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obtain a place in an institution like the Athenwum. Toaemug
Pharisece who contendad that he had read without mental or moral
harm the novel complained of, ‘Catholic ® makes reply : ¢ This is
certainly a comfort, I hope it is not to be explained on the prin-
ciple that you cannot epoil a bad egg—not even by pointing at it
the finger of scorn,’ And agsin: ‘If “ Freedom™ has a habit of
sampling literary garbage it is not the Athensum, I should con-
oeive, that must act the part of s ecavenger for his convenience’
Here in another bit of practioal wisdom and enlightened common.
ponse from the hard-hitting letvers of {he writer referred to-
‘People defiefent in mental training or, what is more impertant,
mental ability, who go in for “ reading everything " invariably
become illustrations of a truthful adage, “Set a beggar on horee.
back and he will ride to perdition,” Liberty to do so no one will
deny them, but surely it is not public subscription that ia to provide
the horse,’
» » »

Meantime the local Athenmum Committee have acted a
straightforward and honorable part. They have withdrawn the
offending book from the Library shelves pending s mesting of the
Committee and have requested ' Catholic' ' to bring or send to the
Librarian a list of the books to which exception is taken, anda
meeting of the general committee will be at omce called for the
purpose of dealing with the complaint,’ *Catholic’ has raised &
queation of far more than looal interest, We shall watch with
interest the further course of the affair, and in the meantime shall

have something to say upon the matter in an early issue of the NZ.
TABLET,

RNotes.
_m+__”

An Australian exchange ssya: ‘ The New Woman will soon
rule in Maoriland. She has votes for parliamentary and municipal
o lections. She is entitled to sit in municipal conncils—and has sat
8he Las even been mayor—-very much—at Onebunga. Andin a
brief space we may expect 1o hear of women sitting in Parliament’
Our contemporary’s information is a bit antiguated. Every one in
New Zealand knows that there are a dozan or so of women witting
in our Parliament—old women, of course,

It iz woll for the Treasury of vari~us countries that thercis a
oonscience abroal with & ¢jumbok in it4 hand or a sikarp goal, and
—among other thungs—a confess oaal to apply the rawbide or the
keen point t» tho quarter where it i3 caleulated to do most good,
The Colonial Treasurer prob.bly realizes this: for, in lart week's
Gazefte, by his direction, the Receiver-gencral (Mr. J. B, Tleywood)
acknowledgel the receipt of £2 in bank notes froin an anonymous
perzon, with the te'lowing words - * Whoen covereth hia sina shall
not pro-per, but h: that coufieicth and forsakesh them shall have
mercy.’

‘A bookless house is a desert, says the New (enfury. 'But a
houee where books have not brea choden with care, is a fiell of
luzuriant and poisonons weeds, A list of the best one hundred
baoks, chosea from the Catholic poiuvt of view, ought io be made
by some profissors of books, as Ewmerson phraves it,  Ths spiritual
life must b fed by the sacraments and prayer, but there must be
food for the memory, the imagination, and the judgment, We do
pot want to encourapre a race of polemists, but there i9 great need
that the young shoull have their minds etored with reasons for
the faith they holl. A well-chosen book pever grows stale or cire-
some. Ii iy a perprtual and good friend.’

Thrre v searcely anything in the air ubove or on the earth or in
the waters bencath the earth but sowne corious statist with plenty of
time on hig hands has counted and classified and catalvguwed, An
Englich enthusiast of this kind has been probing the present century
with the following results - It will (he informs us) have teenty-
four leap years—the groatest nunber possible. February will have
five Sundays three timee—1920, 1948, and 1976, The earliext pos-
sille date on which Easter can cecur is March 12th, The last time
it oseurred on that dats was 1518, The latest date that Easter can
ocear i4 April 25th, Tt will oscar but onze in the twentieth century
on tht date—1943, Themiddie day of the century will be Jenuary

Ist, 1951, And the century will be warked by a grand total of 380
eclipres,

Htray donkeys and frolicsome ghosts should not be allowed to
be at large at unseasonable hours, No self-respecting ghost onght
to be secn abroad earlier than midnight, otherwise his presence is
likely tu fright m ncrvons people, Neither ghould he be found ai
any great distance from sowme grim castle or antigquated pile of
buildings, otherwise the unsentimental people of this prosaio sge

will oast doubts on his gennineness, and question his hona fides. A
‘ghost,! who did not keep proper kours, was haled before the
Wellington Btipendary Magistrate the other day, and severely ad-
monished, This wns much better than to have received the contents
of some pea riffes, with which a few irate individuals, whore fxiends
had been rcared, awaited his coming.

Belginm is, par caxcelleree, the Catholic country of Eurcpe,
By all the theories that have found favor in some non-Catholic
pulpits snd vewspapers in this Colony Belginm ought, therefore, to
be a melancholy exampls of ignorance, unprogressiveness, all-roand
villainy, and general chuckle-headedness to the rvest of Emrope.
But, alack for the theorists! it is the most thickly populated, the
most conteated, the most progressive, and probably the best edun-
cated country on or off the Continent, The Paris Exposition
awarded to the Belgian teaching method in primary schools the
firat and highest award, And now comes the administrative com-
mission of the Pedagogical Musenm of Switzerland, and says: ‘On
the occasion of the Universsl Expoeition we intend to complete onr
educational collections by adding to them what in Paris appeared
to bear the seal of progress, On thiy point the exhibit made by the
Kingdom of Belgium was censidered by us aa being withont rival ;
everything is worth moticiog in the different sections in which the
Belgian Stats has admirably eynthetised what it does to realise ite
noble motto, ¥ The School for Life)'’ We may add that Spain,
with less than half the population of the United Kingdom, has,
according to Mulhall's Dictionary of Statistics (ed. 1900, p. 232)
abeolutely more students in ite universities than England and
Wales, Scotland, and Ireland combined, Mulhsll adde: ‘The
number of university students compared with population ia much
greater in Spain and Belgium than in other European countries.’

MARIST BROTHERS' FUND.
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Tug Rev. Father O'Shea, Wellinetor, bon, sec, Marist Brothers'
Inderanity Fund. infor:mns us that the total amount recsived to date
for the above (und is £334, this being about half of the expenses
incurred iu defeuding the Brothers,

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.
-

Mr. J B. (allan. jun., has passed the first section of the B.A,
and first section of the LL.B. degrees.

We understand that the amount received at the laying of the
foundution stove of the Couvent of Mercy, South Danedin, and the
subreriptions since conie to hand, bring the totd up to £500,

On Sundr y next Rev. Tather Ceffey will be in Mossburn, after
which be will <i~it Dipton and Winton, and will tnke up subecrip-
tioms threnzhout the mis-ion in abl of the i Viscent de Paul
Urpbanage, Svuth Danedin,

In the list of sucees-ful eandihtes at tha recent Junior Civil
Service exuminafion will be fornd the names of the following
pupila of the Christizn lrethers' Schoal, Lunedin :—John F,
’Leary, Otakia ; John ¥¢ man. Mil'on. J, A, Knox, Dunedin ; J,
J. Delargey, Wakaio.

We are plea~cd to hear that Tir. Hall ron of Mr, W.J. Hall,
regi-trar of births, deaths, and muerages ot Dunedin, bas been ap-
pointed seniur hou-e surgesn at the Dunedin Hospital, in piace of
Pr. 0 Natl who went with the wxth contingent to touth Afriea,
Dr, Ha ] had been for some time aciing as as~stant house surgeon
at the Chri-tchnreh Hospital.

The retreat for wowmen. conducted by the Very Rev. Father
Boyle, .M., Sydney, wis bronght to a ¢lere in 8t, Josepl's Catha-
drul oa Sunday afternoon. when there was Exposition of the
Bles-ed Racrament and renewal of Baptirmal vows, The attend-
ance st the various exeie 82+ duzing the week was very good, and
the nnprecedently large number of perrons who appreached the
Holy Table at the early Musses on funday was not ouly moet edify-
ing, buat gave smple evidence that the 1 bors of the Very Rev,
Father Boyle daring the previvus week had borne good fruit. On
Sprday evening a retreat for men was op ned, and wiil be brought
to a clore at Veo-pors on Sunday.

THE HIBERNIAN SOCIETY.
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OPENING A XEW BRANCII AT WAIMATE,

(By one of the Delegates.)

OKE more branch bas been added to the meny already existing of
that excellent organisation, the Hibernian SBocicty, this time at
Waimate. The credit of the starting of the new branch is due to
Rev. Fothers Roynaultand O'Connell, 1t wasat the former'e request
that the district officers, on thbeir woy northwards after attending
ths Dnnedin confererce. visited Waimats, They were met on
arrival by the zealous pasx‘or, who heartily welcomed them, The
execative officers comprised the 10T, Bro. M, O'8ulliven ; P.D.P,,
Bro. Flynn; D.S, Bro, W, Kave; and DT, Bro, M J. Sheahan,
who were accempanied by IPD.P, Bros, Scllars (Chrirtohtreh),
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