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received a fair tiial, in accordance with the judicial custems of
the time. They were allowed counsel—and the most learned
counsel at that—to plead in their defence, a right which was
not accorded to accused personsin British courts of law till
the nineteenth century was far advanced. The punishment of
the Cencit murderers (beheading, ete.)) wasless severe than was
custemary under Englsh law at that penod. A century after
the execution of the Cencis, KEnglish women who murdered
their husbands were adjudged gulty of petty treason and were
Y

1 - 1
(ST P I S T TR S

Aot as e ddese ol Lhe
eighteenth century the horrible torture known as the picket
was (0 luli torce as a recognised othoal pumshment n the
Brtish armny.  In 3797-98 this, together with the newly-devised
torture of the pitch-cap, was practised on a wholesale scale, and
without the formality of judicial procedure, upon the unfor-
tunate [rish peasantry for the purpose of goading them into
insurrection.  As late as the year 180y no fewer than six
hundred oliences were punishable by hanging under Dritish
law—from pocket-picking, kilhng a hare, forgery, and coining
up to wilful wurder.  During the hunger troubles of 1510
children of ten years of age were slowly strangled to death by
the common hangman lor peccadilloes for which they would
nowadays be, at worst, let off with a caution.  And for long after
that date—to use the words of Horace Walpole—the country
wais ‘one graat shainbles,” aud the people (says Erskine May)
swere hrutalised by the hideous spectacle of public executions.’
Those who have tears to shed for human woe can, in all reason,
find abundant subjects Lo bestow them upon without having to
go <o far back as the year of grace 1599, And all this maudlin
sympathy over such hideous and unnatural crimes as those of
the Cenas reminds one of the blubbering and foul-spoken
Sterne sheddmy salt tears over the carcase of a worthless mule.
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A regards the character of Pope Ciement
A (ant My ax VELL, history has built around it a rampart
CLEMENT i1l which is proof against popgun atiacks such
as are volleyed oft in the columns ot country
papers.  The Huoylopedia Britainica, even an its latest
edition, shows its funys to Cathelics here and there by distort-
ing, or by pning a lalse colening to, the tauts of personal or
ecclesiastieal Tustory, Yet 1t admits that the pontificate of
Clement VI was an ‘ exemplary ' one, ¢ Clement,” 1t says,
“was an able ruler and a sagacious stateeman.’  And agamn :
‘He died in Maich, 1603, leaving a high character for pru-
dence, muniticence, and capacity for bLusiness.”  The only
Blame that it atiaches to his memory is the exccution of the
erratic friar, Giord ino Brane.  And Bruna was executed, not
mercly [or s procontiic theories, Lut—as o perusalb of his trial
shows-- lar <rons ories agamst the exi-ting laws of the
State.  Woonhe, the German Protestact historian, cannot be
actustd b ary Lanmyg towards the Pavacey or the Catholic
Churels, e -, on the contrasy, mucc given to thit contemp-
tible term of Clumne windh consists 1 hanting, suggesting, or
docctly pmpuang sbsbor oo unworthy motnes for  actiens
whose mtrinsic goodness 1s beyond the reach of doubt or cavil.
Yet, after detahing the estramdimary labors of that great Pon-
tith, he says (Hofory of Hhe Popes, volo ., pp. 44-5, Bohin) .—

Nor would he  Clement ! permit himeell to ineur the blame of
the slichtest noelivence i s spiritnal duties. Baronius received
his cunfeeston every evening . be eodebrated Mass every mornings at
noon. 1 welve poor uen dined dauily in thesame room with himself,
at leact during the early years of hix pontificate, und the pleasures
of the table were in hia case altogether ous of the question. Un
Fridays anl Suturdays, moreover, he facted. When he Eal lnbored
earnertly throuzh the week, hid recreation on munday was vo zend
for ceriiun pious monks or for the Fathers of ihe Vallicelia, and
hold di~cour-e with thew on the more protound guestions of divi-
nity. The roputation for virtue, plety, and an exeumplary life that
he had always enjoyed, was ral-cd to an extraordinary degree by
sich modes ol proceeding.

(n the same page the noted German Protestant author
says that ¢ Clement VIII conducted himself on all occasions
with enirghtenced deliberation,” and that “he desired that noth-
ing should Le perceived in hun but was becoming a itsell and
consonant with the idea ol a gooed, pious, and wise man.’

- * *

1t may be remarked that the infliction of monetary penal-
ties for crnme is part of the judicial system in every civilised
country i the world,  Why it should be made to appear a de-
ordination in the case ot Clement VIlL.—who was also a
temperal King—-tmply passes our comprehension. The story
of the u0,000 crowns alieged to have been receved by Clement
VI as Cquitrents or penalties for erime” probably arose from
the fact that m a.n. IHoo—two years atter the murder of
Francesco Cenci—Clement distributed this precise sum among
the poor {Rohrbachier, vol. v, p. 734}, He rescued one oi
the Cencim ndens whose Life was not corrupt, had her honorably
marricd, and compelled her tather to provide her with a suit-
able dowry. 1his respect tor lawisteferred to in terms of warm
commendation by Rumke {u., 435}, He was the terror of
evil-doers ot tvery degree. and spared not even the powerful
farmties of the Concl, the Santacroce, and the  Massimi,
when legal proof oo Urar comes was available. * The strength
of the Papacy il I sy s Ranke (1, 40), © was mmeasurably
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increased ” by his personal virtues and by his fair and faithful
and unselfish administration of his high office. And this is
the man whose fair memory we are called upon to execrate out
of mistaken sympathy for a Iittle knot of wretched assassins of
immoral life who et with their deserts over three hundred
years ago.

Tue Rev. Dr. Horton has probably the

THF. ncnal nimher of hrainoeelle Bt they ap-
CONFESSIONAL pear to be bulged out with nightimare views
AT, and scared appidhicisiins ol what he is

pleased to term the ‘ewvils’ of * Romanism.’
Under the stress of one of those attacks of no-Popery hysteria
to which he has been subject with painful frequency of late
years, he lectured recently on the confessional.  His ungentle
discourse reminds one of tha parody that was published some
years ago by the Glasgow Herald, with profound apologies to
the shade of Tommy Moore :

There waa a little man,
And he had s little soul
And he snid : Little soul, let us try, try, try,
If ttisn’t in our reach
To get up a little speech,
Just between little yon and little I, I, 1.
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Ordinary mortals are content to hold fast by the old.
fashioned belief that ignorance of a subject is a bar to its
proper treatment in pamphlet, book, sermon, or lecture, But
1r. Horton is no ordinary mortal. He ewvidently regards
complete ignorance as the best qualification for dealing with
a subject. The good little man in his little speech naively
confessed that he had no practical experience of confession,
He likewise pleaded ignorance of any thearetical acquaintance
therewith, serenely assuring his hearers that he had never read
any Catholic manual on the subject, *and if God gives me the
grace,” he piously added, ¢ I never will’ And with this scant
mental equipment he launched forth in the style of the Slattery
impostors on the sacred tribunal of penance, with a wealth of
amazing blunders that render his previous confession of
ignorance of his subject absurdly superfluous. His published
lecture reminds one of what the chalk says in Kipling's tale :
* The blackboard told all I knew, and very much that I did
not.”  All the polemical 1Joctor knew is stated in the one word:
Nothing.
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Following the example of the fradulent and sensational
adventurers referred to above, DDr. Horton attacks the confes-
sional as bamg mimical to the virtue ot punity.  tlis statement
has heen repeated in the columns of a small religious weekly
published 1in New Zealand. Happily, we are able to put the
gross and unsupported assertion to the test.  There 15 probably
no country in the world where more frequent use is made of the
confessional than in Iretand. On the theory of Dr. Horton
and his colonial echo, Ireland should therefore present to the
rest of the astonished world a spectacle of unexampled moral
degradation. We will take the statistics of illegitimacy.
These are, according to Dr. Leffingwell, a good test of the
morality of a people Ining n the same country, under
the same laws and customs, and with the same methods of
collecting statistics. © The Registrar-General's Reports for
1808 for the Ulnited Kingdom,” says a recent and timely
C.1.5. leafl 1, “are open before us as we write ; and from them
we gather that the proportion of the illegitimate births for Eng—
land is 2 per 1000; for Scotland, 6.3 per cent.; for Ireland,
.7 per cent. Letit be noted that Ireland, where, assuredly,
the confessional has full sway, stands in a noble pre-eminence,
and that Scotland, the type of unswerving and unadulterated
Protestantism, comes lowest on the list.”
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But this is not all.  Ulster is the most Protestant province
of the Green Isle, its non-Catholic population being 52 per
cent. of the the total, as against 14 per cent. in Leinster, 6 per
cent. in Munster, and § per cent. in Connaught. The
Registrar-General’s returns give Ulster 3°7 per cent. of illegiti-
mate to total births; Leinster, 26; Munster, 2-44 and Con-
naught, the most Catholic provincein Ireland, only 06, But the
most sigrnificant fact of allis this : thatin Ulster the percentage of
illegitimate births rises with the increase of the Protestant
populatien and falls with the 1ncrease of the Catholic population
in the various counties of the province. Returns from the
separate counties have not beem published since 18g1. The
following table is compiled by us from the statistics of that
year ;—

Tot.:l Por Cent. DPer Cent. Tllegit. Per Cent.

Cuunty Population  Cathohe ueun-Cath,  Births INegit.
Cavan 111,917 80 192 32 28
Donegal 185,645 76'9 231 60 31
Monarhan 86 206 732 268 38 44
Fermanagh 74,170 554 446 55 T4
Tyrone 171,101 616 454 130 71
Armagh 143,289 466 634 139 @0
Londonderry 152,004 445 555 143 94
Down 267,395 363 637 281 105
Antrim 428,129 246 754 560 134Q
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