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writer, and the indiscriminate scissors-and-pnste of the
thoughtless or malicioushack journalist.'

We trust that we are now at length on a fair way to the
form itionof such an association as that which was projected
by the editor of this p-iper. The suggestion was favorably
entertained by the Catholic newspapers of Australasia. Two
meetings of the representatives of nine out of the ten Catholic
weeklies of these colonies was held at St. Mary's, Sydney,
duung Congress week, and, as a result of their deliberations,
the following circular has been issued to the whole Catholic
Press of Australasia

—
'At a meetingof the representativesof the Catholic news-

papcr-. of Australasiaheld at St. Mary's,Sydney, on Saturday,
September is. l<>"", hi-, Grace the \rchbishop of Adelaide
being in the eh nr

— the lullowmg icsolations were unanimously
adopted :

—
1 i. i'hat a Catholic Press Association be formed for the

purposes o! in) obtaining < ccasionallv news Iroin London on
impirtint ( athohc nutters, (h) circulating the same to all
'iflili.itc<l journals. I. i promoting the common interests of
(. athohc journ ihsm in Vustial isia b\ *■ ucli otlur means as may
beheicaiter determined.'

-'. Ihat agencies be formed in London and Adelaidefor
the puipose of givmgetWct to the above resolution.'

}. Th it the entrance ice to the Associition be fi\.ed at
/,' , and th.it the expenses ot carrvmg out the before-
mentioned objects be borne by the affiliated newspapers in
equal proportions.

'4. That the Adelude agency consist of the directors of
the Southern Cross.

5. 1 hat the Rev. 11. W. Cleary, editor of the N. Z.
Tvbii r, be empowered to make inquiries regarding the
woiking, expends, etc., of the Association,and to make pro-
visional arrangements, and to submit the information thus
obtained and the provisional arrangements thus made to the
Catholic newspapeis of Australasia.'The "Most Reverend Chairman announced, amidst
applause, that at a meeting ot the hierarchy held on the
previous evening at St. Mary's the assembled prelates cor-
dially endow d a resolution passed at a preliminary meeting
ol the n-pic sei.t itives ot the C athohc newspapers of Austrlasia,
inquesting the aid ot the hierarchy and clergy in extending the
circulation ot Catholic new-papers inevery ( athohc home.'

All this is a good beginning. We wish the projected
Association a speedy entrance into active existence, a vast
e\tinsion of its energies, a long career,and a full and over-
How ing measure ot success in the cau^e of truth and justice.

From time to time we have been under the
proposed unpleasant necessity of applvmg the cat-o'

C\tholic press nine-tails to the epidermis of «the cable-
association. demon. Scarcely a month passes but the

varlet is guilty of some grave misrepresenta-
tion of Catholic incident or principle,and so drearily persistent
has been the l>ing of this son of Ananias that the N.Z. T\ki.ft
has time andagain pointedout the urgent need of forming an
association of Catholic journalists, partly for the purpose of
meeting andnailing his calumnies, but likewise with the widi r
and tuller scope of pintly arranging tor receiving authot it itive
correspondence from the headquarters ot ( .tthohc ( hnstiamtv,
and from Dublin, London, and elsewhere, ,md ol engaging
under the most favorable conditions the htmu^of the bt st
available talent for special at tides on subv-'( to t \it il mil ,t

-
1

to the Catholic body at large.

Some weeks ago--on the occasion of the grauc us presen-
tationmade tohim — theeditor oi this paper made the idlcming
remarks :

'
Incountries of mixed religions, such as these, the

Catholic Church was, more than any other,made the target ot
all sorts of misrepresentations and calumnies. This torceda
special function upon the Catholic newspaper " to reiute
slander, to wipe away from the fair face of their Mother
Church the mud which is Hung upon it, frequently, no doubt,
more from ignorance than from mere wantonness or conscious
malice. A Catholic editor might be, like himself, by natural
temperament and acquired habit,a man of peace ,but higher
interests at times demanded that he should become, so to
speak, a mild t^pe ot the fighting editor— that he should itpre-
sent in his person the (hurch militant, and, going down to
battle, like another David, with the simple, well-rounded
weapon of truth, brain the Goliathof calumny. Perseverance
in such a courseof action by a well-equipped Catholic Press
would hasten the comingof that good time when attacks and
misrepresentationsot that kind would become rare,and when
Catholics could atlord to treat them with moie indifference
than in the present citcumstances was prudent or even possible.
From time to time they had the fact unpleasantly forced upon
their notice— by cablemessages and otherwise

—
that the main

channels of intelligence weie in the hands of associations that
are hobtile to the Catholic Church, livil reports were flashed
over the electric wires and were at the endsof the raith while
truth— slow-footed but sure

—
was drawing on its boots and

rubbing the sleep out of its eyes. At piesent the runnmerot a
calumny to earth was usually a slow process, sometimes a
costly one. And so it would remain until they were wise
enough to learn a lesson from their non-Catholic friends and
form a leagueof Catholic journalism—

or at least ol English-
speaking Catholic journalism— somewhat on the lines ot the
Prottstant Press Associationand the Protestant Press Agency,
which were formed for the specific purpose of furnishing the
newspaper Press with correspondence of Protestant interest.
That was one way in which Catholics could more effectually
than at present protect themselves against the recklessness of
the cable-rigger,the back-wounding pen of the hostile Press

Thi.y do things on a very big scale in
strikes. America. Their trusts, corners,sky-scrapers,

and millionaire^ are the wonder ot the slow-
going European nations. Their latest record in the way of
big things isa colossal strike ot anthracite miners in Pennsyl-
vania, where ioo.ooo men have struck for an advance of
wages. Taking- a low averagethis industrial disturbance will
alfect halt a million person-., a number more than half the
populationof this Colony. With all theirboasted progress the
peopleof the United States have not as yet devisedany means
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