
A veryremarkable figure at the recent meeting of the Irish
Literary Society, in London, was Mr. W. Gibson, the son and heir
of Lord Ashbourne. Two or threeyearsagohe joined the Catholic
Church, andhe has become a Btrong Nationalist, so far, at least, as
Irish literature, history, and antiquities are concerned. At this
meeting he was dressed in the ancient national dress of Ireland,and
he is leaning to ope<ik Lho Irioh language Lord Asfcbcurne, as a
good oldTory, muet be rather puzzled.

Allof us know (says M.A.P.) that the Duke of Norfolkhas
vast wealth, is premier Duke of England, a K.G., and

—
todescend

to bathos
—

was till lately Postmoster-General. Buteveryonemay
not realise the many privileges attached to hisposition. As Earl-
Marshailhehas entire control overthearrangements inWestminster
Abbey at the time of a coronation or other publio ceremonial, and
all announcements as to detail are issued by him. By virtueof
this office theDuke can,if he wish,claim the right to an escort of
cavalry on any special occasion. He is also by birthHereditary
Chief Butler of England, and at a coronation is entitledto receivea
drinking cup of pure gold.

The late Mr.Ignatius Donnelly was of Irish parentage. He
visited Europe in 1888, making then a protracted stay inFintona,
County Tyrone, of which his father was a native. Mr. Donnelly
had many claims to distinction besides those arising from his
positionas aShakespearian commentator. He was somethingof a
poet, the author of a number of prose volumes,and mostof all a
politicianand orator. A lawyerby profession,heheld manypublio
offices in the United States, wherehe was familiarly known as
GovernorDonnelly, a term borrowed from an office heheldinhis
resident State. His sister, Miss Eleanor C. Donnelly, isa poetess of
more than American repute. She writes largely for theAye Maria,
and her work has the impress of a truly poetic imagination, a
felicitous diction, and withal a mind thoroughly imbued with
Christian sentiments andCatholio piety.

The obtaining of a 'research degree
'
at an English University

by a French Fatherof the'Missions Etrangeres
'
of Paris, amis-

sionary inBritish India,is an event as uniqueas itis remarkable.
TheRev. LouisFroger,of Christ's College andSt. Edmund'sHouse,
Cambridge,and a member of the above famousMissionarySociety,
was recently duly admittedB.A. at Cambridge as an

'
advanced

Research Student,' after due presentation and examinationof his
dissertation. The learned missionary had already successfully
takenhis M.A.degreeat the London University last summer. He
has now returned to teach in St. Joseph's College, Bangalore
(Mysore), in which he was already teaching before going to
England. Anothprof thestaff, theRev. Stephen Schmitt, tookhia
London MA. degree two yearsago.

The distinguished Irish writer and journalist, John Augustus
O'Shea, the

'
Irish Bohemian,' who has fallen onevil days,gives a

brief account of his career in a recent number of Mr. T. P.
O'Connor's weekly. He says:

— '
Ifirst saw thelight inNenagh, the

capital of North Tipperary, somewhere about the forties. My
memory of my father

—
the kindest and best of men

—
maybe said

to date from Maryborough, the capital townof Queen's County, in
the precincts of the ancient Pale. We lived in Coburg Row, a
pretentiously named Btreet, opposite the school-house kept by'" Jerry

" Gorman, who had failed for a fellowship in Trinity
College and was much respected by the gentry of thedistrict. He
taughtme all theLatin andGreek heknew;his school was attended
by Protestants, andIwas the only Catholic there fora longperiod.
My father wasa journalist ;indeed he was the "doyen" of Irish
journalist", and my first effort in journalism was as a leader-writer.
Iwrote the openingarticle to apaper of whichmy ancle, Mr. Peter
Gill, was proprietor, while Iwas at the Catholic University, but
before Iwent to the University, whenIwas 15 years old,Iwrotea
sketch of the Great Heath race meeting, near Maryborough, of
which LcrdWaterford was thehero— Harry, "The Wild Marquis,"
afterwards killed in the hunting-field. Destined for the medical
profession, Iwas applying myself seriously to it when a waveof
excitementpassed over Ireland onbehalf of theHoly See, and,asI
always had ahankering for the military profession, thinking that
Italy wouldgive me the opportunity Idesired to combine surgery
with soldiering, Istarted one fine morning for that country. I
joined the Irishbattalion,declined a commission, and attained the
rank of Foriere after a couple of months. Included in thecapitu-
lation after thebombardment of Ancona,Ithought it well tomake
my escape through the enemy's lines, and crossed the Appenines to
Rome, whereIhadan audience of the latePontiff,PioNono.' For
several yearsMr. O'Shea eked out anexistence in Londonby adapt-
ing plays from novels and such like work. Later onwe find him
in Paris wherehe acted as correspondent for Irish and American
newspapers. After a time he was appointed representativeof the
London Standard, and was tbe first to bring prominently before
the English public the Ober-Ammergau Passion Play. He acted as
correspondent for the same paper during theFranco-German war,
and was in Paris during the siege. His subsequent work for the
Starulard included journeys 'to India to record the famines; to
Ireland, once with the Prince of Wales and once with General
Grant; to Canada with the Marquis ofLome;to Egypt and to
Cyprus with the thenSir Garnet Wolseley. IattendedDutch fetes,
a Swedishcoronation,a Vienna exhibition, anda Carlistcampaign.'

The enormousoutput of McCormick machines defie? themental
grasp of man. If the machines they manufacture were to issue
from thegate of their works (the largest in the world), the spec-
tators wouldsee throughout the working dayaMcCormickmachine
emergingat full gallop every thirty seconds.

— +*\
Thegigantic expansionof output is notdue merely to the ever-

lasting raising of tha M'Cormick standard of excellence higher,
iiijlher, and still higher, but to the quick intelligence of the host of
farmer buyers who discern that the only profitable machine, the
un'y reliable-at-harveat-time machine is the M'Cormick.

— *
m
*

Myers and Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George street.
Th«y guarantee highest class work at moderate fees. Their arti-
ficial teeth give generalsatisfaction, and the fact of themsupplying
a temporary denture while the gams are healing does away with
the inconvenience of being months without teeth. They manufac-
ture a single artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally
moderate. The administration of nitrons-oxidegas is also agreat
boon to those needing1 the extractionof a tooth. Bead advertise-
ment.

—
»%

Tussicura, Wild Cherry PectoralBalm, the famous remedy for
coughs, bronchitis,asthma,and consumption,has the largest saleof
any throut and lung medicine in New Zealand. Those who have
taken this medicine areamazedatits wonderfulinfluence. Sufferers
from any form of bronchitis, cough, difficulty of breathing, hoarse-
ness,pain or sorenessin the chest,experiencedelightful and imme-
diate relief,and to those whoaresubject to colds on the chest it is
invaluable,as iteffects acomplete cure. It is most comforting in
allaying irritation in the throat and giving strength to the voice,
anditneither allows a cough or asthma to become chronic nor con-
sumption to develop. Consumption has never beenknown toexist
where coughshavebeenproperly treated with this medicine. No
bouse should be without it,as, taken at the beginning, a dose is
generally sufficient, and a complete cure is certain. Beware of
coughs. Remember everydisease has its commencement, and con-
sumption is no exceptionto this rule. Obtainable from Messrs.
Kempthorne,Prosser and Co., Limited,and allmerchants through-
out the Colony. Price,2a 6d.— */

Wanted,everyone who has proved the worth of Tußsioura to
recommendit to their friend.

—
*%

Witches Oil curespains andaches,neuralgia,headache,sciatica,
rheumatism. Prioe, 2s 6d. Try it.—/*

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

People We Hear About.
[Thurrsday, March7,1901.

Not Touting for an Alliance-— The Daily Chronicle,com-
menting on Mr.Redmond's speech, Baya such an utterancemakes
any alliance with the Radicals impossible. The Freeman gives it
its answer by at-king what title the Chronicle has tospeak for the
Radicals, and by reminding it that alliances with the Irish Party
havehitherto been made on the initiative of English parties. The
Irish Party is not touting for any alliance.

Sale of Irish Industries-— The Duke of Westminster haa
given Lady Londonderry theuse of Grosvenor Hall,London, for the
hit Patrick'" P^y <*aie of Tri«h Tndnptriep, Tfc is expeoted that Lord
and Lady Roberts will be secured toopen the sale.

Emigration During the Past Year-— The emigration
statistics for I.WO just published, show that the fatal drain on
1reland's populationstill maintains its outward flow withunabated
volume. During the year no fewer than 45918 emigrants left
Ireland, this being 3012more than in the previous year. About 90
)>er cent, went to the United States— 4l,B39 to be exact; 1300 to
Australia, %3 to Canada, 1)93 to South Africa, and Gl3tOßundry
other points of destination.

Prize Essays on the Sieges of Limerick and Derry.—
Varly last year Mr. William Gibson, a member of the Goldsmiths'
(Jo,Oxford street,London,offered twoprizesof £50 and £25 for the
host essayson the sieges of Derry and Limerick, the writers to be
under 30 yearsof age. The Irish Literary Society,in whose hands
tbe prizes wereplaced,nominated the lateLord Russell of K'llowen
and Mr. Lecky,M.P, as adjudicators. On the death of the former
his place was taken by Mr. Justice Matthews. These gentlemen
have had the essays under consideration for a considerable time,
and their decision now announced is that the first prizeof £50 goes
to Mr. Henry Mangan, of Mayne road,Dublin;and the second, of
of k'2o, to Mr. Hugh A. Law, Marble-hill, Donegal ; while Mr.
Donnan,ofKircubbin, County Down, is highly commended. Itis
arranged that the successful competitorsshould read their esßays at
a future meeting ofthe Society.

Music in Ireland.
—
It is stated by the Rev. T. Donovan,

('M.. in the Irish Ecclesiastical Record that the Irish National
Education Board has appointed a head organiser and anumber of
a^Hibtants whose duties will be to introduce the teaching of music
into the elementary schools, to form classes, to give teachers any
instruction or help that may be necessary as to thebest methods of
tracing ringing, and in general to afford all the assistance they
wn offer for the accomplishmentof the end which thenew rule of
the Hoard haa in view. Father Donovanis hopeful that this prac-
tual rmaonre will do much to raise Irish musical culture from the
wretchedly low state into whichit has fallen.

TheRev- Dr- Kolbeand the Irish People—The Rev. Dr
Kolbe, writing from South Africa to the Freeman's Journal, says:
1 Die poopl ■ of SouthAfrica owe a d< ep debt of gratitude toIreland
lor itsmoral support during this unhappy war. You over there
have been quick to perceive the analogybetween our position and
yours. Taught by bitter experience,you could not fail torecognise
the cry of a throttled nationality. We had a moment of doubt
when we realised what a bargain you might make for Ireland if
you would only support the war party, but we need not have
doubted Inland. ... Be assured that you will never regret
bani.<? espousedour cause. The real strength of the Empire lies in
the fii'tdom and the harmony of its constituent nations ;its weak-
ik"<-< lies in oppression and suppression. You are thepioneersof
the true glory of the P]mpire to come; we follow humbly after.
hiater Ireland! hands across the sea!'
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