
(Fromour specialcorrespondent.)
The debate on the Crown Tenants' Rebate of RentBill wasre-

sumed on Monday and carried onwith vigor for some time. The
Minister forLands, in replying to the opponents of the measure,
said they weresomiserably seltiah that theycouldnotseethe advan-
tage that would accrue to settlement by a reduction inrent and by
the reaction in cities. He urged the House to go into committee on
theBill andendeavor tomake a good Bill of it.

The second reading wascarried by 39 to20.
Inthe evening the Premier moved to recommit the Land forSettlementsConsolidation Bill for thepurpose of inserting a clause

similar to the one proposed to be inserted in the Crown Tenants'
RentRebateBill vesting in landboards discretiontomake a rebateof rent.

The motion wascarried on the voices, and considerationof themeasurein committee took up the remainder of the sitting.
On Tuesday Mr.iStevens brought down the report of theNorthIsland Main Trunk Railway Committee, who expressed themselvesin favorof the central route, for the following reasons :

—
The dis-

tance was shorter, the grades wereeasier, the line wouldpass nearly
through the centre of the island, and the country wasgood onbothsides for nearly the whole distance.

Later onit was decidedby 35 voteß to 27 to disagree with the
amendment made by the Council in the PrivateIndustrial School*
InspectionBill wherebyall Government grants would cease at the
end of 12 months, and managers were appointed to confer with
representativesof the UpperHouse in the matter.

In the evening amendments were brought down by the
Governor's message reducing the number of additionalmembers of
the House under the Representation Bill from 10 to six. Mr.Seddon explainedthatoriginally he proposed10 on the assumption
that thepopulationof the Colony had increased to 800,000, but he
found from a memo by the registrar that the population was only
763,000.

The debate on theRepresentation Bill tookplaceon Wednes-day afternoon.
The Premier explainedthat when he proposed to make the in-

creasein the number of members ten, instead of six as originally
proposed,he was under a misapprehension as to the population of
the Colony. By making the increase six it brought the quota to
about the same number as at present

—
namely, 10,000

—
andmade

the total number of the House 80.
After a short discussion the amendments wereagreed to.
The ManawatuRailway Purchasing Bill was taken incommit-

teeand passed.
The House went into committee on thePublic RevenuesBill,a

measure introduced for the purpose of simplifyingmatters between
the Treasurer and the Audit Department, and also for extending
the amount of the unauthorised expenditure from £100 000 to
£150.000.

The measure was under discussion until the early hours ofThursday morning, whenit wasreported andread a third time.
On Wednesday the Council decidednot to insist on the amend-

ment to the Private Industrial Schools Inspection Bill,and conse-
quently these institutions will get grants as heretofore, subject,however, to the conditions contained in themeasure.

On Thursday afternoon several measures were advancedstages.
In the evening Mr. Seddon moved that a oommittee be set up

to inquire into the question of federating with theCommonwealthof Australia. He said he did not intend to enter into a discussion
of federation, but merely wished to gain information for the
guidance of theHouse. He could express anopinionon the subject,
but wouldprefer tohavemore information before doingso to guide
him in amatter of such serious moment to the Colony. So many
subjects required tobe gone into fully before committinghimself
for or against that it wasbetter torefrain at present.

GaptainRussell agreed to the motion and terms in which it
was couched. The question of federation affected the Colony so
much thatit wasnecessary to be careful in coming toa decision in
thematter. The question of alien labor was oneof themost impor-
tant matters connected with the subject. He believed that such
labor would some time dominate Northern Australia. He hopedthe
appointment of commissioners would be such as would command
the confidence of the Colony.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr Seddon,speaking on the report of the Joint DefenoeCom-mittee,said the time wasopportune for adoptinga completescheme.

Recent events had aroused a spirit of Imperialism,and now ftiat
the Colony hadbeen aroused to its state of insecurity, the occasion
wasa favorable one for carrying out any scheme ofdefence. Har-bor defences were necessary in the main ports, and the necessarymilitary forceß would have tobe raised to support them. With such
apeopleas wehad in thisColony there wasnonecessity for astand*
ing army. Theexperiencecf ourmen inSouthAfrica showedhow
quickly the men of the Colony could adapt themselves to military
work. Althoughat its inception the scheme wouldentail large ex-
penditure, it would gradually decrease,and the result would be that
we would havea largereserve force of drilled menin case of neces-
sity. He stated that harbor defence,manufactureof ammunition,
and acquisition of field batteries were proposed. As to the staff,it
was thought thatitcould be obtained from amongst the contingent*
who had served in South Africa. The necessity for organisation
and equipment incase of emergency was pointed out in the forma-
tion of the Imperial reserve force. He believed theColony wouldhave the assistance of the Imperial authorities. Rifle clubs and
cadet corps would be encouraged. There was now a necessity for

Mr.Thomas Cukkan,late member for Sligo in the ImperialParlia-
ment, was recently inAdelaide onhis return toSydney. Whilst in
the South Australian capital Mr. Curran was interviewed by the
rpprpspnt-ft+ivp of 9 local paper. Inthe course of the interview he
said :—: —_ There i> no doubt the Salisbury Government will pot a big
majority, but they cannot go back to Parliament a« the same
Ministry, however. There will have to be an extensive and impor-
tant reconstruction. Intellectually,thepresent Government iB the
weakestthathasbeenin power forverymany years. Salisbury,Hicks-Beach,Balfour,and Chamberlainare the only really strong men init,and the three first-named formed a trio which hadpreventedChamberlain from plunging the country intomost terrible trouble.But for Lord Salisbury's strong handChamberlain wouldhave had
us at war withGermany and France, and heis generally distrusted,
not merely by the Irish and Liberal parties, but by his own
oolleagues as well. Heis not a political force tobe reckoned with
inany election outside Birmingham, and he is never asked by his
party tosupport a candidate,as Balfour so frequently iB.

You see thatMr. Goschen is to retire 1
4 Oh, yes,we allknew that in the lobby 12 months ago. The

fact is thathe has not been well for a long time, and the work of
his department has been too much for him. Sir MichaelHicks-
Beach will probably go to the Lords also, though possibly not till
after the meetingof Parliament. After Mr, Balfour he is the most
influential member of his party in the Commons, but he is not
physically strong,and so he will take a rest from active political
life. It iB not yet knownwho will succeed him as Chancellor of
theExchequer;it is hardly likely tobe one of thepresent members
of theGovernment, as there does not seem to be any one of themwithsufficient financialability. Probably some outsider will com*in. There willnodoubt be other changes, too, and whatever they
are they can hardly weakenthe Government

—
it is full of mediocre

or worsethanmediocre politicians. For instance,Mr.Chamberlain's
friends had to be provided for,and apoor lot they are. There is
Jesse Collings, the man who made famous the phrase" three acresand a cow

"; Powell Williams, who is a nonentity ;and young
Austin Chamberlain,who is personallymuch liked,but who has no
politio&l brains. Then in the Cabinet are half a dozenmen whoharenoclaim toCabinet rank on the scoreof ability. Amongst
themare the Seoretary of State for India.Lord George Hamilton,
whoonly obtained and retainshis positionby family influence:the
presidentof the LocalGovernment Board, Mr.Chaplin ;the presi-
dent of theBoard of Trade,Mr. Ritchie ; theFirst Commissioner ofWorks, Mr. Akers-Douglas;and president of the Board of Agricul-ture,Mr. Long. None of these ought to be in the Cabinet, and
probably some will have to go.'

As to the war, there is anagitation against the War Office and
its methods,is there notI'Oh, yes;anditis a very influential one. There is going tobebig trouble there presently. A Commission is certain to be ap-pointed, and the general opinion is that Lord Landedowne will
come out of it very badly. It is an open secret that if Lord
Wolseley's recommendations hadbeen adopted instead of being con-
temptuously thrust aside by the War Minister, as they were, ourreversesin the early part of the Boer War would probably neverhave occurred, and thepeople feel very sore about it. It is looked
upon as almost certain that Lord Lansdowne will have to retirefrom the War Office, especially as Lord Roberts is to be appointed
Commander-in-Chief. Had he been in Wolseley's place he would
almost certainly have resigned if his counsels had been rejected,and thepeople wouldhaveinsisted on hiß being listened to.Now, as to Home Rule,Mr.Curran;that is the one great thingthe Irishmembers arehoping for. Do they think they will get it ?

'Not yet,but it will come. No great and just cause like thatwas ever lost if properly fought for. Iwas sorry to Bee by thecables thatMr.Herbert Gladstonehas been saying the cause mustsleep for a while. His father would never have admitted thatwhilehe remained in active politics. He could not havelived inpublic life, and not continued to advocate the causeof justice toIreland. He knows too well that the reform that was worthhaving was worth fighting for, and must comeat last, inap'.te ofall checksand discouragements, it will, however,requireanotherParnell togain it.
As to the warand the coming settlement?'There is only one possiblesettlement, That is for the SouthAfricanStates to be formed into a Federation similar to that ofAustralia, witha Governor-Generalat Capetown and Lieutenant-Governors forNatal, the Transvaal Colony,and the Orange RiverColony.'
With self-government and the full franchise, do you mean?'
Certainly;Ido not think anyone would dream of refusingthe franchise. Itis the only possible way of settling a grave diffi-culty.' Mr.Curran wenton to talk of a work which he apparentlyhas verymuch at heart

—
international arbitration. He belongs toabody called the " UnionInterParliamentaire,'whichis a gatheringof members of nearly every Parliament in the world, formed forthepurpose of promoting peace and internationalarbitration. Hehas just been attendinga gatheringof this body at Paris. Itcon-sistsof about 700 members of different Parliaments, and meets atthe various capitals of Europe. Hestates thatit is doing splendidwork and it was partly owing to the influence of the organisationthat theCzar ofRussiapromoted the famous Peace Conference atThe Hague. Mr. Curran intends tostay in Australia for about two

rB
jv is hereonPure*y private business,and when it is com-pletedhehopes togoback to England and tore-enterParliament.
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