
The opening of the Do'nimcin Convent, Oamara, will take
place on Sunday 15thinst.noton the Sthas reported by our Oamaru
correspondent in last week's issue.

The Vincentian Fathers a-e «rill "iv-aged in co?iducting mis-
sions in Oamaru and Inwrcargill ui't gratifying success. The
various ex°rciPos, especially the evening devotioin. are attended by
crowded congregation-, and the nspective pastors and earnest
misnionern must be nigcly pleased ut ilie tarnehtne.ss aud piety of
theCatholic people.

The annual spiritual retreU for ladies at the Convent of the
Sacred Heart, Tnn.ini. will begin o>i the owning of .January 15.Applicationsshould bu mad- unmediately by thot-e dj^rini; to att ud
to the llev. Mother.

Thursday December 5, 1901.1

standerect upon their horses anduse their spears and clubs. The
kangaroois able to jump clear overa horse.'

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

PALMERSTON NORTH.

(From our own correspondent.)
December 1.

The postponed concert and social, in aid of the Altar Society'sFunds, were held in the TheatreRoyalonWednesday, November 20,and were in every way a great success. A partcularly attractiveprogramme had b^en arranged for the oo> 0 ru nnd was highly
appreciated by the large audience. An additional pleasureto t,he
nighLHenjoyment was iijc pre.-t-nw of Sn J. (i. Ward, Mr. Piran',
M H.R.,and the U.iv. Fatner Ainsworth,ot Wellington The latter
gentleman gave a short ..count of his r cent uip toEurope par-ticularly dwelling on his first impressionsof Ireland, which greatlydc-lighted the audience. The rev. gentleman also contributed asong, aud had to respond to a well-meritedencore. The following
was the programme :— Piano overture, Mr. Percy Tombs ;eong,Mr.ArthurBennett (encored);song, 'Goodbye,' Mi*s R. Oakley;song,'
Take a pair of sparkling eyes.' Mr.Rogers;song, "

The harp th*tonce,' Mrs. W. Kendall;song, 'The Toilers,'Rev. Fathtr Airmworth(encored);tong, " Quten of theuight,' Miss Sheen;»ong, 'The lastmuat^r,' Mr. W. Kendall ;song, 'Tne four-leafed shamrock.' Mrs.W Kendall Included in the programme was a Highland tiivgdanced incharacter by Misses Scanlon, Hodgins, C.mpion, Mullins,and Greaney (2), in their best style. A delightful nuf.p-r was pre-pared. The Rev.Father Tymons and his indefatigablecommittee
went toevtry pains to ensure a pie-wantevening,andare to be con-gnnul.ve'i o itl.e succchh attending their «fforts

On Thursday. 21st ult., a pleasi;.g wedding took placein St.1 atn.k'sChurch, Mr. John Prend* rtrj>\ of Srraiford, hem,' joined
inholy wedlock to Mist Mary Olieiily, daughter of the late Mr P.O'lieilly. of College street in this town. Tne Rev.Father Tymonsperformed the ceremony in the presence of a large number ofrelatives and well-wisherß of the happy couple who areboth wellknown here. Iam also pleased to chronicle themarriage of Mr.George Barns, ofNew P)ym<mih to Miss Mary Greaney,of Palmer-
stonNorth, which took placein St. Patrick's Church onWednesdaylast, 27th ult. IheRev. Father Tymons united the happy pair,wholeft later in the day for their home at New Plymouth.

Kerrytown.

TheComing:Festival.
Here we are in December, only thre3 weeks away from Christ-

mas. Christmas, lam able to informyouon goodauthority,
'

comes
but once a year.' At this expectant season children will tear them-
selves away from their lessons to dwell a little on the vieionof
almonds and raisins, pluui-uake (they u3ed to call itmoreappro-
priately, plumb-cake), gooseberry wine, goose, pudding1,stomach-
ache,and a variety of other blessings moreor less indisguise which
the thought of Christm isconjures up before their minds. And the
'grown-ups,' too, will have their day-dreams. Some will call to
mind the Christmases of their childhood, when they gathered
around the parentalknee full of happiness and goose. Others,dis-
carding the pleasuresof memory,will give themseves over to devise
the mostmiserable way of 'enjoying ' themselves daring the com-
ingholidays. To those whocannot think of anything worse,Ibeg
to suggest camping out. It is perfectly amazing to me, looking
back upon my last escapade in this line, to recall the
infinite variety of discomforti that may be associated with
camping out,and inspite of them all, an otherwise sane man can
succeed in convincing himself all the same that he is enjoying the
thing. Ispent a few days under canvas with a friend of mine last
Easter. At home every FrHay b<* pprs ' thp blues' because the
wife of his bosom won't let him stnff big in'ards with roast beef
He would raise Cain of amorning if there happened to bo a lump
in the porridge, and I've been him make his home resemble a
Cheviot cob-house after the earthquake,simply because there were
no frills on his pillow. Well, the week we were together in the
tent it was really marvellous to witness the vim and energy of his
attack upontinned fish. Undera corrugated iron roof it would have
Bet him crazy. Under & roof of canvas it was as nectar and
ambrosia

—
food for the gods. And Icouldn't for the life of me

determine which was the more wonderful thin^ " to see him
enjoying the porridge, which in color and consistency resembled
Oamaru stone, or to hear him declare, with every appearance of
sincerity, that he liked nothing better under his head at night than
a rolled-up overcoat with a broken fence-post inside it. At home
he would no more bleep on the ground floor than he would upon
the damp floor of Lyttelton Harbour. Unier canvas he was as
happy as a sandboy because the tent had no cellar

—
but if it had,

he would have gone to sleep in the coldest corner of it.

Camping Out.
IÜBed to wonder, with the majority of men.how it was thi.t a

womancouldkeep herself o -cupied wirh only on " homo to look viter_
Yet it took us, two

'
loids of creation,' all our time to keep our oue

small tent respectable. And wo didn r make th^ b ds or do any
washing-up. We made the beds the fit-t day, uid true, but the
operation didnot by any means improvu their appearance, and we
did not repeat it. We alno washed up on the first <] \y t but as it was
lees inconvenient to leave the wet sugar in the bo'toni of the cups
than tohave it smeared all over them, we therefore aiscontmued
that also, as auseless and unprjiitable labor. On two or three days
we essayed the luxury of chops for breakfast, but they seemed toba
different, somehow, from the chop"! we used to have at home. We
put them over the fire while we wentdown to the beach for a swim.
When we came back and extinguished them we fou;id that they
presented the color and appearance of a clinker, and had shrivolkd
to the size of a Hick Stewart I-daud oyster. The bull-terrier turned
up his lordly noseat them in quite a superior way,and walked off
as if his feedings had been greviously outraged by our well-meant
attempts tomake use of him as a / orpin ct'tt lor our experiments in
the art and craft of housewifery. Aud the moral of it all is this
the be«t way to camp out is to sleep at home, and to eat your'wittles' where you areaccustomed to eat them.

The annual musical and dramatic entertainment by the pupils of
St. Joseph's School, Kerry town, wan held in the schoolroom
recently. The proceeds were devoted to the funds of the school,
and the crowded attendance showed that residents in the neighbour-
hoodappreciate the persistent and painstaking- efforts of theBisters
who conduct the school, and areglad to do all they can to assistthem. Among tho«e present were Rev. Fathers Le Petit, ofTiuiaru, ai.d Father Kerley, of Tcmuka. The following was theprogramme —Operetta, '

Th*» l'isjontented One,' in which the
characters were tiken by Miss,.s L O'Driocoll, K. Uoglan, A.
Coyrlan, If.Stack. M H. I'.ronnan X. Brosnan. M Brosuan, L. Stack,
L Ci-gl.m. U. li.zcr, K. Lynch. X Breen, M. fcjeannell, N. Dore, M.M.kii.-, M }'jt/[/(ia'd. I. >ticf. \. and A. Leonard. A Breen.and
H. Kie n. Mim. ]■» J l).i\\ J) Njwmell,T O'Connell, R Naughton,
and T. l.rwMKin. so:-g, Mhs J. Coglan ; trio (piano), Miss-pa
ODi l-coll vi ,1 hosiiiell « Inhtx^rcisiM, senior boys , drama. " AuntM.i\t\(_>']s linurn,' in wduJi the characters were sustained by
Misses ;s. O'Dn-ool], II -tack, 10. Dore, L O'Dri-coll, N. Dore, M.Scannell, E. and M. O Connell ; song, schoolboys; son?, junior
g n*, hong, Mis* M Bros ian,duet (piai o\ Mises K. and N. Dore,N O Dri^coll (organ);s-ong, senior girls; dance (sailor's hornpipe),
Master Lynch, charade— char itt iv, Masters Ahstair Gosling, M.
Fitzgerald, J. Fitzgerald. VV. Lvmh, Mi-ses L. O'Driscoll, L. Stack,
K. Oglan,Maggie O'Connell, E. OVo'irtll,H. Stack,N. O'Driscoll.Masters .1. Brosnan, I. Sullivan, J. 0Connell, N. Fitzgerald, J.l)<iy, D. J. Soannell, A. Gosling, J. Fitzgerald. W. Lynch. F,
O Oonnell, T. hullivan, T Brosnan. Timothy Brosnan, and T.Fitz-
gerald;soiig, lWe^ of be.ii.ty,' Miss M. lirosnau ; duet (piano),
Mi-ri K. Dore and K. Fitz^era.d;action s >ng, girls; song, MasterFiMuk 0Conuell ; negro dialogue % Tnp Quack Doctor,1 Masters A.
Gosling. M.and .I. Fitzgerald ;song, Mibh s O Driscoll ;i-ong, Miss
.1. Coglati ; chorus, 'Z.alandia,' pupils. Mr. M. O'DribColl. junr.
made ac tpable stage manager.

In addition to the a> ove Mis< M. Stevenpon, of the Levels
Pl-iiuv, a great favorite,mayo two songp. Miss Coglan, who gave'Silver bells' and 'Mit-lk vi. tl.e ocean.' and Miss Rl. Brosnan who
sand " Jessie's dream.' we v iormeny pupils of the Sisters. Their
Bongs were very plea-ing wie», aud the warmth of their welcome
raunt have been vtry gratifyn'g Tne sailor's hornpipe by Master
Lynch was of moie than average excellence. Another item that
was encored, and for which the audience would take no denial was" The member for Donegal,' by Master Frank O'Connell. The
tableau in the second act 'it the charm?" wasa pretty one. On the
whole the children »,qu'c.i.d themselves remarkably well. The
it<ms on the piano <uiO oigan \ver« given in fine style,and save
much pleasure, reflecting no litt'e credit on the Sistery, who had
taught the children, and on the children themselves, who showed
that they were profiting by their lessons. The club exercises by the
boys were first rate, the movements to musical accompaniment being
givui with precision. The action songsby tre youngerpupila were
also well worthy of commendation. lue accompaniments were
played by Micses Pore. <>'])rihcoll, Coglan, and .Stevenson, and con-
tributedmuch to the tucct &« of the enurtaininent.

Trie railway authorities notify that holiday excursion tickets
will be issued tniiii any station to any Htation on the Hurunui-Bluff
Section troin IMb inst. to 2nd prox ,and willbe available for return
up to .January 1'J....
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