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geople know that the impression was wholly devoid of foun-
ation in fuct. But as soon as the political machinery of
the Empire was running smoothly, Bissarck plunged into
the war with the Vatican. The long sireggle is famous 1n
history s the Kultarkampf. No statesman could have
been better equipped for such a fieree and long-drawn war
as the great Chancellor.  *No one,” says Jursrimy MoCantiy.
in ha Leg XITT, 4 will vver monin have a chanee in a ke
struggle sach as he bad then. He failed—for the simple
reason bthat he had undertaheu an impossible tash, Il Lad
gonc in for the suppression of individual conscience ; aud
the man, the statesman, or the copire that now goes in for
the suppression of individual conseience undertakes a task
in which Jurnivs Casar, or CHARLEMAGKE, or the First
NaroLrox, wonld be foredoomed to failure, Some time we
shall recognise this as un axiow in pohtics.  Terhaps Prince
Bismarck’s failure will huve helped us beyond all other
things to this wholesome and this only conclusion.’

The new campaign against the Church by BrsMarex was
carried out ostensibly in the name of Dr. Fang—hence the
name, ‘ Fauk Laws” The tirst blow struck at the Church
in Prussia by these laws was at Catholic cdncation, and
especially at the education of Catholic students. The idea
of the FALK laws was to muke the State supreme over every
form of religious teaching in Germany. The struggle began
with a series of proscriptions against the Jesuits. By the
Act of June, 1872, they were put under the ban of the law ;
the forelgn members were expelled from the soil of the
Fatherland 3 the others were cooped up in certain districts,
from which they were Iiable at any moment to be driven
out. In April of the following year the old right of seli-
government wus taken from the Charen in Prussia, and the
State was i1 vested, says McCarTIY, ©1.ith supreme conirol
over the internal management of every ceclesia tical institn-
tion which professed to accept the spiritnal guidance of the
Vatican. The new law prohibited the mere giving-out in
Cutholic churches of uny encyclical letter, or other admoni-
tion, from Ltowe, which might seem to the Prussian authori-
ties to be dangerous to the interests of public order.’” Bolder
and more comprehensive legislation followed. Brsmancx
wag determined, if possible, to crush the Church in Ger-
many. Fank—the nominal author of the anti-Catholic
legislation—was his eager and strenuous ally, The great
champion of Cutholic rights and inserests was WINDIIOR~T,
the O'CoxxeLn of Germany, and one of the mest brilliant
parliamentary debuters of Europe. The debates in the
Prussian Puwyliaoment wer- followed by people in every
civilired country with an interest such as no legistative dis-
cussions have arot-ed sinee that time.  Bub Biswirer had
the big battalions at his command.  And the sheer weight
of their brute force carried the day.

» » *

It is unneeessary to enter into the details of the oppres-
give legislation of the sprinz and summer of 1873, Its
general effect is described as follows by Justin McCantuy ¢
* Every youns man in the kingdom of Prussiz who desired
to become a member of the Roman Catholic priesthood, was
compelled to follow the course of a German University,
according to a sysiem of teaching established by the State,
The students of theology were prevented, during their uni-
versity course, from joining uny ccclesiastical seminary,
Every institution designed for the education of the Catholic
clergy was placed under the control of the State, Al the
nominalions to parochia! functions had to be annonnesd in
advance to the aithorities of cach provinee in which the
nominations were made, und these authorities had the right
to forbid the nominations, if the candidates, in their jode-
ment, seemed to be persons likely to interfere with tie
proper working of the State laws, and by consequence witlh
pubtie order.  Andther ace gave the power to the Govern-
ment of deposing any minister of the Cathelic Church,
whose acts or who scrmons seemed dangerous to the pre-
gervation of established faws. A special iribunal was created
for dealing with eccleginstical aftuirs) and te this tribunal
was given the power of depesing bishops, or other priests, a
continuation of whose functions might seem to the court a
danger to public oxder.  The ncts absolutely suppressed the
ecclesiastical anthority of the Vatican in Prussin. At least,
to put it more correctly, the ucts declared the Papal
aathority suppressed in Prossia, The Ecclesiastical Titles

Act bad declared the same thing in England ; and we have
secn whab cawe of it.  So far as declared legislation could

du the work, there was a new penal code established against
Catholicism in Prossia.’

Several circnmstances combined to put a break npon the
mad carcer of BisManck and Faing in their fierce warfare
apaitial the Chureh in Prasela (1) The first was the action
of the law courts. Asin the days of FREDERICK and the
Miller of Bans-Nouct, there were still judges in Berlin, and-—
ag in the case of nost penal codes—the administration of the
[aw seldot fell to the iniguitous depths of the law itself.
(2) Another and far mote serious obstacle was raised against
Brsmawcx's erucade by the strenuous passive resistance of
the Prassian archbishops, bishops, and clergy. They de-
clined to be either cajoled or bullied or persecuted into
acceptance of the new legislation, And they joyfully went
to prison for their principles. Archbishop (aflerwards Car-
dinal) LEDOCHOWSKI was cast into prison and deprived of
his archbishopric. The Archbishop of Cologne passed six
months in durance ; the Bishop of Tréves 299 days; the
Bishop of Paderborn 100 days—after which he was interped
in the fortress of Wesel; the anxiliary Bishop of Pasen
passed twenty-one months in gaol. Several Orders of
monks and nnns were abolished ; and by 1878 pine of the
twelve Catholic secs were bereft of their bishops by banish-
ment or death, and 1100 parishes were deprived of the
ministrations of their pastors, Atheists, Secularists, Free-
masons, and the more rabid sectarians tossed up their caps,
and hnzza'd BisMarek’s penal legislation. But the whole-
sale imprisonment of their clergy aroused the strong opposi-
tion of Cutholics, and decent and fair-minded people of
every crecd gradually became tired of what proved tobe a
fatile, as it was a ficree, attempt to throttle the Church in
Prussia : Brsmarcx's vaulting ambition had o’erleaped it-
sulf and fallen on the other side.

* a* »

{3) The rapid growth and aggressiveness of Socialism in
Germany led (o a struggle which, for a time at least,
absorbed the energies of the Government and superseded the
campaign against the Vatican. Two attempts to assassinate
the Kmperor made him panse. To those who congratulated
him on his wonderful cscape from assassination he replied :
* This only shows us how we must take care that the people
shiall not lose their religious principles.” (4) All this time
the Pope had been quietly pursning a policy of conciliation.
The lunperor was willing to meet him half way. The
administtution of the Farx Laws was relaxed ; and Big-
MARCK ate a gqnantity of humble pie and went to Kissingen
to arrange terms of pexce with the Papal Nuncio, FaLx
was completely ignorwl in the negotiations. In 1878 he
felt himsell cowpelled to resizn, and thereafter he dropped
back into the obscunty which be was fitted to adorn, and
went beneath the surface of the publie life of Europe. Some
Relief Acts were 1n due course passed. When the present
Emperor came to the throne he declared for the widest
tolerance of the creed of others, the long negotiations ended
happily at jast in the diszppearance of the FaLk Laws from
the statute book and the restoration of the banished eecle~
giasties. and the Vatican won the day, WINDHORST did not
live to see the formal clese of the strupgle in which he had
played such a gallant part in the arena of Parliament. Bat
in the meantime Brsvarck had been dismissed from his
plaice and snccecded by (ieneral CAPRIVI as the Emperor’s
Prime Minister, 1le died an embistered and disappointed
man, after having failed in a war against the Church iu
which even a man of such commanding genius as the First
NaroLeoXN could not succeed.

NOTICE.

Dunixg the absence of the Editor (Rev. H. W. Cleary) on a well
earned and much needed holiday, the attention of correspondenta is
gpecinily directed to cur standing rule that all communications con-
nected with the literary department of this paper—such as reports,
correspondence, ete..—should be addressed to ‘ The Editor.” Closed
communications addressed by namc to Rev. H. W. Cleary will be
treated as bia private correspondence and will be forwarded to hia
temporary address in Australia.

The McCormick Harvesting Machine Company built and sold
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‘THE FAMOUS " VICTORY ” SEWING MACHINE, RFoibuiont ab nifany S

for Uatalogue (mention this paper),

¢ PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIX,



