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evidence to strengthen his denial as regards one of the dates alleged,
whervas Mra, Coningham's entire etory was virtually uncorrobo-
rated. Fauling any correction of dates, or any attempt to shaks the
co-respondent’s witnessew, it had to be admitted that an alibi was
made out by Dr O Ifaran as regards June 20, Whether that snceess
should have wrecked the respondent's credibility aliogether was a
point 6n which the jury seemed in doubt. Various mioor points
were open 1o the jury to draw adverse conclusions from if they
chose, but an impuartial study of the evidence muat have convinced
most persons that it wae outof the queation to return a verdict mean-
g 1ENominy and 1rrelrievabie ruil w whe co-tespuideul upou the
cese presented.
THE * AGE,

The other great Melbourne daily, the .47, saye in its issue of
December 17: ¢, Looking at the two principal actora in the
case, it must be said that there is more in the charscter of the
accused twan than of the accusing woman to justify the theory that
truth i to be found on his side, The " divinity that doth hedge a
king " i not a thing to be reckoned upon by a democracy, and the
celibate vows of & priest are not a gunarantee against temptation.
But the office does carry respect with it, and the man in this instanoce
had apparently lived a life worthy of the office, At any rate, no
taint or charge could be brought against him, and in a matter
of oath against oath that fact muat be set down in hia favor, On
the other hand, Mre. Coningham waa less {avorably eituated.
Nvither her past life nor her demeanor in the witness-box was quite
that of one whose word would at cnce be taken sgainst that of
hostile witnesses. Something has been eaid about the unfairness
uf dragyring out the respondent’s past ; but it is impossible to stick
very closely to sentiment when the reputations of two people are
vitally at stake, As far ns can be gathered from the reports of the
evideuce, Mrs, Coningham wae excesgively glib, precise, and accurata
in points of detm], [t was rather too much like a rehearsed per-
formance. It suggested that she had been over the grouad
hefore. Speaking the truth she may have been, but if so
it was truth embellished by art—the kind of art that
appreciates o dramatic situation, and, in favorable ciroumstances,
produces a Sayn of the ('ross or a Robert Elsmere. . . .
It appeared that Dr. {VHaran establiched what was virtually a
complete alibL with regard to his suggested wrongdoing on 29th
June. Seven or eight independent witnesses swore positively that
Dr. O'Haran was not where Mrs, Coningham said he was on that
particular night 'The fact that condonation took place between
the husband and the self-accusing wife may be a circumstance on
which 1t i possible to lay too much stress, but there is no gnestion
as to the dircction in which it peints, It may not be altogether
convincing cvidence of collusion between husbsnd and wife, bat
it ia at leart commstent with that view, As far as the presiding
judre was concerned. he seema to have tuken up an attitude that,
while it may not have affected the iesue, was at least peculiar in
regard to one or two matters. What sane man, for instance, would
imagine that the most elaborate theorizing over the law of absoiu-
tinn gould determine the guestion of a priest’s moral rectitude or
depravity ! A mun who would betray his Chiurch and degrade his
Order would not be troubled much by wire-drawn theories of abso-
luticn, [Er adopting an ageres-ive tons towards Cardinal Moran,
the jndge did somehing that was unnevesrary and rather unbecoms-
ing. In reterning {0 o recent controversy, in which Archbishop
Redwood tigured on the Itoman Cathohe side, the judge was practi-
cally invilingr a renewal of a wtrife that bad died out. . . . As
regards the individuals implicated, it can only be said that the
verdict of the jury will not alienate from Dr, O'Haran the faith of
those who belicved in hun from the outset, and for the rest it must
be a matter between his conscience and himself.

THE ‘ROUTH AUSTRALIAN REGISTER'

has the following editorial remarks in its issne of December 15 :
“This is a keenly critical world, While regarding celibacy of the
priesthocd as an adunrable contrivance for securing ecclesiastical
permanency, some peopls are only too ready to assume every charge
proved agninst a priest even before any evidence has been heard
which could justify such s conclusion. Dr,O’Haran is an Irish priest,
miniatering t¢ Irish Roman Catholics, & fact which id in itself the
sipmificance of the trial, for to no cther nation or section of the
Catholic Church i immoralhity more repulsive than to Irish Roman
Catholics, From the beginning respoudent's story waa
tainted, Where the defendant not only denies the charge,
but is able to refute it by alibi after alidi on the testimony of
numeroud respecthle witnesses, that Church would be lacking in the
cousiderstion which even a pagan might claim if she did not be-
friend him in the hour of trouble and trial, Noris the Catholic
Church alone in such a cage, Protestants will not forget the senea-
tional case of the liev, Henry Ward Beecher, whose innocence was
only proved years after his death, The Catholiv Church's dootrine
of absolution, so much dircussed 1n the Sydney Court, does not
matetially differ from that of orthodox Protestants, unless objection
be taken to the employment of & human agent to proncunce absclu-
tion, an objection which also applies to influential interpreters of
the Anglican preyerbook, A powerful passage from Cardinal
Newman's writings shows that the highest Catholic authorities
make no terins whatever with immorality. “ Fhe Church holds
that it were better for sun and moon to drop from heaven, for the
earth to fail, avd for ali the many millions who are apon it to die
of starvation in extrems agony,ro far as temporal affliction goes,
than that ooo soul, I will not eay should not be lost, but should
comiuit one ringle venial sin, ghould tell one wilful natruth, though
it harmed none, ar stote one poor farthing.,” . . To set aside
the alilz¢ proved on behalf of De, O'Haran one must assume the
existence of a wideepread conspiracy to commit perjury in spite of
teaching of thia dectzive character,
THE MELBOUKNE ‘ LEADER’

of Decomber 22 says : *Dr, O'Haran's defence was one of absolute
denial, and so by implication he accused those who brought the

charge of lying and collusion. There was, indeed, another ex«
plapation. Cases are not unkcown in medical science where
women under the influence of a diseared imagination, exerciee &
dangerous inventiveness, and make charges of this kind which
have no foundation, In the present instance this suggestion was
not raised, and Dr. O'Haran's countel did not hesitate to ascribe the
action a8 one of conepiracy and blackmail. , . . There was no
supporting evidence brought against Dr, O'Haran, Oz his side
there was an array of witnesses, who supplied a convineing alids
concerning one of the most important dates. A common-
seuno inlerohoe might be Jrawn that ths puople who swore Dr.
O'Haran was at Wimbledon at a birthday feast on the day and hour
wirichi Mrs, Conjvgbain bad selocted Lor wn evest of a very difforent
kind at Sydney, 8t. Mary's Cathedral, was that her story conld not
be true. . . A ourious feature of the proceedings was the
wonderful interpreiation put by petitioner on the theological
doctrine of absolution, He seemed to be under the impression that
Roman Catholics enjoyed an absolute freedom in lying. It shonld
be hardly necessary to say tbat this preposterous doctrine is not
beld by the Roman Catholic Church or by any other community of
reasonable beinga, Absolution claims no more than that true
penitence may wipe away the sin as between the sinner and God.
, . The petitioner was apparently prompted by some fanatical
opponents of Roman Catholicism,’

THE MEELBOURNE ‘QUTPOST'

of the same date (December 22) says :—* There is nothing inordi-
niately secret or mysterious about the Roman Catholic Church. Ite
doings and institutions are open to inepection, irrespective of the
faith of inquisitors, and it is held in high respect by all intelligent
membere of other churches or of no church at all. To those who
hold the Roman Catholic Church in high esteem, the circomatanoe
that Cardinal Moran expressed his unshaken faith in Dr. O’Haran
was sufficient evidence of the Doetor's innocenes. To such persons
it would be inconceivable that a Prince of the Church could exert
himself to cloak a gross offender againet the Church's most rigid laws.
From the point of view of policy alone, such an authoritative atti.
tude towards a publicly accused priest would be Ioolish in the
highest degree, unlesa the Cardinal were convinced beyond all pos-
sible shadow of a doubt that the priest were absolutely innccent,’

THE ‘'BTANDARD '

(Ipswich, Queensland) pays: ‘Trial by jury is becoming a farce
in Sydney. Those who are behind the scenes know that there are
certain men who make a profession of squaring jurors, either to
return a verdict for their side or sit for a disagreement, so that
practically justice and law are of no aceount in the trial of impor-
tant cases. A much better way would be to have important oases
tried by a bench of say five judges, This would kill the occupation
of the jury-squarer, and lessen the danger ariging from such prac-
tice. Any prominent politician can be charged with a crime of
which he is innocent and, although he may not be found guilty,
the ruspicion can attach itself to him by fiscal believers on the side
causing a disagreement in face of the evidence adduced.

MELBOUENE ‘HERALD,

‘Sydney Snapshota’ in the evening paper, the Melbonrne
Herald, had the following regarding the exirnordinary attitude
adopted by Judge SBimpson, before whom the case was tried : —

* In some respects 1t is a pity that the Chief Justice conld nok
bave presided over the trial, and that counsel could not have been
provided for the petitioner, Mr. Justice Simpson apparently finds
it neceseary to do more for Comngham than seems to be fair or
reasonable, and Mr, ¥ Jack " Want has been heard to say that if it
were not for the grave character of the case he would have thrown
down his brief on thesecond day, His Honor has a habit of cutting
into cross-examination in a manner that would lrad to very strong
protest by membera of the Victorian bar, and every now snd them
he stopa the proceedings, while he gives a kind of interim summing-
up to the jury.'

BRISBANE ‘AGE’

of December 29 has the following editorial remarks on the trial :—

¢ If there is to be a new trial it should, in all justioe, come scon,
for the co-respondent is being practivally tried for his life. He
labors under the terrible disadvantage of having had those incendiary
religions questions, over which the world has wrangled for hundreds
of years, mixed up with the question of fact, which guestion wonld
have been regarded as a comparatively simple one had he happened
to be not a priest, but, say, a soft-goodeman named Smith, and had
the locus in guo been not a Cathedral but the office of & warehonse,
Should a secend trial take place, it is to be hoped that it will be con-
ducted before a judge who will steer clear of pagods-talk and
remember that the only deterrent to perjury is fear of stetutory
penalty, The ordinary man-and-woman trial is quite tough enough
without the interposition of the religions queation,’

THE ‘AUSTRAL LIGHT’

saye in its issne for January :—

*A feature of this extraordinary cmse is that the respondent
came into court, not to defend herself, but to prove her husband's
cage, The judge himself remarked that he had never scen a similar
inatance during his legal career, This woman, who had alleged
herself to e in love with Dr, O’Haran, and, at firat, to have been an
unwilling withess, threw herself into the prosecution with s real
calculated to provoke the most cynical reflections on the under.
ptanding existing between hersslf and her husband. It was this
circumstance, joined to the conflioting cathe of the parties, that led
the Age to draw the arganment from character in favor of Dr,
O'Haran. That anyone ehould have the hardthood to bring such &
oase on such evidence is remarkable—the nnoorroborated tals of a
woman of bed antecedents, That the case resulted in a disagree-
ment of the jury is even more remarkable, until we come to con-
sider the attitude of the judge, That Mr. Justice Bimpson's
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