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TIE WARD BOY.

¢ REQUIRED, a ward Loy for a newly-crected hospital, Apply for
particulars to—.’

The advertisement was read out of one of the local papers by a
friend. Vishnu Bulwunt listening sttentively. He wos a thin, lanky,
lonae-limhed bav about 1= vears of ave, and in the uaual native cos-
tume of the *dhoti,” or waisteoat, and a close cut jacket ; his head
waa destitnte of hair <ave for a little tuft at the top. surmounted
by a small red cap.

'Wah ji! I wonder if they would take me if 1 applied !’ he
said, eagerly. .
*You l'=his companion looked at him with wmazement—‘a

Brahmin, demean yourself by such employment.
thinking of 7 You wiii lose vaste forever,

Vishnu spread out his palme with deprecatory gesture.

‘ What matter,’ be said ; * who can 1t affect but myself, and to
one without sons what can anything matter in this world ! If I
die who will perform the sacred ceremonies necessary to rescus my
soul from hell ! Besides, { am a poor man and eannot live without
bread ; * hat,” if they pay me well I will take the place.”

‘A Brahmin is a mighty god,’ said his companion.

‘1 tell you,' answered Vishnu, impatiently, ‘I am poor, poor,
and if T cannot earn something my family and I will die of hunger
in these bad times.’

¢ What must be, muast.’ assented the other, at last persuaded of
the fatility of argument and with the usual Oriental indifference.

‘I am applying for an appointment myself, he continued pre-
sently, producing a sheet of paper. ° Listen to this—what do you
think of my letter ! It was written for me by the writer in the
Suddha Bazzar. Listen’ He read slowly, translating word hy
word ; the original, in English, 1an as fellows :—

‘Please will you let me know 1f you have any vacancies !
Allow me to inform you that I am offering my services in spite of
the bubonic plague. I am plain, honest, and simple hearted, and
will take the greatest pieasure in obliging you, and, being no new
hand in any position, you wilt shortly find you have no chance of
diamissing me.

*Shabash ! * said Vishnu, admiringly, * That is indeed a clever
letter, and will assuredly obtain a reward ; for myself, I am not
frightened either, and I shall apply for the place to-night.’

When a few houra later Vishnu Bulwunt. redolent of oil and
brushed from bead to foot, stood before the doctor of the playue
hespital. he was met with exactly the same queries as those his
friend had put to kim in the morning.  For a Brahwmin to apply for
such menial employinent was extremely unusual, but he accounted
for this, a8 before, us more or less obhgatory by reason of poverty,
The question of danger from nursing plague pattents he waved aside
with the same reply : ‘T am poor, and the poor man cannot chaose
his lot,” he said epierammatically. * Though I have never done such
wark before, yet I have several times been 1} 1n hospital, ind have
seen how other ward boys do,” he alded anxiouslv. fearingy lest the
qualiication should not be deemed sufficient, The wuges offured
were high, and diverted his thoughts from all else. After a fow
more inguiries the doctor satisfied himself that the boy would suit
(it was not easy to get any volunteers for such service), and it was
accordingly arranged for him to commence his duties,

The hospital had been opened ashort time previously by a large
public body for the use of any employees who might be attacked
with the bubonic plague, then raging in their midat. [t wa<a long.
low, mud-and-thatch building, crected on a piece of reclaination
ground rome two miles up the harbor, the waters of which lay
tpread before it,  Far across on the turther side could be seen the
hils of the Kolaba const, blue green in the dimtance by the day,
where the fierce glare of the sun waa on them ; soft pink and gray
in the misty evening light, Immediat ly behind the hospital, to
which it formed a background. rose a platean fringed with cocoanut
palmes, showing in clear, dark outline against the sky, Their roots
in places overhung the semicircuiar hollow can~ed by recent excuva-
tion, the criwson sotl of which, especially with the glow of sunsct
resting on it, presented the appearance of a still gaping, bleeding
wound inflicted on Nature by the wanton hand of man. Great
boulders of purple rock luy scattered around, alding to the wild
pictureequeness of the spct,—it was very wlent and seyuestered,
higden niore or less from siphts and seunds of the outside world,
and approached by a beaten track which wound round the foot of
the ridge, Inside the bo-pital was wrranged a row ot low iron
bedsteads ; those formed the ~ule furmtnre of the ward, but all was
clean and fresh, ready fur occapation. In the small but close by
lived the native apothecary in charge. wlule the ward buy wat
crouched on his haunches, his chin resting on the palms of his bonds,
the sole living being in the hospital 1tself.

It was midday, and the air was still and Lot. Viehau sat look-
ing across the bharbor, thinkinir over the events of the previous
evening, when, after having «igned an agreement with the doctor,
he had returned to refate the joyful news of his appainunent to the
few remainiog relatives he possessedt,  Hix chald wite huad waud very
little, but her eyes yleamed happily at the 1dea of the small fortone
they would possess when Visinu should reseive the munificent in-
come of twenty ropees a month. ‘And all my clothes, he had
added as a crowning surprisc. The naked brown baby in his wifes

arms was very thin, and Visheu looked at it compassionately,
though of course, beinz only a girl, it could never expect either
affection or consideration in the world, Perbaps 1f he could pro-
pitiate the rods by sacritice some day a sow might be granted him
to Yerform those rites necessary after death to rescue his soul from
hell, Though a Brahmin, and duly invested with a sacred thread,
Vishnu was absolutely ignorant of most things pertaining to his
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religion, 1lis uncle, who had formerly denounced him as idle and
good for niothinyg, now rated him soundly for undertaking employ-
ment, which would bring diegrace not only on himeelf, but on &l
counected with him. Vishou had sorrowlully acquiesced in the
sentence of depradation, comforting himself merely by repeating
now and again : ‘ Twenty rupeea a month and all my clothes given
we. It was a marvellously solacing reflection, and the only one
thal appraled to the poor, half-starved litle wife, who watched him
with reverent eyes. Next morning Vishnu had left the house in
the vaol stlence of duwn, and midday found him at his post at the
plugue hospizal,

Tn i< hnt the apothecary was readine o letter received by the
morning’s post from u friend, an accountant by profession; the
eontonts were as follows -

‘I have been ill and am now recovering ; there is some
wonderful native medicine given me principally for pain in my
side, the drug to be taken cmce a week in boiled flash of tortoise H
this has reduced pain in my side by nbout one-seventh, It was af
first thought that I had the evil sickness of the plagne, but it was
not se, and | hoped to be cared soon by His Grace,’ Then followed
more to the same effect.

‘Bah!' ejacalated the apothecary scornfully—he was a amall,
sleak, very faut (Roanese— nowadays men are so frightened they
think every pain is going to tarn to plague. They have no courage,
none at all, now if I was nervous abont such thinga how shonld I
have taken this appointment " e patted himself complacently
and looked across at the empty hospital. At the door sat Vishnu
looking out over the ses, ‘I don't believe that boy will stay if we
et a case,’ he thoupht, and shook his head sorrowfully in anticipa-
tion of the lad's defection. *Ah| there are not many such brave
men in the worll as I, and again he stroked his pompous littla
person in a gongratulatory way.

Inside the hospital it was cool, dark, and still ; outside the
glare and heat were intense, but the only sonnds were those of the
crows cawing and the copper bird with its one wonotonons note,
*Too-hoo,” * Too-hoo,” * Too-hoo,’ Presently Vishou's head dropped
forward on his knees and he fell asleep,

For 11 whole days the hospital remained absolutely empty.
Every morning Vishnu swept and dusted the wards, after having
firat performed his own ablutions, sbove all the testh cleaning,
whieh i3 an essential part of a Brahmin's obsorvances, The
apothecary in his little hut prew visibly fatter and oilier, and was
almo-t jocular on the wubject of the plague, from which they
seemed mdeed to have a wonderful immunity., There was very
Litle Lo be done all day but to eat and sleep and ask questions of
the few people from the cuter world who visited the hospital,
Now and again an English Sahib would come, accompanied by the
doctor. and, after seeing round the place, expresa satisfaction at all
the srrangementy therein, Vishnu was a part of the arrangements,
and therefore weluded in the general satisfactoriness, The natives
who came omasiunally to eell sweetmeats, or the barber wha
siquatted besde Vishnu under a tree at the back of the apothecary’s
Louge to shave w—trr no Brabmin will shave himself—brought
agcount= ob what was buppening in the city, the latest news of the
plague. the price of grain, and the possibility of a rise or fall in the
rates, and the number of bodies burned at tne principal burning
ghat of the ¢iry , ~nch wformation was imparted in brief oracular
santences.  Ou she eleventh day a patient was brought to the
hospital, almu-c the first tndications of his arrival being the sudden
departure of tho apothecary. who had prayed daily and fervently
that b services tiglit not be roquired,  The sick 1nan was laid on
one uf the nurrow iron bedsteads.,  His wife had come to tend him,
atnd held a buby at the breast—-1t was the great attractions of the
hospitai that patients might bring their own relations to feed and
hurse them and #0 run no risk of pollution by the touch of any cne
belonging to o diferent easte,

Vishnu =t abeun s work cheerfully and did it well. The
¢1e wad a senols une, hat, baving been taken i time, not hopeless.
1na few days the patieut was pronounced out of danger, bat in the
meantime two othor cases bad been admitted.  Another apothecary,
A far better type of man, had been appointed, and the doctor paid
his visuts rezularly three times o day and once at night. He was
al-u a Gauwnese, a clever and not unkind man. The time passed
more quickly with so much to be done, and Vishnu counted
trinmphantly that he now had worked 16 days towards the attain.
ment ¢f I, mouth’s wagis, Truoe, one rupee and a few odd annas
had been advanced bim for food : these must be deduocted ; the
bedunce owing to bim had to be carefully reckoned on his fingers.
IIe bad worked faithfully and well for this, and kad earned the
praise of both docior and apothecary, Not that Vishnu cared much
for words, but sull if thrown in together with other good and sub-
stantial ttangs they might be taken as not altogether worthlesas,
An nstinet ¢f common humanity had led him to be attentive and
patieat with the sick men, who encrally Iny rolled up like so many
mctionless mummies, wuless the delirium was on them, during
wlneh it would require sometimes absolute torce to hold them in
their beds. There was one poor fellow to whom Vishnu was par-
tienlarly drawn by the fact of his being the only patient whose
relatives had not atlended him to the hospital, Moreover the man
was weik and sulfered durning his convalescence from fainting fits,
which hal once or twice seni Vishnu running wildly across for
help, thinking him to be dead, The doctor duly recorded the fact
in tne official report as follows *—

“Buffers from fainting feats ; it is a common occurrence during
recovery amonyg those affected with weak hearts.'

In epite of the - feats’ the man was recovering, and bade fair to
be discharged cured.  Vichnu had confided to him the great salary
he was to draw, and kad been pleased at secing his companion daly
impressed.

* ® »

One evening Vishou sat outside waiting for his dinner, which

wag being prepared by onc of the women belonging to s patient, &



