
him the gift of faith, we cannot determine. All we know ia thatGod only requires the observance of such primary precepts midonly for such a time as it ia morally possible for the infidel toobserve. The time of probation may vary mu.-h according to thecircumstances in which the individual is placed, and the t-mpta-tionß he has toencounter. One thing is certain, that God will notallow any one tobe temptedabove his strength, but will make nNowitn temptation issues so iu<*l Lo will be U, 1.-v ? rf C "
X. 13).

- '""
If, then, the infidel üb«ervea the Naluial Law foi tl^ tai.orequired,and thereby does what is in his power, bod will infalliblylead him, in someof the ways already indicated, to such faith as isnecessary for salvation. If, on the contrary, he should violate theNatural Law,God may leavehim in his infidelity,and his salvation

ia rendered impossible whilehe continuesin that state
'

'<ut w iih-out faithitis impossible to pleaseGod. For he that cometh toGodmust believe thatHe iB,and is a rewarder to them that seek Him '
(Heb.xi. 6).

Insuch a case theinfidel is justly punished, not on account ofhia infidelity nor onaccount of his being outside the true Church,
for his infidelity and consequent separation from the Church aresupposedto be inculpable,but onaccount of

THE VIOLATION OF THE NATUBAL LAW,
whichis voluntary and culpable.

There nowremains only onecase connected withnegative infidelswhich might create some difficulty. We may suppose the case ofan inndel dying before the term of his probation had expired,andalso beforehe had violated any grave precept of theNatural LawIt is true that the greater number of theologians deny the possi-bilityof such a case actually occurring. They believe that Godwill not allow any adult infidel who has not violated the NaturalLaw to die till he receives the grace of faith. They quote in proofof this assertion the axiom already cited, and another of similarimport which declares that God deserta no man till He is firstdeserted by him. Nevertheless,we may consider what the resultwould be, as some theologians consider the ease possible, and asitwill serve to illustrate on the one hand the absolute necessity offaith for salvation,and on the other hand the absolute freedom of
« [n*etlulnnß: any conditions he pleases,without the fulfilmentof which the free and gracious gift of the Beatific Vision cannot beenjoyed. If,then,such a case should arise, the condition and pro-specta of such aninfidel would be thesame as if he haddied before

coming to the use of reason— in other words, the condition andprospects of all infants who die before receiving Baptism Thisbrings us to the last stage of our enquiry, namely, the fate ofchildren who die unbaptized before they come to the use ofreason.
Eveninthis case we shall see that the justice of God is tem-pered by His mercy. He has not abandoned these little ones tosuffer pain for sins they did not commit, nor has He left theafflicted parents of such children without solid ground of hope andcomfort. To them theCatholic Church speaks in the lan"ua»-e ofthe Apostle: " We would not have youignorant, brethren,"concern-

ing them that are asleep, that you be not sorrowful as others whohave nohope.'
Our final paper, then, will deal with the case of unbaptisedinfants. l

"

WANGANUI.

Diocesan News

Below we (Wanganui If,raid) publish the namesof and the
marksobtained by the candidate from the Wanganm Convent who
entered for the fnnity College musical knowledge examination,
he.d here some months ago. i'he lister- are to b ■ congratulated on
thehigh percentage obtained by their pup;l->. all of whom weresuc-
cessful in passing. It will bu noted th.it in the Junior Pass two
candidates obtained within three of the possible, while another
obtained D(.out of l(H) in the Intermediate Pass. The results were
as follow .— Senior Honors— Minnie Barne,..o marks. Senior Puss—
MinnieBarrie, marks;Adelia Doherty. 72, Mary O'Connell, <i,S;
Maud Steedinan, t>l. Intermediate Honors

—
Elhe Moroney, 87 ;

Otelia Links. 7tv Intermediate Pans— Julia Flynn, 96; Kathleen
Galpin, '.U;Maggie MeCulloch. s>, Mary Tyinons. 7^. Junior
Honors— Lily Dal/iell, 88 ; Maiy Crowley, .^:? ;Maggie MeCulloch,
<;.'*. Junior Pa.ss— Bridget O'Connel), '.>7 ;Emily Gibbons,D7;Ellen
Crow ley, M, \tiny Hyde, 77 , Kate Oldham, 75.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON.
(Fromour own correspondent.")

September I.
The amount cleared at the farewell social given to the YenArchdeacon Devoy was £4.",. This is tobe devoted to the school*.Iregret to learn that Mrs. Garvey, wife of the governor ofMountCook prison, is veryseriously ill.
Rev. FatherGoggan's medical attendant found it necessary toperform a slight operation onhim last Saturday, lam pleased tohear that the patientis now progressing satisfactorily.
Prominent at his Excellency the Governor's banquet to veteranswere several localpillars of the Church,notably the Hon.Dr.GraceInspector Pender, Messrs. Cashen, Reardon, andSheridan.

' '
The Very Rev. Dr. Pestre had bo far recovered as tobe ableto preach in one of the churches in Sydney before leaving forEurope.
Solemn High Mass was celebrated at St.Joseph's Church onSunday last, the feast of the Holy Name of Mary. Rev. FatherHills was the celebrant, Rev. Father Maiioney deacon, and RevFather Bowdensubdeacon. The music of the Mass was Farmer's inB. Vespers weresungby Rev. Father Clancy and the sermon waspreached by Rev.Father Moloney, the text being, 'And the Virgin'sname wasMary.'
The weekly meetingof the Marist Brothers' Old Boys' Literaryand Debating Society was held last evening, when Mr. J. Kaysoccupied the chair. The following original papers were read bymembers:'Temperance,'Mr. C. Gamble ;'Should liquor be allowed

intoKing Country,'Mr. D.Gibbs; 'i'he advantages ot a LiteraryandDebating Society,' Mr. H. McKeown; ' Importance of physical
exercise in the education of the young,' Mr. E. FiUgibbon ;and'
What books we should read,' Mr. P. McGovern. Aninterestingdiscussion followed the reading of each paper. The next meeting

willbe devoted to
'Readings from Authors.'

Exceptionally disagreeable weather prevailed on Wednesdayevening, when the social, organised by themembers of St.Joseph'schoir in aid of the organ fund, was held in the Skating RinkDespitea regular downpour there were about 20<> persons present'

(From our owncorrespondent.)
September 13.

In the annual report presented to Parliament this session ontheHospital and Cnarita^e Institutions, the followingappears:
—

'Coromandel Hospital was visited on February 27. There were
four male patient*, and four women. Sister Mary Agnes, anurse
trained in St. Vincent's Hospital.Sydney, is in charge with two
attendant Sisters, a wanNman. anda cook-laundress. The hospital
is bright, clean, and excellently managed. Dr. Bell is well eati«fied
with thenursing skill of the Sisters, and patients speak gratefully
of their general attention.'

Special services were held last Sundayat St. Benedict's Church.
Anumberof children receivedtheirFirstCommunion at theearly Masa.
After High Mass there was Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
which was continued all day. In the afternoon the children
renewed their baptismal vows. In the evening his Lordship the
Bishop administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to about I.jO
children. The large church was packed to the doors, the whole of
the centre portion being occupied by the children. His Lordship
after theceremony addressed the children, and reminded them that
they werenow enrolled as soldiers of the Cross, and hehoped they
wouldever provestaunch and true. They would read in these war
times of the bravery of the soldiers, let them all emulate their
bravery andrally round the standard of the Cross, and they would,
everprovegood Catholics and citizens. The children were prepared
for their First Communion and Confirmation by Rev. Fathers
(Jillan, Darby, and O'Hara, and the Sisters of St.Joseph.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET ("Thursday,September 20, 1900

The committee, consisting of Misses Rigg,McDonald, andSullivan,
and Messrs Rowe. Butcher,and Kelly, h-id made elaborate prepara-tions for the reception of gue-U and wore naturally not on the bestot terms with the clerk of the weather The first part of the pro-gramme took (lie to:-in of a concert, which was far and away thebest given here for ho,no year*. The proceedings opened with a
piano duct by Miss Henderson and Mr Knnis ;Mr.-,Taylor ban.' 'The-

■
- " |"I--'"I--' '"

v\ hon tlio finwino- tulpnnmpi in ;Mr<>. Butcher. 'The rolling tide. Mr Rowe. " Plymouth Sound.' MrL".vc v.-is n!-i n^o-'Vo! i"irV» Mi-« "<"li>v>n "m n Hiut A sump-tuous supper waa prowdud by the members of the choir and theirimnds.
The following pupils of St.Mary's Convent have been success-ful at the recent TrinityCollege ex.nnn.'itions in music :— SeniorHonors— Rose Bennett. Xl :Daisy R,.,Uv. (>1 Senior Pass— Catherinehegnei, 8. ;Rose I'.eunett. 74 ; i\l,ny Walls. 73. Intermediate

Honors— Muriel Waldegiave. m; :Con-tan o Heilly. sr> " Hilda vonDadelszen, S4 ;Winifred Richardson, so. Florence Harris, li.", In-termediate Pa«s— Lily White, 'JG;Rena Butt, !>o ,Evelyn Penny
81;Annie JenkinsM ;Kate Connell, *2;Mabel Murray, 81;AnnieDuignan, 8u; Florence Harris. 77 ;Norah Dvvyer, 74 ;MagpieSegrief. 70 ; Winifred Clayden. <J8 ; Constance Macloskey, 68 ; LitaTruman. (IS;Teresa O'Connor, (Is. Junior Honors— Olive Blake,1)3;Emily Whitaker, Do ; Matilda Evans, 8G: Evelyn Collins 8., "
Marion Goulter, SI ; Hessie Whitaker. SO :Gladys Philp. 7« ;Elsie\\at«nn, 7(5;Brenda von Dadelszen, 7li ; Ethel Falconer,72; Flor-
enceBrogan. 71 ; Eileen Truman, (17. Junior Pass— Winifred Con-nell tit;; Elizabeth Coles, <r, ; Katherine Palmer, 1)4; AgathaKnight, [>2;Adelaide Harcourt, !»2 ;Lily Tointon, <J] ;NorahHar-riett, S«) ;Ida Moore, 87 ; Rebecca Curtain, B<> ; Kathleen Ward, 7'J:Mary Hugh. 77;Bella Coleman. 65 ; EanieMartin, 60.T?rbe Irisnmen of Napier are, through the instrumentality of
Mr. M. Davitt, the proud possessors of a magnificent Irishbanner,which,according to the Dublin Fruman\i Journal, is thebest yetmade for outside of Ireland. It was displayed at GovernmentHouse on the occasion of the veterans' banquet, and elicited thehighest commendation from all who saw it. Through the kindnesaofMr. P.S. Garvey, in whose temporary charge the flag now is, I
amable to givea short descriptionof what is undoubtedly one ofthefinest specimens of needlework seen in this Colony. The bodyoftheflag, which is 12ft longby ISft broad, is an emerald green
Irishpoplin. Inthe four corners, worked in appropriatecolors, arethearms of the four provinces of Ireland, while in the centre thereis a beautifully designed harp worked in gold satin and Japanese
gold with couchingbtitchof black satin. Encircling the harpis anartistic wreath of shamrocks, also worked in Japanesegold. Thebanner, whichis valued at jfcll.V), was made to the order of Mr. JohnHiggins, of Napier,at the Dalkey School of Embroidery, Dublin.Should the weather prove favorable thebanner will be displayed in
front of St. Patrick's College to-morrow afternoon.
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