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NOTES FROM THE 1TOUSE,

PRCCFEDINGS TN PARLIAMENT.

(From our special corre<pondent.)
On Aonday evening the Premicr miormed the Tlonse that he
did not thne 1t mght 1o jomn Tasman e i sendings aooalle nossace
Il RS 1T f .

oo the Thonn Do 3o wolaatadatn o thoas o 1 . I
the Bouth Atrican war with & view to inthiens e the dections,

The Lusiae 2 biowsacwed Qurs e bhie cocn, [
character.

The House oot throuch o grood deal of busine~s an Tue~davw

The New Zealand Consols, Midland Railway Authorved Area
Land Bettlement, Government Loans to Local Bodies, Luvoniag -
went of Prsheries fiotorna Fown Council, Manval and Jechnieal
Instraction, and West Coast Regeryves Settlement Bslls were read a
recoiid time, pat through commitiee, amd finally possed  The Maoori
Counals Wl passed 1t= second readine, and was referred o the
Native Affars Committee,

On Wednesday afternoon the Premier informed the MHouse that,
in acenrdanee with the general wish ot the members, he had cabled
to Lord Koberts the coangratulations of the 1fouse on his birtlulay,
and recorved a reply stating that he and Laily Reberts were pieased
at the comphiment. and saying that he would always be prond of
having umler fil= command the brive men gent to South Atrica by
thix Colony.

Later on Mr Seddon said that some anxiety had been expressad
ne to what day wonld be proclanued as Peace Day, 1t wus not pos-
sthle to say when the present guoerilla warfare would cea-e, aud as
the Transvanl and Orange Free s tate had been annesed there wounld
probably be no farmal declaration of peace, The Government had
vonuidered the matter, and, with a view to giving doe notiee to the
Colony. they had tixed the lrince of Waley Dirthday, the Uth
November, as the date for the celebration,

The Kepresentation Bill, which was read a first time on Wed-
nezday, proposes to merease the memberchip of the House by =ix.
all of whom will go to the North Island,

The evening sitting on Wednesday wiu- devoted to consideration
of the Lamiis tor fettlcment Act Amendment Bill and the Electoral
Act Amendment Ball,

An Opium Prohibition Bill was read a frst time in the House
on Thursdey. Scveral measures were advanced stages, and the
Ilectoral Bll in committee took up the whole vt the cvemng
pitting,

lmmediately after the [Touse meeting on Friday afternoon Mr
Reddon rewd u copy ot o cable sent by lmm to Lord Boberty congra-
tulating hiwm upon his appomtment as Commander-in-Cho fooand
expresring a hope that he ere long will have commarnul of all the
military forees of the Empre.  Lord Hoberts i hsvoply hartily
reciprorated a hope that the ollice will ere long prcinde all the
miittnry forces of the Dmyare,

The 'renner gave notee tn move that a Roval commission be
appotated to guire wite the desrabeliny of Now Zealund federating
withh the Va-irddnen b sonmonweahty,

In Ui voemins the Poragn [nsarvance Companies” BDeposits,
and Cral =orvoo Daame atoon hills pased then hnal wrages

On Satendny wornie the House went min ommittee on the
Private Twdiistoial Schoods Inepection and Lrdnstrid Sehieols et
Awendrone Bl A determiinad ciccmpt was wade by Misars
Millar, as=cll Sdaneson, Huts heson, anid others to wmend the Bill
m o the daectnon of withriawine all Govermment w-~=tunee trom
provaendustinal schoolss To Mre didlar belones the nubious crohit
of petting an anendiment antroduced whinoh wonld bave this etfect
were 1L uot boroa veheul oror,

On the monon tor the third rewdmge, the remier <ad the
responsthility for the step that had been ken e the B3l would
1e~t wath the-e who had made 1, T he Govert oot woulid go on
paying money 1o these schools as long as the sppropriaton Lastod,
ome of these ~chools hal erecic 1 buldding~ ou ve nnaoct oo
that ehillron shonld he comuot el o theo, and of Stete nnd was
now withdrawn they had w pertoet right to componsation The
third reading was ooreed to on the vorees, and the Bl pas od,
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LOBDY GO=x11 AND NEWS,

The annual report of the Avricultural Department was pre-
sentod to Parbanwnt doving the weeke Fromoat Llearn thut the
averaoe yiobl of whoat per gere Lot horvest was elose on 2 hushiels,
and that of out~ mearly §1 bushels,  There were Lond acies lews of
potatoes rrown, 3ot from the priecs now roling the srea scoms till
1 cvecsof eur roguirement-, “The attewnpts to er sdicate phylloxera
bBave bon successtn’  small binds aree anereasing at an alarming
tate.  The ponltry braneh s mcetng with the hoarty support of
settlers,  The detrying andustry has made rapid strndes durimge the
last seasan, bawter showing an increase of SO tdewt, valued st
A0 2ons The graders’ reports on lutter are new universally
accepted a9 the b of all sales. Prices tor meat exjported have
bren romewhat betrer for mutton amt Inmmb, but there 14 <ull room
for bmprovement, The chip of wool was goud. and satisfactory
1eturns are Looked for Cattle show an mnerease of 91175, and cows,
ete., tor dairy purposes, increased by 21,722,
crease of 5T

Horses show an in-
Fhe demand for draaghts 15 #till un-atisfied,

A correspondent. of the (wtholer Tomes reporta the death at
Brest, at the ape of 70, of Admnal O'Neldl, Phe dectared otticer
was of Irish oxiraciion,  1le was for a tuwe at the head ot the
Torprdo Department of the French army, and afterwards served 1n
the Meditertancan wjuadron,

[ Thuareday, October 11, 1300.
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BITS OF CIIINA, OLD AND NEW.

BRISTIOP AN/ER IN ROME,

Megr, Anzer, Viear-Apostolie of Southern Shan-tung (writes a
Rawme vorrespondent under dare Angust 15), 1 speniling a few doys
i Rome on hia wawy haek to Ching Inoall nrohahility e Tardship
will prolong his stay here until new- reachies bim that it will be
vracthlo foar him ta vatnen t the aeonn of hic aposralic Tihare whioh
is now completely eut off from the coast owing to the insurrection.
Mygr. Anzer bas had several long interviews witn the heads of Pro-
paganda Fide, in the archives of which Congregation he has depo-
sited important ducuments tending to prove that the Boxer uprising
ha~- heen earefully preparett and 1~ st1ll secretly supported by the
Imperial authorities T am informed that Bishop Anror is preparing
a lengthy report on the causes and possible remedies of the present
troubles, to be submitted to the Holy Father.

THE BOXERE AND THYE CHRISTIAXNS,

The Kev, Father Steenackers, of the Missions of Scheut, contri-
butles to the 1w (iéneralv an article 1n which he analyses the
canse of the disturbances in China, and places the responsibility
where it <hould properly rest. There iz, he remarks, no solid
foundation for the statement that the missionaries have brought
abut the troubles. The Chinese are not so0 devoid of reasoning
faculties as not to come to the conclusion thut their Jand was being
gobbled up by Lirda of prey. National sentiment {8 not absclutely
dead among-t them. and when they saw one place after another an-
nexed, they felt that the best cour-e would be to clear out the
foreygrners at any cost.  This, and not religious fanaticism, has been
the srcret of the uprisings. If, obuerves Father Steenackers, the
Boxera bave been firhting for a religious idea, what religion do they
think imperilled by the missionaries—Confucianizm or Buddhism ?
The Boxera are like the mass of the Chinese, who enumerate a list
of pods and good and evil spirits, but, in the true sense of the word,
vencrate none, The only really national religion which the Chinese
practise serionaly ig ancestor-worship To this cult the missionaries
offer no opposition, except when it degenerates into superstition,
Indifferent to religion, the Chinese are hostile to Europeans becanse
they know they are annexationists, If the missionaries have lost
their lives, it was not for having preached Christianity, but because
they were natives of Eurcpe or loved it.

FRESIf DISASTERR.

The Musgions Catholigues, of Lyons, publishes a despatch an.
nouncing fresh divasters in the much-tried province of South Esst
Pe¢-Chili, Rix priests have been murdered—Fathers Fink, Gaudis-
~art, Meveux, Cesard, Gissiger and Kieffer. The mission has been
dewtroyed.  1he same paper containy an anncuncement from the
~up_rior of the forcign Misaons at PParis with regard co the assasei-
mution of the missionuries—Fuathers Georjon nnd Leray in Southern
Manchutia, A telegram from Shanghal etates that five German
sul=sionaries were ma-=pcered on Angust 3, at Tui-Ning,

CATHOLIC~ IN PLEKIN,

According to information obtained at the the legation of Mgr
Martinelh, apostolic delepate to the Un ted States, (3ays an American
exchanaoe ) there are 35640 Catholwes i the provines of Pekin, which
has a poepulation of 120000, Bishop Alphonse Favier, Vicar-
Apostolie, surcedded the late Bishop John Baptit Sorthon, to whom
ha was eoadjutor fur sueveral yeirs. Bishop Sorthon died in May,
1=459.  Bishop Favier was born in France wn 1%4%.  He haa been in
China many years. e has as a=gistants 23 Huropean and 24 native
nmi~asionarier. There are 22 residential pariahes in the provinee of
Pekim. 1ve are in the city of Pekin and two are in Tien-tsin,
There are 160 stations, not resilential, which are visited by mission-
atie= 30 churebien, 115 chapels and 107 oratories, In the city of
I"kin are two ~enainaried,  In the province of Pekin are 133 elemen-
tary Uatholie schools, 69 for boys with 1168 pupils, and 64 for giria
wirh 1320 ppls Tuere is o the ¢ity of Pekin an academy for boya
with 115 studente

In Tien-tsin there 19 a ¢ollege for Eurcpeans with 20 boarding
students, also a normal school aud a school for catechiats, There
ate two hospreals in i'ekin and one 1n Tien-tein,  In the province of
Pekin are two homes for old men and two for old women.

[u the ity of I'uvkin there are two orphan asyloms and three
pharwnacies, aud there 1s one pharmacy 1n Tien-twin, There are alao
11 the provines geven asyluma for pagan erphans,

Tu religons institutions there are 44 Lazarists and six FEoropean
and 47 native Trappi<ts, Of nun< there are 32 Sisters of Charity
having four houses 1n the provinee, and 33 Sisters of 3t. Joseph, all
of whom are natives.

THE GHACE OF MARTYRDOM,

One of the martyred missionaries (writes a Paris correspondent)
is the Rev. Pere Edouard Agnius of the Society of Foreign Missions,
who has lately fallen in Manchuria, An episode has just come to
licht comecrning bim, showing that while still a seminarist he
prayed for deuth for his faith at the hands of the heathen, It is
related of him that 1 1391, while studyiog for the priesthood at
the Petit Seminaire of Cambrai, he made the Novena of Grace of
st Francis Xoavier for a special mntention.  When asked what that
mtentlion was he replied in a manner as is smd never to be for-
gotten ‘It iv that | may obtain the grace of martyrdom.” He who
pives theee [details to the ¢'recr du Nord says: *His prayer is
answered, 1 can understand the sorrew of his tamily but for him
1 cannot prieve” Another of the recent martyras in Manchuria ie
the Rev, Pure Jules Bayard, Ie too belenged to the Seciety of
Forvign Missions and to the diocess of Camwvrai. He left France
for China on the 6th May last. Leaving a widowed mothar bebind
him, ke tried to console her by hia letters. His last letter to her is
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