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Current Topics.

Tue question of Juvenile Branches was
turned over and over and examined from
various points of view on last Sunday at the
Communion breakfast of the Htbernian
Society in Dunedin. Such branches are in operation in Auck-
land and Wellington. They deserve the flattery of more
widespread imitation, (1) because the‘y furnish the best recruit-
ing ground for our only Catholic *Benefit Society; and (2)
because they offer a partial solution of the aching difficulty of
dealing with the dangers surrounding our boys who, at the
close of their schooldays, are—as Cardinal Manning puts it—
‘cast headlong into the vortex of modern life, with no other
stay and security than the half-digested instruction they have
received in early childhood." During their schooldays we cram
and stuff them like Strassburg geese. But at or about their
thirteenth year we suddenly drop them. We turn them adrift
to shift for themselves during the most dangerous and impres-
sionable period of human existence, and—in Carlyle's words-—
“when the hungry young lock up to their spiritual nurses for
food, they are bidden to eat the east wind.” At this plastic
eriod of their lives their minds and hearts can readily be
ashioned after the right model. 1L would te a task of far
greater dificulty to reform them at a later age.

A BOYS'
BRIGADE,

* * x

This idea is feelingly, but despairingly, expressed by the

grown-up Tilda in the fascinating story, No. 5, Fohn Street.
Tilda was greatly neglected in her younger days, and this is
what she says: *1 warn’t made right at the start, I was a bit
o’ slop work., So was Covey. That’s wy we both got to "ang
together on the same peg., That’s jest what’s the matter with
all on us in John street. We can’t do no good with ourselves
now. We want pickin® all to pieces, and if you begin that
you'll only tear the stuff. Give the younguns a chance in their
cradles, an’ let the old uns die off ; then you'll see a change.
All these missions are trying to make us mealy-mouthed. It
makes yer larf like, to ‘ear us talkin' and to see our funny
wyze. But some time you'll see us jest as we are. Then
you'll git the "ump, an’ cuss the dye you tried to mike a lidy
out of a fightin' flower-gal, *“Oh, wy didn't yer ketch me
when I wasa kid?""’

= * =

Yes. If we are to hold our youths, we must ‘ketch ’em
when they're kids.” And if the Hibernian Society helps in the
good work, it has established a fresh claim upon the support and
encouragement of parents and priests.

i

TowaaDps the close of last week a self-styled

QUACKS * cancer specialist * was mulcted in Dunedin

AKD in the handsome fine of f50 for illegally
QUACKERY. using the title of * Doctor.” The penalty was

an exemplary one. But unfortunately ‘ The

Medical Practitioners Act, 1869," does not reach the root of the
crying evil of quacks and quackery. It catches an incautious
irregular practitioner here and there and at painfully long
intervals. But it does nothing to prevent the wholesale and
heartless frauds that are heing perpetrated on the luckless

public from New Year’s Day to St. Sylvestec’s by a horde of
what we may term in Carlyle’s phrase, ‘brass-faced, vociferous,
voracious ’ quacks who trade under the various titles of * pro-
fessors,’ ’ psychomants,’” ‘trance-mediums,’ * astro-mathemati-
cians,” ‘ hypnotic healers,’ * mystic healers,” and heaven knows
what besides. Your malades imaginaires, and a big section of
the public that have got enlarged livers, rheumatic knee-joints,
phthisical lungs, or tic-douloureux are, in the matter of healers
and cure-alls, mere overgrown children, credulous, evergreen
with verdant hope, and of their gobemoucherie there is no end.
In the words of Hudibras :

Some with & noise and greasy light
Are snapped, a8 men catch larks at night.
Some with med’oine and raceipt
Are drawn to nibble at the bait.
* * L
Our paternal Government prosecutes the retail depreda-
tions of the miserable fortune-teller, It might legitimately
afford more strenuous protection to the half-fledged public
against those rapacious harpies of the quack fraternity, with
their gaudy rings, their oily and (usually) ungrammatical
tongues, their handfuls of dried ¢ yarbs,” their phials of corro-
sive sublimate, their non-committal pills, their copious shirt-
fronts, their double dose of low cunning, and their brazen
affectation of supernal knowledge, which 15 intended to mask a
baptismal innocence of all acquaintance with even the elements
of anatomy, physiology, o therapeutics. Their working creed
is welt summed up in the Biglow Papers 1—
In ghort, I firmly du believe
In Humbug generslly,
Ter it’s & thing thet I perceive
To hev a solid vally ;
This heth my faithful shepherd heen,
In pasturs sweet heth led me,
An' thig'll keep the peuple green
To feed ez they hev fed me,
* * =
When you go a-mountaineering in Switzerland there is
always the off-chance that the rope which bears you may
break or fray over the jagged edge of a precipice, or that you
may fall into the depths of a dark crevasse through the thin
and treacherous coating of frozen snow which coversit. In
either event your insurance policy soon comes due. But it
does not matter so much to the guide. He has taken the pre-
caution to make you pay in advance, and the money is in the
bands of his careful frau in the valley far below. The quack
doctor acts in a similar way. He and all unregistered * medi-
cal ' practitioners are debarred by law from enforcing payment
of fees: the man in the street would do well to remember this,
RBut this modicum of protection to the silly section of the public
is usually rendered inoperative by the medical fraud almost
invariably stipulating for, and receiving, his fees in advance.
The law is much more far-reaching in France, where, less than
two years ago, a notorious ' mystic healer' who had set all
Paris agog was heavily fined for the elastic crime of ¢imposing
on the credulous.’ [In one of the States of the Australian
Commonwealth—we cannot at this moment remember whether
it is Victoria or New South Wales—the Postmaster-General
has for some time past refused the use of post-office
boxes to self-styled *medical men’' who have become
objects of suspicion. He has, moreover, claimed and
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exercised the right of opening letters addressed to
them, and has thus prevented some members of
a fraudulent class from abusing a State Department to prey
upon the ignorant hy cunningly-worded advertisements and
circulars, and in many instances following up the first extrac-
tion of abnormal fees by merciless terrorism, blackmail, and
extortion. ! In all baseness and imposture,’ says Kinglake in
his Eothern, 'there is a coarse, vu\gar spirit which, however
artfully concealed for the time, must sooner or later show
iteelf.” Medical impnsture makes a gross display of itself in
its rank self-laudation, And the newspaper Press deserves
slrong  wensuie for the manner in which 1t aids and ahets
medical frauds by publishing their vulgar and clamorous
advertisements, and thus making itself the sounding board of
a whole school of heartless impostors and charlatans.

Nowadays the quack finds his victims almost
SOME ‘CANCER exclusively amongthe masses. Butthere was
CURES. a time when any plausible healer of human
ills could impose his mighty pretensions on
the dwellers in high places. Sir Kenelm Digby, for instance
{1603-1665), stirred all the drawing-rooms of the English
nobility and gentry of his day with his absurd ‘sympathetic
ﬁowder.’ In the words of Charles Lamh, he was * none of your
esitating half story-tellers, but a hearty, thorough-paced lar.’
The British Parliament was so grealty impressed with the
value of ¢ Stephens’s Specific'—an old-time nostrum that was
supposed to be, among its other marvellous virtues, a remedy
for cancer—that it voted £ 5000 for the purchase of the secret
of its composition. The sale was duly effected. Mrs, Stephens
E;ot the money stowed away in the unexpiorable depths of her
eminine pockets. Then she handed over the recipe for which
the expectant world was waiting with craned neck and on eager
tip-toe. It was published in the next issue of the London
Gasette. Butwhen the fickle public read the list of ingredients
they suddenly lost all interest in © Stephens's Specific.’” The
ingredients were as follow: Egg-shells, snail-shells (with the
snails in them)--all calcined, hips and haws, swine.cress, and
several other vegetables—all burned! Plunkett’s © great Irish
cure for cancer’ was sold by him in london after he had made
a fortune by it, chiefly at the expense of the English gentry and
moneyed classes. In six years the purchaser—one Richard
Grey—had amassed by its sale as much money as satisfied his
utmost ambition. He then published its ingredients, for the
public benefit, in Lloyd’s Feening Post. 'The recipeis worth
reproducing, if only for the reason that it is just as good—or as
bad-—as that of any cancer-curer between Auckland and the
Bluff ; * Crow’s-foot which grows on low ground, one handful;
dog-fenncl, three sprigs, two to be well pounded ; crude brun-
stone, three thimblefuls ; white arsenic, the same quantity,  All
to be incorparated well in a niorzar, then made into small balls
the size of nutmegs, and dried in the sun.’

3 * *

Times have changed and many things have changed with
them. But the quack—medical, social, and pelitical—and the
dupe we have always with us. And ‘gquack and dupe,’ as
Carlyle reminds us in bhis Past and Present, * are upper and
under side of the selfsame substance; convertible personages.
Turn up your dupe into the proper fostering element, and he
himself can become a quack, There is i hun the due prurient
insincerity, open voracity for profit, and closed sense for truth,
whereof quacks too, in all their kinds, are made.’

Tur long butcher's knife called a sword has
THE PASSING OF heen fram the worid’s infancy the emblem of
fcoLp steer.’” war and of the last resort of brute energy in
man. The hard-hitting old chieftain in

Ossian called to his bard .

Sing me a gong—a s0' g
With a sword in every line.

In later days the bayonet has shared with the sword the place
of a war-emblem in a modest and apologetic way-—as Tom
Pinch shared the seat of a country cart alter his departure
from the office of Pecksniff. WWe hear, for instance, of the
throne of the Third Napeleon being supported on bayonets;
and Barbaroux, in refusing miltary protection in (793,
declared : ‘1 require no bayonets to defend the iberty of my
thoughts.” But the tired pressman must soon cast about for
fresh figures of speech to apply 1o the art of war. The Anglo-
Boer campaign may be said to have closed the era of the arme
blanche or cold steel.  Sword, bayonet, and the gay lance
with its flying pennon have had their day and are now doomed
to go. Almost from the beginning of the South African war
the sword was discarded by British officers, Once, by a fluke,
the lance found its way into action and did some irregular
¢ pig-sticking ' among sundry luckless Boers who had thrown
down arms and asked for quarter.  In the early days of the
struggle gushing war-correspondents represented the Republi-
can farmer-soldiers as being scared out of their five senses at
the mere sight of a fixed bayonet. But we know now that so
far as actual service in battle was concerned the bayonet was
about as useless to Thomas Atkins, Esquire, as the sword was

to his commanding officer, and that it might as advantageously
have been left in store at Woolwich or sold as old iron or con-
signed as a curiosity to provincial museums,

- - -

Time was—as in the Peninsular War—when the bayonet
was the last and most convincing argument in battle. In
wfantry encounters the oppasing forces marched boldly up to
within eighty or a hundred yards of each other, exchanged a
volley or two by way of preliminary greeting, then rushed
togeiher and perforated eadd othan to Che Lost of thoir respective
abilities with the long and ferocious-lonking triangular bayonet
that was tashionable m those days.  lhe sironger paily, or
those who had the greater gluttony for punishment, remained
the victors when the wild but brief mé&lée was over. The
weaker side gave way, took gallantly to s heels, was saluted
with two or three farewell voileys, and escaped in a leisurely
sort of way-—unless the cavalry came thundering along; and
then there was red havoc along the line of retreat. But nowa-
days battles are fought at long ranpe. And the rapidity and
intensity of modern rifle and artillery fire have closed for ever
the period when the glittering lines of bayonets were, so to
speak, the fringe on the drop-scene of the battlefield. In the
English translation of his Modern Weapons and Modern War
Bloch says of present day conditions: © Before an attack with
the bayonet can be made, a zone of murderous fire has first to
be passed. Retreat alter a repulsed attack upon a fortified
position will be accomplished only after the loss of more than
half the attacking force. At such short ranges as will be found
in bayonet attacks almost every rifle bullet will disable one
soldier, and often more than one. On a smokeless battlefield
the results of such an overthrow will be visible to all. At such
close ranges the present covered bullet will penetrate the
cranium ; but in other parts of the body will have a shattering
and tearing effect.’

= E -

The casualties from cold steel have been quite insignificant
in wars that have been waged with modern weapons of pre-
cision. * Fisher,” says Bloch, *estimates the proportion of
wounds inflicted by cold steel in the war of 1866 in the Austrian
army at four per cent., and in the Prussian army at five per
cent., of all wounds. In the war of 1870-71 the proportion of
wounds caused by cold steel in the German army was one per
cent. In the Russo-Turkish war the percentage of wounds
inflicted by cold steel was 2'5 per cent. in the Russian army of
the Danube. The percentage of deaths caused by cold steel
is also very inconsiderable. In the last Russo-Turkish war, of
the number killed in the army of the Danube only 53 per cent,
of deaths were caused by cold steel, and in the army of the
Cancasus barely one per cent.” At close quarters even the
stumpy, dagaer-hke bayonet Lhat is used as an appendix to
the Lee-Metford nifle 15 an ugly-lookine probe to {all upon.
But soldiers don’t get to particularly cluse quarters with the
enemy nowadays, They squat as small as possible behind
rocks or field-works hall a mile to a mile or so apart, with
about half aninch of scalp appearing above the shelter-line,
and squirt hypodermic injections of lead at each other. The
ambulance doctor does the probing—if any—afterwards.

A sHorT time ago the New York Observer,
a non-Cathalic religious paper, published an
article on the state of the Protestant Churches
in Germany. The writer displays a thinly-
veiled animus against ¢ Romanism.’ But he describes the
Catholic Church in the German Federation as being more
active and zealous than ever in the work of making converts.,
Referring to Saxany-—which was for so long a period the
greatest stronghold of the Reformed creed-—he says: ‘ There
is perhaps one dark spot in the outlook—in Saxony. Here in
the country where Luther was born, and where his wonderful
Reformation work was begun, there is a singular tendency
among the members of the oldest aristocratic families to join
the Church of Rome. Whole families have gone over to
Rome, {amilies bearing names illustrious in the history of the
Reformation. The reason is probably not far to seek. The
royal house is zealously Catholic, and the King, now an aged
man and no longer in the prime of mental vigor, shows a dis-
tinct inchnation to fill all offices around his person and
wherever his influence extends, with memhers of the Roman
community. A near relauve of the King’s, Prince Max of
Saxony, was recently consecrated a priest of the Catholic
Church, This young man's influence among the Saxon
nubles, especially among the ladies, is enormous, and it is pro-
bably these Royal and Court intrigues which are responsible
for many of the recent couversions. (German Protestant assc-
ciations are much concerned at the feebleness of the Saxon
nobles, and on more than one occasion recently earnest appeals
have been addressed to them conjuring them not to forget the
faith of their forefathers, and to remain true in the principles
of the evangelical faith.’

BACK TO THE
FOLD.

Tussiours, the wonderful eongh remedy—sald by all chemists and
grocers.—,*,

M FI“L AY 38 COLOMBO BTREET, SYDENHAM (three minutes’ walk from Railway Station). SBUITS from 50i-
} Given awsy with evary Buit—STYLR, FIT, and BATISFAOTION st LOWEST PRIoke.
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IN THE WAKE OF THE RISING SUN.
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By *ViaToR'

Beyrout, 8yria, Dec. 6, 1900,
ALEXANDRIA,

WE were early awake on the morning of Tueaday, November 27, for
the first streak of down was to herald onr entrance into the harbor
ol Alcanudrie, the open gatewsy of modern Epypt. From the
bridge we watched not in vain, In the roseate haze the Pharos rose
in lonely graudeur, all alone culb of the warnm misls of the morning,
but soon circling at ite base—for it is a low reach of sand—we
picked out the extending piles of the modern city, Up the narrow
channel we thread our way, past many stemmers lying at ancher,
past the Khedive's yachi and the Khedive's Palace, till we find our
berth alongside the quay. Of the ancient city of Alexandria. seat
of science, and art, and culture, scarce a vestige remains, but
beyond the purview of the native guarter, that in the Far Easi
changeth not, rise the usnal bright bunildings of modern times.
Though France has had to yield her sway in Egypt, there is mach
to remind the traveller of the imprees made here by our Gallic
neighbors when her power for colonising was strooger and more
enduring than in these degenerate times. The names of the streets
tell of fair France ; most of the officials in the Civil fervice hail
from that country, and in the stores and shops ou the boulevards,
in the cafés, in the churches, you hear the echoes of the French
language. Guides and dragomans, city police and railway officials,
cab-drivers and donkey bays—all in their ready if halting language
tell of the past ascendency of France in these parts. What
Chaucer wrote so slyly of the Abbess in his ‘ Tales’ may without
strain be guoted of the disjointed French epoken in the streets of
Alexandria,

¢ Her French waa the French of Stratford-at-Bowe,
For the French of Paris was to her unknowe,'

All trace of the Ptolemies and the Neo-Platonists is lost in modern
Alexandria—a glittering city, anve where the swarthy races fore-
gather, and streets with a decidedly continental finish, But guite
Iately, within the last three or four months only, accident, has un-
earthed the most startling discoveries of a buried city lying
dormant and lost during the ages under piles of earth and rubbish.
The antiquarian and the archwcologist will have in disclosed streets
and buildings and tombs a big field for study and disensaion, We
had a look at ‘ Pompey's Pillar,” at the capal running into the Nile
at Cairo, at the public gardens rich and glorious in flowers, fruits
and giant palme, at the Franciscan Church and the Jesuit Collegs,
and then took train to Cairo. ,

Leaving Alexandria at 4.30 we covered the 130 miles distanee
to Caira in three hours and a half over a country peopled by the
toiling fellaheen of Egypt, still hugping the primitive past; still
lagging on time's highway ; still corded victima of manncrs, habits,
and customs that bring the observer back to biblical pictures and
biblical stories with a reality quite startling to western races, 1f
aupht i8 to be gathered from the toilers in the cotton, rice, and
maize fields, from the mud huts erouching under the lee of the
modest hills, from the toil-worn limbs and half-clad forms, albeit
interesting in their many colora settingr off the dusky skin, there is
t0o in the Iand of the Nile a system of land tenure whose frst prin-
ciple is not to zift the toiler with the bLest fruits of his labor, IHere
for the first time are seen the Bastern wowen thickly veiled, or
decked as to the visage with hidcous ' yashmak '’ cunoingly con-
trived to conceal the face and features, but with just enough open-
ing for the eye to fix the gaze on others,

* Forsitan ut spectent, sed non spectentur ut iprwe.

In a little over three hours we cover the 130 miles between
Alexandria and Cairo—in railway carriages quite up tn the eass and
comforts of Western countries. As we near the capital of modern
Egypt, the Libyan chsin of mountains ix seen mn the distance,
gardens and neat cottages rush past the railway line, and minarets
rising sheer in the still evening air tell us we are at Cairo. As we
alight at the railway station, built in arabesque style, we are the
centre of a mized throng of dark and dusky noisy flgures, befezzed
and beturbaned, standing out in red, and yellow, and blue, and
turquoise, and gold, and spotless white, a1l awaiting the ‘expresa’
from Alexandria,

CAIRO,

Cairo, the largest city in Africa, counts a populstion of more
than 600,000 sonls, of whom only some 23,000 are Europeana, The
native population is made up of Arabs, Fellahs, Copte, 'Turks, Jews,
Bedonios, Nuwmidians, and others, It stands on the east baok of the
Nile some 10 miles south of the point where the Rosetta and
Damietta branches of the lordly river divide. Bince the middle of
present century, Cairo has rapidly developed on the Eurnpean side,
and as the principal residence of the Khedive, and of the Consuls-
General, the seat of Government and Stite Admininistration, is the
centre, during the season, of a large and varied fashionable society,
The atrong hand of England is scarcely veiled under the filmy
shadow of native administration, and the native in his cwn haunts
is a thing not reckoned with. He i# veritably a hewer of wood and
o drawer of water in the ancient land of the Pbarachs. ‘Shep-
heard's Hotel, to which we were driven in an open drag with four
horsen, picked out of the many cabs and carriages hitched on to the
wiry animals of Fgypt, that lie in wait for the traveller, is & hos-
telry appointed in modern style of the highest order of comfort.
We sauntered after dinner into the open streets, and in the clear
moonlight breathed the late November air, as fresh, and aoft, and
clear a8 ite fellow-evening at ita summer hest in far New Zealand,
But we sauntered not far into the native gquarter, that ramificates
in lanes and passages and malodorous byways just off the European
district—a stubborn proof of the strict conservatism, in spite of the

invasion of the restless Western, in apite of plague and epidemic—
E coneervatism writ large on Oriental habits even in the capital of
gypt.

yCairo would seem to me the rallying ground of wealthy
Europeans seeking to cheat the rigid winters of the West, and
anxious to gratify s natural desire of seeing the wonders strewn
over this ancient land, Would that I conld add that the motley
peoples who cluster in these parta bepefit to a alight degree by
asgociation with these birds of passape. Iunsoluble problem! They
go their ways, and cherish their cuatoms, and tread the beaten path
nf thair fathera and glory in their analterable ways. however dark-
some, punitive, revolting, with a conviction and steadfastness of
prrpose that »eck not of modifieation or ehange— Quare fremune-
runt, gentes, et pupuli meditati sunt inania ’—Of the highest order
of interest ig Cairo with its environs,

THE JESUITS,

At Fagollah, a quarter of an hour's walk from Shepheard's
Hotel, the Jesuit Fathers, always in the forefront of the battle,
have a church and a college, 1 was able, through the conrtesy of
the Superior, to say Mass each morning, and with professional
interest had a close insight into the college, its professors, pupils,
opportunities, curriculum. and management. The church—public
—ia large and modern, of Roman style. The college ia built of
rtone, with wide and airy corridors, for the heat from March to
Octcher is very trying to the staff. Here in the heart of Egypt,
amid Mohammadan domination the Fathers of the Society pureue
their noble work of eduzcation and culture. Here I raw in the
various clasees, Mohammadans, Copts. Greeks, Armenisns, with a
large number of Europeans, 300 in all, under the masters’ eye,
clearing the difficulties that beset the psth of knowledge, The
ubiquitous Irisbman iz here in the person of Rev. Patrick Kane,
8.J., of Dublin, who did much to make our stay in Caire interesting
and profitable,

* Oune in fame and one in name
Is the sea-divided (iael,’

I was very much interested in the fact that in this fine, progressive
College of Fapollah--where every jintelligence, enthusiasm, per-
sonality is at the head—Moslem, Greek, and Christian sip the waters
of sound and wholesome knowledge at the clear springs opened to
their pupils by the pioneers and past masters of education, the
Fathers of the Society of Jesus, Other churches there are in Cairo,
but for me all the attraction was at the College and Church of
Fagollah.
THE PYRAMIDS,

Ont in the bright sunshine, under a cloudless sky with a rust-
ling suspicion of breeze, we drive through the new Ismailizelr
quarter, over the grandiose bridge—Kagsr-el-Nil—that spane the
eternal Nile, out on to the Ghezireh where we debonch on to a fine
carriage drive, lined by acacia trees, that leads to Chizeh and the
Pyramids, We stop on the way to hastily glance at the exhibits
shown in the Ghizeh Museum, a Palace boasting of cloee on 100
apartments built 1n an exten-ive park by Ismail Pasha at a coat of
nearly one million pounds sterhiny, The Egyptian collestion herein
stored and eclassified i singniar above ull other collections in ita
wealth of monuments of the first six dynasties, and in the absolute
reliability of the antiquities that startle and fascinate the vigitor,
Here vou see a famous collection of aceredys or racred beetles, the
wooden statue of Shekh-el-Biled, the stone of Tanis with the
celebrated deeree of Carope, the treasare of Queen Aoh-hotep, the
royal mummies of Deri-cl-Bohay, and stones, ipscriptions and
wuumies of every size, order, condition and class, A half-an-honr
more brings us to the border of the Libyen desert, the home of the
Pyramids and the Ephinx. A sumptuous hostelry-—the Mena House
Hotel—rises at the edge of the desert sands and here invalida in~
hale the fresh, dry air of the derert. On the sands are grouped the
Ghizeh Pyramids. three in number, and the Sphinx. Pyramida are
found only in the centre of a Neciopolis, and thus furnish strong
reason for believing that they were erected as tomba for the
Eeyptian Kings who reigned hefore the invasion of Hykeos, 1780
before Christ. Aceording to eome Arab authors, they were bailt by
King Sarid 300 years before the Deluge, And here are they still,
An interesting fact in connection with their position is, that the
cardinal points are always exactly determined, and that the entrance
iz always on the north side, But tho’ they rire bold and defiant on
the desert sand, they were oft-time rifled of their treasures, and
torn by greedy bhuilders, who regarded them as mere quarries for
supplying blocks of stone. DMany of the morques and eacred build-
ings in Cairo were erected with blocks taken from the Pyramids,
The highest and greatest of the Ghizeh Pyramids—the Cheops—
dates back, it is said, to Chufu, the second King of the fourth
dyna«ty, before Christ, 2500. The measurements of the Cheopa
pyramid are at present 7O3ft at the base, and in height 451ft, Bug
the original dimensions were greater by some 30ft or 40ft. The
blocks of stones of which it is constructed are from the quarries of
Mokattam and Tuoa, near Cairo, apd the contents amount to
53,000,000 enbic feet. We did not find the arcent too tiring, assisted
as we were by two Bedouins to each of us, yet the stones averaga
three feet in height, From the top, which is flat, a very charming
view is to be had of the Delta. In the interior of the pyramid are
three mortuary chambers, and the entrance is by sloping narrow
passages. 50 close and low as to compel visitors to stoop and creep in
paesing through them. In the mpper mortnary chamber is the red
granite sarcophagus of Cheops, aud in & chamber above the name of
Cheops is found painted in red on the blocks.

1t is recounted by the Greek historian Herodotus that this
pyramid took 20 years to build, and that 100,000 men were employed
in ita construction. The pyramids, meaningless heaps of out stone,
are immense, overawing, coloseal, but they make no claim on the
elegant or the msthetic. Crowds of Bedouins took s in charge, or
threatrned to do so, ns we stepred from the verdure of the plain of
the Nile on to the eternal sands of the desert, but our faithful
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dragoman, Sadi Osman—calm, alert, patient, imperturbable-re-
pelled the invasion aud adjusted the Bedouin claims and the tastes
and curiosity of the visitors to the full eatisfaction of all. One
Mohamed Haasan, from among the Bedonins, offered for two francs
to ascend the Cheops and return to its base in eight minutes, We
took him at his word. Nimble-footet as a goat, but considerably
faster in pace, Mohamed ~ealed the rungh stonew, riving higher and

higher He performeld the feat within the time specified, and fairly
earned his waper, Tront the pyramids we passed on camel back to
the Sphiaz

THE ETERNAL SPHIXY,

¢ Staring right on with ecalm, eternal eyes,” 1u lowely uagesty, little
nltered by the ravages of time. impervious to decay. The Sphinx
is cut out of the living rock, and represents a crouching lion with
a human head, The body is rough-hewn from the rock, but the
head has been scu'ptured with considerabie care and not u little
power. Still looking ouf into time, impawive, grave, unsym-
pathetic, cynical, wrapped in the silence of ages, recking nought of
the changes that perturb the little world of men. the Sphinx is a
type of immortality—yeaterday. to-day, the same for ever, The
face bears the damages of Arab marksmen, and the red color spread
over the features is patchy—the head-dress and part of the beard
are gone—stiil the Sphinx looks out into space wich a8 placid and
impertarbable an eye as when Abtahawm, son of Thare, because of a
famine in the 1ina, went down to Egypt and sojourned there when
Abraham received the divine promise of a land for his children to
extend from the river of Eirypt to the Euphrates, when Jacob went
down ta thy land of the Pharaohs to seek his son Joseph, when
Moses rose i his might to lead the children of Israel out of the
house «f ULondage, when the Holy Family sought refuge in
flight frain the murderous decree of Herod, when Napoleon
mobilired hi- Iecions on the sands of the desert im  vain
hoast of universal conguest. For fhersande of years the Sphinx
looking out into immensity from its bed of sand has furnished
an enigma for traveller and archmologist, and though modern
antiquarians have stripped the colossue of much of the mystery
which constituted its charm, the Sphinx still remains, the oldest
montument. in the world~—colossal, fascinating—looking down un-
moved at the wavelets of time breaking at its base. *Comely the
ereature is, but the comeliness is not of this world ; the once-wor-
shipped beast i3 a deformity and a monster to this generation. Yet
you can see see that those lips, so thick and heavy, were fashioned
necording to sone ancient mould of beauty—wome mould of beauty
now forgotten—I{orgotten because that Greece drew forth Cytherea
from the flasking foam of the Aegean,and in ber :mage created new
forme of beauty and made it o law among men that the short and
proudly-wreathed lips should stand for the sign and main condition
of laveliness throngh all generations to come. Yet there still lives
on the race of those whoe were beautifol in the fashion of the elder
world ; and Christian children of Contie blood will look on you
with the sad. serions garze, and Liss your charitable hand with the
big, pouting lips of the very Sphiox’ (Kinelake), The year 2000
before Christ i set doan as the date of the carving of the ¥phinx,

Medimval crites write thar vhe Sphimy e a model of human
BYmMmEEry. wearing al e v pre~-ui of the sotteet branty and the most
winning grace,  Hut thouph owier to the murch ot the Vaundal in
the apes thar have passed, there 12 Latle eonerets beauty in the
colossal fertures, There 14 an the hadd position, the solitary gran.
deur, the sol avn sironnd ny-, the myaterious traditions and the
immemoriil antigniy an vuerpowering tascinoation and eharm in the

Sphinx. Yesterday, to-day, the same fur eve-, may be written of
the immortal ®*phinx

The body ot the Sphinx is 150ft long, the paws 50ft, the well-
proportioned head Joft high and 14ft broad. It will give, some
notion of ita immensc size, though it does not lock so in the vast,
sandy space, when 1 say that if a man stands on the top of one ear,
he cannot reach the top of the Sphinx's head, Under tne clear blue
sky, on the lonely, =andy waate, Hecked only by rusty camels, and
Bedouin colors and our party of three, we stood lost 1o awe and
wonder, gazing at this carved block of stone, that has resisted the
shock of ages and stands silent and solid while empires rise hke
mushreoms and erumble to dust. A souvenir of our visit to the
pyramids is a photograph of our party, mounted on camels, with
dragoman and lLedouin gnides in the foregrownd, and for back-
ground the pyramids, the immortal Sphinx, the Libyan desert.
The picture 1~ a satisfactory presentment of the traveilers and will
Jong serve as remuinder of a deliphtful visit to the most interesting
and fascinating monuments on this earth of ours.

An elderly man is regnired ns pgoardener for the Convent,
Nelson.—*,

Wanted, about 50 clerks to help read testimonials r¢ Tussicura.
fole manufacturer, 8. J, Evaos, 28 6d.—.*,

The McCormick Harvesting Machine Company built and eold
213,629 machines in the season of 1894,  This is the greatest sals of
harvesting machines ever made by one company.— %,

The Railway department notifies that several alterations in
and additivns to the ordinary train service will ba made in connec-
tion with the [tunedin anfumn races to be held ut Wingatui on
February 27. and March 1 and 2, Yall particulars will be foand in
our advertising columns,—. ",

Did yon ever read Ifelen's Babirs, and do you remember the
delightful enthusiasm of Little Toddy when he got at the interual
workings of romebody’s wateh and wanted to see * the wheels go
round’7 And aces tL occur to you that wheels gccupy o pretty im-
portant part in crcles 7 We bave realieed this fact, and as an evi-
dence of the atten ion given the subject, want you to examine the
latest Sterling chain. chainless. and free wheele, Built like a
waich, New sbipment just larded, Morrow, UBassett, and
Co.—,*,
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ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING.

THE annual meeting of the New Zealand District Board of the
Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Seciety was opened in 8t.
Joseph's Hall, Dunedin, on Wednesday mornivg, February 20, All
parts of the Colony were well represented. Bro, D. Fiynn, Distriot
Predident apened the proceedings with prayer. after which he wel-
comed the delepates, and expressed his pleasure at meeting them
once more. He troeted that the greatast eood would result to their
excellent Bociety from their labors, and begged them to give close
attention 1o the items on the order paper, and, coneidering the
amount of businees to be transacted, he asked them to be ae brief as
possible in their remarks.

The following telegraphic message was received from the Right
Rev. Dr. Lenihnn, Bishop of Auckland :—* Please convey to brethren
Hibernian mesting my hearty good wishes,’

The president was directed to wire a reply thanking his Lord-
ship for his kind message.

Bro. M. F. Dennehy was appointed assistant-secretary to the
meeting,

The fellowing is the list of delegates who were present :=Dis-
trict president, Bro, D. Flynn; D, V.P,, Bro. M. O'Sullivan ; DT,
Bro. M. J, Sheahan, J.P.; D.8., Bro. W, EKane; district trustees,
Bros, John Patterson, J.P., and P. J. Nerheny (president Auckland
branch} ; district auditors, Broe. O'Kane and J. B. R, 8tead, Dele-
gaten from the following branches were also present : —@reymouth,
Bro. W, Beehan ; Charleston, Bro. J. ("Shaughnessy ; Grahams-
town, Bro, C. Little; Dunedin, Bros. J. Marlow and J, O’Conper;
Onehunga, Bro. Edward Carroll ; Christchurch, Bros. G, J. Bellars,
PP, and F.J. Doolan ; New Plymouth, Bro. James Casey; Wai-
pawa, Bro John -Hally ; Leeaton, Bro, Jokn McCabe ; New Head-«
ford, Bro. D, McVeigh ; Timaru, Bros. M. F. Dennehy and P, Kane ;
Oamaru. Bro. P. 3. Duggan, S, ; Milton, Bro, P, Walsh ; Auckland,
Bro, P. J, Nerheny, I’ D.P, ; St. John the Bapiist (ladies’ branch),
Christchurch, 8ister Burke; Wellington, Bro. Stratford, P.P.; St,
Mary's, Wellington, Bro. Power; Santa Maria, Auckland (ladies’
branch}, Mra. Kane,

The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT,

The district officers’ report was submitted, and the secretary
explained that had the several branches forwarded their returns
the figures would show to still greater advantage,

The report was adopted,

The balance eheet was read by the secretary, and showed the
credit halance of the funeral fund to be £4450, being an increase of
£220 on the year's transactions, although the sum of £30 waa paid
away in funeral claime. The statement of the investments in con-
nection with this account showed the society to hold securities to
the extent of double the amount of its various loans, In this con-
nection the meeting parsed a vnanimous vote of thanks to the
district trustees for their lucid statiment of the investments, and
for the evident care b srowed upon them,

The distriet sccretary moved—* That with a view to the better
government of the female division, the hranches now in existence
may amalgamnte and be incorporated with the male branchea in
their respective localities, and female candidates may be admitted
to membership in any male branch 1n this distriet, provided they
are duly qualified according to law.’

The mction was seconded by Bro. Nerheny, and supported by
Bros. Beeban, Dennehy, Duggsan, Hally, and Carroll, and was
opposed by Bros. Sellare, 'Connor, Stratford, Marlow, Power,
Doolan, and Sister Burke. After a reply by the mover, the motion
was carried,

It was moved by the district secretary—* That in order to place
branches on a more satiafactory basis, the district executive shall,
and ik hereby empowered, to send a properly qualified district officer
to ree that branch booke, ete,, are properly kept, and, where neces-
sary, to arrsnge matters in connection therewith’’

Bro. Dennehy seconded the motion.

The motion was approved of by Bros, Sellars, Marlow, and
others, and was carried.

The following motion was slse moved by the district secretary
~* That n movable meeting be held every third year, commencing
with 1904, and be styled or known as “The Triennial Movable
Meeting " of the New Zealand District, No. 3, HAC.BS.

Bro. M. J, Bhesban, district treasurer, reconded the motion,
which was spoken to by nearly all the delegates and passed,

It wap moved by the district secretary-—* That in the event of
any branch being unable to send a delegate to s district board
meeting through distance or other satisfactory cauee, it shall have
the privilege of being represented by a duly qualified member of
the district, provided the district executive bad be