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stand erect upon their horses and use their spears and clubs. The
kangaroo is able to jump clear over & horse.”

The Coming Festival.

Here wo are in December, only thre: weeks away from Christ-
mas,  Christmar, I am able to inform you on good authority, ¢ comes
but once a year,' At this expectant seasen children will tear them-
selves away from their lessuns to dwell a little on the vision of
almonds and rusiny, plus-cake (Lhiey weed o call it more appro-
priately, plumb-cake), gooseberry wine, goose, pudding, stomach-
ache, and a variety of other blessings more or less 1n dispuise which
the thought of Christm e conjures up before their minds, And the
‘grown-ups,' too, will have their day-dreams. Some will eall to
mind the Christmases of their childhood, whan they gathered
around the parental knee full of happiness and goose. Ouhers, dis-
carding the pleasures of memory, will give themseves over to devise
-the most miserable way of ‘enjoying ' themselves daring the com-
ing holidays, To those who eannot think of anything worse, I beg
to suggest camping out. 1t is perfectly amazing to me, looking
back wpon my last escapade in this line, to recall the
infinite variety of discomforts that may ba nssociated with
camping out, and in spite of them all, an otherwiss sane man can
succeed in convincing himeelf all the same that he is enjoying the
thing, Tapent a few days under canvas with a friend of mine iast
Easter. At home every Frilay be pets *the hlues' bhecauss the
wife of hia beaomn wonr't let him stoff his in’ards with roass beef
He would raise Cain of a morning if there happened to be a lmnp
in the porridge, and I've sren him inake his home resemble a
Cheviot cob-house after the earthquake, simply because there were
no frills on his pillow, Waell, the weck we were together in the
tent it was really marvellous to witness the vim and energy of hia
attack upon tinued fish., Under a corrugated iron roof it would have
set him crazy, Under & roof of canvas it was as nectar and
ambrosia—food for the gods. And I couldn’t for the life of me
determine which was the wore wonderful thing - to see him
enjoying the porridge, which in eolor and consistency resembled
Oamara etone, or to hear him declare, with every appearance of
sincerity, that ke liked nothing better under his head at night than
& rolled-up overcoat with & broken fence-post inside it, At home
he wonld no more sleep on the ground Hoor than he would upon
the damp floor of Lyttelton ILarbour. Under canvas he was as
happy an a randboy bicause the tent had no cellar—but if it had,
he would huve gone to sleep in the coldest corner of it.
Camping Out.

I used to wonder, with the majnrity of men. how it was thut a
woman could keep her-eif o enpied with only on - hiume to look utrer,
Yet it took us, two * lordy of crearion,’ all vur tume to kerp our ove
pmall tent respectable. And we dilnt wmake the bds or do any
washing-sp, We male the beds the fitst day, 1T 13 trae, but tha
operation did not by any means improve theie appearance. sud we
did not repeat it,  We also washed up on the first diy, but as it was
less inconvenient to leave the wet ruygar in the bottom of the cups
than to bave it smeared all over then, we thercfore arscontinued
that also, as a useless and unprofitable Inbar,  On two or three days
we easayed the luxury of chopa for breakfust, hut they sceined to ba
different, somehow, from the chepy we vd to bave at huce. We
put themn over the fire while we went down to the beach for o swim,
When we came back anl extingmished them we fonad that they
presented the color and appearance of a elinker, and hud shrivellud
to the size of & mick Stewart l<land oyster. The bull-terrier turned
up his lordly nose at them in quite a superior way, and walked off
as if his feclnus had been greviou-ly outraged by our well-meant
attempts to make ude of him a~ a rorpus el for our cxperiments in
the art and craft of housewifery, Aad the moral of i1t all is this
the beet way to camp out is te sleep at home, and lo eat your
‘wittles " where you are accustomed to eat thes,
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DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.
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The opening of the Tominican Convent, Oumara, will take
place on Sunday 15thinst. noton the Sthas reported by our Qamary
carrespondent 1n last week's issue,

The Vineentian Fathers are w111 sneaged in conducting mis-
sions in Gamaru and lovercergnill witl gratifying success. The
variouy exerciees, espocially the evemnpg devotionn, are attended by
erowded eungregation-. and the rispective pastors and  earnest
mussionerd must be higely pleaded at the carnesiness and prety of
the Catholic pruple,

The annunl spiritual retreat for ladies at the Convent of the
Sacred Heart, Timaru. will begin on the cvenine of Jannary 6.
Apphications should be reade iumedaately by thore dssring o att nd
to the Rev, Muther,
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PALMERSTON NORTH.

(From our own correspondent.)
December 1,

The postponed concert and ancial, in aid of the Altar Society’s
Funds, were held in the Theatre Royal on Wedn«sday, November 20,
and were in every way a great succoss. A part cularly attractive
programmne had been arranged for the vor o ro wmil was highly
appreclated by the large audience. An addinenal plenrure Lo the
DEhLs eljuy ool wrs bie presence of S J, G, Warld, Mr, Pirand,
M H.R, aud the Rav, Fatner Ainsworth, ot Wellington  The latler
mentieman gave s short sccount of hisr cent tip o Burope par-
tioularly dwelling on bis first, impressions of Ireland, which greatly
delighted the audience. The rev. gontletwan aleo contributed n.
rong, and had to respond to a well-merited encore, The following
was the pregramme :(—Piana overture, Mr. Percy Tombs ; song, Mr,
Arthar Bennett (eucored) ; aong, ‘ Goodbye,” Mirs R. Oakley ; song,
‘Take & pair of sparkling eyes.” Mr. Rogers ; eong, ‘ The harp that
once,” Mrs. W, Kewiall ; song, ‘ The Toilers,” Rev, Father Ainnworth
(ericored} ; rong, " Queen of the vight,” Miss Sheen ; song, * The lust
muster,” Mr. W, Kendall ; song, ‘ Tne foar-leafed shamrock.' Mrs.
W Kendall Included in the programme was a Qizhland fling
daneed tn character by Mirser Scanlon, Hodgins, C impion, Mulling,
and Greaney (2), in their best sryle. A delighiful fupp r wad pre-
pared, The Rev. Futher Tymons and his indefatignble committee
went Lo every paings tn enrure a plewsant evening, and nre ty be con-
grovula ed o the smecess nttending therr « Foris

Un Thueday. 2isz ult, a pleasing wedding took place in St
Patrick's Chureh, Mr. John Prends rgue, of Stratfurd. beimz juined
m holy wedivek to Mis+ Mary O Reilly, danghter of the late plr, P,
O'Heilly. of College street 1n this wown, Tue Rev. Father Tymons
performed the ceremony in the presence of a large vumber of
relatives and well-wishers of the happy couple who are both well
known here, T am also pleased to chronicle the marriage of Mr,
George Barns, of New Plymiwch to Miss Mary Greaney, of Palmer-
ston North, which took place in 8t. Patrick’s Church on Wedneaday
lasy, 27th ult, Jhe Rev. Futher Tymons united the happy pair, who
left later in the day for their home at Now Plywmouth,

Kerrytown.

THE annual musical and dramatic entertainment by the pupils of
8t Jo-eph's behool, Kerrytown, was held in the schoolroom
recently. The proceeds were devoted to the funds of the arhool,
and the crowded attendance showed that residents in the neighhour-
houd appreciate the persistent and painstaking efforta of the Sisters
who condact the school. and are glud to do all they can to assist
them, Among those prevent were Rev. Fathers Le Petit, of
Timaru, ar.d Father Kerley, of Temuka, The following was the
programme —Operctta, ‘The lussontented One, in which the
characters were Liken by Mivwea L O Driscoll, K, Uoglan, A,
Corlan, 1. Stack. M K. Drosnan N Brosean, M Brosuan, L. Stack,
LoCoglun B, bozer, Ko Lynolr, K Hreen, M. Scannell, N, Dare, M.
Mare, M Frrvwczald, Lostwk. N, and A. Teunard, A Breen. and
Ho tie no Masvrs 4 Davo 1Y seannell J O'Connell. R Naughion,
wrnl P Brosnan . sorg, Miss J. Coglan ; trio (pane), Misses
U Dircolb ard scuntell  +lnb exercizes, senior boys, drama, - Aung
Mavee'ds etern” o owmeh the charneters were wustwined by
Misves N, O'Dricoil, H ~tack, . Dore, I O Dri-coll, N, Dores, M.
Seanocll, Booand M. O Conpell 5 song, schonlboys ;  sone, juniar
g ro, song, Muss M Dresan, duet (piat o), Mives K. and X. Dore,
N O Driwoll (urgan) ; vong, semior giths; dance (~alor's hornpipe),
Marter Lypeh, charnde—charwct ra, Masters Alistair Gosling, M.
Vuzgeraly, J. Futzagerald, W, Lench, Misres L. O Driscoll, L, Stack,
K. Ciglan, Mappie O'Copnell, E. O'Coarell, H. Stack, N. O’ Driscoll,
Masters ), Brosnan, P'. Bulhivan, J. 0 Convel!, N, Fitzgerald, J.
Day, D. J. Scanneil, 4. Goshng, J. Fitzgerald, W, Lynch, F,
O Gonneil, T, sullivan, T Brownna, Tunothy Beosvan, and T. Fitz-
perald ; song, *INe of Lesuty,” Miss M. Brosnan; duet {piano),
Miw 1. Dore and XK, Fitzzerad ; action s ng, girls; song, Magter
Frank O Convell : negro dinlegue *'Toe Quack Doctor, Masters A,
Gosling, M, and J, Fiizgeradd ; sang, Miss & O Driseoll ; rong, Miss
J. Coglan i chorus, ' Zealancdia, pupils. Mr, M. O'Driecoll. junr,
made a ¢pable stage managrer,

In addition to the wrove Mis« M. Stevenron, of the Levela
Pluius, apreat fuverive,wave two sange,  Miss Coglan, who gave
sBilver bells ' and c shells of the owan.” and Miss M, Brosnan who
sand CJerrie’s dream. we o formeny pupis of the Sisters. Their
songs were very pleastng ones, aud the warmth of their welenme
must have been viry pratifyier  Toe sailor's hornpipe by Master
Lynch was of mote than averape excellince. Another item that
was encored, and for which the audience would take no denial was
*The member for Donegal! by Master Frauk O'Conoell, The
tablesu in the accond act ot the charads was a pretty one. On the
whole the children ~.yu'iud themselves remarkably well. Thae
items on thic piate suu otgan wers given in fine style, and save
much plea-ure, reflecting no lictle eredit on the Sisters, who had
tanght the children, and on the children themselves, who showed
thut they were profiting by their lersons, The club exercises by tha
boys were first rate, the movements to muvical accompaniment being
given with preciston,  The action songs by tt e younger pupils were
ulho well worthy ef commendation,  lue accompaniaents weee
plaged by Misges Dore, ©'Doscotl, Coglan, and Stevenson, and gon-
tributed much to the suzeeoss of the ente rtainment,

Tue railway authorities vonty that holiday excursion tickets
will be ssued trom a0y stanion 10 aay station on the Hnrunai-Binff
SBection from Isrhoinss, to 204 prox . aud will be avauable for return
up w Junuiry 19,

HY & Co. MAIN SIREET, PALMEKSTON NORTH.—~LAND, INSURANCE AND
RBOPHY & Co., MAIN SIREEY, 1EKSTON

FINANCE AGENTS,

Property List gratis,



