
His Eminence Cardinal Moran, as mentioned in our last issue,
recently wrote to the Hon. K. Barton, Premier of the Common-
wealth,enclosing a protest by theCatholic Hierarchy of Australia
»gninf»t the terms of the Accession Oath. The protest, which was
signed by his Eminenoe. was as follows :—:

—'
We. the Catholio Hierarohy of the Australian Commonwealth,

hereby record our solemn protest against the studiediusull uffcreJ
to the Catholic subjects of the Empire by theDeclaration and Oath
requiredfrom the Sovereign onhis Accession to the Throne."

We protestagainst the Catholicsof the Empire being branded
as idolaters, and we protest against terms of insult being used
regarding doctrines which are Jearer to all Catholics than life
itself." We cannot but regard such a Declarationand Oath in this
twentieth century as anoutrage against common sense,no less than
against religion,and we protest against itas aninfringement of the
religious equality to which we are entitled by the Constitution of
this Commonwealth, and which wecherish as our birthright.

1Devotedly and joyfully our Catholio people throughout Aus-
traliahave proclaimed their loyalty to the Throne, and to its pre-
sent August Occupant ;but they will not endure from any source
words of insult hurled against the truths of the Divine Faith
whichthey profess.'

One-third of the Australian military contingents who are
fighting for the honor and the interests of theEmpire in South
Africaare Catholics With them religion and freedomand loyalty
gohand-in-hand. Itcannot be prudent or honorable or wise to re-
pay their heroism and patriotism by wanton insult, and to brand
their mo-»t sacred convictions with a stigma of infamy from which
the beliefs of all other subje ta of the Empire areexempt.'We request the Right Honorable thePremier of the Common-
wealth to forward this protest to the Prime Minister of his
Majesty's Government;and wemost respectfully ask him tobring
the influenceof the Commonwealth Government to bear upon the
Home administration, that those offensivephrases,whicb area relic
of barbarism from the penaldays,mayno longer deface.the Statute-
book of theRealm.'

Mr. Barton, inacknowledging receipt of the protest, informed
his Eminenoe thathe had forwarded it to the Governor-General for
transmission to the Secretaryof State for the Colonies. In conclud-
ing his letter he said :—:

—
'
Ihavepleasure in informing you that Ministers sympathise

with theproposal for a revisionof the language of the Coronation
Oath. They understand that it is the intention of bis Majesty's
Government to take action for this purpose, and theyihaveexpressed
their hope that itmay be taken.'

Inconnection with the protestof the .hierarchy the following
letter, received by the Cardinal-Archoishop from Rev. H. J.Rose,
Strathfield,chaplain to theNew SouthWales Tranßvaal Contingent,
is ofinterest :

—
'IBhouldlikeyourEminence toknow how entirely in common

with themajority of thinkingmenIsympathise with the membera
of your communion in their desire to see retuoved from the Corona-
tion Oath certain expressions insulting to their Church and toone
of its crucial doctrines. Theday is past when theretention of such
expressionscan in any waysafeguardProtestantism or the Protes-
tant succession, and themere fact that such retention is a just cause
of annoyance tomillions of his Majesty's loyalsubjects is sufficient
warrant for an immediate alteration.'Ihave just returned from South Africa, andIcan testify to
the exuberant loyalty of his Majesty's Roman Catholic soldiers. I
may also refer to the cordial good feeling which always existed
betweenmyself and the chaplain of your communion. More than
once whena soldier lay dyingIhave ventured in the unavoidable
absence of his priest to beg him to fix his thoughtsupon the teach-
ing of his Church, and above all upon the brow of our commonRedeemer, and Ihave been thanked by the authorities of your
Church for such obvious action. The same line of action has been
taken, ceteriiparilut, by the chaplain of your communion, with
regard to our own men. Icannot speak too warmly of the great
andgenerouskindness Ihave always received while in active ser-
vice fromboth priests and laity,'

His Majesty the King on Friday, May 3, receivedin state at St.
James's Palace a number of deputations from religious and civio
bodies of theUnitedKingdom, whocame topresent to his Majesty
addresses of condolence on the deathof Queen Victoriaandof con*
gratul itionon his Majesty's accession to the Throne. The ceremony
of presenting the addresses,which lasted about half anhour, took:
placein the Throne Room.

The most important of the depulalJon» was that of the
Cardinal-Archbishop, Bishops of theCatholic Church in England,
andrepresentatives of the clergy, laity, pet-rs,and commoners. It
was headed by his Eminence Cardinal Vaugban, Archbishop of
Westminster, whopresented the address, and included the Bishops
of Nottingham, Birmingham, Northampton, Hexham, and New*
castle, Salford, Clifton, Liverpool, Menevia, Southwark, Shrews-
bury. Portsmouth, Emmaus, Cisamus, Hermopolis, and Phocoea.
The venerable Bishopof Plymouth was unable to travel toLondon,

The pt'ers were:The Duke of Norfolk, the Marquisof Ripon,
theEarlof Denbigh, the Earl of Ashburnham, the Earl of West-
meath, the Earl of Gainsborough, Viscount Southwell,Lord Mow-
bray and Stourton, Lord Braye, Lord Petre, Lord Arundell of
Wardour, Lord Clifford, Lord Herries, Lord Gerard, and Lord
Morris.

The following members of the Council of the CatholicUnion
attended:Lord Edmund Talbot, M.P., Lord RalphKerr, hisHonor
Judge Bagshawe, Admiral Whyte, Mr. F. R. Wegg-Prosser, Mr.
Wilfrid Ward, Mr.James Brand, Sir John Knill, Bart., theHon.
Everard Fielding, Sir John Austin, Bart., M.P.,Mr. James Hope,
M.P.,Lieut.-Col.Ross of Bladensburg, and Mr. W. S. Lilly (secre-
tary),

The Catholic School Committee was representedby the Verj
Rev. W. F B. Riohards, theRight Rev.Mgr.Scott, Mr. C. E.Vertue,
Mr. B. Young, Lord Walter Kerr, Mr. C. W. Bagshawe, Canon
Barron, Mr. Stapleton-Bretherton, Mr. Fitzherbert-Brockholes, the
Right Rev.Mgr. Carr, the Rev. A. L. Chattaway,Dr Counsel, Mr,
C. E. de Trafford, the Rev. O. Dolan, Mr. A. C. Dunlop, Mr. G.
Findlay. the Right Rev. Mgr. Grady, Mr. D. Howell, Mr. W. M.
Hunnybun, CanonKeatings, Canon K« ily, Mr. J.G.Kenyon, Mr. A,
King, the Rev. A. Magill, the Rev. F.O'Reilly, Mr.Powell, Mr.
Pyke.

The address wasin the following terms :—:
—

May itplease yourMajesty,
—

We, the Cardinal-Archbishop and
Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in England, andrepresen-
tatives of the clergy and laity, peers and commoners, humbly
approach your Majesty upon the earliest occasion since your
accession to the Throne, in order to tender to youour allegiance
andour loyal devotion to your Throne and person. While wehave
deeply grieved withyour Majesty and theRoyal Family on theloss
which has recently plunged the whole Empire into mourning, we
may now be permitted to thank God that inyour Majesty He has
given tous a Sovereign so well fitted to rule over this greatEmpire
by the yearsof preparation and labor which you have devoted to
becoming acquainted with the wants andcharacter of yourmulti-
tudinous subjects. Your Majesty's lifehas been spent inthe midst
of your people,sharing in their happiness and prosperity, actively
engaged in ameliorating the condition of the lowly, and in pro-
moting their comfort in sickness and suffering. All classes of the
population— the leisured, the professional, the industrial, and the
poor

— havebeen the object of your sympathy and interest. These
facts, which aremanifest, form ahappy omen for the future. Our
prayers arecontinually offered up for yourMajesty, especially after
theprincipalMass on each Sunday ;and we venture toassure you
thatnone of your subjects pray more fervently or more frequently
that your reign may be long, beneficent, and adorned by every
Christian virtue

—
that you may be ever victorious in war and pro-

sperous inpeace
—

and thatHe Who is the way, the truth, and the
life, may guide and bless our King and Queen and their Royal
Family in this world,and may open to them hereafter the gates of
the eternal kingdom.

The King, in reply, said:Ireceive with hearty appreciation
the dutiful address which you have presented to me to-day. It
affords me deep satisfaction to know that my Roman Catholio
subjects sympathise withme and my family in theheavy affliction
which hasrecently befallen us, that they tender me the encourage-
ment of their loyal good wishes in the prosecutionof the great task
whiohlies before me as Sovereign of this Empire, and that they
continually offer up devout aspirations for my prosperity and for
that of Queen Alexandraand of the members of my house. It will
be my endeavor to promote to thebestof my ability the enjoyment
of theblessings of liberty, tolerance,peace, and good willamongall
classes of my people.

Rev. Walter R.Yates,now attending to the colored missions in
Virginia, U.S., is a convert, a graduate of Yale, and an ex-
commonwealth attorney of a southern State. Soon after his con-
versionhe decided to givehimself to the work for negroes. He was
ordained priest inBaltimore in 1896.

Mr.F.Marion Crawford, the novelist, whois now at work on
the life of Leo XIII., characterises him as one of the greatest
scholars of the present age. 'It was no light task,' he said, 'to
undertake to write a comprehensivebiography of theman who was
born before the battle of Waterloo, and has lived into this century
after attaining such great eminence. His career in the last 21
years has been so identified with every great move of European
diplomacy that to comprehend it one must study every important
developmentof Europeanhistory during that time. The Pope is a
'man of wonderful vitality to endure the fatiguehe has recently
undergone. When youand Iare 91 we shall not be celebrating
jubilees. But there is no doubt that in spite of his vitality the
Pope is steadily growing weaker. ThoughIhave not seen him
latelyIhear what is going on in the Vatican. He talks less than
formerly and spends Beveral hours a day on acouch, lying down,
with ejes closed. Of course there are moments when he rouseshimself, when he Bhows his old strength, but not often. Those
whoarenearhim tellme thathemay live for some years.'

The totalcost of the Commonwealth celebrationß inMelbourne
will raninto cix figures. Thatrepresents the Government's share,
but £ 10,000 spent by the City Council has to be added,making a
nice bill of £110,000. However,apart of this will be refunded in
theshape of cash saleß of much of the material used inthe works.
South Australia, Tasmania, and Western Australia are large pur-
chasers,as also the oommittee of theproposedBendigoGoldJubilee
Exhibition.

Lady Rachel Fitzgerald, wife of the Knight of Glin, and
daughter of theEarlof Danraven, who has died at Ad&re Manor,
her father's seat, wasonly 28. Her marriage took place a little
over three years ago. The Knights of Glin trace their descent
from John, the second sonof JohnFitzthomas, usually called John
of Callan, first Lord of Decies and Desmond. John of Callan wh
the grandson of Strongbow's companion-in-arms. Three of his sons
by his second marriage were created 'hereditary knights'— tht
WhiteKnight, theKnight ofGlin, andtheKnight of Kerry.
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