
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

choice made at nprevions meeting of lay chairman, andcongratu-
Aat«d Mr. W. Hoba.i in h■ possession of the unanimous confidenceJot the *>xe';utive committee, and also on the requisite tuct,energy,
andability toworth.ly fill tneposition. Thevarious-aub-oommitteestht-n met and elected their respective chairman and s^cretarie-i.The executive committee met, when it was announced that his
Excellency the G ivernor had, in a very gracious communication,
extended his patronage, His Lordship theBishop stated that when
recently going pouth he had met Sir J. G. Ward who was verypleased to give his patronage as did also his Worship the Mayor,Mr.
A. E. ii. Kuodes. <;aiUerbury Hall has been wecuied for the
concert, and, as previou^y Htated, Lancaster Park for the tportsmeeting. Donations co the celebration were acknowledged from
the VeryRev Vicar-General, £1 ;Mr. JohnBarrett, £2 2a;andMr.M.Kavanagh, £2.

December 29, Sunday.-Sunday within theOctave of the Nativity" m j ot# Thomaß« Bishopand Martyr.
J?1 Jond»y— St. Elizabethof Hungary, Widow.

Iftn",
dJ« Tuesday -St. Sylvester,Popeand Confessor.January 1, Wednesday.-Feastof theCircnmcision.� A lnursday.— Octaveof theFetet of St. Stephen,FirstMartyr.3, Friday.— Octaveof theFeastof St.John, Apostle.4, Baturday.-Octave of the Feast of the Holy Inno-cents,Martyrs.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

(From our owncorrespondent.)
December 17.

Our schools break up this week. Several of them intend tomark the occasion by anentertainment.
Rev.Father Gillan, of St.Benedict's, is,Iregret to say, tempo-rarily confined to his room through illness. To one of FatherOillan'senergy this enforcedretirement is moat galling.
1Loyal Colonial

'
pensa most bitterletter in yesterday's Herald

againstMr. William O'Brien and what he dubs his 'mission. A
contemporaryand celebrated writer has recently said that 'poli-tioal life is an eternal crucifixion,' which aptly fita the present case.Rev.Father Moorehaa resignedhis curacyat St.Patrick's,and
early in the new year purposes returning to Victoria. It is withdeepand genuine regret that the parishionersof St. Patrick's part
withFather Moore,and all unite in wishing him long life andhappinessto labor inGod's cause, which is so dear to his heart.By the Mararoa which arrived from Sydney on Sunday twopriests for the Maori mission from Mill Hill College, London-Rev. Fathers Langerwert and Wentzies

—
came to join their con-freres of the Order of St. Joseph whohave for many yearsminis-tered so faithfully to thenativesunder the careof Very Rev Dean

Lightheart.
St. Patrick's Day CelebrationCommitteemet last Sunday after-noonin the Marist Brothers'School,Rev. Father Patterson in the

chair. Itwasdecided to hold the sportsand chrildren's treatin theDomain, anda national concert on the evening of Irish NationalFestival. Through theefforts of Father Pattersonanart unionwillbe added to theprogramme.
The scholastic year at St. Mary's Convent High School,Ponsonby, was fittingly brought to a close lust evening by a concertand presentationof prizes to the successful candidates. There wasa very large attendance, and every item was well rendered anddrew forth loud plaudits from the delighted listeners. The follow-ing excellentprogramme was given:'March from Eii,' orchestra;chorus, pupils;piano solo, Mis6Cronin;dialogue, Misses Ella Brom

and A. Ralph;chorus, pupils;vocalsolo, 'Sleep,'MissRalph;pianosolo, Miss E. Brown;recitation,MipsScully;chorus,pupils;March,'Athalie,' 'Orchestra;vocal solo, 'The dawn,' Miss Nazer;choruß^pupils;duet (piano), Misses Kuthven and Jones ;recitation, Mips
Ansley;vocal duet, Misses B. Jones and E. Brown;pianosolo, Mis»sMathias; chorus, pupils;mandolin solo,Miss Bray ;recitation, Miss
Dempsey;chorus, pupils. The certificates won at the theory
examinations in nniHic under Trinity College, London,werepre-
sented by the Very R^v. Dr.E^au, OSB.

At St.Patrick's Cathedral on Sunday eveninglast his Lordship
Dr. Lenihan aduainiutt red the Saorament of Confirmation to 127candidates, among whom were several adults The church wascrowded. Tbere was also in the sanctuary Very Rev. FatherBenedict, O.P ; Rev. Father Colean, SJ. (Syduey), Rev. FathersPatterson, Adm. ; Purton, O S.B.; Buckley, and Rev. Fathers
Langerwert and VVeutzien,of the Orde' of St. Joseph. Rev Father
Colgan, S.J., delivered an eloquent and convincing sermon on thegospel of '.he day. At the conclusion of the ceremony the Bishopaddressed the children, and said :'To-night you have been enrolled
under the great Captain as soldiers of the (Jross, and, my dearchildren, in the course of your lives many temptations and trialsmay cross your paths, but if you will recall the great eventof thisnight and recollect the promises made and the good resolutionsformed, you will successfully fight them. Ilook forward to thetime when you will take your share in the work of the Church, inthe choir,in the ranks of the collectors,and in various other ways.Never neglect to say yourmorning and night prayero,never missMass on Sundays. Be obedient to your parents and superiors,andavoid,above all, bad company;and if you do this, dependupon ityouwill became good Catholics and good citizens, and your rewardshall be everlasting happinessin Heaven.' The choir, under Mr. P.F. Hiscocks, rendered valuable assistance. The church wascrowded, and the proceedings were of the most impressivecharacter.

ST. THOMAS, BISHOP AND MARTYB.
St. Thomas a Becket was born in Londonin 1118 his father
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Fourknights, acting on these words immediately s< t out for Knelandand murdered the boly Archbishop, Dtcember 29,1170 ThomasTrTni^n^i in
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SC. SYLVESTER 1., POPE AND CONVBSSOR.

Hnrin*" f/lvfe9ter' a native of Rom*< w»8w»8 called torule theChurch
stantinp I

WCn7;one^arß^hich- followed the accession of Con
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ihpr v ,J' W -Werf TW> f°r the firßt time' allow«d perfectiberty .n the exercise of their rel-gion. The most ironortant ev«nVin the Pontificate of St.Sylwte, wa« the celebration rfSe*£{General Council, which wa« prided over by t te papallegates andin which the here,yof Arius was condemned. St.^ylvestr died

FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION.
This i8i 8 a festival celebrated on January 1 toremind us of rh«humility of our Lord in allowing Himaelfto be kerning ynum!bered among sinners, by submitting to the law.f the Jews fi£cumcsion was a rel g.ous practice among the Jews inthe otoeWanS"^ a distinctive mark was place1 on male children rh?eighth day after their birth,and on all -dnlta whoeSbSoSthdlrel.g.on. Itwas established a» a distinctive sign of t?,e people of

Now that the woolseason is at hand Messrs. Donald Reid andCo., the well-known Dunedin merchants proffer their services towool growers, either as brokers for sale of their clip in the localmarket, or for shipment to the firm's London agents. Messrs.DonaldReid and Co. are noted for their promptness inrendering
account ealeß andpaying over proceeds, whilst their charges are onthe lowest scale. A matterof importance to sellersis that the firm'swool exchange if.centrally situated so that theirconsignments aredelivered direct into Btore, thus saving any expenseon that score.The show room is commodious and well-lighted, so that the wool isshown to the best advantage The following;dates for sales havebeen arranged:January 9 and 30, February 27... Har£:S;^^

Thursday, December 2b', 1»<>!}. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
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