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NOTICE.

Correspondents are particularly vequested to bear in mind
that to tnsure publication in any pavi'cular issue of the paper
communirations must veach this Office not later than Tuesday
mornsng.

Covresponderts forwarding cbitua v and marriage nitices
are particularly requested to be as concise as possible,

All communications convecied with the ltevary depurt-
ment, veports, correspondence, new fufur caitlings, choy slcull
be addressed to the Fdiioy.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Complaints re irregular Delivery of Paper should be
made without delay to the Manager.

All Communications with the Commercial Department
of the ‘N.Z, Tablet' Newspaper are to be addressed to
John Murray, Secretary, to whom all Post Office Orders
and Cheques are in all instances to be made payable,

Annual Subseription, 25s. booked ; 22s. 6d. if paid 1n
advance; shorter periods at proportional rates.

NOTE.—Qur limit of Credit is Six Months.

* To promole the cause of Reliyion and Justice by the ways
of Truth and Peuce.
LEo XIIL to tbe N Z. TAGLET.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2z, 1901,
TilE . A C DB S,
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HE Wise niun wrote @ .\ brother that iy helped
by hiz brother is lihe a strong city*; and
again @ 1t is bettor that two should be toguether
than otie ; for they have the advantage of their
3 ~octety,  If the one fall ke shatl he supported
by the other. Wor to him that is alone, for
when he fatleth, he hath vone to Lft him up)
We are reminded of these words by the annual
movable meeting of the Ilibernian-Austrulagian Catholic
Benefit Hocicty of the New Zealand District, wheeh was hebd
in Dunedin at the close of last wedk. This excelleut or-
ganisution presents in concrete form the idea of the fuspired
royal writer. It is an association of brothers to stand by
one another and 1o lift wp one another 1w the day of need
and suffering and sorrow. It offers ab lewst s hivh mone-
tary benefits as the least objectionible non-Catholic associa-
tions of & similar nature. [t presents, morveover, the vital
advantage of social intercourse hetween Catholics and
Catholics in a Catholic atmosphiere. It provides warm
Catholic symputhy by the budsice of the sich and the open
grave of the dend, and its sweet charity roes ous to the de-
ceased brothier or smster beyond the portads of deth. It s
the only representative i our midst of thoss ideul benelit
and soelal organisations, the old Catholwe onikds of the
middle age, which Jid so much ro emancipate and digmify
honest toul, and to niake the Euzlund of pre-Neformation
days the paradise of the worker of cvery degree.
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The Hibernian Society s eruphatically the as ociatioi for
o pioncer land.  Fhere is in it potentiul e zy for good,
the splendid possibilities of which, however, lave never yu
been fully evolved. o this Colony—for whowe needs it is
o eminenbly suited—it is practicaily everywhere working at
low pressure.  The muchineis right.  What it wants is morc
steam—more mative enetey in the shape of active mombers,
According to Mr. ConnLaN'sy estimate, there were in New
Zealand at the close of 1899 105,150 Catholies.  And yet
the nuwmerical strength of the llibernian Rociety is well
under 2000 members. A few Inunches are suffering from
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Ever description of Monuments Stook,

UNDERTAKERS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS, SpEy aND DEE STREETH
INVEROARGILL,
Weo supply and erect all kinds of grave fanaes.

marasmus.  In great tracts of heavily populated country in
every province of New Zealand—dotted hiere aud there with
congiderable towns—the cmerald sash is scen almost as
rarely as the Oross of the Legion of Henor.  And over those
wide ureas our workers are in a manner forced into benefit
oreanisations whose rules, rituals, and associztions are un-
favourable to the growth and cultivation of Catholic senti-
ment.  In twenty centres there are altogether twenty-three
branches of the ILAC. 8. —usnally consisting of small
buv devobod gisiips of careest mon and women strnoeling on
in compurative neglect and obscurity-—frost-bitten, so to
speak, by the icy spathy ot the very people for whose
physical and moral benefit the SBoclety was founded.
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What is the cause of this lack of appreciation of a great
and good work ¢ at is going on yuiedly and unostentatiously
in our midst 7 Tt seema to us chat the lion's share of the
blame must fall upon the apathy of that portion of the
Catholie public to whick the 1LACB.8. is entitled to look
for its chief support.  Some of our poople live on in happy-
go-lucky indifference towards the whole system of providing
for a rainy day through the medinm of any benefit society
whatsoever. Others torn np the tips of their lordly noses,
or nourish small-minded grndges, against this or that
trifting and nen-cssential detail of the Society’s working-—
such ns, for 1. stunee, the personnel of a particular Branch.
Others are led, beguiled, or—-in placeg where there is no
Brauch of the H.ACLB S.—to some extent compelled by the
pressiire of cirenmstances into membership of non-Catholic
benefit associationd.  Some of these socicties are as haldl
sccular e the  State-school system.  Others—Ilike the

techabites—are o sort of annex to some Drotestant
denomination, Some—Ilike the Oddfellows—are semi-secret
organisations, and make use of signs, grips, pass-words, and
wieh of the puerile and ridiculons * flunmery® of societies
that are in very carnest scoret and forbidden by the law of
God. 1t requires vo violent stretch of faney to perceive
Low such associations might become, for individaal Catholics
Tiere and there, vestibules to the Freemasons’ lodge, Most
of these non-Catholic henefit societies have rituals of intro-
dnetion or for funeral use which are altogether out of
harmony with Catlielic usage and feeling, In the United
States the Oddfellows are,and have long been, underthe ban of
the Clnrell. For Catholics in any conntry it is not lawfnl
to e officials of socictics having non-Catholic prayer ritnals,
or using recret signg, grips, puss-words, ete.  Neither i it
permissible to attend their ncetinus,  Membership of the
assorintions referred to. evin when tolerated ander certuim
conditivn< I contrary to the spitgg of the Churceh's legisla-
tion in point.  Spch associutions, morcover, gerve only to
eahance the dangrers that are insepurable from a country in
whicl the sovial atmosphere is decidedly noun-Cutholic, even
when it i~ not ansi-Catholic or non-religions or irreligious.
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We stand in erying necd of two things : (1) the forma-
tioir of o peblie conscience among Catholivs regarding this
matter ol henelit societies « and (2) preater facilities and
sreater envonragement for Catholies to become members of
thut benetit vreanisation which has the first and most urgent
claint upon theiv sapport. The formation of a Catholic
consgienee i point is a matter in which the hierarchy and
the parechial elergy can give the most direct and powerful
help.  In their joint Pastoral Lelter—which was published
jnst two years ago this week-—the Archibishops and Bishops
of New Zealand strongly urged the clergy and laity to make
the young people under their care “members of a good
Cathwlic Benefit Society or other approved and pious
associntions.” By this means (8aid they) * you promote their
temporal welfare while safegunarding and increasing their
picty and religion,”  And we have no donbt that the clergy
everyw here thronghont the Colony are prepared to do what
in them lies to foster the 1LAUB.R, and to extend its
wood influence by every 1easonuble means at their disposal,
1y will. however. Lo of dittie aval to form a Cutholic
conseitnes i this watter of lenclit societics unless the
Cathohe public are provided with reasonable facilities for
giving 1o theiv adhesion to the LAC.B S, And this can
he effested orly when the clerey, parents, und members of
the Socicty join in *a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull
all together ” in cordial co-operation thronghout the length
and breadth of the Colony.

Funerals conducted to or from any part of Southlana,
Inscriptions neatly cut, Telephone, 286,



