
NOTICE.
Dukinu the absence of the Editor (Rev. H. W. Cleary) on a well
earnedand much needed holiday, the attentionof correspondentsis
specially directed to our standing rule thatall communications con-
nected with the literary department of this paper

— such as reports,
correspondence, etc.,— should be addressed <to

'
The Editor.' Closed

communications addressed by name to Rev. 11. W. Cleary will be
treated as bn private correspondence and will be forwarded tohis
temporary addre*e in Australia.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

For a considerable time ithas been noticed that aslight lateral
movementhas been taking place in the tower at the Rattray street
side of St.Joseph's Cathedral,causing thewall to crack for some
distance. As the defect might prove difficult to deal with if
allowed tocontinue without being attended to it h:in been decided
to remedy the matter immediately,and with the object of taking
the necessary steps a meeting of the parishioners was held in St.
Joseph's Hall onSunday evening after Vet-pfrs. Tlin Lordship the
Bishop, who presided, said that the movement of the tower had
been noticed soon after the Cathedral was finished. This was the
sourceof much anxiety to the late Bi.-hop, and also to himwelf since
he had come to Dunedin. The meetinghad been called inorder to
decide what bteps should be taken to remedy the defect. There was
no immediate danger, but it would not be wine to de'ay taking
action. Mr Petre had inspected the Cathedral, andhad drawn upa
report which would be bubmitted to the meeting. Mr l'etre then
readhis report,iin which he gave his opinion as to the probable
cause of themovement of the tower, and suggested certain works
which would remove the source of the trouble. Mr Callan said it
■wouldbe well that Mr Petre shouldhave the opinion of twoother
architects on the matter before the work was undertaken. It waa
adifficult matter todeal with, and the course he suggested was one
that was very generally followed in the medical and legalprofes-
sions. Mr Petre welcomed the suggestion of MrCallan. After a
conversational discussion it was decided toprocure the services of

NEW ZEALAND : GENERAL.
The New Zealand Shipping Company's newsteamerRimutaka

has been launched at Dumbarton.
F*~ The Right Hon. thePremier pays itis difficult to convince thepublic thatitis wrongto take advantageof theTax Department ortheCustom-house.

It is said that if all the tenants take advantage of the CrownTenants' Rebate of Rent Act the loss to the revenue will be about£17,000 per annum.
Within a few weeks quitea number of motor-driven vehicles

will be running in the vicinity of Christchurch. The Prei* statesthat Mr N. Oates is bringing from England two motor vehicles
—

one a voiturette tocarry three persons, the other a 'quad' tocarry
two.

It is stated (.says the Lytielton Tt»irx~) thatMessrs. D.and A.Macfarlane have offered another block of the Lyndon estate for
sale to the Government. The property, which consists of 16,000
acres,is about tax miles from th;Waiau township, and adjoins the
Leslie Hills estate. The block is nearly allploughable, being prac-tically level, is substantially fenced, has a plentiful water supply,
and is well adapted for close settlement. The Lyndon propertyalready acquired by theGovernmentis well under survey,and will
shortly be open for selection.

Mrs.Makt Scanlan, a highly respected resident of Milton,
died suddenly on Saturday evening. The deceased was returning1

from a visit to her sister (Mrs Walsh, Helensbrook Flour Mills)
when she was taken ill, and before medical ast tance arrived she
had passed away. The deceased, who was relict of the late Mr.Thomas Scanlan, was a native of County Waterford, Ireland, and
had been in the Colony about 20 years. She was about 45 years of
age, andleaves a family of two boys to mourn their loss.

—
R.I.P.

A veryenjoyableemoke concert and supper wereheld at Ryan's
Hotel Kokonga. recently, for the purpose of bidding Messrs.Gillieaand J. Ryan farewell prior to their departure from the district.
About 40 persons werepresent, and Mr. R. Logan presided,Mr. B.
Scottbeing vice-chairman. The Chairman proposed the toast of
the evening,

'
Our Guests,' andMessrs. Gillies and Ryan both re-turned thanks. Severalother toasts were proposed and responded

to during the evening. Songs were contributed by Messra. J.Mathewson, Mann,Monk, Reakes, Amies, Harris, Riley, Robertson,
and Logan,and recitations by Messrs. Scott and Wilson.

A TAIN!dlly Budden death occurred in Dunedin on Friday
evening, when Mr John Hislop, joweller. Princes street, passed
away. Mr Hislophad been ill for some time,but had sufficiently
recovered to come to business on Friday. Whilst speaking to a cus-
tomer about five o'clock he was taken ill,and expired in half an
hour afterwards Mr Hi^lop wanv ttraightforward business man,a
good citizen, and well liked. Us was <SL» years of age, and hadbeen
in business in Dunedin for 3S year*. He was a native of Scotland,
and spent some years on theBendigo goldfield, in Victoria, before
coming toDunedin. Mr Ilislop was married twice,and leaves a wife
and a large family, who have our sincerest sympathy in their
bereavement.

WRITING with re ference to the operation of female suffrage in
this Colony the New Zealand correspondentof the Brisbane Courier,
in a letter dated September 20th, t-ays:

— Icannot point to one
single good result which Ican attribute to the extensionof our
franchise to women. Soji;»l questions are,it is true, rather more
frequently and prominently before the public and thePartiament,
butIcannot find that they arc any more thoughtfully dealt with,
nor canIfind any trace of a raiding of the moral toneof the com-
munity. Politics are no better than they were,nor is the general
level of the House of Representativesincharacter or ability any
higher. Ishould be sorry to say it is lower, but if there is any
difference, it will be fouud to tend in that direction.

Mr. BiLinviN (head-master of the Pydenham State school;
examinedthe Convent schools. Lyttelton. We extract the following
from his report.— 'The Bchool has passed a very satisfactory
examination in most of the pass subjects. The writing, spelling,
anddrawing throughout the school are good. The following were
the results " StandardVI.. 7presented,and all passed;Standard V.,
10 presented,1) passed;StuudardIV., 12 presented,10 passed;Stan-
dard 111., 9 presented,8 passed;Standard 11., 7presented,7passed;
Standard 1., i presented, I pas-ted. The four failures are due to
irregular attendance. Mrs Baldwin reports theneedlework as very
good. Iwas much pleased with the behaviour of the children,
showing that the discipline of the school is satisfactory. Of 70
children on the roll 41) were examined. All the pupilapresented
from the High School passed.'

The borough of Greymouth took over the local gasworks on
October 2 from the company which had run them successfully for
about l}()yearp. At the gathering which took ploce in connection
with the formal transfer Mr. Sheedy. who presided, delivereda
lengthy speech, in the course of which he eulogised the services of
Mr.Kennedy, the manager, who had been in the employment of
the company for over11 years. He said that the companyhad been
very well satisfied with his work. He had been instrumentalin
saving thecompany largesums annually as a result of his careful
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two architects,who, with Mr Petre, were to make an inspection of
the Cathedral, aid present a joint r'port. The Right Rev.Dr.Verdon, and Messrs Callan, Carroll, and Woods were appointed a
committ c to carry out this proposal, and toconfer with theexperts
andconsider the b si means for giving effect to their recommenda-
tions. After the passing: of a vote of thanka to his Lordship for
presiding, the meeting adjourned to a date which will be notified
later on.

so strongly expressed to sweep away existing abuses. They
fancied some good might come out of ihe commotion.
They praised the reformer,patted him on the back, cheered
him on. But when they grasped the import of the new
gospel and saw its results among the people, they abandoned
him in disgust. Among those whose eyes were opened by
the natural fruits of the Evuiujeiwm was the famous
Erasmus of Rotterdam. "This new gospel,' says he, 'pro-
rhipps a now race of men, harsh, impudent, seditious,
quarrelsome, mendacious, sycophantic, deceitful ' (Letter
19). £ i'onueilv,ielision mademen ir,i!d, peaceful,kind in
Bpeech. Those menhave become thieves,cheats, seditious,
slanderers of good men. Isee new hypocrites, new tyrantfl,
but not even a crumb of the spirit of the Gospel— nr miram
quidem evangdicisjiirilus.'* * #

Luther attributed the moral depravity of his followers
to the devil. He always fellback upon the devil when mis-
chief was done. But, assuredly, the new gospel was calcu-
lated to give very material assistance to the devil. AYe will
make no mentionof his laxity in regard to divorce and
bigamy andhis gross opinions on kindred topics. It will
be sufficient to say that Luther told men that good works
werenot necessary for salvation ; that faith or trust was
absolutely suflicient ; that they might sin bravely provided
that they believed morebravely and they should be .saved ;
that,in fact, sin is only a good means of bringing home to
us the consoling convictions and peace of the gospeli; that,
above all things, man has no free will ; that he merely
obeys a rider and does ill or well according as his will is
ridden by God or the devil. Such werethe principles from
"which many were glad to draw the obvious practical conclu-
sions. £o deep were the veneration, for Luther and the
gratitude of the mob for the sweet liberty which the
Evcmgdium gave them, that he said contemptuously of
them :

—
Adombunt strrioranosfra rfjno bnlsamohalrbwit.'

# # *
It is true that decent people guided by the decent

instincts of humanity managed to forget and ignore the
distinctively Lutheran tenets of the new gospel. It is true
that for decency sake they were compelled to substitute a
legendary Luther for the real one. It is true that learned
historians have riddled again and again the Luther myth.
Yet such is the force of religious prejudice that millionsand
millions still adhere to it with unwavering assent, and
preachers can lash them into a Jury of rage whena hostile
linger is laid upon the historic fetish. Poor human mind !
What an illustration of thy dulness and ineptitude.
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