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scheme promoted by the District Council for the building of 132
cottages with half an acre plots, the acquisition of nine existing
houses to be repaired, and 57 additional half-acres, under the
Laborers’ Act, This is the fifth scheme carried out in the Union,
the number of cottages already erected under the Act bemg 212
with 113 half-acre allntments.  The Union comprires thrie dispen-
B&rY districtsa—viz,, Adare, Castletown, and Croom-——embracing 20
electoral divisions, from esch of whiih a number of representations
werg peul iu, Mo Juwes Conaay, Cletl of tho THormint Cannail
stated that the estimated cost of erecting 132 cattagres, acquiring
e eXisting hwuses [un napairs, and 57 additional halfoers plars
wauid be £18.068% The number of cottages Dmlt was 242 with 113
half-ncre allotwents, and the lability already ucarred was
£30.996.

LOUTH~Death of a Drogheda Priest —Widespread
regret was felt at the death, on July 23, of the Right Rev. Mgr.
Murphy, parish priest of St. Peter’s, Drogheda, n venernble and
distinguished ecclesiastio. Mgr. Murphy was 66 years of aps, and
was ordained in 18589, baving been |1 years in the priesthood, The
deceased gentleman was born in the parish of Knockbrulye Dun-
dalk, and studied 1n Armagh and Maynonth, where he was ordained.
He was firat appointed to the curary of Dromintee, and afrerwards
in Cooley, where he earnestly a-sisted in buildice vp two chnrches,
In 1869 he was appointed curate of Dunleer and, on the retirement
of Father Corrigan, in 1877, wus appointed adwministrator of Kil-
saran. On the death of Archdencon tosean, in 1879, Father Marphy
sucoeeded him as parish priest of 8¢ Peter's, Drogheda, He was
appointed Archdeacon of the Chapter and VG of the Archdincese
early in 1891, and was raisel to the dignity of Monwgroer and
Domentic Prelate to hia Holiness the Pops.  The spiendid new
Oliver Plunkett Memorial (hurch on the site of the old church
remains an undying memorial of his worth and work.

WICKLOW.—A Liberal-minded Protestant.—The Most
Rev. Dr. Dunnelly, Bishop of Canea, has received a chrgne for £70,
in aid of the fund for improving Bray Church, from Mr. W, Darley,
Q.C., County Court Judge, a liberal-minded Protestant of the

digtrict,
GENERAL.

A Plenary Synod to be held.~Iv is anncunced that a
Plenary S8ynod will be held this year at Maynooth Colleve, Fif'y
{‘eare have now elapsed since the first Plenary Synod wus held at

hurles, and twenty-five since the recond was celebrateil at May-
nooth. The Synod will consivt of the members of the Trainh Hier-
archy and the mitred Abbot of Mount Melleray. Diocesan Chapters
sre entitled by the laws of the Church to send representarives
(technioally called Procuratora) to express their viewaand offer sug-
gestions, Already the Canuns of tnr Diorese of Cork have unaui-
mously elict=d Canon 0'Mahony rs their representative, and Canon
Hutch has been sirilarly choren by the Chapter of Cloyne. The
Bynod will meet under the presidency of Cardinal Logue, aud is ex-
pected to last tor a fortnight.

The National Bank.—From the report of the Directors of
the National Bank, publishedl on July 26. {v i3 seon that the half-
year's workingy ended Juoe 30th has heen a very provverons one,
The profit and loss account of the DRauk for «ix months, inclwling
£21,668 102 5d brought forward from 31<t Deccwher, shows a
balance of £114.491 Is 3d avanabne for distmbunon, Thes amea it
the Board have decided to apportion as follows —T*iyinent ot
dividerd at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, £775 000, £5H1 to
bank premises abecount ; £1%.000 to rest or andivoled profits, nusmg
that fund up to £445,000; and £14.491 carnied torward, Tt will be
admivted that the steady progress of the Natioval Bank i~ a matter
in which Irishmen may take legitimate pride, as 1t toshifies m ihe
most striking mannoer to their general commercial capacity, and to
their ability to handle with ruccess the most nmportant financial
enterprises, The directors, the staff, aud the promrietors of the
National Bank are to be congratulated on the prosperous results of
the half-year's working now announced. Mr. 1 F.Slattery, brother
of the Very Rev. Father Slattery, 0.3.F,, New South Wales, is the
chairman.

A Plea for the Irish Language.~~The London Times, Tuly
19, contained a deeply-interesting, not tosay convincing, letter from
the facile pen of Mr. George Moore, the well-known Irish novelist.
Mr, Moore informs the world that the intention of the membera of
the Gaelic League is to make the Irish people a bi-lingual race—
that is, thoroughly conversant at one and the same time with the
Irish and the Englich languages. ‘We want our language (he
writea) ; we deserve it with our whale heart and soul,’ The mission
of a language mu~t not be limited to the transaction of busipess,
As Mr. Moore points out in the beginning, a Tanguage is pure, like
spring water. For 800 years latin was the universal language of
Europe, and many thousande of volumes were written in il. Yet
Dante's genius found expression in a dialect and not in a universal
lapgunage, The two cantos ha wrote in Latin are worthliss, Rut
the despised dialect and his genius prodneed a poem * which lives
perhaps with a greater intensity of lule than any other! The
kunglish Ianguage to-day (Mr. Moore tells us) 13 hardened with 400
years of literature, He questions if the literature of the future will be
written in it. Who knowa that the Irivh tongue may yet accom-
phisb lor literature what the Italian did in the hands of the master
Dante !

Plundering the Masses and Bribing the Classes.—The
English Radical organs are disgusted with the Bill for endowing
the Irigh landlords at the expense of the Irish people. The Darly
News brands it ‘ the mout, iniquitons of the many dishonest achemcy
for plunderiog the mas-es and bribing the classes that even the pre-
sent, Government have introduced.  The Bill i3 robbery, and nothing
bat robbery.,’ Mr Dillow eand, jostly, that it was ‘a perfeet oat-
rage on Ireland, and enough to muke Irishmen despair.

Salling only in Bealed Lead Packets pute ne in a position to
guarantes contents, ‘Lhus 18 decidedly in the public interest.
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People TWe Hear About,

Tuesduy, July 24, was the 170th anviversary of the birth of the
famous Irish orator, patriot, and humerist, John Puilpot Curran,
It is n8 & humorist that Curran is best remembered by the general
public, hut among lrish Nationalists his name and memory ara
regarded with gresat reverence and honor for hus fearless defence of
the rish msurgents ot 179,

The Press flatlery of the Honee of Commona has sent out many
an Trish journalist to fgure brilliantly on the world's stage. To the
alrenay famous list must be added the name of Hon, Nicholas
Flood Davin, QC, now leading the Conservative Opposition in the
Canadisn Parliament. Mr, Duvin was born in Limerick 55 years
aga, and by dint of hard work ant sheer intellect gradoated from
the reportership of an humble paper to his present position.

Irish pames are quite common in Cuba, O'Reilly street is one
of the principal thoroughfarea of Iavana, and a family of that
name has been illustrious in Cuba for over a century, Its mosat
prominent repriaentative at present is the Countess O'Reilly. The
tamous * Morro,’ guarding the enirance to Havana harbor, has been

referred to as * The O'Donnell's castle,’ because of that name being
inseribed wpon it.

Mr. Justice Mathew, the Senior Judge of the English Queen’s
Benchk Divieion. attained his seventieth year on Tuoeaday, July 16,
Mr Justice Mathew was born at Bordeaux, the eldeat son of Mr.
Chatles Mathew, of [ehenoph Houxe, Cork. He was educated at
Trinity College, and one of the first of the big cases in which he
wins engaged after being called to the Bar was the Tichborne trial,
in which he was junior counsel for the Crown, His daughter is the
wife of Mr. John Dillon, M.P,

Rev. Nicholas Ward, of St. Joseph’s Monastery, Baltimore, in
the inventor of a new system of slenography, which he has named
the new American stenography. Father Ward is a distinguished
Linguist ; it is said he can speak nearly every known language.
lie is now much interested in the preparation of s series of inter-
chanyeable grammars which wonld enable the student to learn
nuickly the differences between the various langmages. Father
Ward was born in Dublin in 1836, and went to the United States
when 10 years old.  Me joined the Congregation of Passionists in
the seventies,

1t is pretty generally known (says the Daily Chronicle) that
the succesaful Parlinmentary practisioner, Mr. Seymour Bushe, Q.C,,
intends 5 juin the English Bar next ‘call’ day. During the pre-
sent Parlinuentary ression the services of Mr, Bushe have been in
great demand before the committees, He is a very skilful cross-
examin r and the wmaster of a ready wit which, as in the case of
U Conn~ll and many another Irish lawyer before and since, has
served its powessor mo-t efectually, even where sound law would
be unavaiitnr, A colleapue who was also a bit of a punster once
iiubi;ud tiie Q.C, * Mr, Baymore Bosh’'—but the gibe was short-
ivel

Eignor Verdi. the great Catholic Ttalian eomposer, has almost
brought to ¢ompletion the phulanthropic scheme on which he has
bren en rmred sinee 1388, Outs de the Porta Magenta at Milan he
has Fought a piece of ground. and on it had built a house of rest for
musciane,  Thiv boilding whieh was begun in 1896, covers an area
of mure than 2000 wquare yaras, It will shelter 100 needy muai-
cland {0 men and H) women) of not less thau 65 years of age, The
facade, in wmedreval style. will bear the portraits of eight great
It than muswinng—Pule-tring, Searlatti, Frescobaldi, Monteverde,
Murcello, Perzolean, ©amarosa, and Bossini. To the largest court-
yard will be placed Verdrs bust, and after his death, when the home
will be dedicarwd, bisashes will be placed in a Carrara marble monu-
ment in the crypu.

Courtfield, the seat of the Catholic Vaughen family, is a spacious
though very plamn looking mansion near Ross, Herefordshire, Its
sitnation is very pirturerque, and the grounds are extensive, 'The
family is one of the vomparatively few which still enjoy the
privilege of having a private chapel in the house, a privilege very
geldom granted now by the Holy Sce. The lord of the manor is
Celonel Vaughan, the Cardinal's younger brother. Not quite 20
miles from Courificld, at Gien Trothy, near Abergavenny, lives
another brother, Reginald. ‘These are the only two sons of the late
Colonel Vaughan who did not eiter the Charch. The six othera
who did were Cardinal Ierbert Vaughan ; Jerome, the Benedictine
monk ; Bede, archbishop of Sydney; Bernard, the Jesuit; John, a
domestic prelate to the Pope ; and Kenelm, a secular priest, now in
one of the South American republics,

An Irish visitor to the Paris Exposition entered a hotel in the
Rue Coutaincourt, and was getting purple in the face from des-
perate vain efforts to make humeself intelligible to the garcons that
stocd around with their shonlders tittivated to their ears. Sud-
denly a gorgeous head-waiter emerged from the salon, and seeing
the commotion cried, * Yerra, what's up 7’ Explanations followed,
The head waiter was ‘ Danny’ Mannion. He hailed from Ballya-
ghadaereen, Maya.

You often hear salesmen of Heapers and Binders say ‘ Just ag
good as MeCoramuck’ bt you never hear a MeCormick salesman say
“Juet awgeod.”  The rpuiation and sales of MeCormick machines
are the greatest in the world — *

A dittle worder s the Bresdeact Patent Sced-sower sold by
Morrow, Bassett, and Co, For sowing turnip, rape, grass, and clover
reel it has o equal, while tor cats, wheat, and barley you have
oniy te ree 1t to know it value, A boyean work it.  Sow four acrea
prr boar, and any quantity up v) six bushels per acre, Price only
s —,




