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fashion,andthe sixsplendidhorses whichrumbled him through
the streets of Paris wore shoes of solid silver. Theextrava-gance of the 'Humane Elizabeth

'
Petrovna, Empress of

Russia (daughter of Peter the Great) ran into costlydreuses,
of which she had some 15,000 unused, at her death in
1761. Queen Elizabeth of England shared to some
extent in the same form of extravagance:as many as 3000costly and little-used dresses lined her wardrobe when her
soul and body dissolvedpartnership in1603 Louis XIV. was
a connoisseur in buttons. The diamond buitons which
bespangled the front of asingle vest of his cost some £4.0,000,
and the dressy oldmonarch is said to have spent onbuttons
alone as much as £120,000 a year. American and English
millionaires have undoubtedlydone much in the erection of
colleges, schools, museums, and institutes of chatity. But
much of theirgreat wealthis spent in those trivolous and use-
less and oftentimes vulgar displayswhichrecall the follies of
the days of Louis XIV.and the farther-off extravagancesof
the laterRoman Empire,and which, flaunted in the face of the
poor, raises theirgorge as in the days that preceded the GreatRevolution,and contribute more to the spreadof anarchical
socialism than all the preaching of all its long-haired,wild-
eyed prophets. The rich sorely need to have the Gospel
preached to them, and to be taught the lesson that an ener-
getic IrishChief Secretary oncevainly tried to instil into the
unwillingminds of rack-rentingIrish landlords

—
that property

has its duties as wellas itsrights.
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happiness, its fertility in trmptation, its want of connection
with virtue andpurity,have buen among the commonnplaces
of religion and morality. Her-iod dt.cl.iims against it, and
exposesits bad effects on the character of its possessor-,, and
Christmakesit exceedinglyhardlor trie richman toget toheaven.
The folly of winning wealthor caring for it has a prominentplace in mediaeval theology. Since the Reformation tli.m
has not been so much declamation against it, but the richman's position has always beenheld, evenamong- Protestants,
tobe exceedingly perilous.' The stewardship of wealth is still
stronglyinsisted upon, and the philanthropicmovements of our
dayafford some— though a relativelyvery inadequate— substi-
tute for endowmentsof institutesof charity and religionwhich
affordedsuch a splendid outlet to the wealth andpiety of themiddle ages. But nowadays the wealthy'oldnobility' seek
comfort firstand aboveall;the 'new rich

'
hanker more afterostentation. In the days of slavery the display of wealth

and power was a comparatively easy matter
—

uncom-plaining service could be bought in "indefinite quantity
at a cheap rate, and it created the luxurious splendorof Hadrian's villaand Diocletian's palaceat Spalatro,andthe
villas of Lucullus and Maecenas. The cheap service of the
seventeenth century also enabled persons of such moderatefortune as Madame' de Sevigne" and Madamede Montespan totravel

—
the one to her countrychateau, the other to Vichy—witha retinue thatresembledthe baggage train of an infantry

battalion. Other great families— such as the Colignys, theRohans, the Montmorencis— careeredover the surface of the
earth with evengreater retinues. The same thingprevailedinEngland. In both countries the nobles had power over the
greatnumbers of people. They were, to agreat extent,a law
unto themselves,and their exaggerated senseof their positionwas pithily expressed in the saying of a high-born French
woman:

'
God Almighty thought twice before damningone ofthem.' Nowadays the powerof compelling such service or of

ruininga refractory subject is happilyabout as deadas JuliusCsesar. The 'old families' have the mode of using their
wealth

—
their kind of house, their number of servants andhorses, the extent to which they shall entertain, etc.— settled

for them by well-establishedusage or tradition. Their expen-
diture, says Godkin, is, in a certain sense, 'the product of
popular manners. If a rich man in England, for instance,
expendsmoneylike a rich Turkish pasha, or Indianprince, heis frowned on or laughed at. But if he keeps a great racing
stable,or turns large tracts of land into a grouse moor or a
deer forest, in which toamuse himself bykillingwildanimals,
it is thought naturaland simple.'

In European countries— as Matthew Arnold points out—'the newlyenriched drop easily into the ranks of the aristo-
cracy by a mere process of imitation. They try todress andbehave in the same way,and though a little fun"may be made
out of them at first, theyand their sons soon disappear in the
crowd.' No such traditions of wealth-expenditure p evail
among the newly enriched of America. '

Ihe result is,'<?a.ysGodkin,' that we constantly see wealthy Americans travellingin Europe without the slightest idea of what they will or ought
to donext, except get ridof their money as last as possible.'"by
thepayment of monstrous prices and monstrous lees, or the
committalof other acts which to Europeans simply vulgar
eccentricities.' Reckless ixpenditure is not, however, a follythat is wholly monopolised by the American nouvemt ricJie.
Baron Grant, spent £40,000 on a single staircase in
the home whichwasknown as his 'Kensingion P,.lace.' An-
other wealthy Englishmanexpended £14,900 on the furnitureand decorations of his Lilhard-rooin. 'Ihehte Lidy Bra^eypossessed a feather cloak valued at £100,000. In 1832 LadyMackin paid for a silver do^-coliar .studdedwith dia-monds; and as far back as ISO6a wealthyEnglish noblemanparted with close on lor another collar— of gold and
precious stones

—
to circU the neck of a tavoiite do^ ! Mr.Thomas Lawson
—

a wealthy Bostonian— paid £6000 forthe 'rights' of a pink carnation. Mr. Stephen Mar-
quand (New York; s-pent £200,000 on a single bedroom— thewardrobealone costing £29,000, the dressing-table £12,500,
and thebed the tidy fortuneof £38,000. WilliamC. Whitney,
a well-known New York millionaire, paid some £10,000 for
the painting of the ceiling in his mansion. Howard Gouldpaid £20,000 for a fan as a casual present to a lady. Hisfather,Jay Gould, expended a 'king's ransom

'
on the pur-

chase of a Spanish crown for his daughter, the Countess
Castellane. William Waldorf Astor <-pent £50,000 of his

on the
'

fountain of love
'

in the grounds ofCliveden. * Silver King'Mackay'smausoleum is ebtimatedtohave cost £80,000.

Such phenomenalfolly isnot new,even for Christian days.A Spanish Governor of Brazil formed} shod his horses withgold. Many French noblemen, shortly before the greatRevolution,shodtheir horses with silver,and some of them had
tyres of their carriage-wheelsmadein the same metal. During
partof that period ot folly LordStair wasBritish ambassador
to the Court of France. He dropped into the prevailing
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