
Piccoloinini, the composer of ' Ora pro nobis,' 'Eternal rest,1
etc., is now in a retreat for the mentally afflicted near London.

Canada's oldest priest, Father M'Donald, of Prince Edward
Island, has passed away,agedB.">.

LordRoberts, in reply to a correspondent,states that he is a
member of thu Church cf England.

A bust of Sir JohnThompson, the lateCatholic Prime Minister
of Canada, has been unveiled at Halifax.

Writing from Paris recently the Rev.Father Phelan says that
Conntess Ca«tellane, the former Misn Anna Gould, is a devout
Catholic, with all the charm and sweetness of the genuine French
aristocratic devotee. Count Boni Castellane is a man of fine
character who stands very high in Catholic circles.

The
'Camelia,' a widely spread flower, loved for its beauty and

fragrance, received its name from George Joseph Cornel, a Jesuit
brother, who wrote about the plants and fish and birds of the
Philippine Islands. This wehave learned from a very interesting
letter upon the

'
Catholic Religion in the PhilippineIslands

'
inthe

September Mewrnyer,recently issued.
Itis announced that the Canadian Government has appointed

the Hon. Edward Blake,M.P., to represent Canada on the Anglo-
Russian Commission, to whichhas beenreferred the question of the
compensation to be paid to the Canadian sealers illegally seizedby
theRussian warships in 1802 In Canada no personality is more
highly esteemed than thatof thiß eloquent andgifted Irishman.

Services rendered during the American Civil War scoured
Patrick Henry Jones, a county Westmeath man, his Generalship in
the army of the UnitedStates. His death the other day inStaten
Islanddrew forth interesting reminiscences of the fine old soldier
and sterling Irishman from the New York papers. During Presi-
dent Grant's stay at the WhiteHouse, General Jones wasPostmaster
of New York.

Referring to the inaugural address of Sir Thomas Esmonde a1
the Young Men's Society Conference in Chester, the writer of 'City
and County Notes' in the Chester Chronicle says he is 'one of the
most deliberate public speakers Ihave heard

—
and Imore than

on^eheard John Bright, who wasreputed to be one of the slowest,
as he undoubtedly was one of the most effective, public speakers.
Sir Thomas has a pleasant platformstyle,and impresses one as a
man whoappeals to thehead rather than the heart. He is amanof
whomany conatituency would be proudas its representative.'

The Kingof recently decorated Brother Amadeus with
the cross of the Older of Charles 111. This noble religious has
founded 2S charitable institutions throughout Europe and Canada.
A working-men's hotel he founded at Charleroi, Belgium, is con-
sidered a model of its kind. A few years ago King Leopold of
Belgium,in acknowledgment of his services, oon'erred onhim the
title ot Officer of the Order of Leopold,and the Kingof Portugal,
in recognition of his good work in the cause of education,made
him a Chevalierof Our Ladyof the ImmaculateConception of Villa
Vicio-ia.

M»dame de Navarro (Mary Anderson) is once again heard of,
and,of coime, doinggood. An

'
M.AP.' reader in Broadway

—
that

quaint little Worcestershire village in the Malvern Hills whichso
many aitis's. and other clever peoplehave chasen for their horne

—
sends Mr. T. P. O'Connor the followingaboutherbest-known fellow-
villager, Maiame de Navarro "She has just returned from Karls-
bad where she and her husband have been staying for thepast six
wetks. After all her past glories on the stage, one cannot help
remarking the quit t, una'-suming country life she now leads.
Devoted to her hu-bmd and her home, she spends a gooddeal in
doii g good to the villagers, by whom she is beloved. No charitable
work is complete m these parts without Mary Anderson, as she is
still familiarly called. To-ilay Ichanced to see her name on a bill
in connection with a grand bazaar which she is to open onTuesday,
August 7th, to raise fundsfor the completionof the Catholio Church
here. Wuh hers I see also the name of thepretty and amiable
Lady Agnes Noel, Lord Gainsborough's daughter. Ihave often
heard the questiongo the rounds, " Will Mary Anderson ever again
appear on the stage /" Ican answer, No

—
ahe has given to the stage

a long farewell. But she retains a keen interest in everything
theatrical. For instance, she is to appear in a charity concert
in the Town Hall of L'vesham on tho loth of this month.'

Eccentricities ot nomenclature in the reporting of theRequiem
at the Italian Church for the late Kingof Italy were(says the Daily
Chronicle) numerous, but the first prize in this departmentwill be
unanimouslyawarded to the Daily Telegraph writer, who conferred
en the presiding prelate,Bishop Patterson,the amazingandabsolutely
original title of " His Graudeur.' In 1850 the 'Gorham Judgment '

drove Bishop Patterson,along with Manning, the Wilberforoes, and
a number of others, cut of the Anglican Church. As a Catholic
prief-t he labored in London until 1870, when he was appointed
President of St. Edmund's College, Ware. Ten years later hia life-
long ttiend, Cardinal Manning, secured his appointment as
Auxiliary-Bishop,and presentedhim with the rectory of St.Mary's,
Cadogan street,Chelsea, where he has resided eversince. Since the
death of Cardinal Manning, Bishop Patterson, who will be 79 in
November, has rarely officiated outside Chelsea. The last time hia
n .me appearedin thepapers was in connection witha bus accident.
The conductor was so sevenly injured that he had to be removed
to the hospital, whereupon Bishop Patterson, who was one of the
pasbengers. acted as his deputy for the rest o£ the journey,collected
the pennies, and punched the tickets to the general satisfaction. He
published abook of travels in the East,and is joint author of a'Life ofPopePius IX.'

favor inallowing me to purchase a shot gun and cartridges. The
wild birds, partridges, and pigeons are as numerousin the vale of
the river Manooas rabbits are in certain distriits of Australia. I
havealready bagged largonumbers, andour rations aremore varied
than they used tobe.

A Boer invitedme into his house one evening about 6o'clock.
He was evidently in a friendly frame of mind. Pie introduced mo
tohis twobrothers and two sisters, brought in coffee andbrandy,
and after a day's shooting Idin assure you the hospitality was
aripr<^;'it ml Thnyill spoke Encrlish The youn<?erman inquired if T
like! music, wasIfondof Schubert, Gounod,orSullivan? 'Iloveall
three,' I"iid and montio-ppdthrcptrmrpnnmpi, withnil of whoupworks
he wasquite fami)lar. He thereupon openedaverypretty organ, and
played extracts from four authors, winding up with the 'Lost
Chord

'
and the

' Wearing of the Green.' The ladies proposed to
play one morceau on piano, organ, and violin. It was from
Mendelssohn, and wasbeautifully rendered. After all, Isaid, these
Boers arenot savages. The family name is Wilsenach. There were
six brothers at the siege of Marking, and after the relief of
that town, they made up their minds to fight no longer. One of
the younger brothers is, Iregret to say, demented, and was not
allowed tobe present at a verypleasantevening Ispent on the banks
of the Marico.

We conversed longabout the British Empire, and Iwas, per-
haps, tooexpansiveinpronouncing its unrivalledgrandeurandpower.'Come into my office,' said my host.

'
There is no need telling me

about your empire,' he said;' look hero
' Iw,iasomewhat surprised

to see English and American newspaper', latest stati»ticn on the
army and navy, almanacs for the year 1900, and in a word all our
official documents. The Boera knew far moreabout v* than we. had
given them credit for. The only mistake my friend madn was in
believing that all the Australian troopers wore emu feathers, a
mistake which probably co9t them Mtifeking. The moment they
perceived the feathers of a few QuetnßlanderHthe Boers thought all
the Australian troops were coming over the hill, and abandoned
their impregnablepositions. The Australians numbered about 100
men instead of 5000!

A PATHETIC INCIDENT.
The Victoria Cross won by Captain Towse, of the Gordon

Highlanders, at Ma^ert^fontein last September, was conferred on
him by the Que nat Windsor. The g-allant captain is totally blind,
having be^n shot in both eyes at Th<iba Mountain, when, with 12
men,he kept off 1"iO liners. He won the V.(!. in an attempt to
carry Colonel Downman. who was wounded, off the field atMagers-
fontein under :>. bail ot bullets. Failing in thin, he reinsiintd by
the Colonel s until h">p cune Captain Towse was ltd into tlie
presence of her M jeMy by his smiV. and.having pinnel on the
coveted cross, the (jueen spoke a tow \w,i>ls of i-ympithy to the
gallantofficer. Her Majesty afterwards conterred the distinguished
Service Medal on Staff-Sergeant M< 'unnell, a young- Irishman, for
gallantry in the Soudan.

THE NUN"1* AT MA.FEKIXO
Writing from Mafeking. June lit!, to the London limes, In-

spector J. 11. W. Ascough says 'A* a member of The B.^ A. Police
unit of the garrisonduring the late --lege Ishall be glad if you
will allow me to txpres^, through the medium of your paper, our
de°p thanks and gratitude to the Mother Superior and bisters of
the Convent whohave so nobly attended to our nek and ivounded
at our hospital,night and day, for the last eight mouths. It is
impossible to say too much for these beloved women
Nothing too much can be done to recompense them for their r.oble
work.' And in giving evidence before the Rojal Commission,
Lieutenant Ryerson stated thit. "Inthe Catholic Convent and St.
Michael's Home everything wasperfect,and thenuns made splendid
Dorses.'

RETURV OF THK DUKE OF NORFOLK

TheDuke of Norfolk and Lord Edmund Talbot ■were given a
welcome of jjre.itcordiality on their return to Arundel from South
Africa. 'Ihe event had been anfeipated with no ordinary pleasure
by the people of theborough, and the most complete arrangements
had been made for the public reception under the supervision of the
Mayor,Rev. K,tther A. McCall and others That their tfforts, co'u-
bined with those of the inhabitants generally, were crowned with
success there was not the <*li^hte^t doubt.

At the suggestion of the Mayor the tradespeople closed thcr
establishments at an early hour to permit of their employees taking
part m the demonstration, and a very large number of people from
the surrounding neighborhood, includingmany fromLittlehatnpton,
journeyed to Arundel to enter into the festivitnb The desire ex-
pressed by the Duke's relatives that he should drive straight to the
Church of St. Philip Neri from the railway station, before any
official reception «;i< accorded to him, was strictly complied with,
and it had the happy effect of bringing the whole of the public
ceremony within a convenient area,extending over a distance of
about 300 sards from the church to the cattle. The several ad-
dresses, though presentedseparately had Iwn ho prep ired that they
might be inserted in albums, whi< h h<id been pio und for the pur-
pose and inscribed 'Addresses presented to his Gract the Duke of
Norfolk, E.M., K.G., on his r.turn from active service in South
Africa,' and 'Addresses presented to Lieuienant-C /loiiel Lord
Edmund Talbot, MP.. on his ret'irn from active service in South
Africa,' the former being bound in blue and the latter in red
morocco. The three triumphal arches erected between the castle
gateway and the Church of St. Philip, were far more magnificent
than are usually seen in tho, county,and the decorationsgenerally
wereprofuse and handsome. The service in the church was pro-
foundly impressive,and the progress of the Duke and his brother
from thechurch to the castle was signalised along the whole route
by ringingcheers. In the evening lhe words

'
Hearty lhanks,' in

large colored letters composed of electric lights, appeared conspic-
uously over one the great towers of the castle, and couldbe read
fromall parts of the town andimmediate neighborhood.
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