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*did not much affect our trade,but it rendered necessary
thedeposition of the East India Company and the assump-
tion of government by the Crown (1858), and thus even-tually served to put our relations to that vast aud rich
empire upon a much more satisfactory and profitable basis.'The three wars with China were undertaken for the pur-pose of forcing open amarket for western manufactures in
the Far East. The protection or expansion of trade was
the root motive of the bombardment of Acre; the chas-
tisement of the Algerinepirates ; theoccupation of Egypt ;
the campaigns in the Soudan ; the subjugation of theGhoorkas,Pindarees, Scindians,and, generally, of the push-ing back of frontiers or spheres of influence inIndia andtheFar East ;of the Kaffir, Ashantee, andZulu wars; and
of the countless other petty straggles that are almost con-tinually in progress in the back-blocks of the Empire.
British merchants were keen to benefit by the quarrels oftheir Continental neighbors, and after the American Civil
War promptly supplied the urgent demand for English pro-
ducts to replace the waste caused by that long and fiercely-
fought conflict. The more that comes to light regarding
theorigin of the South African struggle, the moreclear itbecomes that it was also a mere incident of a policy of
commercial wars which has never been lost sight of by
British statesmen since the days of Pitt. The European
Continental warsof the nineteenth century were undertakenchiefly for the sake of securing pet lines of frontier, or of
preserving the equilibrium of that ticklish thing which is
Known as the balance of power. But some of the Conti-
nental Great Powers

—
and especiallyGermany, France, andRussia— are now fairly launched upon the policy of petty

wars with barbarians for the purposeof extending evermore
the markets for their wares. The State conscience is fast
becoming amere cash register." " "

Without taking the cost of the present South African
struggle into account, Great Britain spends annually
16s l-|dof every pound sterling of her taxes on war pur-
poses

—̂
on army, navy, and interest on past wars. Long

before the outbreak of the trouble in South Africa she had
expended some £6,000,000,000 on or in connection with
war during the nineteenth century. Mulhall states that
the British wars from 1599 to 1856 involved the country
in the enormous expenditure of £1,359,000,000,000. The
ware of Europe and America from 1793 to 1877 are said by
the same high authority to have involved a loss of4,470,000 men and an expenditure of £3,047,000,000,000.
The veins and the purse of the workershave paid most of
this mighty butcher s bill. A fraction of this mountain of
gold would suffice, if rightly expended, to kill off grinding
poverty and to make the world as nearly a terrestrialparadiseas money could well make it. And yet the worker
huzzas the long knife called a sword that is sharpened to
slithis carotid artery,and applauds the ringed finger thatpicks his pocket in order to purchase the weaponand to feetheman who wields it.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.
Subscribers are entreated to forward the amounts due

by them at the earliest possiblemoment. The amounts
duebyindividual subscribersarenotconsiderable,but taken
together they amount toavery largesum. Themanycalls
that wehave tomeetmike it imperativeon us to greatly
reduce the amount of indebtedness of our subscribers.
Wetherefore askthose whoharereceived accounts towipe
off their indebtedness to us before the close of the dying
century. This will be asuitable mode of celebratingthe
parting of the nineteenth, and the beginning of the
twentieth century.

MARIST BROTHERS' FUND.

Wb havereceivedand duly forwarded to theRev.Treasurer(Father
O'Shea,Bouloott street,Wellington), theBumof £1 Is fromMr.John
Barrett,Ballinvilla,Kirwee;£1 fromMr. T.B. Conway,Dunedin;
and 10s from A Lady, Dnnedin, in aid of the fundbeing organised
toreimbursetheMarist Brothers,lateof Stoke, theheavy financial
outlay whiohthey havebeen oompelledto undergo in theirnecessary
defenoeduring the recent trials.

Barely thereis nonebut fears a future state;and when the
most obdurateswearthey donot, their tremblinghearts belie their
boasting tongues.

January 7.
(From our owncorrespondent.)

The Very Rev.FatherLeMenant des Chesnais, S.M.,V.GK, was
engaged during last week conducting the annual retreat for the
the Sisters of Mercy at St.Mary's Convent, Colombo street.

Dr. and Mrs. Inglis, who during their residence at Darfieldmaterially assisted matters in connection with the local Catholicchurch, were entertained by the residentsat a supper andpresented
with ahandsome teaand coffee service and pair of entreedishes, onthe occasion of their leovingr Barfield to settle in Cheviot. Speak-
ing to the toastof thehealth of Dr.and MrsInglis, theRev.Father
Chastagnon expressed himself in very high terms of the many
valuable services rendered by them to the district.

VeryBincere sorrow is felt at the painfully sudden death atWellington of Professor W. Michell Clarke and deepsympathy forMrs Clarke inher bereavement. The following obituary notice of
the deceased gentleman appeared in a local paper :

— 'Professor
W. Michell Clarke, whose death is reported at Wellington, was
appointedLecturer on Modern Languages at CanterburyCollege inNovember,1890. He wasa Cambridgegraduate,buthadstudiedonthe Continent, andheld the Certificat d'Etudes Superieures, FaoultedesLettres, Paris. He came to New Zealand with his sister early
in 1891, andspeedily impressed his classes with his determination
to place thestudy of ModernLanguages on a round footing. Hissuccess was due not only to his knowledge ofFrenchand German,
but also to his great earnestness and his conscientiousregard forthe interests of the students. For abrief period the senior Frenohclass of theBoys'High School was under his charge. Besides hiswork at Canterbury College, Professor Clarke waß Examiner in
Modern Languages for the matriculation and junior University
scholarship examinations;and there is no doubt that he helped
materially to raise the standard of teaching these subjects in theColony. In private life he drew around him a wide circle offriends,and thoughhe hadbeen obviouslyunwell for manymonths,
theserious nature of his illness was not suspected by them. Thecauseof death was diabetes. About two yearsagoProfessorClarkemarried a daughter of theHon.Dr. Grace,of Wellington.

Mr. Leo S.Fanning, a former student of St.Patrick'sCollege,
and lately on the staff of the Canterbury Times,left last week forSydney,en route to London.

TheRev. FatherHenry,M.S.H., of Randwick,Sydney,arrivedrecently,and is nowengaged conducting a retreat for theSistersofSt.Josephof theSacred Heart at Temuka. TheRev. MotherMaryof the Cross, Superior-general of the same Sisterhood,also cameover from Sydney ona visit to the severalhouses of theOrder.The retreat of theclergy of the diocesewillprobably coincidewith the oeremony of laying the foundation-stoneof the new
cathedral early in February,and will likely be conducted by theRev. FatherPiquet, S.M.,of St.Patrick's,Sydney.

To mark the closeof thecentury and thebeginning of thenew
one, theusualoeremony of Midnight Mass was oelebrated in thePro-Cathedral onDecember 31st. HisLordship theBishoppontifi-cated,the Very Rev. Dean Foley, 8.M., and Rev. Father Henry,M.S.H., being deacon and sub-deacon respectively at the throne,
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DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

All the clergy of the dioceee are requestedby his Lordship theBishop to assemble at Holy Crow College, Mosgiel, on Monday,January 21, in order to take part in the annual retreat, whichis to be conducted by theRev.FatherBoyle.Melbourne. The Synod
will be held onTuesday morning, and the Conference on the sameday.

The Ada et Decreta of the Provincial Synod heldinWelling-
ton in the early part of1899 were formally promulgated on the Istof January by hisGrace the Archbishopof Wellington andarenowin foroe throughout the Colony. They are contained in ahand-some volume,which has beenbrought out in exoellent styleby theN.Z. Tablet Company, and copies have been forwarded to thevarious Bishops,and are nowavailablefor thense of theclergy.The members of St. Joseph'sCathedralChoir, to thenumber ofabout30, left for aholiday trip toChristohurohon Saturday.

The Rev.Father O'Reilly, whois on his way to the diocese ofDunedin, has arrived in Australia, and is expected to arriveinDnnedin shortly.
On Wednesday and Thursday, December 26 and 27 (sayi theArgus) a very successful bazaar was held to raise funds for theCromwell Catholic Church. The articles submitted for sale wereofa very fine class, and includeda number of exoellent paintings,

which brought very good prices. The net result will not be far
short of £200. A social was held last night at whioh the youngladies and gentlemen who assisted at the bazaar greatly enjoyed
themselves.

It isunderstoodDr. O'Neill, of theDunedin Hospital,has beenappointedmedical officer to the sixth contingent, which will leaveshortly for South Africa. The many warmfriends of Dr.O'Neillin Otago, while heartily congratulating him on the important
positionto whichhe has been appointed, will sincerely regrethistemporarydeparture from the Colony, and wishhimevery suooeeein his new sphere of dutiesand a speedy return to theland of hiabirth.

On Monday lasta picnic of theCatholicschool childrenof Mos-giel (who were accompanied by the Rev. Father Headen, 8.A.),AUanton, and Milton took place at Waihola. The Very Rev.Father O'Neillacoompanied the Milton contingent. Inall therewere170 childrenand adults present,and a veryenjoyableday was
Bpent.
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