
Current Topics
TheProvincial Seminary.

The Provincial Seminary of New Zealand
—

Holy Cross
College,Mosgiel— has reached the close of its second scholastic
year. It is now well under way, and the report which the
Right Rev. Rector, Bishop Verdon, was enabled to send to
the remaining membersof the episcopate in the Province is a
recordof quiet, but steady and satisfactory progress. Since
theseminary was openednineteenmonths ago, on the feast of
the Holy Cross, 1900, twenty twostudents, representingevery
diocesein New Zealand, have entered. One of these went to
completehis studies'.in Manly,another tothe Eternal City. And
in thebracingclimateofMosgielthehealth of all these aspirants
tothe ecclesiasticalstatehasbeenreportedas being all that could
be desired. It is anticipated that the next scholastic year
will open with a substantial increase in the number of the
students.

externalaid,' says the report, ' it wouldbe impossible tokeep
our teachers acquainted with what is going on in the greatintellectual centres of the world. Methods which not manyyears ago were regarded as excellent are now lookedon asantiquated. In thegeneral advance of scientificknowledgenobranchhasreceived moredeepthought and successful develop-
ment than that which deals with primary education.' The
same expert organiser was some years ago introduced intoTasmania by the Right Rev. Dr. Delany. Result: themethods of instruction in the Catholicprimary andsecondary
schools were revolutionised and their pupils scored, in opencompetitionagainst the Stateestablishments,a seriesof sweep-ing victories that set the tight littleisland agog. Our NewZealand schools would do well to do likewise. There is noroyal road to learning. But scientific and up-to-datepeda-gogic methods point the shortestcut at present knownto 'git
intelleck' into children— as Artemus Ward wouldsay— andenable teachers and pupils to

"
get there

'
onballbearings. Asto results already achieved and financial and other sacrificesundergone, we are strongly of opinion that wein this Colony

are content to keep our light too carefully covered under abushel from the gaze of the general public.
Catholic Public Servants.

In the contest for the Caversham seat, there has been
revived, for partisan purposes, and in a peculiarly bitter and
offensive form, the lately organised Orange cry as to the
alleged

'stuffing
'

of thepublic service with an overwhelmingly
large percentage of those unspeakable 'Romanists.' Local
public offices having been singled out for a specialanathema
maranatha, we made it our business to inquire minutely into
the real tacts of the matter, so far as they are concerned, and
with results that are stated elsewhere in ourpresent is->ue. We
are, as far as our opportunities permit, pursuing the inquiry
into everybranch of the public service;and, as this legend is

likely to be heard of in the near future in other parts of New
Zealand, we shall be grateful to all of our clerical and lay
friends who will be good enough toaidus in our investigation
by forwarding to us information as to the totaland relative
numbers, position,and pay,of Catholic publicservants in thtir
towns, cities,or districts.

Our Colonial Speech.
We rather suspect that the fashion of dialect stories— wedo not take count of the cruder and more restricted vogue of

coon and coster songs— has had some effect in forming acer-
tain prevailingtaste, which eveneducatedpeoplehaveacquired,of dotting their conversation with provincialisms,slang, andother solecisms of speech. One of the mysteries of colonialspeech is the admixtureof so many cockneyismsin unexpectedplaces. We have met them in districts remote,unfriended,
solitary,slow, and in circumstances thatit wouldbeabout asdifficult to explain as to solve themystery of the live toad inthe heart of solid rock. Professor Morris,of the Melbourne
University, grappled with the puzzle some yearsago, and with
a more or less qualifiedsuccess. Duringthe discussion of thesubject a correspondenttoldallabay'thay'w (how),at a dance,
a lidy asked one of her guests to tike the kike (cake) first andhave thegripes (grapes) afterwards. Such language,flowingfrombeautiful lips, recalls the creepy fairy tale of the intoler-ably lovely maiden from whose mouth, when she opened it,
there issuedforth a procession of frogs and toads. Possiblythose cockneyisms, likeDogberry's readingand writing,comeby nature.

A writer in the Wellington Times has walked cautiouslyround about the cockney problem, sniffed gently at it, andfound its present proportions in New Zealand small, but itspotentialities dangerous. He warns the public that, unlesseducationalauthorities are careful, wholedistricts in the Colony
will become infected with cockneyisms as they are withCalifornian thistles. 'An Irishman,' says he, 'does not say"gripes" for "grapes," nor aScot,nor an educatedEnglish-
man. The monstrosity is cockney, pure cockney, and so far as
our colony is concerned will be found flourishingeither wherecockneys predominate or where the teacher chances to haveacquired the " langwidge." Even such ethereal beings asschool inspectors have been heard to speak of the West IndiarIslands. But to say that this is colonial is a calumny. It is
not any more colonial than the Edinburgh accent is Scotch or

Interesting- Figures.

The figures that appear in the recently-published report
on the Catholic primary schools in the archdiocese of Mel-
bourne present somewhat of the impressive appearance of a
regiment of troops upon par?ide. These schools number 107,
and within their walls no fewer than 20,301 children are
taught

—
in M-)ntaigne's wordb— not merely how to decline

virtue or explain the derivation of the word,but to embrace
what it signifies, and to know what prudence is in its real
essence, and not merely to spell and pronounce it. The
number of teachers engaged in the primary schools of the
archdiocese is 476, of whom 199 belong to religious Orders.
Independentlyof salaries, a total sum of £12,694. was ex-
pended upon the schools during the year. As much as
;£ 10,869 of this amount was for the erectionof six new schools.
Through the munificence of the Archbishop of Melbourne,
MissBell,ahighly-skilledexperorganiser tfrom the Cambridge
Training College has been appointed to keep the Calhohc
schools of the archdiocese abreast of the most recent develop-
ments in the work of education. 'Without such periodical
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