
of settling these troubles between empires and employerssaveby this oldand brutal method. The New Zealand Indus-trial and Conciliation laws may be open to criticism, st.il theysave us from the unpleasant consequences of 1i')or conflu tswhere might is right, and the pirty which h is thy greateststayingpowers gams a doubtful v.Un.y. No wonder th a theworkers organs in the United States are holding up our lawsfor the settlement ot disputes between c.ipit il and labor to the
aurnir iiiori vi liic people of ;],,; t^;. r̂ .r-,,-1 -,r, ,|,,n,1,,,-|,rMrthat similar enactments should be pl.Ya-d on Uncie Sam's
statute book. With whir never pany n-^i!,,. Vll iu. y ... j;industiial depute the worker and his wife and family ate sine
to be the sufferers. U is a time of enforced idleness, when
labor and capital are unproductive. The master may not be
in.ik<ng money, b-it this does not interfere with the comfort tilhis wife and family,but the worker's household must feel thepinch, and many of the necessaries of hfe will have to be done
without in these times of trouble. In 11 \"ars, ending lSg-.,
there were i1,300 strikes, involving 4,000 operatives, in theImted States These caused a loss of close on jTt.o.oou 0.-o.In less than half the strikes the workers succeeded, but at aloss of nearly /,y>,000,000, the loss of the employers beingabout halt thatsum. The loss to each operativeon" strike wisabout £ i.>,and each master In 1897 there were 864strikes in the United Kingdom, affecting nearly a quarter ol amillionworkers, and the loss to labor was enormous. In themiddle ages, which are spokenof with such contempt nowa-days,strikes werepracticallyunheard of. They are, however,a very ancient methodof industrialwarfare.

The earliest strike that we have any record of occurredover threeand thirty centuries ago. Pharaoh was building anew Templeat Thebes. The masons received very little cash,
but a quantityof provisions which thecontractor thought suffi-
cient was handed to them on the first of eachmonth. Sufficient
or not, they mostlyate it before the timehad elapsed. On oneoccasion many of them had nothing left quite early in themonth, so they marched to the contractor's house, before
which they squatted and lefused to leave until justice was
done. The contractor persuaded them to lay their distressbefore Pharaoh, who was about to visit the works, and he pave
them a handsome supply of corn,and so all went on well forthat month. But the same state of things recurred by the
middle of the next, and for some da>s the mm struck work.Various conferences took place, but the men declined to do a
stroke until they were g.ven another supply of food. Theydeclared lue cle-ks elicited them, used false weights, nr,d soforth, familiar enough complaints even in this century,und< r
the truck system. The contractor not complying with theirdemands, ihe> I'linhul to the of the cit\, to lay
their gn< v.tnc.i , tit f.)u hi-n, and hi- tiled to g( t them to return
to work b\ -mootl, words, but th.it was no use and they
masted cm ii.ivinq tood. At 1 ist, to <: -t rid of them, he chew
up an order fur torn on th< pubi.e gian.iry,and .lie strike was
at an end

According to some authorities the British
A RMiLKF. peoplehave been endowed with many virtues

denied to their less fortunate Contnient.ilneighbors. It is a good old hnglish ma\im ttru it is not fair
to kick a man when he is down. Now and again we drop
acioss exceptions to this rule, and that, too, wh-re we would
least expect it. The Kmrth Kst.-te of the realm, which pudrs
itself upon being the mentor of the nation in all that is highand noble, sometimes falls below the high standarduhich .£.
sets itself to teach. And when thc-e in exaltedstation err cm
we blame the lowly if they follow the bad example of then-
betters. W'hen^ the first batch of Boer prisoners arrived in
Colombo the F.uropean newspapers let themselves loose in
describing their unwelcome visitois. They had a sort of war-
dance over the fallen enemy, who were dest nbed as '

the scum
of the scum of 1-urope.' 'nil i.ttt,' ' despeiadoes,' etc. Theoccasion certainly was not one in which, any man would look athis best, even an editor, after a twehc months' camp ugn,with kw opportunities lor attending to his toilet, mi^htlie
seen at a disadvantage under the circumstances. The epithets
used we ie, to say the lea^t, uncharitable and so contrary toall accepted idea> of the treatment which should be accorded
to a fallen foe, that Sir Wist Ridgeway. the Governor of
(eylon, look occasion at a public leatheringa few daysIUer to
administer a timely rebuke to the offending journals. Theapplause with whith his Hxcellency's remaikswere receivedshowed that his audience agreed wi'h Ins sentiments. '1 lie
Biitnh colonists of the land of tr>,i and cinnamon were notprepared to sacrifice all their instincts of chivalryby approvingof the conduct of the local Prt-ss towards men who wirenot in
a position to defend themselves. After a few introductory
lemarks regarding the 'very harsh words' which hadbeen applied to 'lie lion prisoner-,, his I'xcellencv
went on to siv

" ''ihey will l>-- licit* d exactly as our
s .Idier-,, and they deserve that treatment because they aresolclieis, and bi.ne -oldiers, who l\'i\e fought as theybehe\td for then country, rind, therefore, they deser\e to be

The followinginteresting paper, entitled a 'Statistical view of theCatholic Church,' contributed by Mr. M. G. Mulhall, the eminentstatistician, was read at the Australasian Catholic Congress:The population of the World in 1898 was estimated at 1,450millions,of whom little more thanone-third wereChristians, via :—

We find that more than one-half of mankind is still envelopedinI'.i^aniMn, aid the degraded tenets of Mahomet hold ewayamong1

many of the principal States of Asia and Afrira. If weproceed to
clarify all Christiana under threeheads, they will be found tostand
thus —

In the preceding table the terra Greek Church is used tosignifyRussian Greek*, all portions of ftreck rite in union with the See ofRome beingclassified a-< Roman Catholics. Under thehead of Pro-
tes-.ta.nts are indued more than one hundred different seotfi, whoprofess one or other form of Christianity ;in a word, all whoare
not Roman Catholics or (Jreeks. These Beets differ bo widely from
one unoiher that some can hardly be called Christians ;some, forexample appear to deny the Divinity ofChrist, others to reject* tha
rnvHtt-ry of the Holy Trinity. Meantime, if wo assume all classesof Protestaita to form one religion, their total number in relationto that of Roman Catholics would be an two to three.

It would be interesting to ascertain, if po Bible, which phaseofChristianity, Catholic* or Protestant, increase* numerically the faster.There em bo no doubt that the principalProtestantnations, such
u^Great Britain, Germany,and the United StatedStates,are advaa-
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treated as soldiers On the whole, they have been generous
enemies,and they havetreated our prisoners well,andIdonotknow, Ihave nevrr heard, that our prisonersendureda wordof insult during their mc ireeration in Pretoria. It is said,of
touise, I know that these are not all Boers, they compriseIrish- Americans and Kuropeans,and very harsh words andepithetshivebeen applied to these men. I am not going todiscuss the question whether the subjects of a neutral Stateoin-ht to hLrht the battles of another nation. Englishmen some-
time- do so, but 1 understand th.tt these men, tnese Kuiopcti.-.,

■"-> ill r-n.-n of rfspedih\\ it v who most of them occupied posi-
tions and had been employed for some years by the iransvaalGovernment, and I have the word<>! the officer associated withthem that they are men whose conduct hasbeen irreproachable
since they have been under his charge, and no prisoner, no
IS.>er, Huropean — othcer or m,m— has given the slightesttrouble through the long and tr,mg voyage to this i,land.
But even if it were not j-o these men have fallen;they are atour feet, they are at our mercy;,mdIsurely need not appeal
to the chivalrous and generous sentiments which ought to
animate an enlightened community when Isay that weought
to treat at least with silent respect men who are in misfortune,
men who are in trouble, in the hour of their defeat, and areseparatedfrommother, wife,home, child, andsweetheart— andrefrain from any ungenerous word or thought which would
aggravate or add to that trouble or provokeresentment,inflamethe aching wound, and, worst of all, retard for one moment thedawn of that brightday which we all hope and prayfor whenthis dieadful war will be at an end, when peace willbe pro-claimed,and when Boer and Englishman will live, work, and,perhaps, fight side by side under the British flag.'

STATISTICAL VIEW OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH.
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Europe
America ...
A-lrl
Afrii'a
Onauica ...

Christians.
:m.r>oo.ooo
12H.400 000

12 C>oo,ooo
4 ionooq
;" Too 000

Mahomedans.
6,G00,000

ion 'flo,ooo
m\ imo 000
24,71)0.000

Jews.
6,f.00,000

200,000
400,000

Pagans.

1,300.000
667.800,000
91,000 000
4,400,000

Total .".01,G 'O.OUO 17H 800,000 7.100.000 7(54,500,000

(. athohcH.
United Kingdom .1.400,000
France ... :t7 700,000
Germany . . IsC.itO ojo
Ru^ia . 8 .ion.Doo
Austria-Hungary 33,8')0 ()«)()

Italy 31,10(1000
Spam-Portugal 22 700,000
Sc.iu hnuvi.i .. 10,000
Kt-lm mi \.Holland 7,1)1)0,000
llv v innnia.

Greece, eLc. I.'JUO.OOo

Protestants.
,H,7(/(M)0O

700,00(1
:i270OO0U

,-t ioo.ouo
■(,100,000

f>o000
io.ooo

!' 2(Jo,oilo
2,710,000

4,130.000

Greeks.

78.800.000
.'1,300,000

12,400,000

Total.
40,100,000
33,400,000
:>1,300.000
8.'),200,000
41,200,000
31.160,000
22,710,000
y 300,000

10,700,000

18,430,000
Europe . IC7.".00,000 It:,500,000 89,500,000 348,500,000

Patholicß.
Europe . l<j7,.';dO 000
rnitnl States 'J,1)00,000
Canada .. .. "J.looooo
SpanishAmeric.i 4r>.0i)l),00o
West Indies 2,.Vi0(ion
A'l^trulia .. '.) jo,ooo
IMiilippiue-*. etc. ."i,7'ioo ,o
Ahia ... . .'! loo^too
Africa il,7ooo()0

Proteitants.
'.n.."ioo.ooo
»i2.300,000
2,150D000

100.000
I.l()0.OOO
J.!*O0,0O0

'JoO.Ooo
700 000

1,700 000

Greeks.
8y.500,000

8,800,000

Total.
348,500,000

72,200,000
4,900 000

43,700,000
3,600,000
3,800.000
5,'J00.000

12,600,000
4,400,000

The World 210,000,00M 1(13,300,000 98,300,000 001,600,000


