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Be gentle in your manners. The heavy footfall is not neces-
sary, and by it you shock the nervous and waken thebaby. The
loud, shrill tone ijnot so easily understood as ths nicely modulated.
Perhaps you aie always knocking over a vase or a book,tipping
over a glass of water,or such like rai^hars. You may not think po,
but such things show a luck of consideration for others, for with a
little care and forethought fucli disasters might almost always be
avoided. Learn to walk quietly. Keepyour eyes open that you
may not trip over rugs and cushions or chairs and small tables.
Don't make your friends drt.td to have you come in, as do the
friends of one young lady in a eertam town, ' for she alwaysbreaks
something before bhe leaves,' they say. 'And ehe is so good-
natured about it. too.' remarkt d one, 'and penitent, but says she
alwayscreatesa breeze and she really cannothelp it.' Suchgentle
zephyrs are not debirable.

From carefully prepared information on file in the Bureau ofMilitary Information at the War Department, Washington, thebtrength of the Chinese army ia shown to comprise eight bannersnominally containing aboutSOOOOO men,descendantsof the Manchuconquerors and their allies, The number maintained on a warfooting is from .so000 to 100,000. The whole force is subdividedinto three groups, consisting respectively of Manchus, Mongols, andChinese. It forms a sort of hereditary profession, within which
intermarriage is compulsory. Abo t 37 000 are stationed in garri-
sons in Manchuria;the Imperial guard at Pekin contains from
6000 to 7000. These are the troops that were expected to defendthe foreign legations, and to protect foreign interests from themobs. The Ying-Ping or National army ia also called the GreenFlags and theFive Camps. This army consists of 18 corps, one for
each province under the governor or governor-general. Thenominal strength is from 540,000 to 600000 men, of whom about200,000 are available for war, never more than one-third beinjr
called out. The most important contingent is the Tientsin Army
Corps, nominally 100,000 strong, really about 35,000, with modern
organisation,drill,andarms. They are employed in garrison duty
at Tientsin and at Taku and other forts. Besides these forces there
are mercenary troops raised in emergencies, and Mongolian and
other irregular cavalry, nominally 200,000 strong, really about20,000, but said to be of no military value. The total land armyon
peace footing is about 300,000 men, and on war footing at about
1,000,000. The army as a whole,it issaid,has no unity or cohesion.There is noproper discipline. The drill is mere physical exercise.
The weapons are longsinceobsolete. Thereiano transport,commis-sariat,or medicalservice.

AN INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF PIUS THE
NINTH.

A WHITER in the Glasgow Evening Citizenmentioned the following
incident of which he was an eye witness:— When Iwag a young
man Pio Nono was riding through the Corso in his coach. There
was a mob blocking bis homes. A Jew had taken a fit, and the
people shrunk from the afflicted one, calling out

'
A Jew 1a Jew I'

The Pope took in the position,alighted,and wentup to see whether
he could be of use. He answered thepopular cry by crying out

'
A

man!a man!
'

Prince Alsonso of Bourbon, brother of Don Carlos,has congra-
tulated those Austrian officers who declined to fight duels,even at
the cost of their commissions. The futility of these 'affairs of
honor

'
is shown by the account of the latest duel in Italy. The

mortality for 10 yearsonly averages threeper cent.
A Home paper recently informed its readers that the famousBoer fighter,Generol Botha,is married to a grand-daughter of the

immortal Robert Emmet. Inasmuchas Emmet wasnevermarried,
andso leftno

'hostages to fortune,' itis not a littlepuzlinj to find,
such relationship claimed for anybody,
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THE THISTLE OF SCOTLAND.Store Sheep— The few store sheepwere all hoggets or ewes
and lambs, and there was a ve-y good i-ale. Hoggets realised from
168 to 16s 9d;ewes and lambs (all counted), lO.s to 11s.

PlGfc— Pigs of all sorts were well represented,and met witha
very good sale. Bacom ra brought from 30* to 3S-*. equal to 3d to
3Jd per lb;porkers, 20s to 31s 6d. equal to from3Jd to 4d;stores
12s to 21b;suckers and weaners, 5s to 12s.

Once upon a time many hundred years ago the Danes made
war uponthe Scots and invaded their country. One dark night, as
they were marching uponanencampmeut of sleeping Scota, oneoftheir number trod upon a thistle The pain was so sudden andintense that the man gave a loudcry. This awakened the slumber-
ing Scots, who sprang to arms and defeated the assailants. In
gratitude for the deliverence the Scota made the thistle theirnational emblem.

WEDDING CAKE.
The weddingoake is the remainß of acustom whereby a Romanbride held in her left hand three wheat ears, and many centurieslater an English bride worea chaplet of wheat. The bridesmaids
threw grains of corn or email bits of cake upon the heads of the
newly-marriedand the guests pickedup the piecea and ate them.The wedding cake did not come into general use until the last
century, and was then composed of bohd blocks laid together, icedall over,co that when the outer crust was broken over thebride'shead, the cakes inside fell on the floor and weredistributedamong
the guests.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD.

DunedinHorseSaleyards.

Messrs. Wright, Stephenson andCo. report as follows :—:
—

For Saturday's Bale only someeitftii or nine JraugLL marcs and
geldines and about a scoreof hacks and lightharness horses came
forward. The draughts included a consignment of Luicc guOil
mares, but aged, from a northern client, and these were sold at
from L4stoL55 a piece. The principal entry in the light horses
was a pair of useful bay gelding- (seven years old), buggy horses,
station bred, and these changed hands at L.iO the pair. A few
other useful hacks and harness horses, most of them aged,changed
hands at fromL7to LI4 10s, and one good buggy mare brought
Ll9 10s. The demand for first-class heavy cart horses ie very
■trong,and powerful shafters readily bring from L.">2to LGO, accord-
ing to class. Useful farm horseH are al.so asked for, and there is
strong inquiry for upstandinghacks and harness horses. We quote—

Superior youngdraught geldings,L4"> to L55 extra good prize
horses, LSO to L62; medium draught marcs and geldings, L34 to
L44;aged do, 1,25 to L32;upstanding carriage horses, L3O to L3">;
well-matched carriage pairs, L7O to Li>o ; strong epring-van horses,
L2B to L35 ; milk-cart and butchers' ordi r-cart hors< s, LIB to L24 ;
tram horses, Ll2 toLlf>;light hacks,L7to 1,11;extragoodhacks,
LlB to L25;weedyand aged hacks andharness horses,L2to L5. Thepostage stamps issued by the different countries of the worldamount,according to the latest reports, to 13,811 different kinds.Of this number 131 varieties are credited to England and3,843 toher colonies and dependencies. The greatest variety of postage

stamps are issued in America. Taking the entire American con-
tinent there are no less than 4,6;>6. The United Stateshas 268, SanSalvador has 272, Uruguay 215. The Chinese city of Shanghai hasfor its ownuee solely 211 kinds of postage stampß. Only PolandandPatagonia are aatibfied withone single kindofstamp.

A NEWSPAPER CANARD.
We say itis a 'canard

'
when weread something highly improbable

in the columns of any of the daily journals. Why 'canard'?
Canard ia thoFrench for

'
duck.' Why call an improbable Btory a

newspaper 'duck '1 The following explanationwasrecently given;
itmay be trueor not;it maybe it-elf a canard. A gentleman in
France once told a Htory to the effect that 20 ducks.were ravenoua
wzthhunger. Thereupon, K> of them tore the twentiethinto bits
ami gobbled it up. There were now only 19 left. Eighteen of
these ate up the nineteenth,and so on, and po on, until only one
was left alive, with, of course, the other 11) intade him. The story
Rot into thenewspapers, was wilely circulated, andas it was felt10
be slightly improbable, any unlikely statement thereafter in anewspaper recalled the duck story and was labelled a 'canard.'

THE CHINESE ARMY.

THE WEEK'S DREDGING RETURNS.
During the week ended Monday, October 29 (sayn the Otago

Daily Times), returns were reported from the following40 dredges,
the total yield being 1(J330z ldwt H!gr,or an average of 40oz per
dredge:

—
Electric (Cromwell), 2">4oz;Junction Electric (Cromwell),

2040t 14dwt;Meg and Annie (Kawarau River). 127 hours, 120oz
lOdwt ; Hartley and Riley (Cromwell), 13f> hours, OSoz odwt;
Earnscleugh No. 2 fAlexandra). 120 hour*, 72uz 12Jwt ;Manu-
herikia (Alexandra),133 hours, (i'Joz 12dwt 12gr ;Charlton Creek
(near Gore), 13f> hours, .">loz; Empire (Waipori), 2 dredges .">ooz
13dwt; Perseverance (Alexandra), 4.">oz lSdwt O^r ; Larnhdeugh
No. 1 (Alexandra), 44ez ldwt ;Golden Bench (Alexandra), 133
hours, 41oz Hdwt; Cromwell (Cromwell), 126 hours, 41oz 13dwt
19gr ; EnterpriseNo. 1(Alexandra), 370z 2dwt:Alexandra Eureka
(Alexandra), 370z ; Clyde (Uexandra).340z ; Molyneux Hydraulic
(Alexandra), 31oz lldwt Dgr;Olritc (Manuhenkia River), 178
hours, 270z 14dwt ; Upper Waipori (W.upori), 134 hours, 2(>oz
14dwt ; Waimumu Queen (near G m-), 114 hours 2">oz HMwt ;
Chicago (Alexandra) 12" l.ou>-s -'""k<z , Ngapara No 2(Npvis Rivei).
240z , Golden Trra-nn- (Miller's ¥Ut) 220z !>hvt, God Queen
(Dumbarton Rock), llh hour-* 220z , Success (Waipori), 21<>7 4dwt;
Electric Fxtended (Cromwell). 130 hours, 21oz ;Waimumu (near
Gore),130 hours, 21oz ; Wool-hcd (Glenon-), 133 hours, 2()o7 13dwt,
Waimumu Central (near Gore), J2<> hours 17oz 12dwt: Morning
Star (Manuhenkia, 120 hours, Kio7;Manorburn (Manuhenkia),120
hours, l.ioz lldwt ; Jutland Flat (Waipori), 112 hours, I"soz4dwt;
Tuapeka (Tuapeka Flat), 127 hours, I.mjz , Waimuinu Extended
(near Gore). 97 hours, 1loz 2dwt;Lassreu^e (Tuapeka Flat). 1loz ;
Evans Flat (Tuapeka), Ilbh"urs, '.toz ldwt; Waikaka Forks (Wai-
kakaj, 93 hours 9oz Odwt 18trr; Nevin (Nevis River), Hoz 19dwt:
Ngapara No. 3 (^evis River). (J0 hours, ."ioz ; Inch-holme (near
Palnierston), 4oz 12dwt. Total, 1(5330z ldwt 16gr.

BE GENTLE.
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Witches Oil curespainsand aches,neuralgia,headache,sciatica
rheumatism. Price, 2s 6d. Try it.—/.


