
LATE BURNSIDE STOCK REPORT.
(PerBpecial favourMessrs. Stronach Bros,andMorris.)

Wednesday, 5 p.m.
Fat Cattle— 100 head yarded, prices ruling aboutthe sameas last week. Best Bullocks, L910s to Lll 10s; medium, L8toL9sa. Best cowsand heifers,L6toL715s;medium, L415s toL515s.
Sheep—

964 penned, prices showing an advance of 2s aheadcompared withlast week. Best crossbred wethers, 21s to23s9d;medium, 19s to20s 3d. Best ewes,19s 6d to 21s 6d;medium,16s-6d to 19s.
Lambs— 2B3 penned,prices ruling about the same as last week.Bert lambs, 12s 6d t0 lis 6d > m«luini. ii8 t0 12s 3d;others,10s to10a 9d,
Pigs— 164 forward, all classes meeting with a fair demand.Suokers, 5s 6d to 9s ;slips, lla to 15s; stores, 18s to 21a:porkers,

22s to27a 6d;baconers, 32s to 38s.

THE FLOWERY KINGDOM.

How the graveyardgrew behindthechurch1 Once theChineseexplodeda mine they hadlaidunder thecorner of the lines held bythe little garrison. Itwasa tremendousexplosionandmade a hole
bigenough toput a good-sized ship in. It killed nearly 300 of theconverts, men, women and ohildren, and delivered the garrison theworstblow ithadin the loss of both of its officersand three of theguards. Still they" heldon so well that the Chinese could not comeoVer thehole they hadmade; they had breached the line,butit didthem no good.

Out in front of theCathedraltheChinese mounted an oldbrass
(Tun in thebpffinniDg which the begged promptly 8ajne(iout andtook from them. After that, whenever the Chinese fire was tooheavy from the front or they were edging their barricades up tooclosely, the garrison would run out this old LongTom and givethem a few rounds. That always had the effect of holding
them off.

Itwas not until the morning of August 16, the day after theAmerican fiasco at the gates,that the British decided tosend a forceto therelief of the Frenchat theCathedral. Then they found thatthe Japanesehad done the same thing already. The small Frenchforce wentalong with the British detachment and did not arriveuntil the work had been done. There was very little fi^ht left inthe Chinese. They had had enough in the last few daye and flewon the appearance of the Japanese.
They were glad to ba relieved, theseFrenchmen and Chinese.Ihey hadhad a long, hard fight of it, thereal fight ofPekin, but

oldBishopFavier simply smiled and said :
'Yes, they have pulledthrough' ' r

The Tung-tang, or Eaat Cathedral, was one of the first struc-tures destroyed, and it was clear that the Nan-tung, the South
Cathedral was in danger. Pere Garrigues, the aged priest of theTung-tang,had refused to leave his post and hadperished in thenames. Bu* the Fathers and Sisters at Nan-tung might yet besaved Their lives were in great peril; it was necessary to actquickly. A party of French gentlemen, led by M.Fliche, of the
FrenchLegation, accompaniedbyM. andMadameChamot, rode outat night,and early the following morning safely escorted to thehotel every member of the mission— Pere d'Addveio and his twocolleagues, a French Brother, five Sisters of Charity, and sometwenty native nuns of theOrderof St.Joseph. They wererescued
just in time. Scarcelyhad they reached a place of safety when thesplendid edifice they had forsaken was in flames. To the skywreathed theBmoke,a pillar of cloud marking the destruction notof a faith,butof anation. This historic pileof great historical in-terest, the home of Verbiest and Schaal, with its memorial tablet
given to theCathedral by theEmperor Kang Hsi, was ruthlesslysaonficed. It continued burning all the day, the regionround it,the chief Catholic centre of Pekin, being also burnt Acres ofhouses weredestroyed and theChristiana in thousands put to thesword.

DEFENDERS OF THE PAPAL STATES.
Inconnection with the Irish pilgrimage to Rome, the ManchesterGuardian saysitis of interest to note that the general election hasremoved from the House of Commons the last Parliamentarysurvivor of the Irish contingent which assisted in the defenceofthePapalStates in 1860-1. Mr. Bernard Charles Molloy, who has
givenplace toMr. Reddy. a nominee of the United Irish League
in theBirr Division of King's County, was in his younger days aprivatechamberlain at the VaticaD, and during the stormy Gari-baldianperiodhehad enoughexcitement to last him for a lifetimeMr. Jeremiah Sheehan, who sat for East Kerry from 1885 until1895, and whonow plies the peaceful avocation of hotelkeeperatKillarney, is another of the warlike spirits who enlisted in thePope'sservice in the early sixties. When the new* came that theVatican was in danger Mr. Sheehan, then a youth of IS,promptlyjoined the contingent which was being organised by MajorMyleaO Reilly. In the sanguinary engagementof Spoleto be was in thethickest of the fight, and when he was picked up on the field ofbattle it was found that a bullet had passed throughhis neck andthat his thighhad been terribly torn. He was able to leave thehospitalaftersix weeks,but it was12 months beforehe wasrestoredto health. He was also present at the battlep of Perugia, AnconaandMacerata. The totalstrength of the Irish Brigade in the Papalwar was abouta thousandrank and file. Major O'Reilly, the com-mandant, sat in Parliament for Lougford from 1862 until hisdeathin 1879, whenMr. Justin M'Carthy waselected unopposed inhis stead.

BITS OF CHINA OLD AND NEW.

DB. GEORGE MORRISON.
Thia gentleman is the Times correspondent in Pekin whosedispatches have thrownconsiderable light on thesituationinChina.He is,by birth,anAustralian, and was born in 1862. Hehas hada marvellously adventurous career, and in that direction greatlydistinguished himself by a walk of1900 miles across the AustralianContinent, dressed as a Chinaman and without an interpreter.While exploring in New Guinea he was surprisedby an ambushand wounded by a apear, thehead of which wasnot removed fromhisbody till somemonths later. Hieclose acquaintance withChinaand the Chinese is not his least title to be regarded as the mostcapablecorrespondentinPekin.

INTHE PROVINCE OF SHANSI.
The Londoncorrespondentof the Manchester Guardian reportssatisfactorynews as regards thesafetyof theCatholic missionariesin the province of Shanßi. The Catholics are very numerous inthat province. The headquartersof the mission are at Hankow.There had beenno troubles atShansi up to tha end of August,andthe head of the mission at Hankow was inclined to be hopeful asregards the well-being of his brothermissionaries in thatprovince,as theGovernor had provedhimself to be a 'goodman,' though thefutureof the mission is describedasbeing 'very,verydark.'
AMERICA ALLEGED TO BE DISCOVERED BY THE CHINESE.
It is reported that an interesting discovery has been madcamong ancientarchives unearthedatPekin. Documents, it is said'tending to prove that America waa discoveredby theChinese cen-turies before Columbus were found after the occupation of theChinesecapital by the allied forces. Informationof the discovery

issaidtohavebeen giventotheStateDepartmentby MahTwahWin, a
Chinese student. The documentsaresaid to record thata party ofMongolian missionaries crossed the Pacific and landed in Mexicoabout 499 a.d They spread the doctrines of Confucius, erected anumber of temples, taught the natives many arts andcrafts, thusaffording an explanation of the evidenoes of Asiatic civilisationshown in the works of the Aztecs which have long puzzled
antiquaries.

THE SIEGE OF THE CATHOLIC CATHEDRALS.
In a previous issue we gave an account of the siege of thc

Catholic Cathedral, Pekin. The following narrative of event8during the time the Boxershadcontrol of the city will be found in-teresting, and will supplement to some extent the details which
have already appeared :—:

—
All summer the venerable Bishop Favier was desperatelybesieged in thePeh-tang, the North CathedralofPekin. The Pen-tang is well within the walls of the Imperial city, in itsnorthwestquarter. It was a beautiful ohurch, surrounded by extensivegrounds, where there werebuildings for the shelterand occupationof many hundreds of native converts. Bishop Favier was one ofthemen whounderstood the signs of the times andmade prepara-tions. He it was who was responsible for the conversion of M.Piohon,theMinister, toa realisationof thegravity of the situationwhenevery otherMinister there wasstill doubtfulthat there wouldbe trouble. The Bishop laid insuppliesof hia own when he foundhe oould not movethe French of the legation. He bought rifles forsomeof his convertsandammunition and prepared to defend him-self. Thenat last they got 30 French guards, with twoofficersand10 Italians. This was the wholeband then— Favier and two priests

threenunsand42 guards, withabout 2,000 nativeconverts huddled
in thehuts around the grounds. The Chineseattacked them nightandday andbattered the face andeast wall of thebeautifulCathe-dral almost to pieces with their shell fire. From the north andwest they oouldnot attack so fiercely for fear of firing overinto theforbiddencity just beyond.

Tussicura,the wonderfulcoughremedy— soldby allchemistsandgrocers.— mm
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Wanted, about50 clerka to helpread testimonialsreTuaaiouraSole manufacturer, S.J.Evans,2s 6d.

—
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At the Christohurch Exhibition the following awards weremade to the apprentices of Mr. W. Sey, oil and color merchant,Colombo street, Christchurch, for graining, sign-writing, anddecorating:Owen, three silver and one gold medal ;Buten, onesilver andonebronze medal, and a certificate ;Bradwell,one gold
andone silver medal;R.Petersen, one bronzemedal. t*ot
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A shipment of the beautiful Sterling Bicycles— chain, chain-less,and free wheels— has just beenreceived. They aremore beau-tiful, if possible, than ever. Intending purchasers of bicyclesshould certainly see the Sterlings before deciding on any other.Morrow, Bassett and Co., Christchurch, Ashburton, and Dunedinsole agents.
—
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WitoheaOil oureapainsand aches,neuralgia,headache,aoiatioa,rheumatiam. Prioe, 2s 6d. Try it.— „%

Thnreday, January 10, 1901.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

hands at from Lll to LIS lOs. We quote: Superior youngdraught geldings, L46 to LSO ; extra good prize horses, L52to L6O; medium draught mares and geldings, L32 to L4O;aged do, L2O to L3O;upstanding carriage horses, L25 to L3O ;well-matchedcarriage pairs, L7O to LBO ;strong spring-van horses,
L2B to L35;milk-cart and butchers'order-cart horses, Ll6 to L24;tramhorses, Ll2toLlB;light hacks,L7to Ll2;extragood hacks,LI8 toL25;weedyand aged hacks and harness horaes,L2to L5.
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AShbUrtOll RGSldftntS &ad tte pubUc eeneraUy we reminded that T. H. UNDRILL & CO., Tancred Street,* WU HUkMUvU«O Furnishing Warehousemen and UNDERTAKERS, deserve your patronage.


