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original plans were submitted by Mr Mahoney, and with others
wers discussed and well considered. Eventnally Mr Mahoney was
directed to prepare new plans, which will be pubmitted to a meet-
ing of the sub-committee later on.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH,

(From our own correspondent.)
Tannary 21

Preparations are already in progress for the reception of hia
Eminence Cardinal Moran and accompanying prelases on Lhuic
arrival in Christchurch,

Bt. Aloysius’s fall, in Barbadoes strect, is to be fitted up as a
temporary girls' parish school pending the present Pro-Cathedral
being available for the purpose,

At Veapers, in the Pro-Cathedral on Sunday, the Rev, Father
Mclnerney, 5.1., of Sydney, preached a very fine discourse to n large
congregation. Father McInerney has just concluded a retreat for
the Marist Brothers at Wellington, and leaves shortly for Melbourne
to preach a mission.

Dr. Frengley, who as ruedical officer to the Corporation made a
thoroughly systematic inspection of the city during the late plagne
reare, left Inat week on a six monthe' visit to England. Prior to his
departure Dy, Frengley was permanently appointed health officer
for the city, a position, owing to the knowledge of sANitary matters
acquired by him in Dublin, he is well qualified to 811,

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN,

.

All the schools conducted by the Dominican Nuns thronghout
the diccese will re-open on Monday, February 4,

Rev. Father James O'Reilly, who was ordained last June for
the diocese of Dunedin, arrived in this city on last Saturday from
Sydney.

The annual retreat of the priests of the diocsse of Dunedin
opened in Holy Cross College, Mosgiel, on last Tuesday evening. It
is being conducted by the Very Rev, Father Boyle, ¢ M., and closes
on Saturday morning,

The anniversary of the coming of the Sisters of Mercy to South
Danedin (Fanuary 17) was the occasion of the important ceremony
of reception of four young ladies into the Order. His Lordship
Bighop Verdon perforined the ceremony, and was assisted by Rev,
Father Keogh. 87 and Rev. Fasher Coffey. The following nre the
named of the young ludies who were roceived —Miag Courtenay,
Westport (10 religion Sister Mary Burgia) © Mics O Brica. Mosnel (1o
religron Sester Aratho)y, Mise Duly, Milleaarch (in retigion Sister
Fraoei=}, Miss U Netli, Mo-wiel {n religum Siater trerard),

A et of the Gengral Committ e appinted o arcinee
detaild e coanneer g wirh the holding of preaies for the Citholie
sohool ehildr noan b thee frieads was held 1 So Josepas 14l on
Thurslay cvenung last The Rev, Father Murphy pre-uied. A
report Irom the sub-committe: appointed showed that several in-
portant wnatsers had buen sueressfully astonded to. It was aecided
ts hold the pienic at Qutram on February 11—a date, by the way,
of interest to the Gatholies of Danwdin as the anniversary of the
opemny of St Josweph's Cathedral—and a spesial commicte wiil
attend to the asccuring of a grouwl snd the arrsaging of other
malters,

The bazaar in wd of Nt. Joseph's Church, 1eeT3LO W,
to which briet referencs was made in our lasr 1s-ue. was suceessful
beyoad the most sanguine anticipatipns. [t was held in the logal
Garrison Hall continued foue niwhts, and was visitel hy a great
namber of people. Hach night (uays ths Jlalabp Ml of las
Friday) the hall was well atteaded, and the many willing workers
ab the biziar suceceded very well in getting off thewr pooda and
raflles.  The bazaar was opened by his Worship the Mayor, Mr. F.
Bt. Omer.  There were two stallyin the centre of the hall, ncely
draped with patriotic ribbons, ete, and containing a choico coltecs
tion of wsefni and valuable articles, not o few pansls and other
paintings being noticeable, principally from the brushes of Misges
F. M Bride auld M. Gulpeon. XNo. 1 8tall was under the eontrol of
Mra, Bluck and Mra. Gulreom, whilet Mra, F. M- Bride, the ladies'
preadent, and Miss M'Chesary cupetvised No.o 2. They wers
assistod by Miss and Mass M, Iobevicon.  Mes, O'Meara and Miog
Robertson nad ¢narge of the refrevhaent siall, Mivs M Mullan the
gipey'a tent, while Mr. C. {1 Roberison {in a sailor costane) mani-
pulated the dip,  Musical 1tews were contributed st intervals
during the e¢vening whicl, it 18 nealdless to ~ay, were vary accept-
able, The takivgs at the bazaar awounted to sowmsthing like £170,
leavinyg a bulance of abont £200 to be liguidated yet in counestion
with the new church, Unstinted praise 1s due to ths many
workers of the Clurch for their untiring efforty to free the new
editice of debt, The Queenstown brass band kindly Ient thewr
assi-tanes by playing round the town znd in front of the hall door
on the first night.

SERIOUS ILLNE3SS OF TIIE QUELN.

Ir is needless to sy that considerable nneasiness was felt when a
Court circular announced on Saturday that her Majesty the Queen
bad not been for sowe days in her usnal hoalth, and that her phyai-
cians thought it advisable that she should be kept perfectly quiet
and should abstain frem transacting any husiness. Her Majesty's
health had sbown siyns of failure since the death of her won, the
Duke of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. and her grandson, Prince Victor of
Teck, On Monday of last week the Quuen gave an audiencs to
Lord Roberts,

It waa reported at Portsmonth that the Dnke of York's Aus-
tralian visit has been abandoned, but there iy no official confirmation
of the report.

A private cable received in Sydney on Sunday stated that her
Majesty was hopelesaly iil,

A message received on Monday atated that the Queen has been
for some time suffering from nervous excitability, accompanied by
occasional attacks of faintness, A very serious failure of power
occurred on Thursday last.

The most profound sympathy is manifested throughout Europe
ard Amerien

It was reported that her Majesty was wa crtremic on Sunday
night, snd new= reorived hare on Tuesday morning stated that ehe
was sinking fast,

Her Majesty's illness was the cause of profound sorrow in every
capital in Europe. His Holinees the Pope evinced the greatest
sorraw when he heard the news, and prayed earnestly for the Queen'a
recovery.

THE CIIURCH AND LIBERTY.
e ey

Proressor SHAHAN, of the Catholie University, Washington, con-
tributes to a recent issue of the Caftolic {Inirersity Rulletin an
article on ' A Century of Catholiciam.” It is a review of the condi-
tion of the Catholic Church throughout the world daring the
century which has come to a close, The story which the
writer has to tell is (says the Catholir Times) on the whole a most
encouraging record of progress, Naturally there are various
degrees in this progress ; but the gencral lesson to be deduced from
the Catholic atruggles of the century seems to be that wherever the
Catholics have been most strongly in favor of therighte and freedom
of the people the Catholic cause hag advanced in the most decisive
manner. In France, after the storm and stress of the Revolation
and the unrest of the Napoleonic expeditions, the lay journalist and
the lay apostle appeared as providential helpers, The Catholic Presa
dates from de Lamenpais, who, in his first fervor and whilst still in
harmony with the Catholic anthorities, tanght men how to main-
tain their rights under the law, Lacordaire, Montalembers, and
many others caught the inaspiration, and the strength of the Catho-
lics of France as a demoeratic force steadily grow. rom Danisl
0'Connell they laarned how to azitate effectively. Liberty of teach-
ing was secrred through the Falloux Law of 1830, and was extended
by the creation in 1873 of pro-universitice, To-day the apirit of
gocial justice has no pobler representatives than France offers,
whilat to the propagation of the faith abrowl French Catholics are
the prineipil contributora.  Moeat of the 12040 Catholie foreign
misaioaari 4 ate Frenchinen, and Franes has cupplied a still larger
shrare of the many lay Brovhers and the Hoow Catholic Sieters of
the miwn. Iy Germiny hkewise great laymen such as Gieres,
Winlthorat, Mhllinkrodt. and the Reichensperrers arose, and the
resnrrection nud present dominant position of the Catholies in the
Fatherland is larrely due to their zeal for the popular welfare.
Thanks ta their etforts, societies and assoviations of every kind have
rprang up as« if by magic. The Centre party bas shown what ean
be aceumplishad by the intell'vent and consistent use of constitu-
tional liberties, A new breath of life har been Lreathed into the
German Catholic bolg, which numbers about I9,0u0.000 out of a
total papulation al 52,000,000,

The ¢xten-ion of Catholic work in the Enelish-speaking world
i4, Professor Shahan eonsiders, the chief phenomenon of the external
Iife of the Church 1n the nineteenth century, Ia 1800 there wera
four bishops or vieare-upostolic in Enagland anl two in Scotland.
and in both lunds there were about 120000 lay Catholics, At pre-
rent there are in Lacland and Sectland 2@ bishops, 3001 priests, and
2000000 lay  Catholies, Within  the Britsh  BEmpire the
Catholic  bishops number close on 2005 that is  to way,
they constitute nearly ons-<ixth of the Western Latin Episco-

pate, IE  the hisheps of the United States — over Y0 —
be included, one-quarter of the Latin Hierarchy exists in
English-speaking  countries.  Altozether there are 14000000

Catholics in the Beitish Bwpire and about as many in the United
States : so that the Catholics in the English-speaking world namber
somie 25000 00 sounla, In 1827 the Citholea in Cape Colony
counted not more than 50, The Uitholics in South Africa are now
no less than 125900 and four Bishops look after their spiritual
interests. Much of the progress of ihe Faith in Laglish-speaking
landa is, of coure, due to emigration from Ireland. In 735 years—
from 1829 ta 1395—Ireland sent tv the United States 3,723,836 men,
wowen,and children, or about cne-fourth of the whole finmigration,
In the year 1843, out of a Furopean immigration of 465,532 ay
many as 14,233 immigrants betwern 15 and 45 years of age were
from Ireland. During 10 yearsa the GGreen [sle has given to the
great Republic of the Wast about orve-ninth of her own brain and
sinew, and the Irish Catholies have carried with them the demo-
cratic as well a3 the Catholic spirit

Through the closer come-nunication between nations in our
time there is going on, in Profe.sor Shahan's opinion, a process of
evolution so far as men's ileas of government are concerned. VWhat
is new, and good, and popular in one land ie soon passed on to
another., On all eides may be poticed a heightening of mental
activity, » sharpening of the popular powers of ohservation, and a
readinesa to transfer into daily life the improvementa of a religious
character which each people seea amonpgst ity neighbors. Side by
side with this there is. Professor Shaban believes, a tendency
towards transition from monarchical forms of government to those
forms that are based on the principles of democracy, The remark-
able development of the siiemces of nature, man, snd society ; the
inventions and discoveries which have so greatly modified the
extgencies of time and spave ; the disappearance all over Europe of
old economico-political conditions; and the creation of enormouna
working democracies in the New World as examples of what may
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