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favor in allowing me to purchase a shot gun and cartridges. The
wild birds, partridges, and pigeons are as numerous io the vale of
the river Marico as rabbits are in certain districts of Australia, I
have already bagged large numbers, and our rationy are more varied
than they ured to be.

A Boer invited me into his bouse one eveniog about 6 o'clock.
He was evilently in a friendly frame of mind. He introduced me
to his two brothers and two sisters, brought in coffee and brandy,
and after & dav’y shooting T can assure you the hoaspitaliy was
appreciatad  Thay 4l apnks Enehish The vonneer man nanirerd 381
like't musie, was [ fond of Schubert, Gounod, or Sullivan ! ¢ i luveall
threr” Taid and mentioned three mare names with all of whowe waorks
he was guite familiar. Hethereupon opened a very pretty organ, and
played extracts from four authors, winding up with the ¢ Lost
Chord ' and the * Wearing of the Green.' The ladies proposed to
play one morcean on piano, organ, and vichin. Tt was from
Mendelssohn, and was beantifully rendered. After all, T suid, these
Boers are not savages. The family name is Wilsenach, There were
six hrathers at the siege of Mafeking, and after the relief of
that town, they made up their minds to fight no longer. One of
the younger brothers is, I regret to eay, demented, and was not
allowed to be present at a very pleasant cvening I spent on the banks
of the Marico.

We conversed long about the British Empire. and [ was, per-
hapa, tosexpansivein provouncing its unrivalled grandenr and power.
¢ Come into my office.” aid my host, ' There is no need telling me
about your empire,” he said ; ‘look hero' I wasromewhat surpri-ed
to see Eonglinh and American newspaper: latest statistios on the
army and navy, almanace for the year 1990, and in a word ali our
official documents, The Boers knew far moreabout us than we had
given the.n credst for. The anly mirtake my frirnd miade wasin
believing that all the Australian troopers wore emu feathers, a
mistake which probably cost them Mafeking, The moment they
perceived the featbers of o few Quecnalanders the Boers thouglht all
the Australian troops were coming over the hill, and abandoned
their impregnable positions, The Australians numbaered about 100
men instead of 50001

A PATHETIC INCIDENT,

The Victoria Cross won hy Captain Towse, of the Gordon
Highlanders, at Maver-fontein la<t September, was conferred on
him by the Que nat Wind-or. The gallant eaptain is totally hlind,
having be=n shot in borh eyes at Thaba Mountain, when, with 12
men, he kept off 130 Boers.  He won the V.U. 1n an attempt o
carry Unlonel Downman, who was woumnded, off the field at Magera-
fontein under » hatl of ballets,  Fuling in this, he remained by
the Calonel s stde nntil hep eame Cuptarn Towse wan led into the
presance of her M jesty by e wrte and having pinuel on the
coveted erosa, the (uren spoke a lew wonds of =ympauhy to the
gallant oflizer,  Her Majesty afrerwards conterred the Distigaished
Bervice Medal on Staff-Sergeant M ¢Cunuell, a young Irishman. for
gallantry 1in the Soudan,

THE BUNS AT MAVERKING

Writing from Mafeking, Junc 26, to the London Times, In-
apector J. H. W, Ascongh says ¢ As a membor of the BS A, Patice
upit of the garrwon durtoe the late <iege [ whall be glad if you
will allow me to expreas, throurh the wmeditra of your paper, onr
derp thanks and gratitude to the Mother Superior and bisterd of
the Convent who have so nobly attended to our rick and wounded
at our hospital, might and day, for the last wight months, It is
impowihle to ray ton much for these heloved women .o
Nothung too mnch can be done to recompen-e them for their noble
work.! And 1n giving evidence before the Royal Commiawion,
Lieutenant Ryerson stited thit. ' Ta the Catholie Convent and St
Michael’s Howe everything was perfect, and the nuns madeaplendid
nurses.’

RETURY OF THE DUKE oF NORFOLE,

The Duke of Nerflk and Lord Edmund Talbot wers given a
welcote of great cordiality on therr return to Arundel from South
Africa, The event had been anvcipated with no ordinary pleasure
by the people of the borouph, and the wmost complete arrangrements
had been imsde for the poblic reception under the rupervision of the
Mayor, Rev. Father A, MeCail and nthers  That thewr effurts, com-
biped with thowe of the imhabitant« geverally, were crowned with
success there was pot the shubtest doubt.

At the suguestion of the Mayor the tradegpenple clmed the'r
establishments at an early hour o permit of theiwr employees taking
part 1o the demanstration, and a very large number of people from
the surrounding neyghborhaod, including many from Lattlehampton,
journeyed to Arunilel to enter into the festivitue  The desire ex-
pressed by the Duke's relatives that he should drive straight to the
Church of st, Piulip Neri from the railway station, before any
official reception was accorded to him, was strictly comphed with,
and it had tlie happy effuot of bringing the whole of the pablie
ceremony within s cunvenilent area, extending over s distance of
about 300 vards from the chureh to the castle, The several ad-
dresses, though presented separate’y had bren so prepared that they
mirht be inwrtel in albnms, whith had been pro ured for the pur-
pose and juseribed ¢ Adiresses presented to his Graee the Doke of
Norfolk, E.A,, K.G,, ou his rcturn from active service imn bouth
Africa,’ and * Addressen presented to Lieutenant-C lmel Lord
Edmund Talbot, M P.. on bis return from active service 1n South
Africa, the former being bound in blue apnd the latter in red
moreceo. The three triumphal arches erected between the castie
gateway end the Chureh of St. Philip, were far more magnificent
than are usunally seen in the, county, and the decorations generally
were profuse and handrome. The service in the church was pro-
foundly impressive, and the progress of the Duke and his brother
from the church to the castle was pignalived along the whole route
by rieging cheers. In the evening the worde * Hearty lhanks' 1n
largs color-d letrera comprsed of electric lights, appeared conspic-
uonuely over nne ~f the great towers of the castle, and could be read
from ull parts of the town and immediate neighborhood.
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pPpeople qTHe Tear About,

Piccolomini, the composer of ' Ora pro nubis,” ‘ Etcrnal rest,’
etc., is now in a retreat for the mentally afflicted near London,

Canada’s oldest priest, Father M'Dounald, of Prince Edward
Island, has passed away, aged 55,

Lord Roberts, in reply to a correspondent, states that he is a
member of the Churck of Bndacd.

A bust of &ir John Thompaon, the late Catholic Prime Minister
of Canada, has been unvelled at Halifax,

Writing from Parie recently the Rev. Father Phelan says that
Countess Cartellane, the former Miss Anna Gould, ir a devout
Catholic, with all the charm and sweetness of the genuine French
aristocratic devotee. Count Boni Caatellane is a man of fine
character who stands very high in Catholic circles,

The ‘ Camelia,’ a widely spread flower, loved for its beanty and
fragrance, received its name from ¢(Jeorge Joseph Comel, a Jesuit
brother, who wrote about the plants and fish and birda of the
Philippine Talunda. This we have learned from a very interesting
letter upon the * Catholic Keligion in the Philippine Islands ' in the
September Messenger, recently issued.

It is announced that the Canadian Government has appointed
the Hon. Edward Blake, M.P., to represent Canada on the Anglo-
Russian Commiseion, to which has been referred the question of the
compensation to be paid to the Canadian sealere illegally seized by
the Russian warships in 1802 In Canada no personality is more
bighly esteemed than that of this eloguent and gifted Irishman,

Servicea rendered during the American Civil War secured
Patrick Henry Joues, a connty Westmeath man, his Generalship in
the nrmy of the United States, His death the other day in Btaten
Ieland drew forth interesting reminiscences of the fine old scldier
and sterling Trishman from the New York papers. During Presi-
dent Grant's stay at the White House, General Jones was Postmaster
of New York,

Roferring to the inaugural address of Sir Thomas Esmonde at
the Younz Men's Bociety Conference in Chester, the writer of * City
and ¢‘ounty Notes' in the Chewter Chronicie says he is ‘one of the
most deitberate public speakers I have heard—and I more than
onre heard John Bright, who was reputed to be one of the slowest,
as he undoubtedly was one of the most effective, public speakers,
BSir Thomwas has a pleasant platform style, and impresses one ap a
wan who appeals to the head rather tban tbe heart. He ie a man of
whom any vonstituency would be proud as its representative,’

The King of “piin reeently decorated Brother Amadeus with
the cross of the Ohder of Charies 1II. This noble religious bas
founded 23 charitable institutions throughout Europe and Canada.
A working-men's hotel ke founded at Charlerci, Belgium, is con-
pidered a model of its kind, A few years ago King Leopold of
Belpium, in avknowledgment of his services, con'erred on him the
title ot Officer of the Order of Leopold, and the King of Portugal,
in recopnitinn of his good work 1o the cause of education, made
him a Clhevalier of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception of Villa
Viciosa.

Mudame de Navarro (Mary Anderson) is once again heard of,
and, of courre, dotog good. An * M. A P!’ reader in Broadway—that
quaint hittls Worcestershira village in the Malvern Hills which so
many atlis's aud other clever people have chapen for their home—
senna Mr. L. P, O'Cornor the following about ber best-known fellow-
villager, Malame de Navarre *¥he bas just returned from Karls-
bua where she and her hasbaud have been staying for the past eix
werks,  After all her past glories on the stage, one cannot help
rewarking the quut, ungcsuming conntry Jife she now leads,
13ovoted to her hu~bund and her home, she spends a good deal in
doir g good Lo the villagers. by whom sha is beloved. No charitable
work 18 complele 1 these parts without Mary Anderson, as she is
still familiarly eslled. To-iay I chanced to see her name on a bill
13 connestion with a grand baraar which she is to open on Tuesday,
Auguet Tth, ro rase funds for the completion of the Catholioc Church
here. With hers T see nlewo the name of the pretty and amiable
Lady Agnes Noei, Lord Gawn-borough's davghter. I have often
beard the guesiion go the rounds, * Will Mary Anderson ever again
appear an the stage ! I can anwwer, No—yhe has given to the stage
a long furewell., But she retains a keen interest in everything
theatrical. For instance, she 1s to appear in a charity concert
in the Town Hall of Lvesham on the 15th of this month,’

Eccentricitivs ot nomenclature in the reporting of the Reguicm
at the Italian Chureh for the late King of Italy were (says the Daily
hroneelr) numerous, but the first prize in this department will be
unanimously awarded to the Daily Telegraph writer, who conferred
cn the premding prelate, Bishop Patterson, the amazing snd absolutely
ariginal title of * His Graudeur,  In 1830 the ¢ Gorham Judgment '
drove Dshop Patterson, along with Manning, the Wilberforoes, and
& number of others, cut of the Anglican Church. As a Catholic
priest he labored 1n London until 1870, when he was appointed
Precident of 3t, Edrmnnd's Collere, Ware. Ten yeara later his life-
long triend, Cardinal Manmng, secured his appointment as
Auxiliary-Bishop, and presented him with the rectory of 8t. Mary's,
Cadogan street, Chelsea, where he has resided ever since. Since the
death of Cardinal Manning, Bisbop Vatterron, who will be 79 in
November, has rarely officiated outside Chelses. The last time hia
n.me appeated in the papers waa in connection with a bus accident.
The conductor was so severtly injured that he had to be removed
to the ho-pital, whereupon Bishop Patterson, who was one of the
prscengers, acted as his deputy for the rest of the journey, collgcted
the peunies, and punched the tickets to the general satisfaction, He
published a book of travels in the Eaet, and is joint author of &
* Life of Pope P1us LX)
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