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THE FLOWERY KINGDOM.NOTES FROM THE HOUSE.

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT

(From our special correspondent.)
On Monday evening the Premier informed the House that he

did not thiu'-w it right to join T.winmi i 1:1 sending a iable nit —a ire

the South A'n'can war with a vie*v to lnfl'iem mg tin dec*ions.

character.
The House uot through a good deal of business onTuc-diiv
'Ihe New Zealand Consols, Mielland Railway Authorised \rei

I/ind Settlement, Government Loans to Local Bodies, l.ncoui.i^i-
incut ot Fisheries Rotorua Town Council, Manual and lechiucal
Instruction, and We-t Coast Reser\es Settlement Bills were redd a
second time,put tluough committee, and finally passed The Maori< ouncils Bill passed its second reading,and was referled to the
\ati\e Ait'.urs (JoinmitU'e.

On Wednesday afternoon the Premier informed the House that,
inaccnrd-ince with the general wish ot themembers, he had cabled
to Lord Roberts the congratulations of the House on his birthday,
and receiveda reply stating that he ami Lady Roberts weie pleased
at tli>' compliment,and saying thatho would always be proudof
hivingunder his command the bra\o men sent to South Airica by
this Colony.

Later on Mr SeddonRaid that some anxietyhad been cxpres«td
a=; to whatday would be proclaimed as Peace Day. It was not pos-
sible to say when the present guerilla warfare would cea-e, and as
the Transvaal and Orange Free State had been annexed there would
probably be no formal declaration of peace. The Government had
considered the matter, and, with a view to giving duenotice to the
Colony, they had fixed the Prince of Wales' Birthday, the 'Jth
November,as the date foi the celebration.

The Representation Bill, which was read a first time on Wed-
nesday, proposes to increase the membership of the House by six.
all of whom will go to the North Island.

The eveningsitting on Wednesday wasdevoted to consideration
of the Lands tor Settlement Act Amendment Bill and theElectoral
Act Amendment Bill.

An Opium Prohibition Bill was read a first time in the House
on Thursday. Several measures were advanced stages, and the
Electoral Bill in committee took up the whole ot the evening
Bitting.

Immediatelyafter theHouse meeting on Friday afternoon Mr
Seddon read a copy ol a cable sent by him to Lord Roberts congra-
tulating him upon his appointment as Coinmander-in-(huf. and
expressinga hope that he ere long will ha\c command oi all the
military forces of the (Empire. Lord Robert" m his i< ply luartily
reciprocal d a ho;u thnt the office will ere long w.ciui'e all the
military for< os ot the Umpire.

The l'rt nr.ei ga\e nonce to move tint a Royal commission be
appointed to impure into the de-ir ihility of Xlw /"aland federating
\\ith the \u-trahan ( omuionwe.ilth.

In th'1 e»cniii-T the loreign Insurance Companies' Deposits,
nndCi.il Se l\ ili 1 \.anuation Bill* pa—ed then hiial sage

On NitnuKiy nioininr the, li<>u-c unit into onm.itue on the
Private Industrial Schools ln-pt«.tie>n and liniu-tt i il Schiols Act
Ainendiri nt lj.ll A dett riuinid >iu<iiipt was made by Messrs
iMil'ar, Ru-stll. Atkinson, llut<herein, .md others to ainei,<l tin Bill
in the uiieitio'i ot w ithdidwmg all lioMrimitin a-si-tancc from
priva1c indu->tiial mJiooU. '1o .Mr Mlllar b< longs theniibiou- ck dit
of getting an anic'idme-nt mtrodiii ed wliKh Wutild hu\r this effect
weieit not loi a ti clinical iirot.

On the motion for the third reading, the Piemier nd the
responsibility tor the st( p that had hi en t iken m the Bill would
1..M with the -e \\ho had made it. 'I he < lovci iin -in would 540011
piying money to these schools as longa- the pppri'pnation la^ti d.
Some of tbe-e schools hai erectt 1 building- on i.he anmuta'iding
tliat chiMnii sht.nlil be commit el to them,and if State aid v\ as
now withdr.iwii thiy had a pert.ct right to computation The
i!nrd reading wasagreed to on tin.' \oices. and the Bill \>^ id.

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS

The anmnl report of Ihe Agricultural Department was pre-
sent'd to Parliaim nt during the wc<k. Froi.i itIlearn that the
averageyu Idof \s ht.it per ncre 1 ,st h ir\e-t \\ a- clo->e on .'_' bu->hel-,
and that of oat- marly fl bushels. Time were lt>u.) acies le-s of
potatoes grown. \< t from the pneisnow ruling the area s, < ins
inc\ci-s of our rto,nucmpnts. '1he attempts to eridicato phylloxera
have bien bucce-stn' Small bads are increasingat an planning
utc. The poultry branch is nnetmg with the hearty support of
settlers. The dunyiiig industry has made rapid wtrides (hiring the
la«t season, b'uur showing an increase of "■'>.. >l.<cwt, valued at
JLl(|7.2iti. The grader*' reports on butter are now unnersally
act cpted as the b»-i- of all sales. Prices for meat exported have
b^en fomewh.it better for mutton and lamb, but there is still room
lor improvement. The clip of wool was goeid. and satisfactory
it turns are looked for Cattle show an increase of '.'! 1"■, and cows,
etc., tor d.iiry purposes increast d by 21,722. Horses show an in-
crease of ">1!1. Ihedemand for draughts is still unsatisfied.

A correspondent of the Cutholir Tumi nports the death atBrest, at the age ol 7". of Admiial O'Neill. J'he deceased ollioer
■was of lush extraction, lie was for v tune at the head ot the
Torpido Depirtmmt of the French army, andafterwards nerved in
the Mediteriancau squadron.

BITS OF CTIINA,OLD AND NEW

BISHOP AN/ER IN ROME.
Mgr. Anzer, Vicar-Apostolicof Southern Shan-tung (writes a

Rene correspondent under date August 1">), isspending a few days
iti Itrniic nri Vu'o wiv hwW to Chin \ Inill nr^h'thilitv hi« Lordship
will prolong his stay here until news reaches him that it will be
T»n«kiVil(> fur Inn *■'"> T-fitrn t 1t\\n u,»nnn (if }p^- truwt-nM''1Ibora, which
is now completely cut off from the coast owing to the insurrection.
Mgr. An/er has had several long interviews with tin- heads of Pro-
paganda Fide, in the archives of which Congregation he has depo-
sited importantdocuments tending toprove that the Boxeruprising
has been carefully prepared and is still secretly supported by the
Imperial authorities laminformed thatBishopAn/sris preparing
a lengthy report on thecauses and possible remedies of the present
troubles, to be submitted to the Holy Father.

THE BOXERS AND THE CHRISTIANS.
The Key.Father Steenackers, of the Missions of Scheut, contri-

butes to the Jlii nt (Ifnorah' an article in which he analyses the
causeof the disturbances in China, and places the responsibility
where it should properly rest. There is, he remarks, no solid
foundation for the statement that the missionaries have brought
abnut the troubles. The Chinese are not ho devoid of reasoning
faculties asnot to come to the conclusion that their land was being
gobbled up by birds of prey. National sentiment is not absolutely
dead amongst them, and when they saw one place after another an-
nexed, they felt that the best course wouldbe to clear out the
foreigners at any cost. This,and not religious fanaticism, has been
the SHcret of the uprisings. If, observes Father Steenackers, the
Boxers have been fighting for a religious idea, whatreligion do they
think imperilled by the missionaries— Confucianism or Buddhism?
The Boxers are like the mass of the Chinese, who enumerate a list
of gods and good andevilspirits,but, in the true senseof the word,
venerate none. The only really national religion which the Chinese
practise seriously is ancestor-worship To this cult themissionaries
offer no opposition, except when it degenerates into superstition.
Indifferent to religion, tho Chinese are hostile to Europeansbecause
they know they are annexationists. If the missionaries have lost
their lives,it was not for having preachedChristianity, butbecause
they were natives of Europe or loved it.

FRESH DISASTERS.

CAIHOLHs IN I'CKI.V.

The Mus'tont Cathahques, of Lyons, publishes a despatchan.
nouneing fresh disasters in the much-tried provinceof South East
Pe-Chili. Six priests have been murdered

—
FathersFink, Gaudiß-

sart, Meveux,Cesard, Gissiger and Kieffer. The mission has been
destroyed. Jhe same paper contains an announcement from the
"-up-rior of the foreign Mis-ions at Paris with regard co the assassi-
nition of the missionaries — Fathers (Jeorjon and Leray in Southern
Minehuiia. A telegram from Shanghai states that live German
mi» uionaries were massacred onAugust 3, at Tai-Niug.

According to information obtained at the the legationofMgr
Martinelli, apostolic delegate to theUn'tedSlates, (says anAmerican
exchange) there are Ss.'Ho Catholics intheprovinceof Pekin, which
Inn a population ot 12 uuf),ooo. Bishop Alphonse Favier, Vicar-
Apostohc, succeeded the late Bishop John Baptist Sorthon, to whom
ho was coadjutor for several yeirs. Bishop Sorthon died in May,
1*'.<!). BishopFavier wai born inFrance in ls.iS. He has beenin
China many year?. lie has as assistants 2A Europeanand 2-t native
mi-«ionariep. There are 22 residential parishes in theprovince of
lVkm. Five arc in the city of Pekin and two are in Tien-tsin.
There are It'll)stations, not residential, whichare visited by mission-
ane- ;>") churcliPH, II.") chapels and 107 oratories. In the city of
I\km are two In the provinceof Pekinare 133 elemen-
tal} Catholic schools. «">'.) for boys with IHjK pupils,and 64 for jriris
wllh IM'.) pupils Tnere is in thecity of Pekinan academy for boys
\wlh 1 1"> students

InTien-tsin there is a college for Europeans with20 boarding
students , also anormal school and a school for catechists. There
:ue two hospitals m IVkinand one inTien-tsin. In the provinceof
Pekin are two homes for old menand two for old women.

In the city of Pekm there are two orphan asylums and three
pharmacies, ami there is one pharmacy inTien-tsin, There are also
in the provinceseven asylums for pagan orphans.

In religious institutions there are 44 Lazarists andsix European
and 4 7 native Trappi«tb. Of nuns there are 32 Sisters of Charity
having four houses in theprovince, and 53 Sisters of St.Joseph,all
of whom are natives.

THE CKACE OF MARTYRDOM

One of the martyred missionaries (writes a Paris correspondent)
is the Rev. Pere Edouard Agnius of the Society of Foreign Missions,
who has lately fallen in Manchuria. An episode has just come to
light concerning him, fehowing that while etill a seminarist he
prayed for deuth for his faith at the hands of theheathen. It is
relatedof him that in IS!)I,while studying for the priesthood at
the Petit Serninaire of Oambrai, he made the Novena of Grace of
St. Francis X xvier for a special intention. When asked what that
intention was he replied in a manner as is said never tobe for-
gotten 'It is that Imay obtain the grace of martyrdom.' He who
gives these [details to the Cnnx dv Xord says: 'His prayer it
answered. Ican understand the sorrow of his tamily but for him
Icannot grieve.' Another of the recent martyrs in Manchuria is
the Rev. Ptre Jules Bayard. He too belonged to the Society of
Foreign Missions and to the diocese of Caniorai. He left France
for China on the 6th May last. Leavinga widowed mother behind
him, he tried toconsole her by his letters. His last letter to her is

[Thursday, October 11, 1900.4
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