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THERE is many a gem of thought of purest
THINGS ray serene in the adm:rable papers coantri-
To REMEMBER. buted to the great Catholhic Conpress whose
sittings were recently <o happilv terminated
tn Syduey. Several of the papers will be published in full
our columns,  Among the others we would single out for
honorable mention the admirable paper contributed by the
gifted Coadjutor Bivhop of Hobart on ¢ The Relation of the
Charch to the non-Catholic World in Australin’ © Austrha)’
says the distinguished writce in one place-——and his remarks
apply also in a great measure to New Zealand—' 15 a land ot
peace and gladness.  In s social atmosphere there + some-
thing hke the breath of spring, something that quitkens the
pulse and brightens the eye, thit draws people together m
genal mood and sets them looking ever tor the bright side of
men and things,  No people ave so unwearted i cordial
appreciation or all descert, whether corpurate or ndividual .
and no people e more simcerely symp ahetic in those fealoes
that semetimes surprize the well-meaning,  Such s one Jead-
g quahty of Australian character—a benevolent Lrghine.s.
Such Lkewise is the special claracter generated by the Catholie
Church.  Catholi I'ngland was Berrie England, 11 the
elements which the Church strove to combine wete ot thur
nature aefractory, 1if her ideals were rudely arrested 1 thor
realisation by regal vielence, feudal turbulence, and barenial
greed, nevertheless the all-pervading spinit ot the time was one
of inextinguishable glees  In spite of Lollard  aciimeny,
Chaucer’s times are 2~ gontal as . morming o Moy, Tt was
the same throughout all the nations ot the North an the days of
Cathohic unsty. Lven mto the precmcts of the sancuuy we
trace the radwant humor ot the tune. The great constructie
genius of that age rcdines at every turn o some quant tooch
of hghtheartedness, which shows how suany the heats of the
people miust have bren, s Lot the Cthelie Somh then and
later, its very excess of prety hes been an unpardonalile
scandal to prudes and purnans, and, finaily, even to thes day,
Cathohic Lieland has, 1t v well koown, often touched the
deepest sympathies ot the whole world for the easv cheertul-
ness with which the people bear musfortune not wholly ot ther
own making.’
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The people of these colonics, says the same writer, “are
much mote than tolerant of the Catholic Church.e I hilt a
century the Church has aceumul ited an enormous amoant of
wealth in lands, building-, <uh as churches, presbytenes,
colleges, schools, hospitals, orphanages, homes tor the aged,
the bhind, the deaf and dumb, And the annual cost n the
up-keep of them is almest stagpering, taken in the aparegate,
and considering that all the money, both for foundation and
matntenance, has o come pretty wal fcom voluntary contribu-
tions.  The Catholics of Austrabiy are not curtaunly the depos-
taries ot the nation’s wealth; yet no other denomination can
show an annual expenditure to approach ouls, especially on
works such as schools and orphanages and homnes, which do
not properly fall under the head of rehigious service. No doubt
the Church has within 1ts system an unequalied econonmic
resource.  Our Orders and congregations ol men and women

enable us to cope with difficulties on a vast scale, And the
general body of the Catholic 1uty, especially thowe who work
for their livehhood, are generous, maomificently gancrous, Yet,
when all s said, we must own, and indeed we are proud to
own, that not a little of the money which stands to the credit
ot Catiolic mstitutions cemes out of the pockets of Australians
who are not themselves Catholics.”
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Referring to the number of converts to the Church in these
colonies the same light Reverend writer savs @ ¢ So far as [
am aware, no statistics are kept beyond the baptismal entries,
and these should be separately kept and posted in each parish
to enable us to w1y what the aggregate conversions are each
year.  But enough has come under my personal observation
for some years in two colonies to warrant me in saying that,
taleen ail round, the actual total s reepoctable. Many of these
conversions  are vecasioned by martiage, bat this doss not
abter the fact that for the most part they are genuine. But
what it s nmportant to nate 1» this, that year by vear the
Churel, s drawimnye into her net, or to change the figure, is
teavernuny with Catholictaith an evergrowing number of families
winch tor generations were alien and hostile, 1 have repeatedly
tabulited the names of cindidates for Confirmation 0 many
distnicts, and hive been surprised at the large percentage of
other than uish orgin, - No doubt im most instances the faith
ot the chuldron s due to the Trish mother or prandmother ; hut
the Lict soll remams, and 15 very sgnificant, that the fath is
thu, assimtating maeniad wieh b been ol but refractory,
This Latis helping hleewise to neutr dese the general prejudice
ag unst the Charer as a sort of manenad badee, It has cer-
tunly bern God's wilt to plint tte Church in these coloies
throuuh the agency of tne lush, both priest and people; and
o soal for Catholieny, no Austrabian patriotism calls for the
tepudioen of @ debit registered in the ook of Lite itselt,  1f
the Church is to presper i Austraha <he will be bound not
to torget the ok out of which she has Leen hewn; undutiful-
ness crnnet but deplease Him who attachd o blessing to the
futiilment of the comm andment which Lids us honor our father
and mother. Bat the convetwe trath s cgually important to re-
ricinber, M God his grantd onracce the privilege of planting
His tabernides mothese new Linds, fe has not thereby
entcodted Has inheritanes to us for all tme, Qur glory no man
shall take drom us, but we mist not presume o trespass on
divindy set franchises. No man ever Lived who possessed
warmer human sympathies, stronger race feelngs than St
Pands yet he tought stubborniy ter the treedem ob other races
than his own, whom it was his mession o lead mto the inheri«
tance of the tiuth.  And tor this reason —uwbuh has :1|ways
welghed <o much with the Cathohe Chureh—1 hail wath delight
the rapid enrodment into the ranks of the Catholic Church in
Australia of names that recall the Severn and the Thames,
the Humber and the Twerd, side by side with my fellow-
conntrymen hrom the banks of the Blickwater and the
Shannon, Eaon though Irsh mothers have drawn them into
the Churcli wath cords ol Adam, their very presence helps on
pnportant work @ it sorves to bung anto rohef the Chureh's
Catholioity,’
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“AWhat,” says he in conclusion, ¢ are we doing to help on
the conversion ol Aastralin” A great deal. 1 am quite sure
that nuthing better could be projected to sccure that end than
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