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ON Sunday (writes the Auckland correspondent of the EHag
Daily Times) a beautiful tablet was unveiled in St Patrick's
Cathedral to perpetuate the memory of the late Monsignor M Donald,
parish priest of Panware, who died last year. By his death and
that of the late Very Rev. Father 'Hara, of Otahaha, the Catholic
community suffered an irreparable loss. Both these esteemed
priests labored in the diocese for over 40 years, and the only one
of the old regime living i3 the Very Rev. Monstgnor Paul, V.G..
who hag been parish priest at Onehunga for over 42 Fears,

BPEARING at the Presbyterian Synod in Dunedin on Wednes-
day the Rev. Dr, Waddell said it wa« *the duty of the Church of
to-day to secure vbe ciiliren for the Chutol of Lu-woiraws,
aatisfied the Church had not fully understood, or attempted 1t duty
in this direction m the past. It bud ouly been duue sappalotlly by
a Church which, at any rate, they did not regard as wholly evau-
gelical—the Roman Catholic Church. This was the only Church
that seemod to understand the signifiance of getting hold of its
children, We had only to look at the provisions made for them in
the churches and schools.'

IT has been suggested (says the New Zealand Trme s that Me.
Seddon’s Cabinet should be called * The Musical Mipistry. At the
banquet of the Drivers’ Union or Tuesday nizht the Ilona. J. G.
Ward, J. Carroll, and T. Duncan raised their voices in song instead
of contributing speerhes. An apology was received from the Hon.
{. Miile for his absence, and it was suggested ' that he had not yet
had time to get up to ministerial concert pitch, and was away
rehearsing.” The surprise of the evening was Mr. Duncan's
swinging many-versed Irish song, with a chorus. It provoked
tremendous applause, and threatens to outdo in popnlarity even the
Premier's * Wearing o' the Green,

MANY people will learn with regret (rayathe HWuirarape Daidy
Times) that the Rev., Father Osborne, who has been residing in
Masterton for a period of two years, during whick time he sctid as
aspistant to Very Rev, Dean McKenna, is about returning to the (Md
Country, from which he came to New Zealand for the benetit of hus
health. His many friends and acquaintances, while regretting his
departure from a district in which he has made himself so popular.
will be glad to learn that his health has much benefited by his so-
journ in New Zealand. Father Osborme's place will be taken by

ather Hehir, who is just out from Home, and the former will take
his final departure from Masterton in a few weeks' time.

ReCENTLY I mentioned {writes the Londonm correspondent of
the Otuge Dady Times)y that Mr, M. J. MeMahkon, the New Zealand
artist, who is now studying in London, had succeeded in placing
with a good firm of publishers a novel written by hus brother, Mr.
T. McMahon. He now tells me that certamn difficulties arose sub-
sequently between him, ay his brother's agent. and the publishing
firm, which resulted in his withdrawing the novel from them and
offering it to Messrs, Fisher Unwin and Co,, by whom it was almoat
immediately accepted on equally sutisfactory terms, [ notico, by
the way, that a short poem Ly Mr T. MeMihon appered wm the Lon-
don Sun last Wednesday evening, and that Mr, 3L J, McMahon s
referred in very complirncntary terms a» a premising artist by
angther London paper.

RETURNS published by the Defence department, Wellington,
dated Qoctober 26, show that 71 officors and 172% men constitutc the
full strength of the various contingents sent from New Zealand o
South Afriga, Of these three officers and 39 men have died or been
killed, Five officers and %6 men have bgen invalided kome. One
officer and 11 men have heen discharged, One hundred and torty-
two men have joined the police. One man has been Jdivmissed, The
ceath list shows the first contingent to have lost 1% men ; the
second, 10; third. 2 officers nnd 12 mon , fourth, one officer and
four men, The fifth had no death so far, The present strength of
the contingents is 60 officers and 1140 men. The e~timate includes
invalida on their way home, Of the men wha joined the police, 23
belonged to the tirst contingent, 50 to the second, and 61 Lo the
third,

Otk Timaru correspondent writes ;—The following pupils from
the Convent of the Sacred Heart passed the recent practical examina-
tions held by Mr. Stewart Macpherron, examiner tor the A-sociated
Board of the Royal Academy and the Royal College of Music —
Benior grade—Eileen Dennehy ; Junior grade—Ohve Larnach,
Nellise Wall. Lower division—Mapgie Burns, Eseie Bruce ; Elemen-
tary division—Mary Geaney (hooors), Gerfrude Clark, Madge
Pascell, Frances Clarke. The Jast-named popl wus taught by Misy
Maude Blanford, and the others by Miss B. MeGuinness, The
result is exceedingly satisfactory, as out of the nmine pupils pre-ented
from the convent there was not a single failure—a well-merited
testimonial to the teachers, The semior pass was gained by a pupil
of 15 years of age.

THE railway carringes whi-h are bang made in America For
the Government lines of thia Coiony will be on what 15 known e
the ‘ bird-cage’ principle, but various tmprovewents are buiiy
introduced that will meke the lut of passengers much more com-
fortable than at present. The sceond class accommaodation is to be
equal to that now provided for first-¢iaas passenwers, The first cluss
cars will be beantfully hited nup. One compartment in cach will
be for ladies only, and in each carringu there are to be two lavuatorics
—one for each sex, Every serond clasy curriage will aluo have a
couple of lavatories. Sixty-three cars have been ordered and some
of them are expected to arrive in a month or two. The Railway
Department bas been advised that excellent progressisalso being made
with the building of the powerful locomotives which it has ordered
from the Baldwin Works, Philadelphia, for use in various parts of
the Colony. Twenty-two engines are under order, and the whole of
them are expected to arrive in January,

The ‘old boye’ of St. Patrick's College, Wellington, will read
with pride how nobly a former student =d his men against the
Boers at Ottoshoop. Trooper Rusden of the Fourth Contingent
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.SCOTT, COMMIN & CO.,*

Loans Negotisted. Rents Colleoted,

(Wellington Seclion), in m letter published in the MNew Zealand
Trmes, vays  —We were mounted, Bob Collins in command, and
went down the hilleide, over rocks, through trees, and across the
Hat at full gallop.  As scon as the Boers saw ua coming they turned
their fire on to us and the butlets fell like bail around us. We
raised the ory * Come on, New Zealand,’ and rode hike the very devil,
We were lucky enough to reach the foot of the bill without a man
or a hor-a being etruck,  Arriving there, we dismoanted and
climbed the bill; the Boers retreted abont 200 yarda to a nidge, and
the firing was fast and farious on both sides. Bhortly after this,
abont 5 p.m., Bob Cellins was shat, through the wrist, It was now
wetting dusk, and,the Boers retreating, the firing ceased for the
might, We retired to our horges and lay down 1o siecp.

Tur Canterhury Tohilaa Fehihition was anened on Thursday
by hi« Excellency the Governor, The LRight Hon the V'remier, and
the Tlons. Walker and Ward wera present. Speeches were delivered
by the President of the Industrial Association, Lord Ranfurly, the
Premier, and the Mayor of Christchureh, Althongh a large number
of visitors had arrived in Christehureh for the ceremony, still it fell
short of that which was anticipated, Ia all there ave aver 8000
exhihits, including 500 drawings and paintings, 330 specimens of
writing and {lluminating, 3ut of photography, 280 of carving and
modslling, 900 of needlework, and 103 esdays for the prize compoti-
tion,  Two colicctions of coing are valued at £130. and a fne digplay
is made of South African curios, It has been decided that the
Jubilee memorial shall take the form of a bronze statue of her
Majesty the Queen, tn be crected in Christchurel, Upon the four
sides of the stone pedestal will be raived figures, representative of
the pioneers; the industries of the provinve ; Canterbury, in her
Jubilee year, sending forth her wons to fight for the Empire : and
the names of the Canterbury ‘Loys' who have fallon in South
Africa Another memorial of the Jubilee of the province is the
Agrcultaral and Induostrial ¥ab, Manchester strect, where the
Ezhibition is betng held. ft has been erccted at a cost, including
the money paid for the site, of £235,000,

OBITUARY,
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MRR, FITZGERALD, ADDISON"™S FLAT.

Death hos once more claimed its victim from our swall com-
munity (writes a Iokitika correspondent).  After a long and
painful illness Mr-, Fitzperald, wife of Mr. Fitzgerald, of Addison's
Flat Weotport, and daughter of 3r. and Mrs P. Ward, of * The
Garden of Eden,” Arahura, passed away peacefully early this morn-
ing (All Sainty’ Day). 1t 18 less than three chort years ago since
Mi~s Mary Ward. then a hale and hearty young woman, was married
to Mr. Fitzgerald, and procerded with her husband to his home in
Addmon's Flat; but death having marked its vietim proceeded
with relentless strokes to undermine her health till at last recovery
sepdod hopelows, Heeing that it was a matter of o few weeks at the
most when death might elaba its vigtim, it was decided to remove
hier to her tather's lome at Arahura that «he mizht there receive all
the carcamt attention that fond parents and a loving husband might
bustow.  For the lastimonth Mre, Fitzeerald has been at her father's
home hovering between Lfe and death, anl early this morning she
breathed her last. tortifi d by the rites of the Chareh, Mr, and Mra,
Ward and Mr. Vitsperald have the deep sympathy of all in their rad
berenvement.— 4,4 0,

INTERCOLONTIAL
——

Treland (writes a Melbourne correspondent) ~till maintaing her
glurous title ot the * Island of Rant« and Scholars. What would
Australia have done were 1t not for the fact that a perennial stream
of devoted young Trish Levites has never ceased to How from
Trelund during the past 50 gear- and more! Asin her infant Years
ghe rent out bands of missivnaries to all parta of Europe, so now, at
this the close of the pincteenth century, her prolific seminaries are
giviug of their best and noblest to the Australian missionary feld.
The Orwent Tiner. Ophur, which berthed al this purt the other day,
hnd no fewor thun 21 priests on boared for Austialian dioceses, IMor
Melbourne and Halinrat : Rev, FatheraJ, Norris, Lenuon, O'Dwyer,
Lonchan, J. Jlurley, Power, A, Waldran, and Kerin, For Bydney :
Rev, Fathers T. Barry, M, Cahill, Cashran, Colgan, M. Forde, J,
Gowen, T, Hehir, T. Junes, 1. Milligan, I, O'bwyer, J, 0'Leary, M.
Sherip. atd J. Rolaw,

A number of priests for varions parts of Australin arrived
recenily at Adelaide by one ot the wail steamers. Awmong those who
lundul at Adelaide (suys the Sonfdorn (rnny) were the Yery Rev, P,
O Dwyer, 0.C.C,, lute Urior of the Cavmelite Order at Kinsale, Tre-
land, and the Reva, J. Cogan and F. O'Reilly, of the same Order.
Father O'Dwyer, who comes out as pro-provincial of the Carmelites
in Australia, is known in South Austraiia, having been stationed at
Gawler in 1893, e subsequently went to Melbourne, and from
thunee to Rome, and tinally to Ireland, where he was appointed
Prior at Kinsale, Father O'l)wyer will remain at Gawler for some
tinwe, but, his final destination is Melbourne. Fathers O'Reitly and
Coyan, who are visittng Australia for the first time, will be
stationed at Gawler, Another passenger Ly the same steamer was
Father Sherin, & nephew of Archbishop O'Reily, whose destination
is Bydney.

The foundation-stone of the new convent for the Good Shepherd
nuny at Abbotsford, Victoria, will be laid on next Sunday. The
contract has been let for something over £26.000, The buildings
already in use have cost something like £77,000, The convent at
Abbotaford, which is beautifully situated at a bend of the Yarra
River, is the third largest of its Order in the world, and in fact of
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