
THE facts of the shameful blundering by the Lyne Ministry in
connectionwith the Commonwealth celebrations

—
to which we re-

ferred editorially inour last issue —
are told as follows by theSydney

Catholic Press of January 5 :—:
—

The absence of his Eminence the Cardinal from theprocession
onTuesday was one of its most conspicuous features. The reason
why was asked by everyone. He was not present either at the
Bwearing-in ceremonies, and although his Grace Archbishop Carr,
of Melbourne, and several bishops were in Sydney, not one
member of theCatholic hierarchy took part in the official celebra-
tions.

This wasall the more extraordinary,people said, as his Emin-
enoehad takena veryprominent part in the federal movement,and
themovementhad had the assistance of all the archbishops,bishops,
andpriests of Australia.

On Wednesday his Eminence explained the reason.'
Itis merely an illustration,' he said, 'of the weakness of the

Government. Iintimated to the Government from the commence-
ment that if they wished me to join in any of the proceedings I
shouldget the position to which Iwas entitled. Regarding that
position,there can be no doubt, as the Home Government officially
communicated to our Governor-General the order of precedence, in
which the Cardinal is allotted the placeof honor in precedence to
the Protestant Arnhbishop. This official list has been communi-
cated to thePremier, Sir William Lyne, and he read it over to me
himself.

'It wasunder such arrangements that Iaccepted the invita-
tions which were officially forwarded to me. Butlate on thenight
of Monday last the Premier sent for my private secretary, and
intimated that the committee of management had awarded pre-
cedence to the Protestant Archbitfbop. that he claimed such
precedence inall social functions, and that the Government did not
see their way to upset the committees arrant;enients. Under such
circumstances Iof course took no part in the procession,or at the
banquet,nor shall Itakepart in any othtr social function untilmy
due positionis recognised.'

1But,' we said, 'Sir William Lyne stated in thePress that the
order of precedence was fixed by the Governor-General himself.
We read that in the Telegraph.''The Governor-General expressly intimated to me that he hal
nothing whatever to do with thematter of the procession,and that
the whole responsibility for itdevolvedon the Government of New
South Wales,' repliedthe Cardinal.

In the course of further conversation the Cardinal said the
Catholic Bishops were not invited. Invitations were sent to
Wesleyan ministers in Perth, but the Catholic Bishop was not
invited. Three or four ministers in Hobart were invited,but the
venerable Archbishop got no invitation Itwas the same iv the
southern colonies.

A Cardinal gets precedence everywhere, including theEnglish
court. In Lord Jersey's time it wai decided in the case of two
dignitaries of the sameposition,prtcdence should be given accord-
ing to seniority. Such is the case in Canada and Ireland, where
Catholicsare in the majority.

We mayadd that his GraceDr. Carr, Archbi«hop of Melbourne,
refused to take any part in the proceedings on Tuesday because he
considered that an insult was offered to the Catholic body,and the
samecourse waspursuedby theBishop of Goulburn,Dr. Gallagher.

On Wednesday night the Cardinal dined with the Governor-
General,and onFridayhis Eminence and ArchbishopCarr and the
visitingBishops will present a federal address from the Hierarchy
of Australia to LordHopetounat GovernmentHouse.'

At the last moment,' said his Eminence to a representativeof
the Freeman's Jvuma?,' theGovernment refused to recognise the
precedencegiven me. Itwas onlyat nine o'clock on Monday night
the Government intimate1 to Dr. O'ilarau that the Protest*nt
Archbishopclaimed precedence, and that the Government did rot
seeits wayto interfere with the arrangement,as the committee had
approvedof it. IintimatedIcould not under these circumstances
takepart in theprocessionor the State banquet in theTown Hull.
The matterof precedence,' he added, 'had beenalready decided by

On last Thursday morning an unusual visitor made an early
morning call on Lyttelton Harbor

—
to wit, a large whale. Few

peoplenoticed it,and no attempt was made to interfere withit.
We understand that the Hon.Dr. Grace, M.L.C., together with

some members of his family, is about to take an extended tour
through Americaand Europe. We wish the distinguished medico
apleasanttrip anda safe return.

The Acting-Premier has reoeived a telegram froma prominent
resident atRotorua stating that there is general satisfaction in the
district at Mr.Donne's (thenewly-appointed tourist traffic manager)
report dealing with the grievances in connection with thenewregu-
lations at the sanatorium.

Warder Scanxon,who for the last 12 years has been con-
nected with the Wellington Gaol

—
a capable and popular officer

—
has been specially selected to take charge in the capacity of
Acting-Gaolerof the tree-planting operationsat Rotorua.

A correspondent, in writing to the Nexo Zealand Times on
the question of the remarkable anomalies in school teachers'salaries, states that there are at present over 80 certificated female
teachers teaching in the Wellington district, each controlling an
average of HO pupils, whoare only receiving £12 a year. Inone
case, the correspondent says, a girl was teaching for five years
before she received this sum.

The Greymouth Erening Star of January ,"> has the following
paragraph — 'The Rev. Father Ainsworth will leave for Europeon
Monday the 14 in instant. He will, during his sojourn, visit many
(if the capitals of Europe, and as a colonial will take the oppor-
tunity of beting as much of the oldworld as he possibly can. We
wish him a pietsant voyage and speedy return. As he is a careful
observer an account of his travels will be well worth listening to.'

Trooper Harris, of the Woodville district, has written a
letter to the Woodnlh' Examiner. In the course of ithe says :—:

—'
Every corps in South Africa that Ihaveseen, reckon that they are

the smartest and best fighters. So they are, if one could believe
what the Generals cay. After every fight the corps are formedup,
and the General pulls their leys tor about a quarter of an hour.'
This (says the X.7. Turn i) is one thing that has hitherto not been
very frequently referred to in the lettern writtenby our troopers.

A shaup frost was experienced over a considerable area in
Southland on Friday evening. On inquiry we (SouthlandDaily
A'rw*') learn thatpotatoes havesuffered severely,in some cases com-
pletely cut down. Itis feared the damage to crops is extensive, in
which c&fe the price of potatoes tlm year will be high. Wheat,
which was only just coming into flower, will also suffer materially.
In the districts most affected the ground was quite white in the
early morning, and, as the sun came out strongly, the worat results
happened.

The annual picnic in connection with the Sisters of Mercy
Orphanage. Nelson, took place at Wangamoa Flat on Tuesday of
labt week. Various frames and races were carried out under the
direction of Father G.Mahony, which were kept going almostthe
whole aay,and the unanimous verdict of the children was that
they could not have spent a happier day. Just before starting for
home they were drawn up in line by the Very Rev. Dean Mahoney,
and that gentleman called for three cheers, which were very
heartily given,for those who had hokindly contributed towards the
picnic, andalso for those who hadassented otherwise.

ProgressiveNew Zealand is evidently exciting some atten-
tion at the other side of the Pacific One of our contemporaries
says :Attracted by information regarding New Zealand supplied to
an Illinois paper by the Hon. W. T Jennings, M L.C., a largeparty
of Americans, numberingabout 100 families, are inquiring through
Mr.Jennings what inducement in the way of providing unworked
laud will be given by the Government to enable them to form a
special settlement in New Zealand. The matter has, says the
Wellington I'nst, beenbrought by Mr. Jennings under the notice of
the Acting-Premier (Hon. J. G. Ward).

The phenomenally heavy rain which fell in the Ashburton
district onThursday and Friday (sayd the Ires*)has done a lot of
damage to crops in variousparts of the district. Some of the wheat
and oats in the Ashburton Forks, Wakanui, and Willowby district?,
whichpromised veryheavy yields, havebeen laid qiiite flat, and, as
one farmer put it to our correspondenton Saturday, the crop has
the appearance of having been rolled with a heavy roller. The
rain which fell inAshburton on Thursday afternoon was by far the
heaviest experiencedfor years.
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Mr. Chamberlain,Secretary of Statefor theColonies. TheGovernor-
General received a formal list, and after the Chief Justice the
Cardinal takes precedence and the Protestant Archbishop comes
next. The blunder was the act of the committee, but the Govern-
ment hadapprovedof it.' We might point out, says the Freeman,
that at State functions at GovernmentHouse his Eminence is given
the place approved of by the Home Government, and at thelevee
given by theGovernor-General on Wednesday evening, at whichthe
Cardinal attended, Lord Hopetoun, who can afford to rise above
petty political intrigues and local jealousies,did not depart from the
procedure which has been clearly laid down by Mr.Joseph Cham-
berlain.

Sir Henry Parkes andMr. Wise ("says the Catholic Pres*) paid
high tributes to the labors of the Cardinal in the cause of federa-
tion;his labors, Mr. Wise said, are scarcely second in importance to
those of Sir Henry Parkes himself ;and he was fighting for the
national cause when Mr. Lyne was opposing it. Aninsult from a
man like the State Premier on such an occasion is thereforemost
untimely and unfortunate.

NEW ZEALAND : GENERAL.

them he was deeply indebted for advice and assistance onmany
oooasions, He was launching out in a new line withoutknowing
what wan before him, but he would go away fortified with the
knowledge tkathe went with the best wishes of his fellow practi-
tioners. He would alwaysendeavor todo his duty, both as a prac-
titioner and as a New Zealander. Mr. P. Miller, as chairman of
the Hospital Trustees, and Dr. Batchelor, also spoke in terms of
high eulogy of Dr.O'Neill. On behalf of the officers of the institu-
tionMr. Burns presentedDr. O'Neill with a handsome spirit-flask ;
andMr. Miller,on behalf of the matron and nurses, with a com-
bined pooket-book and oase-book. For both presentations the
dootor returned suitable thanks. Dr. De Lautour said during the
last twoyears whileit had b«*pn his privilege to visit tho institution
he had noticed the excellent work Dr. O'Neill had done,and aIBO
the very great tact whichhe had displayed in the discharge of his
duties. He was sure that the doctor would do as much credit to
his professioninSouth Africa as he haddone tohimself inDunedin.
The proceedings wereclosed by thehearty drinking of thehealthof
Dr.O'Neill,with musical honors. On Tuesdaymorning ahandsome
silver-mounted travelling case was presented to the popularyoung
dootor by Mr. Morkane,on behalf of the medical students, some 60
olwhom werepresent. They, as well as his relatives and a large
concourseof friends, werepresent atthe railwaystation to bid him
good-bye on his departure by the northern express on Tuesday
morning. Hearty cheers were given for Dr. O'Neill as the train
■teamedout of the station.

CARDINAL MORAN AND THE COMMON-
WEALTH CELEBRATIONS.
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