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During the ubscnce of the Very Hev e, Epan the Hacred
Heart parish. Ponsouby, will he attended to by one of the Muaori
mi-sionaries, probably the Very Ttev. Idean tightheart.

A valusble prece of property adjoining St. Patrick's Preshytery.
npon which stands a two-storey dwelling, has heen purchased, and
will moon beconie parochial property.

The constraction of the new fence aronnd St, Benedict's Church
has been delayed owing to the architect, Mr, T. Mahoney, refusing
tu pass the iron porticn of it, which will have to be re-cpst,

&t. Benelict's parish bas mow been finally banded over hy the
Benenitine Owdee L Lin Lordehip the Bichop of the Dineeas and
«ball henceforth be reckoned a secnlar parish.

Fis Lordship (he Blshop intends durieg the Right Rev, Ver
(¥Reilly's absence at the Catholic Congrees to assist the Rev, Fathers
Corcoran and O'Carroll in their work at tho Cathedral,

The Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly and the Very Rev, Dr. Egan,
O 8.B. left in the Elingamite last Menday to attend the Austral-
gsian Catholic Congress, at which they are to represent the Anckland
Diocese, in the absence of the Light Rev. Dr, Lenihan who was un-
able Lo go in consequence of pressure of business,

Rev. Father Parton, 08B, has been transferred from St.
Patrick's to the apiritual charge of the Iittle Sisters of the Poor,
and 8t. Mary's Convent. Ponsonby. Father Purton has taken up
his residence in the western suburb to be near his duties,

Railway communication between Auckland and Wellingion
aritates the public mind very much just now, Not satisfled with
the Premier's proposals concerning the North T-land Trunk Rail-
way, it has been decided to hold an indignation meeting for the
purpose of hacking up our members.

At n meeting held last evenimg of the local branch of the
H.A.C.B. Sccicty it was unanimously decided to instruet the
trustees of the branch to come to terms with the mortgagor, and,
if possible, to eecure the Catholic Institute tor the branch., The
branch has invested in the property a sum of £600 which by way
of interest has nenrly been repaid. besides which it meets there
fortnightly free of vost, ~aving in rental nearly £180,

A CORRECTION

&
hd

To tak EuI'rolk.
Sir,—~Would you kindly permit me to correct an error which ap-
peared in your issue of the Gth inst. In the report of the hult-
yearly meeting of the N.%. District of the H.AC.TD, Society at
‘Auckland, it was stated that a notice of motion had been reccived
from the Dunedin branch to: the effect that the next annual mov-
able meetiog be held in Dupedin, Now as far as the Dunedin
branch is coneerned no such notice of motion was sent, as it had
already been given at the February meeting and carried, But the
Tunedin branch instructed its delegate to give in the following
notice of motion :—* That, in order to facilitate direct represontation
and other important convenicnues, and to equalise the distances as
near as possible of the northern and southern branches from the
D.E., she District Board oflicc be removed from Aunckland to Wel-
lington.—I am, ete.,
J. 0'CoxxoR,
Sccretary Dunedin Branch,
Dunedin, September 10.

SCRIPTURE IN THE VICTORLAN STATE
SCHOOLS,

.
-

A RELRESENTATIVE of the Arque interviwed the Archbishop of
Melbourne recently,and suggested that he should define his position
with regard to the proposed introduction into the State school curri-
culum of the scheme of Suripture lessons tormulated by the Royal
Commiseion,

In reply to a questwon as to whether ho had noticed ihe
¢riticisma upon a discour~ which he delivered recently, and al-o
whether he hiad seen the summary of the report of the Royal Com-
mission on religious instruction, Archbishop Carr said :—' I have
noticed both the criticisms and the summary of -the report of the
Royal Commiswion which was published in the .irgus, With
regard to the first. exceplion has been taken to a statement made by
me to the offecl that the introduction of the proposed Scripture
leggone, prayers, and bymns would, 1f earried out, Protestantise the
Siate schoolz, In the nhrat place, I wish to say that all the eritics
have missed the main point of my objection to this proposed scheme.
1 certainly did not, as thcy supposed, speak disparagivgly of any
Protestant version of the Scriptures, or of Protestant hymns or
prayers, but I said two things—{irst, that the introduction of this
system of religious irstruction would have the effect of Protestant-
iking the State schools ; and, secondly. that the whole scheme would
be calenluted to poison the minds of Uatholic children

“With regard to the first, it is cbvious that the introduction of
a Protestant version of Beripture, with prayers taken from that
version, and hymns borrowed in the vast majority of cases from
Protestant sources, would indelibly stamp the Btate rchools us a Pro-
testant institution. It matters hittle whether theee Beripture
lessoms and prayers are taken from the Protestant Authorised Ver-
sion, which the late Anglican Bishop of Ballarat treated witli such
scant courtesy, or from another Protestant version, the Revised,
which, though it does not differ wo much, still differs in every page
and in the structure of phrases and verses from the Catholic version,
to which Cuatholic children ar¢ accustomed., The conscquence
would be in every casc that these Catholic children would have set
befors them iwo versions of the same text, with the result of lessen-
ing their confidence in and their revercnce for each,

TIE PRINCIPAL OBJECTION.

‘But my ma'n objection to these Scriptare lessons is oot
primarily Founded on the particular version used, buton the principle
of having the Ioly Scriptures either interpreted or explained to
Catholic children by non-Catholic teachers, or of having the Bible
put into the hands of children and interpreted by them according
to the Protestant system without note or comment, The whole
difference belween the Catholic and Protestant systems is involved
in this one question, Yow hnportant that question iz may be zeen
trom Mallock s recently published wark, Dactrine and Disruption
o PYutrone  Namlless fo <ay. Mallock is not a Catholic, and yet he
attributes the true consistency of Catholic doctrine to the recegmi-
tion and use of the principle of authority in the interpretation of
the Bible On the other hand, he is not less explicit in tracing the
variety of Protestant doctrine to the exercise of private judgment
in the interpretation of Scripture, whether aided by the interior
witness of the Holy Spirit or by reference to the teaching of the
primitive church or of the universal church. I am justified there-
fore in saying that the introduction of the proposed Scripture
lessons would Protestantise the state schools,

1t would also, 1 contend, be calculated to poison the mwinds of
Catholic children, first, by substituting the Protestant for the
Catholic system of interpretation, and, secondly, by subjecting the
children to the influence of the peeuliar religious faith—or disbelief
__of their teacher. Soppose the case—and the supposition is
warranted—of a teacher who disbelieves in the inspiration of
Scripture, or of a considerable part of Scripture, who does not
admit the historical accuracy of the Bible, who is known in privata
life to be an unbeliever or an agnostic, but who nevertheless under-
takes to read, or teach, these Scripture lessons, How easy, or rather
how unavoidable, it would be for such a one by a smile, a eneer, or
a shrug of the shoulders, to convey to the children that he did net
beliave a word of what was contained in the lesson? What wonld
be more calculated to undermine the faith, and therefore in a
apiritual sense to poison the minds of the children submitted to
puch infinence. :

“In defence of the scheme it is said that the proposed prayers,
as well as the proposed lessons, are taken from Beripture, but apart
from the consideration that the identical words of Scripture do not
lend themselves to prayers suitable for children,and that thesa
prayers s well as the extracts, are taken from the Protestant ver-
gion, differing from the Catholic version in the case of the most
familiar prayers, as in the © Our Father,” there is this further
seriohs consideration, that the Scripture extracts may be so manipu-
lated 8s to make them appear to express the dootrines of any de-
nomination,

THE SYSTEM IN IRELAND,

“ What occurred in Ireland, where a similarscheme was adopted,
might possibly cccur here, It was the boast of the patrona of the
Irish Scripture lessons that  their gelectiona  expressed
Protestant doctrine, and imprinted it on the minds of Catholio
children. I will not trouble you with a number of extracts. One
may speak for many. The Rev. ¥. F. Trench, a prominent Protes-
tant patron of many national schools, speaks thus of the practical
effect of the Scripture extracts on the minds of Catholic children :
« Where we fail in inducing Roman Catholica to read the whole
Bible, can it be doubted that the Soripture extracts may do some
good. The extracts teach the doctrine of grace; they teach,
by Hebrews ix., 21 to 23, that Christ is made one only sacrifice for
our sine ; they preach, by Romans iii, justification by faith without
works; by Luke vii.and xv, they show that the sinner is forgiven
freely, etc.” He winds up by saying : “I suspect that the gener-
ality of persons do not know that these precious passages of Serip-
ture are in the Scripture extracts, and may be explained in the
schools.™’

But it is not proposed to allow the teachers in the State schools
of Victoria tu give any doctrinal explanation of the Scripture ex-
tracta,

‘N, it is not ; but it is proposed to allow them to deduce moral
conclusions from the extracts, and the line separating doctrinal
from moral conclusions is to be lixed by the teacher himeelf, While <
Dr. Whately waa signing the reports of the National Bosrd, of
which be was a prominent member, declaring tbat there was no
fear of proselytism, he was telling his friends in private that the
effect of the religious teaching in the national schools wae to make
the Catholic children doubt their religion “and to undermine the
vast fabric of the Catholic Chureh in Ireland.” (Lifrof A rehbishop
W hately, by his danghter, first edition, p. 241). He also tells them
that * mixed education is gradually enlightening the mass of the
people, and if we give it up we give up the only hope of weaning
the Irish from the abuses of Popery.” He adds that he could mot
afford to openly use the National Board as an instrument of con-
version, but that he was doimr 8o secretly, fighting the battle with
one band, and that his best, tiel behind him (Ihid, page 246).

t The Irich system of mixed education was practically the same
a8 is now proposed to be ivtroduced into our State schools, but that
system in Ireland has long since heen abandoned and the Scripture
lessons withdrawn from the schools, oo account of the very conm«
sequences which [ fear will follow from their introdunction into the
alate schaols in Victoria, Was [ not then justified in saying that
the whole scheme was caleulated, if adopted here, to poisen the minds
of Catholic children!

+ There is ancther principle which appearsto have been entirely
averlooked hy the advocates of the Scripture lessons, They are
abdicating their position as membhers of a Christian church ; they
are admitting that it is not to the church or to the parent, but to
the state, that it belongs to give religions instruction in the schools.
They are handing over, as far as in them lies, to the lay representa-
tives of the State education department the work which essentially
belongs to the Christian choreh.’

What course, then, would you suggest as aremedy for the existe
ing condition of things !
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