
VENERABLE JOHN ALMOND, PRIEST AND MARTYR.
The VenerableJohn Almond was a native of Lancashireand was
born at Allarton,in the neighborhood of Liverpool. Hereceived
his early education at a school in thevillage of Much Woolton,
but at the age of eight went to live in Ireland, whence after
some yearshe was sent to the English Seminary of Rheima. His
later studies weremade atRome, wherehe spentBeven years. At
their completion he undertook a public defension of the whole
course of theology inpresence of anillustriousassembly ofRoman
prelates, and acquitted himself with greatapplause. Itis related
that the Venerable Cardinal Baronius, who was present on the
occasion, was so charmed with his modesty and learning, thatat
the conclusion of the thesis he embraced him several times, and
kissed the tonsure on that blessed head which wasso soon to be
decorated with the martyr'scrown. Soon afterwards he was sent
upon theEnglish mission.

For 10 yearsFather Almond discharged with untiring zeal
andinthemidst of grievous persecution the duties of the sacred
ministry. In the spring of a.d. 1612he wasapprehendedfor the
secondtimeandbrought before the ProtestantBißhop of London,
who subjected him toa long examination. Uponthis occasion he
defendedhimself with great spirit and ability, refusing to take
the oath of allegiance which was proposed tohim, on the ground
that itcontainedmatter contrary to theDivine Law. At the same
time he professed himself in all temporal matters a loyal and
obedientsubject of theKing.

After the examination Father Almondwas committedto New-
gate, where he remained for several months awaiting his trial.
During this time he had to suffer many severe hardshipsowing to
thecruelty and avariceof thekeeper. Such was the severity with
whioh the captivepriests weretreated thatmany of them withdrew
their parole and seven effected their escape. After this the re-
mainder were treated with increased rigor and were cast down
securely fettered intothe dark, damp dungeon called

'
Little Ease,'

wherethey werefed onblack barley bread and dirty water,being
ononeoccasion left withoutany food for four and twenty hours.
Not long after the escape of the prisoners,Father Almond was
brought to trial on a charge of high treason, being accused of
receiving Sacred Orders beyond the seaby the authority of the
RomanPontiff, and afterwardsreturning toEngland and remaining
there contrary to the statute. On this occasion he displayed the
same fearlessdemeanorand ready wit thathe hadpreviously shown
before the Bishop, neither admitting nor denying his sacred
character. He was, however,brought in guilty andcondemned to
deathas a traitor.

Uponthe day appointed for his execution the generous con-
fessor was brought out of Newgate,and stepped with a smiling
countenanceon to the hurdle which was to conveyhim toTyburn.
Having beenplaced upon his back,he lay with his hands joined
and turned up to -heaven, employing himself as he passed along
the streets in prayerandmeditation. Upon his arrivalatthe place
ofexecution it was withsome difficulty that he mounted into the
cart, for his legs wereweak andstiff with thecoldand hardshipsof
bis imprisonment. Having at length succeeded in doing bo, he
kneltdown, blessed himself with the Sign of the Cross, and re-
mainedfor ashort timein silent prayer. Then rising and. having
obtainedpermission from the sheriff to address the peoplehe ex-
plained to themthe cause of his apprehension and of the sentence
of death passedupon him,declaring at the same time his entire
innooenceof the least thoughtof treason and kis readiness tolay
down his life forhiscrucified Lord. Having finishedhis address,
Father Almonddistributed among thepeople the remainderof his
money and the other contentsof his pockets,with the exceptionof
%goldenangel, acoin worthaboutHi. Thiß he gave to the execu-
tioner,not,asheexplained to him,out of anyhope thathe would■parehim, forhe was willing tobe ripped up alive,but simply for
theldischarge of his office. Then,kneeling in his Bhirt with the
halterabouthis neck,he waited till the hangman wasready, and
withasmiling countenance implored all Catholics presenttopray
forhimand withhim, often repeating these words:'OLord, into
ThyhandsIcommend my spirit,' along with the adorableNameofJesus, While thus heprayedthecart wasdrawnaway,andhe was
sufferedtoremain hanging for the space of three Our Fathers, the
people meanwhile pullinghim by the legs inlorder to hastenhis
death. Thebodyof the holy martyr was then out downand the
usualbutchery performed,whilehis happy boul took its flight toitsheavenlyabode. The Venerable John Almond suffered onDe-5, A.D.1612, in the 45th yearof his age andthe 11thof his mis*sionary labors.
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The enormousoutput of MoCormickmachines defies themental
grasp of man. If the maohines they manufacture were to issue
from the gateof their works (the largest in the world), the spec-
tators would see throughout the working day aMcCormick machine
emergingat full gallop every thirty seconds.

—
„%

A little wonder is the Broadcast Patent Seed-sower sold byMorrow,Bassett,andCo. For sowing turnip,rape, grass, andclover
seed it has no equal, while for oats, wheat, and barley you have
only to see it toknowitsvalue. A boy can work it. Sow four acresper hour,andany quantity upto six bushels per acre. Price only
2O8.-,\

Myers and Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George streetThey guarantee highest class work at moderatefees. Theirarti-
ficialteethgive generalsatisfaction,and the factof themsupplying
a temporarydenture while the gums are healing does ar/ay with
theinconvenience of being months without teeth. They manufac-
ture a single artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally
moderate. The administrationof nitrous-oxide gas is abo a great
boonto those needing the extractionof a tooth. Read advertise-
ment.— m

m
m

Dunttan Timeg says:
— 'Messrs. W. Gawne and Co. have for

wardedus a bottle of their Worcestershire Sauce. The sauce is
quiteequalinquality to LeaandPerrin's,and is only half thecost
of the importedarticle. Ithas alsoa delicatepiquancy all its own,
whichmustmake it anepicurean's delight anda joy forever. Weaskedanumber of people to sample the Sauce sent ns, and they
werecharmedwith it. Our readers should ask for the Sauce andtry it for themselves.'— "%*

Tussicura,thewonderfulcoughremedy—sold byallchemistaandgrocers.—/.
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A RELIGIOUS SERVICE AT SEA.Friends at Court

Thursday, December 6, 1900.]

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

(Written for theN.Z.Tablet.)
December 9,Sunday.

—
Secondin Advent.„ 10, Monday.

—
Blessed Ralph Sberwine, Priest and
Martyr.„ 11, Tuesday.— St. Damasus, Pope.„ 12, Wednesday.
—

St.Melchiades,Popeand Martyr.„ 13, Thursday.— St.Lucy, Virgin and Martyr.„ 14, Friday.— BlessedDelphina,Virgin.„ 15, Saturday.— Venerable John Almond, Priest and
Martyr.

On thelastSunday in September auniquereligious service occurred
on board an Atlantic liner. The service was conducted by two
Catholic priests for the benefit of a congregation mostly Protes-
tant. Here is an account of the serviceculled froma Protestant
journal, the Outlook:

—
'It was entirely inEnglish and began with the usual phrase,"Inthenameof theFather,andofthe Son,and of theHoly Ghost,

Amen," at which, as at the oloie,all the Catholics and most of the
Anglicans present crossed themselves. Then followed the Lord's
Prayer, everyone joining Then came the Catholic Aye Maria, or
the Angelic Salutation taken from the first chapter of St. Luke,"HailMary, fullof grace; theLord is with thee;blessed art thoa
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Josub '—to
whichfollows this petition:"HolyMary Mother of God, pray for
us Burnersnowand at thehour of ourdeath,Amen."

1Nextcame the Apostles'Creedin theexact language familiar
toeveryone present, and then the General Confession,not,alas Iin
the language of theAnglican prayerbook,but as the Catholicshave
come to use it. Its English translation begins thus:'Iconfess to
Almighty God, to the Blessed Mary, everVirgin, toblessed Miohael
the Arohangel, to Blessed John the Baptist, to the Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul,and to all the Saints, thatIhave sinned exceed-
ing in thought, word, and deed, through my fault, through my
fault, through my most grievous fault.' This was naturally
followed by the equisite prayer used by Catholics beginning :'Almighty God, who, though dwelling in the highest heaven, yet
vouchsafeth toregard thelowest creatureuponearth.' The Epistle
and Gospels were next read, and in the selections there was no
variance of language fromtheKing James version.'The sermon followed

—
a noble discourse. Hymns had been

selected toclose the service,hymns dear, bothinLatin and through
many a translation, to Christiansof whatevername

— "
0come all

ye faithful," "Jesus, thevery thought of Thee,"and "Jerusalem the
golden."'
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J£ W. DUNNE, BOOKSELLER,
43 GEORGE STREET, DUNEDIN.

JUST REMOVED TO NEW PREMISES.

Special inducements are now offered toCustomers and theGeneral
Public to kindly inspect our NEW STOCKS inevery line.

Just Opened:
THE LATEST IN BOOKS, STATIONERY,

AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GENERAL & FANCY GOODS.

Inspection freely invited.

E.A. COGAN.] [D. CRAWFORD.
COGAN & CRAWFORD,

SHAREBROKERS,
10 Crawford Street,

DUNEDIN.
Members of the Dunedin Stock Exchange.

TelegraphicAddress:CoganCrawfordDunedin.
Cable Address:Cogan Dunedin.


