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GENERAL.

Mg, CrarLEs MiiLs, M.H.R., has been sworn in as a member
of the Ministry.

Mr. Buntnivax, the Acting Defence Storekeeper, Wellington,
haa been promated to the position of Defenes Storekecper,

THg Canterbury Jubilee Exhibition is to be fuormally opened to-
day. The Exhibition buildings, erected in Man hester street, wcre
completed last week,

AT a meeting of delegates from the City Council and lncal
bodies in Christechnreh tast woek the Aesirahibity of the tramwara
being under the direct control of the looul bodies was discussed and
arerolution in that direction passed.

NOTWITHRTANDING the reduction in fares on the New Zealand
Railways, there was from the date on which they were lowered to
the 13th ult. a comparative increase in the revenums of the depart-
ment of £17,046,

WE have to thank the Government Statistician of New South
Walen for a copy of Statistics of the Sevan Colones of Awstralana,
from 1861 to 1899 The little volume is an admirable book of
reference, and reflects much credit on the compiler, Mr. T. A,
Coghlan,

Mn, BEFFERN, many years editor and manager of the Taroral i
Herald, and one of the oldest journalists in the Colony, died on
Friday morning, aged 71. He came out to Australia in 1831, and
later to Auckland, where he was part owner of the Southern (roms
from 1863 to 1865. In 1863 he went to New Plymouth, and con-
trolled the Herald il November, 1595, when he retired from active
work,

AT the last meeting of the Ashburton Catholie Literary Socic iy
the chair was oceupied by Mr I, MeSherry (president). The pro-
gramme for the evening was a debate, the question being, ¢ Should
war be abolished?’ Mr W. Soal took the affirmative and Mr J.
Moison the negative stde. Several good speeches were delivered,
and on a vote being talen the verdict was in favor of Mr Moison's
views,

THREE members of the community who were enjoying the hos-
pitality of the Government at Mount Cock prisen, Woellington,
conceived the idea last week that a change of remdence would be
beneflcial to their health, In the small hours of the moroing they
set to work to remove portiun of a brick wall which stood between
them and liberty. They had made considerable progress with the
work when a warder came upon the scene apd put a stop to the
self-imposed taslk.

THE following is a list of the succesrful cundidates from the
Convent of Merey, Greymouth, at the recent drawing examinations
held in comnection with the Technical School, Wellington —
Geametry—Mary Fllen Noonan (excellont), Alier Hannan (excel-
lent}, Kathleen McKendry (excelient), Mund Ca~y {onelvnu).
Mary Ann Heaphy (excellent), Mary Camphiell (good), Frances
Broad (good), Juan O'Relly (goud)  Model—Kathleon MeKondry
Freehand—Kathln McKeudry (geol), Maud Casey, Mury Awn
Heaphy, Joan O'Reilly.

DURING the past 12 monthr the Wellington Woullen Manufac-
turing Cempany made a net profit of £11,770 19s !1d, which, with
the amount brought furward (£1109), less the iuterim divudend
paul to March 31 last {£2247 9a 1d), gave a dispasable halauce of
£10642 103 101 From thw sum the directors have transferred to
reserve £2000, deducead £2000 from the hook valus of plant, ete
and, a8 & preCanllonary measure, written £2000 off the cast price of
raw material,  The compiny pay 5 per ceut. fur the year, and carry
forward nearly £1500, This vught to be satisfactory to the <hare-
holders,

Tue native race bas received an instalment of Iiome Rule hy
the legislation which was passed during the asesdon. The Muori
Councils Act and the Maon Lands Administration Act are both
meaaures which coufer on the natives considerable opportunities for
self-government. That the importavce of these statutes is recog-
nieed by the natives was evidenced by the keen interest with which
their progress through the Legislature was followed by chiefs and
other representatives of the race, The new department. to which
will be entrurted the administration of Maorl lands, will be presided
over by Mr. Sheridan,

BY the San Francisco mail Mr T, McMahon, of Wellington, re-
ceived advice from hia brother. My M J, McMubon, the well-known
artist, that the former's novel, filind Stabling, han finally been dis-
posed of to Mr T. Fisher Unwin. & lending Londoen pablisher, who is
arranging to issue it in serial form befure publishing it as a bouk
Mr McMahon will receive a farr wum for the copyright, and wiil
also be secured a royalty. Mr Vi-her Unwins reader only had tha
story under consideration for a8 day and a Lialf, and reported so
favorably that the publisher i3 now anxioua that the young New
Zealand author should at cnce contract to supply a second story of
colonial life.

WERITES the London correspondent of the ¢tage Darly Tumen
—The Hon. T. Fergus avd Mrs, Fergus returned to London this
week, after & leogthened tour throuwgh Scotland and Ireland, wind-
ing up ot the Dublin Horee Bhow, after having seen tho Royal
Show at York and the Stirling Show 1 Scotland, Of the Dublin
Horse Show Mr. Fergus ssys it was a mognificent spectacle-—the
best he ever saw in hia life, For thoogh he saw better blood at St.
Albans, Sir Blandell Maple’s place, and at York, yet, for an all-
round show of huaters, Uublin could not be beaten, In Ireland,
too, he, in company with Mr. Thomas Brown, of Dunedin, had a
look round the lowal industries, the tweed mille, the potteries, and
the cottage industries,
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AFTER the annexation eercmony at Pretoria lLard Roberts pre-
sented Victoria Crosses to seven recipients,  Hehanded the Humane
Socu ty's wward to Private Cassidy, of the second New Zealand con-
tingent,

THE Chief Justice has devided {hat tho trial of Brothers Wi-
bertus and Killo, formerly of the Stoke Orphanage, shall tike

pilace at the criminal sittings of the Supreme Court at Wellington,
commencing ¢n November 12,

RBEAKING atthe dinner of the Wellington Drivers’ 1nion om
Tuesduy niphr, the Premier said that the action of the House in
peesing the £42 sc fonal allewencc. 40 mowebors wa. the rizht
thing to do; wmembers had carned the maney. He promized to

bring forward & measure Liat samud, iucreaning Ll houorariom to
£300 a year.

IT waa stated at a meeting the other day in Wellington that
the city had already spent nearly a million sterling in development
enterprise,  Ai the present time the City Counsil had eome very
castly projects in view, For instance, there were the scquigition of
the trams and their conversion into an electrieal system estimated
to cost £100 000, but more likely, in the opinion of experts, to cost
£150,600 ; the purchase of the electric light works, £45,000; the
ersction of a Town Hall, £50,000; repatra to atreets, L60 000 ;
purchase of Mirmpar, £75 000, wadening of Adelaide road, £48 000 ;
widening Fraser's lane, £16.000; Te Ara baths, £8000; and the

extension of the water servies, £12,000 : a total proposed expendi-
ture of £322,000,

THE Sisters of St, Jrseph, Temulkn, are sending to the grand
bazaar in Christechurch in aid of the Catholic Cathedral a splendid
contribution in the shape of a carved hall stand. The stand (says
the Leader) is about 7t high by nearly #ft wide, Tt has & centre
panel of plate glasw, the framing of which is handeomely carved,
and there are two open fiames on either side, upon which are hat
pres. The stand s fitted with a neat drawer, and furnished with
umbrella rack. Practically every inch of the woodwork has been
carved by the Sisters, the design being very handsome, The
material vsed is kauri, which lends it=elf to this cluss of work, and
the whole has been staminid in imitation of ¢bony.  Accompanying
the stand are two hall chairs carved to march, and the whole should
form a very valuahle gift towards the Cathedra! funds.

WELLINGTON people (says the Mres Lanes) are naturally prend
of the muwmesl achievements of Miss Katie Connell, the gold medal-
list of the Convent School, who is about to go to England to continne
the cultivation of her vocal powers, Strictly speaking Miss Qonnell
ig not a Wellingtoman, She hails from Taranaki, whers her father
is a well-known citizen. But the convent, whose excellent music-
teaching rystem has done so much to develop her voice, may fairly
claim o ehare of the honor that attaches to one of the most prami-
sing young vocalists the Colony has yet produced. Miss Connell's
volce is & rich soprano of remarkable power and flexibility, and
when she iv 1o England the people of New Zealand will have the
~ame 1uterest in her progrese as the Victorians have shown in their
Madamz Melba and Awny Cuetles, or the Tarmaniany in their Amy
Sherwin and Ada Croseley.  And why should not another colonial
loch forward to as preat a caresr as these sister colonials have
achieved.

Nrws has been recelved in Wellineton that Mr. C..F. Sander-
son, one of the veterinary surgeons of the New Zealand Agricultural
Department. who went with 1be troops to Sourh Africa. hzg been
promoted to the rank of eaptain. and recerved the sppointment of
PV.O. to the Tranwvaal Constabulary,  Tfe has alswo been com-
mis-irned to wrire o report en the best menns of dealing with
ammal dircases 10 South Afriea, and for the purpose of making
fnvetigations to that end has e-tubli<hed a laboratory in Pretoria,
His precent salary 1~ £7700 a year. and 1f, a3 he expects. he gets the
apporntnent of V.0 or the Transvaal, he will be in receipt of
£1000 & yeur, 1n comparison with £250 which he received from the
New Zealand Government.  Mr. ~ander-on is of opinion that there
will be a jroed demand for frozen meat in South Africa after the
war, in view of the fact that the wiur hay almost exterminated the
herds, and 'even before the war the Transvaal could not prodmce
enongh to feed itself.)

VERY uneeasonable weather hus been experienced in Canter-

bury during  the past few days. The rivers in North
Canterbury are in  heavy flood. At the Waiau the
approach to the bridge ‘was washed away on  Monday,

cutting off access to the township from the southward, The Wai-
makariri overflowed its banks on Monday night, with the result that
the country from the Neven.amile peg ta White's bridge is under
water, anid a considerable area on the other side of the river was
submerged. At midmight fears were entertuined that the town of
Kapol would be flooded, but though the river rase higher than for
many years the apprehensions were not realised, ~ A coneideraple
number of sheep were drowned, und a lurge area of crop and pota-
toes damaged. The water submded considerably on Tuesday., The
approaches to White's bridge over the Waimakariri suffered a good
deal, and, though traffic was not suspended, it was carried on at
some risk,

A SERrIOUY accident occarred oo the Roslyn tramway line on
Saturday morning, which resulted in the death of a Chinaman, and
in five or six other passengers being more or less injured. The car
waa making the trip to Dunedin and had 10 passengers, three of
whom were Ciinamen, The driver, it is alleged, released the
brake before picking up the cable, and the car moved quickly down
the hill, increasing 1ts speed us it went along. The driver applied
the brake but as the rails were slippery the momentum of the car
was not checked, Just after passing St. Joseph's Cathedral one of
the Chinamen was either thrown out or jumped out, and ingtantly
killed, When the car got as far as the Shamrock Hotel it turned
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