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Frou time to time we have been under the
PROPOSED unpleasant necessity of applying the cat-o'
CATHOLIC PRESS nine-tails to the epidernus of dhe cable-
AS50CIATION, demon. Scarcely a month passes hut the
varlet is guilty of some grave misrepresenta-
tion of Cathaolic incident or principle, and so dreartly prraistent
has been the Iying of this son of Ananias that the NVZ. Tanrrt
has time and again pointed out the urgent need of forming an
association of Catholic journalists, partly for the purpose of
neeting and nailing his calumnies, but hkesoise with the woker
and luller scope of jointly arranging for recerving authentitive
correspondence from the headquarters o  athohie Chrstramty,
and from [Dublin, london, and clhewhere, and of envagiing
under the most favorable conditions the wervces of the Tt
available talent for special articles on subyzeis ot vindbange oot
to the Cathohce bady at large.
» L] *

Some weehs ago --on the nccasion of the giaccus prosen-
tation made to him—the editor of this paper made the tellowiny
remarks : ¢ In countries of mixed religrons, such as the-e, the
Cathelic Church was, more than any other, made the target of
all sorts of mirepresentations and ealumnies. This tereed a
special function upon the Catholic newspaper - to reiule
slander, to wipe away from the far face of their Mother
Church the mud which 15 flung upenat, frequently, no doalst,
more from pnorance than from mere wantonness or conscious
mahice. A Catholic editor murht be, hke himsell, by natural
temperament and acquired Labit, a man of peace, but huther
interests at times demanded that he should become, <o 1o
speak, a nuld type of the fuhtng editor—that he should icpre-
sent 10 tus person the Church mibitant, and, going down to
battle, like another Dawid, with the simple, well-rounded
weapon of truth, bramn the Goliath of calumny.  Perseverance
in such a course of action by a well-eguipped Catholic Prewe
would hasten the cemings of that good time when attacks and
misrepresentations of that kind would become rare, and when
Catholics could atiord to treat them with more indifference
than in the present ciicumstances wis prudent or cven pus=ible.
From time to time they had the {act unpleasantly lorced upon
their notice—by cable messages and otherwise—that the main
channels of intelligence were in the hands of aswociations that
are hostile to the Cathelic Church, vl reports were thished
over the electric wires and were at the ends of the earth winle
truth—slow-footed but sure——was drawing on its boats and
rubbing the sleep out of its eyes. At present the runmng ol a
calumny to earth was wusually a slow proces<, sometimes a
costly one.  And so it would remamn unul they were wise
enough to learn a lesson from therr non-Catholic friends and
form a league of Catholic journalism—or at least ol Fnglhish-
speakmg Catholic journalism—somewhat on the dines of the
Protestant Press Association and the Protestant Press Agency,
which were formed for the speafic purpose of furnishing the
newspaper Press with correspondence of Protestant aterest.
That was one way in which Catholics could more effectually
than at present protect themselves agamst the recklessness of
the cable-rigper, the back-wounding pen of the hostile Press
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writer, and  the indieniminate  scissors-and-paste eof  the
thoughtless or malicious hick journalist.”
» » »

We trust that we are now at length on a fair way to the
form wtion of such an as-ociation as that which was projected
by the editor of this paper.  The sugoestion was favorably
entertuned by the Catholie newspapers of Australasia.  Two
meetings of the representatives of nine out of the ten Catholic
weekhies of these colomes was held at St Mary's, Sydney,
duting Congress week, and, as a result of their deliberations,
the tollowing arcular has been issued to the whole Catholic
Press of Australava —

* AL meeuny of the representatives of the Catholic news-
papers of Auctralasia beld at Sto Mary’s, Sydney, on Saturday,
September 15, 1gen, Ins Grace the Archbishop of Addlaide
e n the dhinr--the tollowing tesolutions were unammously
adopted « -

‘1. Thata Cathohe Press Association be formed {or the
purposes ol (a2} ebtammy ccasionally news from London on
importint Catholie matters, (n) vrculatine the same to all
aftitiated pournals, 10 promoting the common  mterests  of
Catbiohe pournidien m aastabsia by cuchiothe cimeans as may
be hercatter determined.

o0 That avencies be formed 1in London and Adelaide for
the purpose of gnang elicct Lo the above resolution.

30 That the entrance toe to the Associttion be lived at
4 , and that the expenses ol carrying out the before-
mentioned objects be bomme by the affiliated newspapers in
cqual proportions.

‘3. That the Adelude agoncy consist of the directors of
the Southern {ross.

5. Ihat the Rev, 1. W. Cleary, editor of the N. Z.
Taprer, be emposered to make inquiries regarding the
wothing, expensss, etc, of the Association, and to make pro-
victonal arrangements, and to submit the information thus
obstatned and the provisional arrangements thus made to the
Catholbic newspapers of Australasia,

“The "Most Reverend Chairman  announced, amidst
applause, that at a meeting of the hicrarchy held on the
previcus evening at St Mary’s the assembled  prelates cor-
diafly endorerd a resolution passed at a prehminary meeting
ol the representtives of the Cathelic newspapers of Austrlasia,
toguestmys the and of the hierarchy and dlergy in extending the
airculation of Catholic new-papers i evory Cathehie home,’

All this is 2 good begioning,  We wish the projected
Ascocation a speedy entrance into active existence, a vast
extonsion of its enerpies, a long career, and a full and over-
Huwing measure ol success in the cause of truth and justice,

Trry do things on a very big scale in
Amenica. Therr trusts, corners, sky-scrapers,
and mullionaires ate the wonder ot the slow-
going European nations.  Their latest record 1n the way of
Lo things 15 a colossal strike of anthracite miners in Pennsyl-
vanl2, whore 100,000 men have struck for an advance of
wages,  Taking a low average this industrial disturbance will
affect halt a milhon persons, a number maore than half the
population of this Celony. YWith all their boasted progress the
people of the United States have not as yet devised any means
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