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There is not.one Catholic among the 17 chief postmasters in
New Zealand. The statement* (published, ofcourse, anonymously)
that there only 59 employeesin the Chief Post Office.Dunedin, and
that asmany as19 of theseareCatholics,are both absurd. Ihave
detailed lists before me.which show that the total number of
employees is 80. Ihave also before me accurate lists of
the names and occupations of all the Catholic employees
of the Post and Telegraph Department in Dunedin and sub-
urbs They oount,asIhavealready shown, only a little more than
one inevery nineof the who'e number, and only oneof them nut
of a total of 236 employees occupies a position above thatof the
rank and file. A stat>meat alpomade anonymously in your issih
of Wednesday refers as follows to the chief post office. Dunedin:
1During the last12months seven appointmentshave been made in
thepost office, of which six were given toRomanCatholic*.' Even
if this statement were true,it would not, of course,prove that the
public service, or thePost Office Department,or even the local post
office, is 'stuffed

'
withan undueproportionof Oatholics. But tie

only true statement in the quotedsentence is just this
—

that seven
appointmentshave been made inthat time. The rest is a fabrica-
tion. Ihavehadsomedelay ingetting at thefacts of the case;but
Ihavenow before me the complete listof theappointmentsreferred
to, and.insteadof their being Bix Catholics and one non-Catholic,
the actual figures are six non-Catholics and oneCatholic. Ihave
ascertainedthat there is inall Otago andSouthland one permanent
stationmasier who is a (reputed) Catholic. Iintend topublish at
the proper time pome further curious figures as to thepositionof
Catholics in theRailway and other departments. A great English
writer has said that

'
few men can resist the temptation to write

under a mack things which they would not say with open face.'
This will account for the fact that thestrictly anonymous writers
in your issue of this morning have dished up bogus figures to your
readers, and inflicted upon them weary narrations, in which the
names of persons and places, dates, and every circumstance that
could provide themeans of testing them, weresuppressed with the
most elaborateoare.

By reference to the D3classification listIfind that, withincre-
mentsup todate,the amount expended in salaries and wages on
the 171permanent employees at the Government Workshops,Hill-
side,reaches, as nearly asIcanascertain it, £448 7s per week. Of
this amount,Catholics draw only £28 10a 6d, or a fraction more
than £1 inevery £16 of the whole amount. Yet our proportion to
total population is onein seven. An inquiry (not yet complete)
into the local Lands, Survey, and allied departments shows only
three Catholics in some 50 employees. In the customs (port of
Dunedin, including Port Chalmers) no Catholic occupiesany oneof
the 15 salaried positions,and there areonly fourCatholicemployees,
all on wagesand in subordinate posts. At the DunedinRailway
Station (goods, passenger, loco., workshops,superintendence,and
engineers) there are 90 salaried officials, of whom only seven (or
practically one in 13) areCatholics. Ihave furtherstartling figures
uponthis question of

'
stuffing,'but Idonot wish, for the present,

to trespass further on your space.—Iam, etc..
Editor New Zealand Tablet.

OUR SCHOOLS.

ST. DOMINIC'S COLLEGE, DUNEDIN.

paidhe had ro apologise for the absence of his Lordship Biehop
Verdon, who,to bis great regret regret, was unable to be present.
This was to be regretted,asno oie took a greater interest inedu-
cational matters than his Lordship. Father Murphy then read the
annual report,which wasas follows:—:

—'This yearhas been characterised by exceptional diligence on
thepart of thepupils:we have rarely seen each enthusiasm for
study. As a consequence, in the examination just held of class
subjects it was inseveral cases difficult to discover thebest, many
papers falling short of the maximum by very few marks. Aa an-
other naturalconsequence of this love of study the conduct of the
students has renderedoar task easy and pleasant. There has not:
been one troublesomegirl in the school. Respect, docility, and
politedemeanor havebeen the prevailing tone throughout. About
40pupil* havegone through the musical examinationsof theRoyal
Academy andTrinity College,London,with gratifyiog snocess. Inthe
art studio the workdonehas been alsoexoellent. Indeed,themarked
ability wehave found among the student"in the variousbranches
gives promise of brilliant successes in the future.' The report,
said Father Murphy, was short,butit was certainly gratifying to
thepupilsandpleasantto the parents of the children andothers
interested in the college. Itwasnot necessary for him to speakof
the secular work ofthe college,as others more competent had pro-
nounced on that,and their opinion was very satisfactory. One
thing he wished toemphasise, the one thing that was brought pro-
minently before all in the report, and that was the excellent con-
duct of thepupils during theyeir. This should bring j^y to every
parent whohad thehapuineeaof havinga chilrt trainedin that ex-
cellent institution. Itwas the duty of the parent to educate the
child and prepareit for thebattle oflife,and moreespecially tosee
to its religious training, for a parent who neglected this duty be-
trayed the trust imposedon him by theCreator. When a childhad
been given thenecessary training to take it through life,and had
also received the instruction necessary for itsFirst Communion,then
was the time for theparent to see if it had any ability that would
be likely to show clearly its path in life, and if the
parenthad themeansathisdisposalhe shouldgive thechild ahigher
education bo as to develop whatever talents God had given it.
Only then would theparents havedischarged their duties properly.
When children were sent to an institution such an St.Dominic's
College the opportunities were given them to bring out those
qualities which wouldenable them later on tofind outwhat position
in life they werebest suited for. This waß a grand thing for the
child, whowould thus be free to makeits own selection. Itwould
not fall to the lot of many of those children to follow in the foot-
steps of their teaohers ;but there weremany other positions in life
of great importance for young ladies, for it wassaid that the hand
which rooked the cradle was that which ruled the world. This
being so, the fact of educating a child wasanimportant one, for
the handthat waa torule the world must be gentleyet firm. This
accomplishment was tobe got only by agoodandthoroughreligious
education. The children in that institution had the example of
their teachersalwaysbefore them— the veryair resounded with the
praisesof God

—
and if they did not fully realise theadvantages at

their disposalthe day would come when, with more mature mindf,
they would reflect upon the goodand s-nntly lives led by their
teachers, and would try to emulate them. Itwasa great happiness
for those children who wereplaced under the charge of the Sisters
of St. Dominic, or, as they were called in the early days of the
Order, 'The Militia of Christ.' For nearly 800 years they had
done great work, and had met with many crosses but they over-
came themall, and to-day they had the satisfaction that there are
very few parts of the world where they had not established them-
selves and brought forth fruit worthy of St. Dominic and spouses
of Christ.

The following is theprizelist :—:
—

SENIOR SCHOOL.

Christian Doctrine.— Senior division:Silver medal, Miss T.
Kilmartin ;hon. mention,A. Plunkett, M. Byrne,N. Kelly, M.
Herlihy, F. MClu«key. Christian doctr.ne— Junior division:
Silver medal, Mi-s Minnie Collins ;hon. mention, W. Power, M.
Tobin, M. Murray.M. M Ponald,M Sullivan.

CI»S9 Prizes
—

Class B (intermediate grade)):Silver medallist,
Miss W. Power ;arithmetic, Mis-s Minnie Collins; French, MiBS
Mary Tobin;Latin, M^s M.Smellie. Cla^s A (intermediategrade):
Silver medallist, Miss H. Sweeney:arithmetic. Miss K. Byrne;
French, Miss Maud Collins ;Latin Miss E. Wood. Class B (senior
grade, civil service):Silver medallist.Miss N. Kelly ;arithmetic,
Miss M.Herlihy ;algebra, MissH.M'Kay ;Latin,Miss H.M'Kay;
French, Miss N. Kelly. Class A (senior grade, matriculation class):
Gold medallist (dux), Mips T. Kilmartin;arithmetic, Miss J. Kel-
man;algebra,Miss A. Plunkett; French (silver medal), Miss H.
MKay ;excellence in literary style(won at a special concursus),
Miss G. Wood.

Art Needlework
—

Silver medal, Miss M. Brennan;hon.men-
tion— Misses Maud Collins, F. Clarke, M O'Rourke. W. Power,H.
M'Kay. A. M'Dougall, A. Cutten. Mountmellick and drawn-thread
work:Prize, Miss A. M'Poti^all;hon. mention— J. Kelman, M.
Tobin, F. MCluskey, M. M'Donald, C. Heffernan, M. Murray, N.
O'Sullivan, M. Graham, M. Jaekman, and M. Smellie. Painting
from the cast : Silver medal, Miss J. Kelman;water-color paint-
ing,Miss A. Cutten; mapping, Mins A. M'Dougall; penmanship,
Miss M. O'Rourke;calisthenics— Miss F. Clarke and R. Rossiter;
hon. mention

—
Misses J.Kelman, M.Jaekman, M.Walshe,K. Bryne,

H.Sweeney, A.MDougall, M. O'Rourke, and M. Herlihey. Excel-
lence in class work, Miss M.Byrne;attendance

—
Mixseß H.M'Kay,

J. Millar;wood carving, MinsF.M'Cluskey ;out-door games, Miss
>■. Clarke;politeness,Miss M. Cutten;good conduct (silver medal),
Miss Maud Collins.

Wreath (awarded by the vote of the pupils for amiability),
Miss Fanny McCluskey.

The annual entertainment by, and distribution of prizes to the
pupilsof St. Dominic's College took placein thenew cloister of the
Priory on Wednesday night in the presence of a large number of
parentsof the children. Among those present weretheVery Rev.
Mgr. O'Ltary, and Rev.Fathers Murphy, Coffey, Cleary, O'Malley,
Headen and O'Reilly.

The entertainment opened with a chorus nicely given by the
kindergarten olass. This was followed by another ohoruß, 'The
■wallow,' contributedby thepupils of thecollege. A very fine item
wasa piano selection (three pianos) by Micses Collins, Gawne, and
Callan. A violin quartette, a selection from Wagner's * Flying
Dutchman,1 by Mieses V. Thompgon. L. Freed, M. Paton, H.
McKay grave an opportunity to the audience to judge of the very
high standard of the vatied musical education imparted at the
college. Miss G. Meenan saner with tatteand expression a song- by
Rubenatein. A duet by Sohnloff on three pianos by Misses Carey,
Clark, Montague, Jackman, King, and Sweeney wasplayed with an
artistic finish which was much appreciated by the audience. An
item whichattracted much attention was aFrench dialogue taken
part in by Misses Seelye,Meenan,Thompson,and Byrne. The piece
wasgiven with a vivaoity, and aknowledge of thepronounciation
of theFrench language thatreflects much credit on theperformers
and their teachers. Gounod's Serenade arranged for h-irp, violin
and pianowas well executed byMinses H* lps,Toompson,and Paton.
Miss Dunnmuir has a well trained voice which whs heard to con-
siderable advantage in 'At my window.' Miss M Pnton gave a
pianosolo which was distinguished forbrilliancyot execution,good
touch, and expression. Moore's melodious 'Coulin," withharp (Miss
Helps) and piano (Miss M. Paton) accompaniment, given by Misses
Larnach, Meenan, Anthoi y and Greaves, was suntf in a finished
manner. A well-played duet by Misses Paton and Courtis brought
the entertainment to a close. The accompaniments during the
evening wore played by Misses G. Larnach, M. Paton, and M.
Carey.

At intervals during the pprogram«m m« the prizes werepresented
by the Rev.Father Murphy, who was assisted by theRev. Mother
Prioress. The wreath for amiability wa» given by the votesof the
pupils toMisaF. MoCluhkey. MissT. Kilmartin secured a goldmedal
aB dux of the school.

At the conolusion of the entertainment Rev.Father Murphy

3

Hancock's "BISMARK" LAGER BEER. £S toby
8


