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etrides in every path of religious progress, The dioccesc at present,
has 2 Cathol.c population of 50,000, The See crected at Arichat, in
1844, was subsequently translated to Antigoneth, Here the
Catholics are more numerons than in the parent diocese, numbering
73,000, There are three other suffrawnn dioceses, embracing the
whale territories of Prinpe Bdward Island and New Brunswick, and
having an aggregate population of 180,900,

NOTES FROM TIHE HOUSE.
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PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT.

(From our special correspondent,)

The whole of the sitting on Monday was taken up with the
debate on the Public Works Estimates. Several of the members
complained uf the meagre sums set aside for their reapective dis-
tricts, The I'remier deprecated the ery for more money which had
been henrd from all over the Colony. It was impossible, he saxd,
that the country could go on at the rate scme members wished,
The appropriations for puhlic works this year amounted to fourteen
huondred thousand, but next year, owing to the reduction in the
tariff, there would be & smaller sum available to meet the demands
made, and a loan of two millions would be needed. Personaliy, he
would sooner leave the Treasury benches than land the Colonyinany
such policy. The House conld do eo, but he would be no patty to it.
He hoped the House would not force on the Government a policy of
hesvy borrowing that had proved so disastrousin the past, and he
asked the Press of the Colony to snstain him in that decision, The
Estimates were larger than he approved of, and therefors he could
kold out no hope that further provision would be made in the Bup-
plementary Estimates, They were on safe lines at present, and
shonld leave it at that.

On Tuesday the principal business transacted in the House waa
the consideration of the Public Works Estimates, In reply to an
objestion urged against the importation of rolling stock the
Minister for Railways said that 1000 waggons were being ordered
from England. Tney were to be landed in the Colony by the Ist
January. The 63 railway carriages were being manuafactured in
America. He was opposed to the importation of rolling stock, but
in this case it was inevitable. The 1mported rolling stock would
not be cheaper than that manufactured in the Colany. The railway
workshops were working at high pressure, but they were unable to
overtake the demand for rolling stock. The growth of ratlway
traffic was phenomenal, and ubusaal steps had to be taken to cope
with the business. Te assured membera that the vote on the
Estimates was not a penny more than was wanted. If the trafiic
continued toincrease at the present rate another large vote wonld
be reguired next year. Frow the lst of January there would be a,
completely new set of express trains on the diff-rent throarh hines,
Tenders had been valled for the construction of 50t wagigons by
private firms in the Colony.

On Wednesduy afiernoon the Oouncit by 13 votes to & amended
the Private Industrial School Inspection Bill so that all such insti-
tutions shall cease t) roceive any public grants after 12 montha,

In the House several measures of mme or less 1mi] ortanc e were
ndvanced vt sges and in the eventng a Bill, 1y make the Military
P'ensions Ait apply to wmewbers uf the contingents sent to South
Africa, was read ssecond time,

When the thind reading of the Private Indastrial Schools
Inspection Bili was moved in the Connml on Thursday afternoon
the Hon. Dr. tirace proposed the re-committal of the measure 1or
the purpose of reinstating the words 'as aforesaid ' in clanse four,
He sail . —DBy striking out tae words *as aforesmd * in cinuse four
they made it 1mpossible forabout 200 girls who are at present being
voared in the various convent schools of the Colony to retain their
only homes, It has appesred to me you wake them orphuns for a
second time. It s possible that the Council did not realie this
aspect of the subject. The exact terms on which these pirls ure
educated in the convent schools are these :—Tako St. Juseph's
Orphanagv, ritnated here at the top of the hill, and which I should
be very plad of any hon mewmber would at any time inspect, There
ure altogether ®U pirls in that orphanage, Of this number 35 have
been commmitted to the charge of the nuns, either under the Indus.
trial Bchoola Act. or under particular circumstances, as [ under-
stand, Ly the Educativn Department, Now, the contract which the
nuna undertake, and the duty which they perform is one which I
should like the Counci} thoroughly to appreciate. These children
are sent there at various sres, some of them 1n their infancy, some
at 13, some 8t 14, and some at 16 years, and so on. The nuns
receive contributions from the Government to enable them to feed
these children My hon. friend Mr, Kelly the other day estimated
the averagra sum to be £6 per asnpum for each. Now, in return for
that contribution tbese children are cducured and clothed, They
are put out to domestic service as they grow up, or are
faught a trade. The whole of their oaffairs ure admin-
istered by the nuns until the girls arrive at the age of
21, A strict account is kept of all their earnings when they go to
eervice, or the profits of their work when they ave engnged in indus-
trisl pursuits, The money i1 collected in by the nuns and an
sccount is kept opposite the name of each gir], and at least annaally,
and generally biennially, the whole of thexe accounts ars Lnspected
by & Governmeny officer, in many instauces by the Secretary for
Education. When these girls happen to be cut of serviee, they
enjoy the right and privilege to retire to these convent schouls as 1F
they were their own homes, as, in fact, they are. They remain
there and are taken care of until fresh places ure found tur them ;
their clothes are kept in order and their clothes are purchased for
them., The none are responsible for them, and the whale of their
affairs are regulaterd ns by old-fashioned trustees under old-fashioned
wills, until the girls either marry or attain to the age of 21, Now,
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the effect of striking out the words 'as aforesaid ' in clanse 4 will
be to prevent these irla, about 200, from homyge dealt w.th in these
convent schools (o their very wreat personal hencfit and to the benofit
of the State. Tt has oconrred to me that Lhas position bas not been
thoroughly realised by the Conneil, and that many houw, mewmbers
may huve their minds tuened 1n another direcion 1 feel an in-
jury s being done to the eause of these children apd to the best
interests of this Colony, and to remedy this I now move that the
Bill be re-committed tur the purpose of remstating the words *as
afor-ruid,’

The motion for the re-committal of tha Bill was lost by one
voti.

The most important business transacted in the Houde on
Thuislay was the adoplivi of & motion that 4 ten.porary porerment
be wade with Meswrs, Sprackels and Co, for o countinuance of the
San Fraoci~co mml weevice for 19 wmouths, the new o rvice to be
every three weeks, The Postteaster-Geaeral rend 1he eonditiens of
the contract, which showed that provisiun was rude for a 1b days’
eontract, The company received a sabady fron the Amrigan
Governinent, and this Colony had been asked to contzidbute L3000,
I’eraonally, he did not approve of subsilising the service on tha
conditions contained in the contract. e believed, however. that it
would be in the interest of the Colony to maintain a rapid servica
acroes the Pacific. The Union Company had requested to be
relieved of their contract on the 20th of this month, as they found
they were being squeezed out of the trade, which he regretted, as
the company had carried out the work well as far as Now Zealapd
wasg concerned, e was of opiuion that the Colony should enter
into the contract entirely omts own account, and apart from the
cther Australian colonis, The present service cost the Colony
£12,145, and under the three-weekly wervice the cost would be in.
creased to £15,000. YWhen penny postage came into force the neg
cost to the Colony would be abont £17,000, Instead of 13 vOyages,
the apnual number wounld be 16, and the average length of voyage
from Auckland 1o London would be reduced from 80 to 27 days,

On Friday afterncon there was o painful scene in the Housge,
during which membera not only referred 10 each other in unparlia-
mentary language, but even dragped in the names of their wives,
One member was snspebded for the balance of the sitting,

Several wme.sures were advanced stages during the evening sit-
ting, and the Maori Lands Administration Bill was read a third
time, the House rising at half-past e1zht on Saturday morning,

The House met again in the afternoon, when the Manswatn
Railway Purchasing Bill, which empnwers the Government to enter
into negotiationy for the purcha-e of the Manawatn line, was read a
second time.

The motion for the recond reading of the Crown Tenants' Re-
bate of Rent Bill, which provides for a rehate of 10 per cent. on all
rent paid within ene month of due date, was stoutly opposed by
Aeveral of the town members, who considered the mmeasure unealled
for and unnecessary. ‘Lhe debate lasted unti] rnidnigkt, when the
Bpeaker left the ehaor.

THE FLOWERY KINGDOM,
—
BITS OF CAINA. OLD AND NEW,

A CHINESE JESUIT.
A distingruished member of the Society of Jesus is Pere Laurent
Li. a native Chinese, who, besides being master of his own native
language and lLterature, 13 an nccomplished Latin and French
echolar. 1w s editor-in-chief of ull Chinese pubilcations of the
Order—papers, mapgazines and books,

THE MAIN CAUSE OF THE TUHOUBLE,

Sinee the heginning of ihe troubles with China (says the
Cuthaler Tomes) it has bucome the fashion {n cerrain quarters to lay
the biame for the hatred displayed townrds foreigners by the people
of the Crlestinl Kingdom on the shoulders of the devoted men who
are spending their lives 1n prevwching the (Gospel among the Chinese,
There may, and no one need doubt 1t, have been imprudence on the
part of one missionary or the other. This is to be expected, for no
one need hold that all missionuries are wise men. But it is not at
all clear to our mind that the Chiness hatred of foreigners springs
from the effurts of missionaries to establish the Christian creed in
their midst. We incline to think the argument lies the other way
about; that batred of fureigners leads the Chinese to entertain
hatred towarde the miscionaries, The Chinese have for centuries
been peace-loving people, 1+olated, almost insulated from all com-
munieation with the cutside world, They wish, rightly or wrongly,
to have nothing to Jdo with Europe, or with European manrers and
commerce. Yet urope has forced them to open their ports to
foreign trade, has forced them to allow (he ssle of opium, that corse
of China, among their people, has cut up their territory in slicea,
and has shown them that they will one day be devoured when
Europe consideres itackf healthy enough to digest them, AIl thia
makea the Chinese hate foreigners, and amongst the foreigners come
the wnissionaries,

A TRUE ESTIMATE OF THE BOXER MOVEMENT,

Monsignor Tavier, the Catholic Bishop of Pekin, who appearns,
from the Blue-book just issued. to have been ths only foreigner to
eitimate aright the true inwardness of the Boxer movement, has
hived in northern China for a geueration past, althongh he has only
worn the mitre for a short time. At his episcopal consecration imn
the Cathedral of Nt. Saviour, thers were present 12 foreign repr
sentatives, several members of the Imperial family, the Taung-1
Yamen, the Viceroy, most of the Kuropean residents, and 300
native converts, The Emperor decorated the new Bishop with the
Red Order, fivst class, in acknowledgement of the services rendered
by Mousignoer Favicr for many years in the nortk of the Empire,
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