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GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

December 8, Sunday.
—

SecondSunday in Advent. Feastof the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.„ 9, Monday.— St. Eutyohianue, Pope and Martyr.„ 10, Tuesday.— Octave of the Feast of St. Francis
Xavier.

� 11, Wednesday.— St.Damasus,Popeand Confessor.„ 12, Thursday.— St. Melchiades,Popeand Martyr.„ 13, Friday.
—

St.Lucia, Virgin and Martyr.„ 14, Saturday.— Translation of the Holy House of
Loreto.

FEAST OP THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.
By theImmaculateConception of the Blessed Virgin Mary weunderstandthat the Blessed Virgin, from the first moment whenher soul wasunited to her body, was preserved from original sin

and exemptedfrom every stain by a Divine privilege, in view ofthe futuremerits of Jesus Christ.
ST. EUTYCHIANTJS, POPE AND MARTYB.

St.Eutychianus wasanEtruscan by birth,and wasPope from275 to 285. He suffered martyrdom underNuiterian.
ST. DAMAbUh, I'OPE AND CONFESbOR.

St. Damasus wasPope from 366 to 384. He was theprincipal
defender of Catholic orthodoxy against Arius and other heretics.He condemned the Macedonianand Apollinarian heresies,and con-firmed the decrees of the General Council of Constantinople. He
was very solicitous for the preservation of the Catacombs andadorned the sepulchres of many martyrs with epitaphs in verse,
which he himself composed. Forhis secretaryhe chose St.Jerome,his faithful friend, and inducedhim to publish a corrected versionof the Bible,known as the Latin Vulgate.

ST. MELCHIADES, POPE AND MABTYR.
St.Melchiades was Pope from 311 to 314. He was born inAfrica andpresided over the Council of Rome (313) andcondemnedthe Donatista.

ST. LUCIA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR.
St. Lucy, virgin and martyr, was born at Syracuse, Sicilywhere she wasbeheaded in the year303. Of anoble and Christianfamily, she made apilgrimage to the tomb of St.AgathaatCatanea,

obtained the healing of her mother Eutychia, consecrated her vir-ginity to the Lord,and, accused of being a Christian, she was be-headed.
THE HOLY HOUSE OK LORETO.

Loreto is a city of the province of Ancona, in Italy, chiefly
noticeable as the site of the celebrated sanctuary of the BlessedVirgin Mary, called the Santa Caea (holy house). The Santa Casais reported tobe thehouse,or a portionof the houpe, inwhich theBlessed Virgin lived at Nazareth, which was the scene of theAnnunciation of the Nativity and the residence of Our Lord with
His blessed mother andSt. Joseph, and which, afterthe HolyLand
had been finally abandoned to the infidels on the failure of theCrusades, ia believed to have been miraculously transported, first,
May 10, 1291, toRecanati, whence it was finally transferredto its
present site. Its name(Lat. Bomui Lauretana) is derived from
Laureta. the lady to whom the site belonged. Althoughnumerouspilgrims resort to this sanctuary, and although indulgences havebeen attached by Popes Julius 11., Sixtus V.,and Innocent XII.to
thepilgrimages and to the prayers offered at the shrine, yet, the
truthof the legend is nopart of Catholic belief, and Catholics hold
themselves free to examine critically its truth, and to admit or
rejectitaccording to the rules Qf historical evidence. The Church
of the Santa Casa stands near the centreof the town,in a piazza
which possesses other architectural attractions. The great central
door of the church is surmounted by a splendid bronze statueof
theMadonna, and in the interior are three magnificent bronze doors
filled with bas-reliefs, representing the principal eventsof Scrip-
turaland ecclesiastical history. The celebrated holy house stands
within. Itis a small brick house with one door andone window,
originally of rude material and construction, but now, from the
devotionof successive generations, a marvel of artand costlinesH.Itis entirely encased in white marble, exquisitely sculptured after
designs of themost eminent artists. The holy house having been
atall times an object of devout veneration,its treasuryof votiveofferings ia one of the richest in the western world.

Inthe diocese of Geraldton (says the W.A. Record) the Do"
minicannuns are well sustaining the world-wide and time-honored
renownof their Order as a teaching Order. At the recent exhibi-
tionheldat Greenough, thepupils of the local convent gained 30
prizes,and at the Geraldton Exhibition they were also successful.
Firstprizes weregainedat Geraldton by the students of the college
atDongam, for painting1,wood-carving, pianoforte sight-reading,
andbolo playing. A concert given by these studentson October
16 wentoff with print

—
the performancethroughout being brilliant.

The returns received from Londonof the Trinity College musical
examination,held on August 10 by Mr. Charles Edwards at the
Greenoughcentre, show that all the eight candidates presented
passed,one gaining honors All the marks obtained this year by
thepupils of the Dominican nuns at both London examinations
werehigh.

In connection with the oelebration of the fourthanniversary
of the opening of St. Patrick's Cathedral, Melbourne, which took
place a few Sundays ago, the Archbishop of Melbourne, who
preachedat the 11 o'clock Mass, referred to the financial position
of the Cathedral and the work thathadbeen done sincethe opening
in1897. The whole of the Cathedral,he said,hadbeen re-tiled, the
sanctuary portion had been improved and ornamented, all the
ohapelshad beenprovided withaltars, and the seatingaccommoda-
tionhadbeen increased. All that had been done waspaid for, and
therewas enough money available to meet the cost of the work on
hand. Had it not been, the Archbishop went on to say, for the
opportune andprincely bequest of the late Mr. James Crotty, whose
munificence was recorded in a mural tablet in the Cathedral, it
wouldhavebeen impossible to haveaccomplishedall that had been
done. Had the whole of that bequest been available for the pur-
pose, the internal decoration of the Cathedral could have rven
actually completed, but there remained a debt of £4000 on the
building itself, which left a balance of £6000 only for internal
work. Two of the chapels had, in consequence of the piety and
generosity of two ladies, been also decorated, and it was intended to
proceed with the four remaining ones, in the hope that someothers
would imitate the exampleof these good ladies. TBfese four chapels
also required a mosaic paving, and he wasnot withouthope that
funds would also be forthcoming to meet that the last workincon-
nection with the internal completion of the Cathedral.

The Monitor (Tasmania) records with deep regret the death of
theYen. Archdeacon Noone which occurred on November 11 at
Hobart. The deceased priest was one of the pioneers in the
Tasmanian mission field. He received his early training at Mount
Melleray Abbey, Waterford, and went to All Hallow'a College for
hie ecclesiastical course. He was ordained in 18(J3,and came out
immediately to Tasmania. During his 38years' missionary labor he
built several churches,convents, andschools, invariousparts of the
colony.

The Very Rev.Dr. O'Haran,'private secretary to his Eminence
Cardinal Moran, has been presented with an address and £8000 to
recouphim for the expenseinhis defence in the Coningham case.

The net profits of the Westmead Fair held in the Sydney
Town Hall amount toover £2500. The members of St. Vincentde
Paul Society are delighted with theresult.

On Tuesday of last week Miss Amy Castles made her debut at
her concert in St. James's Hall, London. She was assisted by Miss
Ada Croseley ard otherß. His Majesty the King wrote a few days
bofore the concert came off to Sir Andrew Clarke, Agent-General
for Victoria,expressing his interest in the first appearance in the
world's metrop >lis of the youDg Australian singer. The Prince
and Princess of Wales accorded their patronage to the concert. In
addition to the royal patrons,many leaders of society,such as Lord
and Lady Jersey, Lord and Lady Carrington, Lord Beauchamp,were
doing their best to interest their friends in the performance. Many
persons predicted that a debut after only two years'study would be
a failure, but M. Bouhy,her distinguished teacher,considered that
she might safely demand a London verdict on the quality of her
voice. Miss Castles was to fulfil her first public engagement the
week following at the Queen's Hall Ballad Concerts, by special
invitation of Mr. George Boosey. Tke London 'ftmet, commenting
on the successful debut of Miss Amy Castles, says she is admirably
taught, and,if she perseveres, will reach a veryhigh place. Her
voice is of beautiful quality, resembling Madame Melba's.

The leaders of the Orange clique (nays a Melbourne cor-
respondent) who are ceaseless in their efforts to win favorable
recognition from the Victorianpublic havemet with aslight disap-
pointment. They desired to obtain theuse of the Melbourne Town
Hall for thepurpose of holding a '■Guy Fawkes

"demonstration on
November 5, but although home of the corporation officials are said
to be in sympathy with this disreputable crowd, the Mayor, Sir
Samuel Gillott, is a man of broad and liberal views, and his
Worship refused the use of the hall. The Orangemen had to
elsewhere for a platform upon which to spout their venomous
tirade against Catholic citizens. It in true that these social pests
arenot now taken seriously, and since the prosecutionof some of
the leaders a few years ago for a breach of the provisions of the
Unlawful Assemblies Act at Brunswick they have been looked upon
with contempt oy the public generally. A few fifth-rate parsons
orateoccasionally in true Orange styleinlittle suburbancoventicles,
but these aremerely bidding for a little cheap notriety, which it
would be impossible toobtain by ordinary means.

Aa a result of the recent census, there will be six additional
members in the new Parliament. The Representation Commis-
sioners are to meet during the recess to arrange the boundaries.

A very pleasant social funotion (»ays the W, A. Record')
took place recently at the Coolgardie Convent School, when theVery Rev.Dean O'Reilly was presentedby hie \k< -isLioners with,a
beautifully illuminated address and amassive gold Celtic cross, asa
mark of esteem, andon his beings raised to the office of Dean of
theEastern Goldfield*. There were fully 200 members of the con-
gregation present, and the proceedingsweremost enthusiastic.

The B.M.S. Cutco, which arrived recently in Melbourne,
brought eight priests for Australian dioceses. Rev. J.P.O'Connellfor the archdiocese ofMelbourne. TheRev. gentleman is anephew
of theRev. T. J. O'Connell (Tatura). Rev. W. Close and Rev. B.
Ryan for the diocese ofBallarat. Father Ryan is a brother to the
Rev. M.Ryan, of Woodend. The Revs. T. Crowley, Father Ahem,J.Considine, J.Kelleher,and S. Championare for N.S.W. and W.Adioceses.
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