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'THE SHAUGHRAUN.'if matters have been altered eince, must we not look for otherfactors than awounded religious feeling ? This supposition is atleast plausible.
It is quite true to say that this favorable enactment was

obtainedthrough the
'uniqueand extraordinary popularity

'
which

surrounds Right Rev. Dr. Favier, the Catholic Bishop of Pekin,whether inCourt or in the crowd. Moreover, Ifreely admit thatM. Pichon, the French ambassador, didIhelp much towards thesuccess of thesenegotiations. ButIaskouruncharitable oppom-ntHwhether they would growl so loudly against these 'rights andprivileges,' had they been obtained, as in our case, by more per-suasion, through the mHinm of Dr. McArthur. with thehelp ofSir Claude McDonald, the British ambassador? Most evidentlynot only they would not refu«e pn<*h favors for fear of provoking arevolt,but they would be praising to the ekies thehappy instru-
ment? of such apeaceful and flattering triumph. What is Englandnow doing in South Africa ? Simply trying to obtain,pn- fas ft7u-/as,civil rights for the oppressed Uitlanders;where persuasion
has failed, sheer force and might are now used tocrush a handfulof determined Boers. What would the same Britishers s»y if M.Pichon, following in the steps of Sir Alfred Milner,had declaredwaron the Chinese to uphold in China the foreigners' rights, andconquer by bloodshed what he managed to secure by merediplo-macy.

This is my final remark. Itis an egregious mistake to supposethat the Boxers, the Triads, the Great-Knives, theBlack Flags andthe WhiteNenupharsdate their origin from the issue of the decreereferred to. Every good student of Chinese affairs knows thatallthese secret societies are more political than religious. Some ofthemaim openly at the [overthrow of the present Tartar dynasty
andseize every possibleopportunity which is likely to further their
ends. Others, like the Boxers, represent in China the opposition
to Europeaninterference. For years and years Dr.Favier and M.
Pichon havebeen the only Europeans living in China whoseemed
tograsp the incoming danger and who warned thePowers to be
4on thealert.' Tung-fu-siang and Prince Tuan, who are inspiring
and leading theBoxers, aim at nothing else but the eradication of
everything foreign in China. Before long we may hear of their
attempts to usurp the Chinese throne, aud then woe to everyforeigner withoutany distinction !

As long as the Catholic or Protestant missionaries were leftalone, therehave been nogeneraluprisings, but only some local or
provincial persecutions, soon checked by the wisdom and tact of
our consuls. But whenJohn Chinaman has seen his ports besieged
by our threatening fleets, his name proscribed, his lands cut up by
railways,and his verybody attacked by the leopard, the bear an<l ahost of other hungry animals ready to direct hi* anatomy and to
divideit between themselves, he has resolved liot to surrender it
withouta struggle. Would you expect him to wrap his hetul in
his ancestors' flag and to wait quietly for the final blow which is tosever it .'

To any unbiassedmind the 'real origin of the Chinese troubleslies in the ambition and covetous. f«» of the Puw.r*, who, for thej.akeof their mercantile interests, strive toconvert China into a■vast
market-field. Whatever the liudyrt may state to the contrary may
perhaps prejudice a few empty-headed people against the Catholic
Church and its zealous missionaries. Butif this hithertoebteernable
andesteemed paper cannot afford grounding its opinion on better
authorities than the Kunges, the M'Arthursand the Elliutt Griffiths,
its future must be pitied. Where giaats like Celnus, Julian theApostate, Voltaire and Rousseau have signally failed, pigmies like
thosenain-id above cannot hope to succeed. The Churca of Christ
can well smile at their bold impudence, and wade her way, through
many struggles, to other victories, bearing in mind, b.h a sufficient
consolation, theseprophetic words of her divine Master and Spcniße :'Blessed are ye, when they shall revile you and pi-r-^cute you,
and speak all that is evil against you,"untruly, for my sake'
(Matth. v. ii).

Wanted, everyone who has proved the worth of Tun&icura to
recommend it to their friend.

— **
#

Itis in rarely that such a largeaudience has beenBeen in thePrin-
cess Theatre, Dunedin,as was present onWednesday night of lastweek,when the members of the Catholic Literary Society, assisted
hy several friends, produced Boucicault's evergreen drama 'The
Shaughraun.' The house was packed in every part, aud even
standing room was scarcely obtainable. The majority of our readers
are conversant with the piece,and have very likely seen it staged
with the versatile author himself in the title ro!c. or perhaps the
late Grattan Riggs poitraying in bis own inimitable style the
happy-go-lucky Conn. To these the idea of iimateura producing
such a piece uiigLL bcuu over ambitiou« Tt would be hardly cor-
rect to say that the productionunder notice came up to the high-
water maik o£ prof<j»!.ionalism, but, on the other hand, it is no
exaggeration toclaim it to bea really capital amateurperformance,
in which there were few,if any, weak points. The object of the
production was to assist the funds of the St. Vincent de P»nl
Orphanage, South Dunedin,conducted by the Sisters of Mercy,and
this nodoubthelped to a great extentin bringing together such alargeaudience, as therearefewpeopleinDunedinwhodo not knowof
and fully recognise the goodworkcarried onin that institution. Bat
apart from this, a good many persons went there because they
wanted a few hours' legitimateamusement,andone andalladmitted
that they thoroughly enjoyed themselves. If they attended
with the determination to overlook deficiencies in acting or
staging they were pleasantly disappointed, for no allowances were
required,theplay going with a splendid swing from start to finish
that put it on a plane with the best productionsby local talent.The title role was filled to perfection by Mr H. McCormack, whoseconception of the character was a revelation even to those who were
acquaintedwith the actor's histrionic abilities. Connis the central
figure— the life of the piece it might be said

—
and no better por-

trayalof the happy-go-lucky Irishman has been seen on the stage
here for a long time. Mr McCormack's acting was distinguished
by spontaniety, rollickinghumor,and a complete effaoement ofself,
which gained for him rounds of applause. Miss McLauchlan's pre-
sentation of ArteO'Neill was marked by a naturalness that gained
for her efforts the warm appreciation of the audience.
A character that wa=» filled with great vivacity and finish
was that of Clare Ffolliott by Mit?s|Rose Blaney. Miss M.Blaney,
as Moya, was a very graceful and winning colleen, and nothing
could be morenatural than the presentation of Conn's motherby
Miss A. Heley, who made a decided success of the character.Coming back to the male characters Mr. Pavletich's fine stage
presence fitted the part of Robert Ffolliott to perfection, andMr.James Hillmade a dignified Father Dolan.. As Captain Molineox
Mr B. G Steveus was highly successful. The unpopular part of
Harvey Duff, iell to Mr. R. Phillips who pUyed the difficult and
unpopularpart of thepolice s-py with a marked degree of ability.
Those whohave hadany acquaintance with a claßa whichis at the
present time MlintK-t extinct in Ir.-lani— the yquireens

—
will readily

admit thatMr. J. Black gave a very faithful representation of the
aggressive,bumptious, and unscrupulousOorry Kincheila,hisacting
beingdistinctly good. The minor parts, which were taken byMisses
Clancy. Hanrahan, Winnie McCormack, and Messrs. Campbell,
Pabtoreih,I).Beard, Ward, M. Cougblan, L. McCormack andothers,
were admirably filled. Little Miss Winnie McCormack's cleverdancing wasreceived with the t-trongeft manifestations of popular
approval. Itmight be truly said that the of the actors were
letter perfect, the absence of whioh ;"* often a serious hindrance to
the success of a play. The Kaikoroi l>ind, under the direction of
Bandmafeter Stratum, marched ir>m the Octagon to the Theatre,
daring which they played home choice selections. Inconclusion it
i^ only right to mention that the duties of coach acd stage manager
weieadmirably filled by Mr. T. Anthony." The Shaughraun ' waa repeated onSaturday might whenit was
again witnessed by a large audience.

The Dramatic Club an<l their friend-* who assisted in thepro-
duction have been warmly congratulated on the great success)
which has attended what might be termed their two first public
performances of anentire diauia.
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EDWARD THOMAS & CO..
LARGEST EXPORTERS OF Cash Buyer of WOOL, SHEEPSKINS, HAIR, IIIDES, etc.

RABBITSKINS Agents for the ALBERT CHURN (Patented)
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BOND STREET, DUNEDIN.

Notice of Removal.

MR. T. J. COLLINS, DENTIST.
Has removed to new premises, immediately above the Union Bank of Australia, Princes

Street South, and directly opposite Brown,Ewing's.
ENTRANCE next to BRISCOE AND CO.
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