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if matters have been alterad since, must we not lock for other
tactors than a wounded religious feeling ? This supposition ia ut
lenst planaible,

It is quite true to say that this favorable enactment was
obtained through the ‘unique and extraordinary popularity ' which
surrounds Right Rev. Dr, Favier, the Catholic Bishop of Pekin,
whether in Court or in the crowd. Moreover, I freely admit thas
M. Pichon, ths French ambassador, did t help much towards the
success of these negotiations, Buot Iask our uncharitable oppon-nta
whether they would growl so loudly against these !rights and
privileges,’ had they been obtained, as in our case, by mere per-
suasion, throuzh the medinm of Tir, McArthur, with the heip of
Bir Clande McDonald, the British ambassador? Most evidently
wol waly they wonld not refuse snch favora for fear of provoking a
revolt, but they would be praising to the skies the happy 1nstru-
menta of such a peaceful and fattering triumph, What is England
now downg in Sonth Africa? Simply trying to obtain, per fas ot
nefas, civil rights for the oppressed Uitianders: where persuasion
has failed, sheer force and might are now used to crush a handful
of determined Boers. What would the eame Britiskers say if M.
Pichon, following in the steps of Sir Alfred Nilner, had declared
war on the Chinese to uphold in China the foreigners' rights, and
conquer by bloodshed what he managed to secure by mere diplo-
macy,

This is my final remark. It is an egregions mistuke to suppose
that the Boxers, the Triads, the Great-Knives, the Biack Flags and
the White Nenuphars date their origin from the issue of the decree
referred to.  Every good student of Chinese affairs knows that ali
thess secret pocieties are more political than religious. Some of
them aim openly at the loverthrow of the present Tartar dynasty
and seize every possible opportunity which is likely to Further their
enda, Others, like the Boxers, represent in China the opposition
to European interference. For years and years Dr, Favier and M,
Pichon have been the enly Huropeans living in China who seemed
to grasp the incoming danger and who warped the Powers to be
‘on the alert,” Tung-fa-siang and Prince Tuan, who are inepiring
and leading the Boxers, aim at nothing else but the eradication of
everything foreign in China. Before long we may hear of their
attempts to usurp the Chinese throne, and then woe to every
{oreigner without any distinction !

Ag long a8 the Catholic or Protestant missionaries were left
alone, there have been no general uprisings, but only some local or
provincial persecutions, soon checked by the wisdom and tact of
our consals, But when John Chinaman has seen his ports besieged
by our threatening fleets, his name proscribed, his lands cut up by
railways, and his very body attacked by the leopard, the bear and »
host of other hungry animals ready to dissect his anatomy and to
divide it between themselves, ha has resolved not to surrender it
without & struggle. Would you expect him to wrap his hend in
his ancestors’ flag and to wait yuictly for the final biow which 15 tu
sever it !

To any unbiassed mind the 'real origin of the Chinere troubles
lies in the ambition and covetons e of the Puw, ra, w ho, fur the
suke of their mercantile intere~ts, strive to convert China into & yant
market-field. Whatever the Hudyrt may state to the contrary may
perhiapy prejudice a few empty-headed people against the Uatholic
Chureb and its zealous missionaries. But if this hitherto esteemable
and esteemed paper cannot affurd grounding its opinion on better
authorities than the Bunpes, the M*Arthursand the Ellivtt Grifftiths,
ita future must be pitied, Where giants like Celrus, Julian the
Apostate, Voitaire and Roneseau have sienaliy failed, przuies hke
these namn=d above capnot hope to succeed, The Chureca of Christ
can well amile at thew bold impudence, and wade her way, through
many strugyles, to other victories, bearine 1 pund, ay a snfficient
conaolation, these prophetic words of her divine Master and Kpouse :
‘ Blessed nre ye, when they shall revile yoa and perecute you,
and speak all that is evil agaminst you, untruly, for my sake’
(Matth, v, i),

Wanted, everyone who has preved the worth of Tuessicura to
recommend it to their friend.— %,

RABBITSKINS.

‘THE SHAUGHRAUN.

— -

I7 is is rarely that such a large audience has been reen in the Prin-
cess Theatre, Dunedin, a8 was prerent on Wednesday night of last
week, when the members of the Catholio Literary Society, assisted
by several friends, produced Boucicault’s evergresn drama 'The
Shaughraun,” The house was packed in every part, and even
stueding Toom was acarcely obtainable. The majority of our readers
are conversant with the piece, and have very hikely seen it staged
with the versatile author himself in the tivle role, or perhaps the
late Grattan Riggs portraying in bis own inimitable style the
happy-go-lucky Conn. To these the idea of amateurs produeing
BUch & pleve wighl sccinn gver ambitisus T+ wopld be hardly cor-
rect to say that the production wnder notice came up to the high-
water mutK of profeesionalism, bat, on the other hand. 1t is no
exagyeration to claim it to be a really capital amateur pecformance,
in which there were few, if any, weak points. The object of the
production was to apsist the funds of the St. Vinceut de Panl
Orphansge, South Dunedin, conducted by the Siaters of Mercy, and
thia no doubt helped to & preat extent in bringing together such =
large audience, as thereare few people in Dunedin who do not know of
and fully recognise the good work carried ou in that inetitution. But
apart from this, & good many persons went there because they
wanted a few hours' legitimateamusement, and one and all admitted
that they thoronghly onjoyed themselves, If they attended
with the determination to overlook deficiencies in mcting or
staging they were pleasantly disappointed, for no allowances were
required, the play going with 4 splendid swing from astart to finish
that put it ou & plane with the best productions by local talent,
The title rdle was filled to perfection by Mr H. McCormack, whose
conception of the character was a revelation even to those who were
acquainted with the actor's histrionic sbilities, Conn ia the central
figure—the life of the piece it might be said—and no better por-
trayal of the happy-go-lucky Irishman has been seen on the atage
here for a long time. Mr McCormack's acting was distinguiehed
by spontaniety, rollicking humor, and a complete effacement of self,
which gained for him rounds of applause. Miss McLauchlan's pre-
sentation of Arte O'Neill was marked by a naturalness that gained
for her efforte the warm appreciation of the audienos,
A character that was fillel with great vivacity and finish
was that of Clare Ffolliott by Mies|Rose Blaney. Miss M, Blanay,
a3 Moya, was a very graoceful and wiohing colleen, and notbing
cuuld be more natural than the presentation of Coon's mother by
Miss A, Heley, who mode a decided success of the character.
Coming back to the male characters Mr, Pavletich’s fine stage
prerence fitted the part of Robert Ffolliott to perfection, and Mr.
James Mill made a dignifiel Father Dolan.. As Captain Mclineex
Mr B. G Btevens was highly successful. The unpopular part of
Harvey Duff, Lell to Mr, R. Phillips, who pliayed the difficult and
unprpular part of the police spy with » marked degree of ability,
Those who have had any acquaintance with a class which is at the
present time alineet extinet an Irelani—~the rquireens—will readily
adumt chat Mr. J. Black pave u vory fathful representation of the
agyressive, bumpticus, and noscrupulous Curry Kinchells, his neting
being distinctly good. The minor parts, which were taken by Misses
Clapcy. Hanrahan, Wipnie McCormerk, and Messts, Campbell,
Purtoreds, D, Beard, Wurd, M. Cousblan, .. McCormack and others,
were admirably filled. Little Misw Winnie McCormack’s clever
dancing was received with the strongest manifestaions of popalar
approval, [t might be truly saild that the whole of the actors wera
lerter perfect, the absgnoe of which i1 often a serious hindrance to
the suveess of a play. The Kalkorai wid, under the direction of
Bandmasster Stratton, marched from the Octagon to the Theatre,
daring which they played sume choice sclectiona, In conclusion it
i~ only right to mention that the duties of coach acd stage manager
wete adaurably fitled by Mr. T. Anthony.

*The Shavghraun * was rereated on Saturday might when it was
again witnessed by a large audicace.

The Dramatic Club and their friends who aseisted in the pro-
duction have been warmly congratulated on the great sucocesa
which has nttended what might be termed thewr two first pablio
petformances of an entire diaina,
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Notice of Removal.

MR. T. J. COLLINS, DENTIST.

Has removed to new premises, immediately above the Union Bank of; Australia, Princes
STREET SouTH, and directly opposite Brown, Ewing’s.
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