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be no doubt that the Chinese strnok as fiorcely and as dirsctly at
Christianity, a8 any persecuting Roman Emperor did ; a glance at
the edicts issued during the last few montha will prove tbat at
once, I would especially call attention to the proclamation issued
on August 7 last by Chang, Viceroy of the Hukuang provinces, and
one of the most liberal-minded and pro-foreign satraps in China,
“in chedience.’ as he says himaself, ‘ to the Imperial edict of the 2ad
of August received through Yuan, Governor of Shantung, per
despatch dated 5th of August. In the proclamation the Christiana
are prasticaily asked 0 renvuuce bholr religivn or eudwe the
lieaviest penalties of the law; and, apart altogether from the
cdicts, the conducs of the Chinese mulborities iu very msny Jis-
tricts was exnctly that of the old Roman prefects—*Rencunce
Shristianity or die” Many Chinese Christians no doubt renounced
their faith, but we know for certain that many more refused to do
sg and died in consequence. Now I do not eee how we can with-
hold from these men the title of martyr, which we apply to those
who died under exactly similar circomstances in the early ages of
the Church, and I hope and trust that the day will come when the
floly Father will canonize them ss he has canonized the Japansse
who died at Nagasaki in exactly the enme case and under almost
the same conditions some 300 years ago.

THE BRAVERY OF THE CONVERTS,

The sceptical may be inclined to guestion the truth of these
stories of wholesale massacre, and, after the succession of glaring
falsehoods that have emanated from the tap-rooms of Shanghai,
their want of belief can be easily understood. But they must bear
in mind the fact that while there was a tendency among newapaper
correspondents to exaggerate the dangers and difficnlties to which
the (rps Diplematigue and other foreigners in Peking were exposed
till the middle of Angust Inst no such tendency existed with regard
to the native Christians ; quite contrariwise. Your correspondent
has carefully read much of the news that has emanated from Peking
up to the moment of writing and that is his impression, an impres-
sion which is strengthened into certainty by other circumstances,
That the Europeans who were shut up in Peking and their frienda
throughout the world should, in their common agony of apprehen-
gion, pay litile or no attention to the condition of the native
Christiana was but natural under the circumstances, but the
besteed foreigners seem to have pushed their indifference a little
too far. Early in the history of the siege the missionaries shut up
in the British Legation had sought permission for 3000 converts to
come within the defended line, Permission was refused, and every
urgent request, written and verbal, was met by ' impossible
Whether these men and women were to be left to their fate becanse
those responsible feared treachery or famine or to be burdened does
not appear, 1t i8 not a pleasant tale to tell, though happily the
converts were finally permitted to cccupy & meighbering palace,
Thia concession was made owing to the vigorous representations
made on their behalf by Dr. Morrison. The famoue correspondent
of the Times has no love for missionaries, but his fboy,” who is a
Catholie, persuaded him toc save his (the boy's) father and mother,
and the experience had such a good effect on the Dector and threw
such a new light on the convert question that Sir Clande MacDonald
was shortly after surprised to hear the journalistic missionary hater
pleading for the admission of the converts who were happily, sa I
have said, allowed to occupy a deserted palace in the line of defence,
Happily. for now it is stated that these very men who were to have
been abandoned to their fate ‘ saved the situation.’ The palace they
occupied afforded a better vantage-ground against the Legation
than the besivgers were able to find elsewhere, and their labor it
was that built the barricades and dugz the trenches,

Unfortunately, however, the Europeans seem to have labored
under the delusion that the Christians could get on very well with.
out food, for even the Japanese journalists were horrified at their
appearance. ‘They are most lesn auvd wretched,” wrote one, ‘and,
having no possessions, have been reduced to live on weeds and grass,
Some of them are living skelefons, several have already died of
hunger, and it is to be feared that many of the rest will never re-
cover from the effects of the terrible privations to which they have
been subjected.’

It is unfortunate, by the way, that the Japanese war correspon-
dents—all of whom are now Christiana—are about the only Press-
men who have 8o far condescended to give us any particulars about
these unfortunate people, who, whatever may be said against them,
were at all events suffering for their faith. It may be poseible
indeed that the future historian of this war and of the canses that
led to it will, when he comes to deal with these converts, have to
refer to the despatches of the officers and newspapermen of Japan
in preference to those of Europe, It is certainly to the credit of
the Japanese military authorities that they protected these unfor-
tunate sufferers on more than one occasion,

The Christiana were not in all cases, however, helpless sufferers ;
in three or four instances they defended themeelves with magnifi-
oent courage, but never unless a European Catholic missionary led
them. In one case o young Lazarist whose church is situated in &
village outside Pekin got his flock to combine and to give such a
good account of themselves, thanks to some old muskets and to the
excellent military capacity of the good Father, that they were able
to hold out for weeks until help arrived,

THE DEFENCE OF THE CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL.

But the great and elassic instance of succesaful resistance by
Chinese Christians nunder missionary guidance is undoubtediy the
horoic defence of the Peitang or Catholic Cathedral at Pekin, Full
particulars of that defence have not yet come to hand, hut we
alrendy know enough to feel astonished at the bravery and the
ptubbornness of the defenders, There were in the church Bishop
Favier, six or seven priests, some 20 Sisters, and some 2000 native
converts, men, women, and children, with 30 French and 10 Italian
guards, only 40 rifles in all. A Japanese newspaper correspondent
who was in the British Legation, and whose diary of the siege has

recently appeared in the Tekye Asatai, speaks in several places of
heavy firing coming from the direotion of the Cathedral, which was
completely cut off from the foreign quarter, being indeed in a
different part of the city altogether, and separated from Legation
street by the Forbidden and the Imperial cities. ‘The firing some-
times broke out at night; it was sometimes accompanied by the
tremendous explosions of mines, and on one oceasion the authorities
in the British Legation learned that no fewer than 1500 Boxers had
simultaneously attacked the building, No attempt was made to
ritieve tho Leicio Dishop wnd his fluck, auld any such attempt would
indeed have been madness, but I wonder if anyone enjoying the
cowmparative safely of ihe Legalion Lwl time to think, as thess
omious sounds were wafted to hia ear over the battlements of the
Imperial Palace, of the state of agony in which those unfortunate
nuns must have been plunged, for, whatever Lady MacDonald and
her frienda could don, they could not hasten their death by one
seoond, or avoid a single drop of the cup of torture, iznominy, and
shame that they would surely have to drain to ths bitter drega onos
they fell into the hands of their fiandish ebemies, Oo June 23 the
Japanese correspondent above alluded to notes that during the
night the roar of artillery from the direction of Peitang announced
that the Cathedral was being vigorously attacked ; on the 26th
there were rejoicings in the Chinese camp, and it seemed as if the
valiant defenders of the chnrch had falien. *We could not nscer.
tain what the celebration waa for,' eays the diarist, ‘bat we were
deafenod all day by the sound of innumerable fire crackers going
off in the enemy’s camp., . , . A great noise of drums, gongn,
and bugles was beard in the enemy's camp at midnight, What can
it mean !

It certainly looked aa though the Cathedral had fallen, and it
is almost miraculous indeed that it esoaped. It waa defended, ss I
have already said, by only 40 rifles, and when one of the riflemen
fell his weapon was handed to a native convert. The enemy ex.
ploded flve mines altogether under the besieged, in one of which
some 80 persons, principally women and children and five Italian
guards, were killed. For three-quarters of an hour the Italian
officer was buried in the debris thrown up by this explosion, but was
finally unearthed almost unburt. After the relief another large
mine was discovered under the church itself, whose exploeion wonid
have caused a tremendous loss of life, Electric conduotors were
found in the mine, The Peitang beat thu Legatitns in one thing, in
that the converte sucoeeded in capturing one of the enemy’s guns
with its ammunition and in making ammunition for it, under
direction of a miseionary, with mors than a tinoture of chemistry,
when the captured rapply came to an end. For two months, as L
bave already stated, there was no coramunication between Peitang
and the Legations, and neither knew how the other was faring, As
the end of that time the rations at the Peitang were reducsd to two
ounces of rice a day per head, with a little horse meat for the fight.
ing men, and if the relief had not come when it did the majority of
the 2000 converts, the prieste and the Sisters must have died of
starvation—if they succeeded in escaping a worse fate.

A FRUITFUL RBETREAT,

That two months’ siege will leave an indelible mark on all who
took part in it, on all of the besieged at lesst, for it undoubtedly
brought them nearer to God. The priests saw in their flock guali-
ties hitherto unsuspected ; the Chinese found the prieats ready to lay
down their lives for them, and not hastening like other missionariea
to the shelter of their Legation; the rough sailora and officers who,
some of them, despised both missionaries and converts, had had
their eyes opened in such & way that they will never be shut again,
and all had an opportunity for making the longest * retreat ’ they
have ever made in their lives, or are ever likely to make—tha
longest retreat and by far the most fervent and fraitful. Every-
body in the church belonged to the true Faith, snd consegnently
everyone confessed and received the Blessed SBacrament regularly,
besides assisting, of course, in the devotions that were oarried on in
the intervals of the fizhting. Bishop Favier is a singularly eloquent
and persuagive preacher, but it in doubtful if he will ever again
sway the hearts of & congregation and carry them completely along
with him as he did during those two dreadfu! months with death
ever at the door and daily making incursions among them, The
devotional exercises were interrupted somewhat at first by the fm-
pact of bullets againgt the inner walls of the church, but in course
of time this trifling annoyance was as much disregarded as if it had
been nothing more than the patter of rain an the window-panes. In
spite of the fasting and the watching everyone was cheerful. Tha
four walls of the church seemed to shelter a fervent community of
early Christians, The nung, who occupied, of course, a place apart
from the others, were partioularly noticeable for their care of the
wounded, their forgetfalness of themselves, and their helpfulness to
ull, 7hey can tell better than anyone else why the allies entersd
Peking on the eve of the Assumption.

Tussieura, Wild Cherry Pectoral Balm, the famons remedy for
coughs, bronchitis, asthma, and consumption, has the largest sale of
any throat and lung medicine in New Zealand. Those who have
taken this medicine are amazed at its wonderful influence. Sufferers
from any form of bronchitis, congh, difficulty of breathing, hoarse-
ness, pain or soreness in the chest, experience delightful and imme-
diate relief, and to those who are subject to colds on the chest it is
invaluable, as it effects a complete cure, It is most comforting in
allaying irritation in the throat and giving strength to the voioe,
and it neither allowa a cough or asthma to become chronic nor con-
sumption to develop, Consumption has never been known to exist
where coughs have heen properly treated with this medicine. No
house should be without it, ag, taken at the beginning, & dose ia
generally sufficient, and s complete cure is certain, Beware of
coughs. Remember every disease haa its commencement, and cons
sumption ia no exception to this rule. Obtainable from Mesars,
Kompthorne, Prosser and Co., Limited, and all merchants through-
ont hﬁa Colony, Price, 23 6d.—*,*

THE FAMOUS VICTORY ” SEWING HAGHINE, Eciedust oy B v

(mention this paper),

§ PRINOEN STRHEET, DUNEDIN,



