the children. Closely protected from competition, State
education 1n New Zealund, ke all protected articles, is,
there is reason to believe, extravagantly costly as will as
defective in quality, and there is difficnlty in understanding
how a remurkubly practical community fail to realise that
this is the rase, and shat the old proverh “o hetle learning is
& dangerous thing’ has special appheation so the fuolure
gitizens trained—if the word cun b aptly used—in the
publi: scheols of New Z aland  Wenre not now takine
the ground of the tetal absence of rehirions Leening, 1n
rogad te whieh, our oprmions wre noowepet b we naaert
that the secular instruction, which i3 vaunted to be so per-
fect, is very much of a fulure, 1gnoing altogetner most
important subjects, and by no means tending to the intel
lectnal devilopment of the pupils und the independent
exercise of their natural faculties, Lo s indeed snificant
that alter the lapse of all these years smce the Education
Act was pised, and the continual flonrish of trumpets over
the brilbantly successful resuits, the Premier of the ('olony
should consider it to be hia duty to bring down a Bill {we
quote the title) *To muke better provision for manual,
technicul, and commercial education.’ With his practical
sagacity the right honorable gentleman has ever since he has
been in his bighly responsible position recognised the more
glaring defects of the est blished educitional system and its
inefficiency for the intended purposes. and has endeavored to
remedy this so far as to make provisions for the manual and
technicul Instriction of the youth of the Coleny.
» L} L}

Because, however, he refused toexcludefrom the benefits
of such provision children attending other than State
Schools, he has becn subject to bitter opposition, up to the
preseattime been defeated in hisefforts, and no comprehensive
measure of reform has been effected.  The Muinister for
Education in his last report rewurks with regret that
nothing has been done in the matier. It is not, he says, in
the improvement of mannal processes ‘alone that the gencral
introduction of manual and technical training would prodoce
good reanlts but in the gradual recasting of the whule educa-
tional system that it wouid invelve—in the more complete
adjustment of our intellectunl and practical life to our actusl
environment, which an enhghteaed scheme of this kind would
certainly bring about.’

*

* ®

In moving the second reading of the Billl the Premicr
confined himself to biiefly explaning the more mmportant
operative provisions,and was atonceuattacked, as noted above,
by Mr. MEREDITH. who, with dramatic fervor, expressed his
conviction that *the terrors of denominationasm lmkad
under the harmless-lovking clauses,” und declared himself
the uncompromising enewmy of any propesal to subsudisc
instruction of any kind given 1w other than the Stale
schools. In replying on the debate us a whole, Mr. ~npnox
took the member for vshiey sharply to task for the narew-
minded illiberality of hus views, taunting him also with the
conspicuons ignorance he had dwsplayed as to the circum-
stances  If, suid vhe Premier, they were to depend upon
the Edunecation Boards for rechnical instraction, they would
have none at all except in the schools al Wanganui and
Weliington.  He intended. hie said, to put the Bill on the
Rtatute- Book this session in spite of the obstinate opposition
of certain members,

- - »

In the form in which is has passed the Honse of Repre-
gentativer, the Bill practically precludes Catholic =chools
from advantages umder ils provisions, The croy of the
measure is that * every controlling authorivy of classes under
this Act {uot buring school classes) shall be entitled to
receive, by way of capitation, payment out of the publ e
funds in respect of the attendunce of pupils” at classes {or
manual instruction, technical in=traction, or at continuation
classes. ¢ Coutrolling autbority’ is defined to mean the
Education Board or the governing body of a seconlary
school and of a universizy college ; and * secondary school’
means a sccondary school named in Part I of the first sehedule
to the Bill. ¢ University Coliege’ means a college aflibated
to the University of New Zealand, and named in Purt IL
of the sume sctedule. Neither part of this scliedule con-
tains the pume of a Catholic educational institution. We
have consequently no concern with or interest in the details
of the measure beyond in so far that it purports to remedy
& strikiog defect in the State educational system.
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The annual secial in aid of 3t, Joseph's Orphanage takes place
o otho Hhatr r Rinke an Dntohar 17

In cormction with the Ol1 Buye’ Literary Society Mr. Reichel
will chortly gchirer o leetnre on * Electriciey and will illnstrate it
by some 1nteresting €xperigients,

Bev Father Alusworth is to assint the Rev. Father 0'Shea until
the return of his Grace the Archbishop from Sydney. Their next
missi m will be held at Otaki.

His Lordsh:p Bishop Grimes, Very Rev. Dean Kirk, Right Rev,
Mor, O Hetdiy, ana Rev. Father Ainaworth arrived in Wellington on
Tuursday frum Sydney. Mr. M, Kennedy, who waa slso attending
the Congress, returned by the ateamer Waikare,

A very enjoyable sovial evening was spent by the members of

of St, Mary of the Anpels’ choir and their friends av Spiller’s Hall
on Tuesday evening  Two very fine selections were given by S,
Mary's orchestra. The Rev. Fathers O'Shea and Tymona (Palmer-
ston) were among those present.
The tramways were handed over to the City Council on Monday
last, The amounut of the cheque handed to the company's represen-~
tative was £14.332, The councillors rode the whole length of the
line in a decorated car, and in honor of the event the public were
granted free use of the service for the remainder of the day.

The Marist Brothers' Old Boys' Literary and Debating Society
held its weekly meeting last Thursday, Mr. J. Kays in the chair.
Rome very interesting and humorous rendings were given by the
members, At a8 meeting of the O0ld Boys’ Committee, held after
the debate, it was agreed to postpone their annual picnie, owing to
the celebrations to be held in Wellington on November 9,

I regret to record the denth of Mr. Moses McCarthy, of the
Cambridze Mote}l, Wellington, Hailing from the sonth, where he
was known as an ardent nthlete, he settled in Wellington eight
yvears ago. His funeral, which wag one of the largest seen here for
suome time, took place on Sonday last, the service at the chnrch
being conducted by the Rev, Father O'Shea, and at Karori by Rev.
Faih: r Moloney. As the funperal left ths church the organist, Mr.
D Kenny, played the - Dead March.! Deceased was 38 years of age
and unmarried, — £ £, 17,

The fuotball match between the juniors of 8t. Patrick’s College
aud the bays of the Mari-t Brothers' School, played last Wednesday,
ereated considerable stir among the pupils of both institutions,
The ¢ollege tenn ways drawn principally from the ranks of the pre-
paratory school. In the first spell the Marist Brothers' boys had
mueh the better of the game, but in the second half the collega
boys' combiration and seperior knowledge of the game, combined
with judicions handhoy of the team, left them winners by 14 pointa
to three,  For the colleye, Ahfeld, who played a dashing game aa
wing forward, and J, McDonald were most conspicuous, whila for
the lorers J. Mahar and Walsh showed good form. The match is to
become an aunual one, .

Untel Thursday last, when Rev, Father Clancy received a letter
from one of the Fathers there, nothing bad been heard in New
Zealand for over 10 months trom the National College at San
Simon, Colowbia, ~outh Awerica. The college 13 conducted by the
Matst Fatters aml «ons quently grave anxiety was felt for the
satety of the profu-<ors and ~rudents doring the eivail war which
broke out 1 the State about 12 months ago, It new appears that
the retnor students were cilled on to defend the Government, and in
the ¢ ounters which ensued seven of their number were killed and
11 woundid  The protersors, who escaped univnjured, acted as
chaplaios ad ambulane: bearers to hoth sides, At the time
the lettrr was written great hopes of peace were entertained, the
triumph of the Governwent buing practically assured.

On Monday and Toenday evenings last the Marist Brothers’ 01d
Boys DramaticClub stayul the three-act comedy, *“Time will Tell," Bt
Patrick's 1lall, 1o which the entertainment was given, was well
fiilul on both oceaziens, The proceeds, amounting to £10, will be
devoted to the purchsse of scientific apparatus for the Brothers'
gchool. The following was the east of oharacters :—John Carr, Mr.
G, Adums : Dake of 8t, Lozelr, Mr. J. Flanagan; Lord Fayniant,
Mr J Furiong ; Mr. Specklebury, Mr. T. Marshall ; Smart, Mr, J,
M. Norden ; Lettice Grey, Miss L. Contessa ; Count Crzernocaki, Mr, J,
M Yike: Thomas Cledworth, Mr. D. Kelly ; Lord Adolphus Vanrrien,
Mr. J. Guthrie ; Edith Ravenshaw, Miss E, Reid ; Lettico Green,
Mi-~ A, Scanlon, The scenery for the piece was painted by Messrs,
Hoskine and Ruasell and reflected great credit on the artists. I may
mention that these pentlemen gave their services gratuitously, an
act for which they were heartily applauded by the andience. The
entertainment passed off very succesafuly, The Rev. Father 0'Shea
uddressed a few wourds to the audience and on his motion a hearty
vole of thanks to the performers and scenic artists waas carried by
acclamation.

The Hon, Dr. Grace, M.L.C,, on whom practically the whole
management of the Tramway Company has rested for the last fow
yeurs, was entertained by the trustees of his late partners at a
dintir 1o the Empire Hotel on Tueslay last, Mr, T, K, McDorald,
representing the Greenfi ld estate, occupied the chair, and after
reterring to the good fellowship which had existed between the
trustees and their goest, pudd a tribute to the business ability of
Dr, Graee, and said that the citizens of Wellington owed him a debt
of graticude. He had much pleasure in handing Dr. Grace, on
behalf of his co-proprietors, a service of solid silver plate as a mark
of their appreciation of the many services rendered and the great
consideration always extended to them. The presentation plate
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