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choice made at » previona meeting of lay chairman, and congratu-

ated Mr. W. Hoba. ic h & possesaion of the upanimous copfidence
?.ol the exesutive committee, and also on the requisite tact, enerygy,
and ability to worth:ly fill tne position, The various.nuh-oommltn.ees
then et and elected their respective chairmsn and secretaried,
The executive committee met, when it was announced that his
Excellency the G .vernor had, in a very gracious communication,
extended hie patronare, His Lordship the Bishop stated that when
recently geing south he haa et Sir J. 6. Ward who was very
pleased to give his patronage a9 did also his Worship the Mayor, Mr.
A, BE. G. Rnodes. Canterbury Hall has been secuced for the
ooncert, and, as previow-ly stated, Laucaster Park for the eporis
meeting, Dooatons co the celebration were avkuowledged from
the Very Rev Vicar-General, £1 ; Mr, John Barrett, £2 2 ; and Mr.
M, Kavanagh, £2.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

(From our own correspondent.)

December 17.

Our schools break up this week. Several of them intend to

k the oceasion by an entertainment.

e Rev, Father Gil{an, of 8t. Benediot's, is, I regret to eay, tempo-
rarily confined to his room through iliness. To .one of Father
@illan's energy this enforced retirement is most galling, ,

! Loyal Colonial’ pens a most bitter letter in yesgerday s_Heralrl
againat Mr, William O’'Brien and what he duba his ' miesion. A
contemporary and celebrated writer has recently said that * poli-
tical life is an eternal crucifixion,” which aptly fits the present case.

Rev. Father Moore has resigned his curacy at Bt. Patrtck_’s, snd
early in the new year purposes retugniqg to Victoria. It.. i with
deep and genuine regret that the parlshwne}-s of St. Patrick's part
with Father Moore, and all unite in wishing him lqng life and
bappiness to labor in (God's cause, which is so dear to his heart,

By the Mararoa which arrived from Sydney on Bunday two
priests for the Maori mission from Mill Hill College, London—
Rev, Fathers Langerwert and Wentzies —came to join their con-
fréres of the Order of St. Joseph who have for many yeara minis-
tered po faithfully to the natives under the care of Very Rev. Dean

ightheart,
nghSt, Patrick’s Day Celebration Committes met !ast Sunday after-
noon in the Mariast Brotbers’ School, Rev. Father Patterson in the
chair. It wasdecided to hold the sportaand chrildren’s treat in the
Dowain, and a national concert on the evening of Irish N_atlou'al
Festival, Through theefforts of Father Patteraon an art union wiil
ded to the programme.

be N'll‘t?g Bcholngtic year at St. Mary's Cenvent High 8chool,
Ponzonby, was fittingly brourht to a close lust evening by a concert
and presentation of prizes to the succersful candidates. There was
a very large attendance, and every item was well rendered and
drew forth loud plaudits from the delighred hr-teuersj.. ’The follow-
ing excellent programme was given i Ma}-ch from Ei, o‘rchentra ;
chorus. pupils ; piane solo, Mies Cronin ; dialogue, Misses Eila, Brom
and A. Ralph ; chorus, pupile ; vocal solo, * Sleep,” Miss Ra.lph ; pisno
solo, Mise E, Brown ; recitation, Miss Scuily ; chorus, pupils ; March,
! Athalie,’ orchestra ; vocal solo, * The dawn, Miss Nazer‘; chorus,
pupils; duet (pinno), Misses Ruthven and Jones ; recitation, Miss
Ansley ; vooal duet, Misses B, Jones and E. Brown; piane Eplo, Misy
Mathias ; chorus, pupils ; mandolin solo, Miss Bray ; recitation, Miss
Dempsey ; chorus, pupils. The certficates won at the theory
examinations in music vnder Trmty College, London, were pre-
sented by the Very Rev, Dr. Egan, 0 5 B, . . .

At 8t. Patrick’s Cathedral on RXunday evening lust hl‘ﬂ Lordship
Dr. Leniban adwinist red the Sacrament of Confirmation to 127
candidates, among whom were peveral adults The church was
crowded, There was also in the sanotuary Very Rev, Father
Benedict, O.F' ; Rev, Father Colean, 8.J. (8yduey), Rev. Fathers
Patterson, Adm.; DPurton, 0 8.B.; Buckley, and Rev., Fathers
Langerwert and Wentziev, of the Order of St. Joseph, Rev Father
Colgan, 5.J, delivered an eloquent .aud convincing sermon on the
gospel of theday. At the conclusion of the ceremony the Bishop
addressed the children, and said : *To.night you have been enrclled
under the great Captain ns soldiere of the Cross, and, my dear
children, in the course of your lives many temptations and trials
may croes your paths, but if you will recall the great event of this
night and recollect the promises made and the good resolutions
formed, you will successfully fight them. I look forward to the
time when you will take your share in the work of the Church, in
the choir, in the ranks of the collectors, and in varions other ways,
Never neglect to say your morning and night prayers, never miss
Masen on Sundays. Be cbedient to your parents and B periors, aufi
avoid, above all, bad company ; and if you do this, depend upon it
you will became good Catholics and good citizens, and your rewsard
shall be everlasting happiness in Heaven.’ The choir, under Mr, P,
F. Hiscocks, rendered valuable assistance. The church was
crowded, and the proceedings were of the most impressive
character.

Now that the wool season is at hand Messrs, Donald Reid and
Co., the well-known Dunedin merchants, proffer th_eir' services to
wool growers, either as brokers for sale of their clip in the local
market, or for ehipment to the firm's London agents, Mesurs,
Donald Reid and Co. are noted for their promptuess in rendering
account rales and paying over proceeds, whilst their charges are on
the lowest soale, A matter of importance to sellers is that the irm's
wool exchange is centrally situated so that their consipnments are
delivered direct into store, thus saving any expense on that ecore,
The show room is commodious and weil-lighted, so that the wool ia
shown to the best advantage The following dates for sales have
been arranged : January 9 and 30, February 27...

—_—

Friends at Court

>

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

December 29, Sundny.—Snndny within the Octave of the Nativity
8t. Thomas, Bishop and Martyr,
" #0, Mondey.—8t. Elizaheth of Hungary, Widow,
" 41, Tuesday.—St. Sylvester, Pope and Confessor.

January 1, Wednesday,—Fesat of the Circomcision.
" 2, Thursday. —Octave of the Feast of 8t, Btephen, First
Martyr,
" 3, Friday.~-Octave of the Feast of 5t J ohn, Apoatie,
,, 4, Saturday.~—Qctave of the Feast of the Holy Inne-

centa, Martyrs,

8T, THOMAS, BISHOP AND MARTYR,

8t. Thomes & Becket was born in London in 1118, his father
being & wealthy merchant, He wad introdoced at an early age into
the housebold of Archbishop Theobald, whose favorite he soon be-
come. To improve himself in every knowledgs, especially in civil
and ecelesiastical law, Thomas, with the permission of his patrom,
frequented the University of Paris, and then went to Bologna,
where he attended the lectures of the celebrated Gratian, On his
return to England he was employe! in some important negotiations,
and gradually rose to the archdeaconry of Canterbury, When
Theobald died, in 1161, King Henry IT. resplved to raise his
esteemed chancellor to the vacant see, Only at the instance of the
Lega e, Cardinal Henry of Piea, Thomas at laat vielded in ascepting
the dignity, and was consecrated in 1162, From that time he be-
came & strong advocate of the Church's rights, defending her
against the king, who aimed at the camplete subjection of the hier-
archy to the Crown. He refused to consent to the constitutions of
the Councils of Clarendon, which restrained the juriediction of the
bishops and attempted to bring the clergy ander secular jurisdic-
tion, After a fruitless resistance, Thomas was persuaded to sign
the constitntions, Soon sfter, however, he repented of his con-
descension and withdrew his assent. Henry ocited him befors a
Council at Northampton to answer for the charge of high trea-cn,
In this struggle for the liberties of the Church Thomas stood alone;
he wag deserted even by his brother bishops. Seeing that the king
was determined t¢ crush him, he appesled to the Pope. and then,
secretly leaving the kingdow, flrd to Franse for shelter, Heory
confi~coted the properts, and banished all the kindred of the fugi-
tive Archbirhop,

From France Thomas went to Rome, where Pope Alexander ITI.
received the saint with every mark of respect and veneration,
Anxious to end the guarrel, Pope Alexander made every prasible
effort to accomplish a reconciliation between the English king and
th> Primate, King Lounis of Franee did the same, Finding all
efforts fruitless, the Pope at last Kave permission to employ the
weapon of ecclesiastical renpurea against his persecutors, ~Aecord-
ingly, at Vezelay, in 1166, the Primate solemnly condemned the
constitutions of Clarendon, and excommunicated all advizera and
sapporters thereof, and all invaders of Church property. Fearing
that the Primate wounld Iay the kingdom under an interdiot, Henry
began, at last, tu show a sudden desire for peace, Thomas returned
to England, where he was grected by the people with transports of
joy. He had received letters from the Pope, suspending and ex-
commuunicating three prelates, The condict of these bishapa
obliged the Primate to carry out the Popes iptentions. W hen
Henry heard of this he broke out into one of his usnal fite saying :
‘In there no one to rid me of that trouhlesome priest 7’ Four
knights, xcting on these words Immes lately act out for England,
and murdered tbe hely Archbishop, December 29, 1170, Thomas
was canoniy d in 1172, and in 1120 his remaing were removed to
Trinity Chapel, where they were for several centuries, the object of

pilgrimages. Henry VIII. destroyed the chapes and burned and
scattered hia hones,

BT, BYLYESTER 1., POPE AND CONFESS0R.

St. Bylvester, & native of Rome, was called to rule the Church
during the twenty-one years which 'followed the accession of Con-
stantine, (ne of his prineipal careg wak to provide churches for
the faithful, who were now, for the frst time, allowed per’ect
liberty in the exerciee of their rel'wion. The most important event
in the Pontificate of &, Sylvester waa the celebration of the First
General Council, which was precided over by t1e papal legates, and
in which the heresy of Arius was condemped. S, Sylvester died
in 333,

FEAST CF THE CIRCUMCISION,

This is a festival celebrated on Jannary | to remind us of the
humihty of our Lord in allowing Himself to be seemingly num-
bered among sinuers, by submitting to the law «f the Jews. Cir-
cumcision was a religions practice among the Jews in the observance
of which a distinctive mark was placei on male children the
elghth day after their birth, and on all sdnlte who embraced their
religion. It was established ax 4 distinctive sign of the people of
God, a sign of the covenant made by God with Abraham, and as
the figure of baptist in the New Law, The feast of Circumeision

is very uncient in the Church, as ia proved by the homilies and ser-
mons of the Fathers of the Church.

————— -

Residents in Ashburton are recommended to patronise Messrs
Hardley Brothers, for plumbing, and tronmongery of all kinds,..,

BEST Value in CHRISTOHURCH for MaNTLEe MILLINEET,
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