and hoped that his absence would only be temporary.
Itwasresolvedtocelebrate St. Patrick's Day by holding sports in
the Basin Reserve and a National concert in the evening. The
following officers were elected for the ensuing half year:—Presi-
dent, J. W. Calligan; vice-president, O. Krohn; treasurer, M.
Bohan;secretary, P.Kelleher;warden,P.Shannon;guardian, W.
J. Gosling;medical attendants,Drs. Cahill and Maokin;sick visi-
tors,James Stratford andP.O'Callaghan;auditors, M.McGlinchey
andJ.Stratford. One new member was elected and twocandidates
proposed. The takings during the eveningamounted to £60.

PALMERSTON NORTH.

Mr H.H. Loughnan, choirmaster ,of the Fro-Cathedral ohoir,
is worthyof sincere congratulation on the verymarked improve-
ment manifestedin the rendition of the Churchmusic. Although
the task is eminently acongenialone,yetthehigh stateof efficiency
attained is alike creditable to the talented conductor, whodevotesa
great deal of time to the duties,and satisfactory toallconcerned..

Haydn's No. 2Mass wassung in thePro-Cathedralon Sunday
at HighMacs, the solos being takenbyMiss Bowler(soprano),Mrs,
A. Mead (alto),Mr. McKay (tenor),and Messrs. C. MoNamara and
R. Beveridge(bass). The music was the cameas ohChristmas Day,
and was exceedingly well rendered. Mr. H.H. Longhnan con-
ducted, and Miss Funston presided at the organ. After the Mas*
there was Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, followed after
Vespers with theusualmonthlyprocession. There waa acrowded
congregation.

The bazaar at Lyttelton, which extended over the New Year
holidays, was brought to a close on Saturdaynight withasaleof
work. OnNew Year's Day the bazaar was thronged,and on the
followingThursday was honored by avisit from hisLordship the
Bishop andVeryRev.Dean Foley. Although the net results are
not yet known,still the event has provedanunqualified snooews,
upon which the popular pastor^the Rev.Father Cooney,his ener-
getiocommittee,and especially the ladieswho took such a willing
andhard-working part, are to be sincerelycongratulated. ,

On Boxing Day a pionic, organised by St. Mary's Catholic
Ladies'Club, took place at Stewart's Gully,a pretty spot. on.the
Waimakariri,near Kaiapoi, which proveda most enjoyableouting
to the members and friends whoattended. The party,,numbering
about thirty,leftthe residenceof Mrs J.R.Hunt (president)atnine
oclock invehicles provided by MrFinnerty, and on arrival at the
pleasure grounds boating,oroquet,and other suitable games were
indulged in. The returnhome wasmade atnightfall,theoity being
reached at ton o'clock,all having passed a thoroughly enjoyable
day.

(Fromourown correspondent.)
December29,

The opening and blessing of thenewchurch at Ashurst took
place on Sunday, the 22nd inst. His Grace Archbishop Redwood,
assisted by the Rev. Father Tymons, of St. Patrick's,Palmerston,
performed the ceremony,anddedioatedthe church to St.Columba.
Beinga perfect summerday largecrowds assembled fromall round
the district, the Palmerston Catholic public being particularly
numerous. St.Patrick's choir journeyedout in full force, andren-
dered 'Farmer's Mass inBin theirbest style, the sopranoand alto
solos being takenby MissesL.Brophy andScanlon respectively, and
the tenor and bass by Messrs V.A,Dallow and D. Roach, the organ
being faultlessly played by Mr Percy Tombs. At the close of the
Mass his Grace Archbishop Redwood,after a few introductory re-
marks as tohis surprise at finding so beautiful achurch soperfect
inacoustic properties and ventilation in every way,and congratu-
lating the architect and congregation in erecting such a perfect
tabernaclefor thehonor and glory of God, then proceededwith an
eloquent discourse on theduty of prayer andpraise weowe to the
Almighty. HisGrace dweltparticularly on the duties of parentsin
seeing that their children weresent to Catholic schools. A collec-
tion was then taken up, when the handsome sum of £50 waß
received.

Inthe eveninghis Grace preached at St.Patrick's, Palmerston
North, to a crowded congregation.

AtSt.Patrick's Church the festival of Christmas was ushered
in by the celebrationof Midnight Mass, which was said by theRev.
Father Tymons, when there was a very large congregation. The
choir rendered Mozart's Eleventh Mass. Prior to the MassRoss's
1Tantum Ergo' was sung by Messrs V. A. Dallow (tenor) and D.
Roach (baas) in their beet style. Mr T. Rodgers also sang the

'
Star

of Bethlehem
' veryeffectively. At the end of the Mass theRev.

Father Tymons verykindly entertained the choir at thepresbytery,
where the season's greetings were exchanged.

TIMARU.

[This letter arrived too latefor insertion inour last issue.]

(From our own correspondent.)
TheRev.FatherClaffey, S.J.,ofMelbourne, who is to conduct

theannual retreat for the nunaof theSacred Hearthas arrivedin
Timaru and preachedat Veapers onSunday last.

A sale of work, in aid of the new church fund, washeldon
Deoember 23 in the girls' schoolroom. The proceedings were
enlivened by musical and other contributions by Messrs. D.
McDonald (song), M. Eiby (song), and the children ofthepariah
sohools (chorus and dumb-bell exercise). The proceeds were
satisfactory.

There is some talk of a parishdemonstrationon St.Patrick's
Day, but whether itis to take place,or whetheranamalgamation
with theSt.Patrick'sSports' Association willbe theresultwillnot
be decideduntil the next meeting of the association. Whatever
will be the result itis intended that March17 willbe celebratedin
Timaru inamanner worthyof the district.

The 11 o'clock Mass on Christmas Day, attheChurch of the
SaoredHeart,wascelebratedby theRev.Father Tubman, whoalso
preachedthe occasional discourse. The choir, augmented by some
friends from Temuka, rendered Gounod's 'Messe Solennelle,' the
soloists being Mrs. Lynch, Miss MeGuinuees,and Miss O'Meegban
(soprano), Miss McKennah (alto), Messrs Jefferson,Eiby,Dossett,
andJeffries(tenor),Messrs. D.McDonald, andJ.McKennah (bass).
The

'
Adeßte Fideles

'
was rendered verynicely by the choir. Mr.

Kearsley oonduoted and Miss McGuinness presided at the organ.
The church was tastefully decorated with evergreens, etc., and
appropriatemottoesoccupied prominentplacesin the aisles.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH.

(Fromour own correspondent).
January 6.

Masseswere celebratedin thePro-Cathedral onNew Year'sDay
(Feast of the Circumcißion) at 6, 7.30 and 10 a.m., with the custo-
mary services in the evening.

To-day (Monday),Feast oftheEpiphany, Masses werecelebrated
in the Pro-Cathedral at 6, 6.30, 7, 7.30 and9 a.m., with theusual
devotions in the evening.

After the Bermon in the Pro-Cathedralon Sunday evening Mr
C. M'Namara gave a very fine rendering of the sacred solo'Nazareth.'

The choir of St. Mary's, Manchester Bfcreet, repeated
Mozart's 'Twelfth Mass' on the Sunday following Christmas,
Masses being celebrated and the usual devotionsheldon the inter-
vening festivaldays.

The Rev.FatherMelu,S.M.,of theOtaki MaoriMission, arrived
in Christchurch on last Thursday week, and is now engaged
visiting the various native settlements as far south as Inver-
cargill.

TheRev.Father Alexander McDonnell,a youngpriestdestined
for the diooese, arrived at the endof last week fromEurope,andat
the Pro-Cathedralon Sunday at Vespers preached an impressive
discourse on thaHolyEucharist.

The VeryRev.Father Keogh, S.M., Rector of St.Patrick's Col-
lege, arrived inChristchurch from Wellington onlastFriday week.
He celebrated the 9.30 o'olock Mass in the Pro-Cathedralon the
following Sunday, andduring the week left for theSouth.

At the invitationof his Lordship theBishopa largenumber of
ladies are tomeetat the presbytery onThursday afternoon to form
committeesinconnectionwith theSt.Patrick's Day celebration and
the establishmentof,as the circular states,a

'Home for the deserv-
ing poor and infirm, destitute children,incurables, etc., irrespective
of raceandreligion.'
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