
TO TTIE EUITOK.
Sir— Would you kindly permit me to correct an error which ap-
pearedin your issue of the C-th inst. In the ireport of the halt-
vearly meeting of the N.Z. District of the H.A.C.B. Society at
Auckland, it was stated that a notice of motion had been received
from theDunedinbranch toi the effect that the next annual mov-
able meetiDg be held in Dunedin. Now as far as the Dunedin
branch is concerned no such notice of motion was sent, as it had
already been given at the February meeting andcarried. But the

Dunedinbranch instructed its delegate to give in the following

notice of motion :—
'That, in order to facilitatedirect representation

and other important conveniences,, and to equalisethe distances as
near as possible of the northern and southern branches from tho
D.E., theDistrict Board oilicc be removed from Auckland to Wel-
lington.'-lam.etc,

j.O'Conkou.
SecretaryDunedin Bianch.

Dunedin, September 10.

SCRIPTURE IN TILE VICTORIAN STATE
SCHOOLS.

Till: I'KIXCII'AIi OBJECTION.
1But ray mini objection to the?e Scripture lesions is not

primarily foundedon theparticular versionused,butontheprinciple
of having the Holy Scriptures either interpreted or explained to
Catholic children by non-Catholic teachers, or of having the Bible
put into thehands of children and interpretedby them according
to the Protestant system without note or comment. The whole
difference between the Catholic and Protestant systems is involved
in this one question. How important that questionis maybe peen

from Mallocks recently published work, D»ct rine and Disruption
>r /» ,,./n»» P,.,ii(»«s tn any. Mallock is not a Catholic, and yet he
attributes the true consistency of Catholic doctrine to the recogni-

tion nrid u?e of thp principle of authority in the interpretationof
theBible On the other hand, he is not less explicitin tracing the
variety of Protestant doctrine to the exercise of private judgment
in the interpretation of Scripture, whether aided by the interior
witness of the Holy Spirit or by reference to the teaching of the
primitive church or of the universal church. lam justified there-
fore in saying that the introduction of the proposed Scripture
lessons would Protestantise thestate schools.'Itwould also,Icontend, be calculated to poisontheminds of
Catholic children, first, by substituting the Protestant for the
Catholic system of interpretation,and, secondly, by subjecting the
children to the influenceof the peculiarreligious faith— or disbelief
—of their teacher. Suppose the case— and the supposition is

warranted— of a teacher who disbelieves in the inspiration of
Scripture, or of a considerable part of Scripture, who does not
admit the historical accuracy of the Bible, whois knowninprivate
life to be anunbeliever or an agnostic, but whoneverthelessunder-
takes toread, or teach, these Scripture lessons. How easy,or rather
how unavoidable, it would be for such a oneby a smile, a Bneer,or
a shrug of the shoulders, to convey to the children that he didnet
believe a wordof what was contained in the lesson ? What would
be more calculated to undermine the faith, and therefore in a
spiritual sense to poison the mindsof the children submitted to
Buch influence.'

Indefence of the scheme itis said that the proposed prayers,
as well as the proposedlessons, are taken from Scripture, but apart
from the considerationthat the identical words of Scripture donot
lend themselves to prayers suitable for children, and that these
prayersas well as the extracts,are taken from the Protestant ver-
sion differing from the Catholic versionin the case of themost
familiar prayers, as in the

"Our Father," there is this further
serious consideration, thatthe Scripture extractsmaybe so manipu-

latedas to make them appear to express the doctrines of any de-
nomination.

THE SYSTEM IN IRELAND.
■ What occurred inIreland,where a similar scheme wasadopted,

might possibly occur here. Itwas the boast of the patronß of the
Irish Scripture lessons that their selections expressed
Protestant doctrine, and imprinted it on the minds of Catholio
children. Iwill not trouble you with a number of extracts. One
may speak for many. The Rev.F. F.Trench, a prominent Protes-
tantpatron of many national schools, speaks thus of the practical
effect of the Scripture extracts on the minds of Catholic children:" Where we fail in inducing Roman Catholics to read the whole
Bible, can itbe doubted that the Scripture extracts may do some
cood The extracts teach the doctrine of grace; they teach,
byHebrews ix.,21 to 28, that Christ is made one only sacrifice for
our sins ■ they preach,by Romans iii., justificationby faith without
works " by Lukevii. andxv. they show that the sinner is forgiven
freely etc." He winds up by saying:

"
Isuspect that the gener-

ality of persons do not know that these preciouspassages of benp-
ture are in the Scripture extracts, and may be explained tn the

°But itis not proposed toallow the teachers in the State schools
of Victoria to give any doctrinalexplanationof the Scripture ex-
ra° '"no itis not ;but itis proposedtoallow them to deducemoral

conclusions from the extracts, and the line docteinal
from moral conclusions is to be fixedby the teacherhimself. While.
Dr. Whately was signing the reports of the National Board, of"
which he was a prominent member, declaring that there was no
fear of proselytism,he was telling his friends in private that the
effect of the religious teaching in the national schools was tomake

the Catholicchildren doubt their religion ''and to undermine the
vast fabric of theCatholicChurch inIreland» (L,fr of A
What-eh,,by his daughter, first edition, p.244). He also tells them
that « mixededucation is graduallyenlightening the mass of the
people,andif wegive it up we give up the only hope of weaning

the Irishfrom the abuses of Popery." He adds that he could not
afford to openly use the National Board as an instrument of con-
version, but thathe was doingso secretly, fighting the battle with
one hand,and thathis best, tied behindhim (Ibid,page 24b).'

The Irish system of mixed educationwas practically theMine

as is nowproposedto be introduced into our State schools, but that
system in Ireland has longsince been abandonedand the Scripture
lessons withdrawnfrom the schools on account of the very con-
sequences which Ifear will follow from their introductioninto the
state schools in Victoria. Wan Inot then justified in saying that
the whole scheme wascalculated,if adoptedhere, topo.aontheminds° f °*

There"is another principlewhich appearsto havebeen entirely
overlooked by the advocates of the Scripture lessons. They _are
abdicating their position as members of a Christian church they
are admitting thatit is not to the church or to the parent,but to
the state, thatitbelongs to give religious instruc ion intbeMtooli.
They arc handingover, as far as inthem lies, to theJ»7 B

"**
tives of the State education departmentthe work whichessentially
belongs to the Christian chnrch.' , . .. ,.

What course,then, wouldyou suggestaa aremedy for theexist-

ing conditionof things ?

A REPRESENTATIVE of the Arqin interviiud the Archbishop of
Melbourne recently,andsuggested thathe should define his position
withregard to theproposed introduction into the State school curri-

culum of the scheme of Scripture lesbons formulatedby theRoyal
Commission. , , x. ...

In reply to a c,uchtiun as to whether he had noticed the
criticisms upon a diheour^ which he delivered recently,and[also

whetherhe had seen the summary of the report of theRoyalComm-
ission on religious instruction, Archbishop Carr said :— 1 nave
noticed both the criticisms and thenummary of -the report of the
Royal Commission which was published in the Argu*. With
regard to the first,exceptionhahbeen taken toa statementmade by
me to the effect that the introduction of the proposed Scripture
lessons, prayers, andhymns would, if carriedout,Protestantise the
State schools. In the lir«t place,Iwish to Bay that all the critic;-,

havemissed themainpoint of my objection to this proposedscheme.
Icertainly did not, as they supposed, speak disparagingly of any
Protestant version of the Scriptures, or of Protestant hymns or
prayers,but Isaid two things— first, that the introduction of this
systemof religious irstruction wouldhave the elfect of Protesting-

ising the State schools; and,secondly, thatthe whole scheme would
becalculatedtopoison the minds of Catholic children

1With regard to the first, itis obvious that the introduction oi

a Protestant "version of Scripture, with prayers takenfrom that
version and hymns borrowed in the vast majority of cases from
Protestant sources,wouldindelibly stamp the Statet-chools as a Pro-
testant institution. It matters little whether these Scripture
lessons andprayers are taken from theProtestant Authorised Ver-
eion which the late Anglican Bishop of Ballarat treated with s,uch

scant courtesy, or from another Protestant version, the Revised,
which though it does not differ so much, still differs inevery page
andin the structure ofphrasesand verses from theCatholic version,

to which Catholic children are accustomed. The consequence
would be in every case that these Catholic children wouldhaveset
before them two versions,of the same text,with the result of lessen-
ing their confidence inand theirreverence for each.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Thursday, September la, 1900.]

During the absence of the Very 1W Dr. F.gan the Sarred
Heartparish. Ponwmby, will be attended to by one of the Muon
mwomiaries. probably tin- Very Rev. Dean Lightheart.

V valuable piece of property adjoining St.Patrick hIresbytery.
upon which stands a two-storey dwelling, has been purchased,and

will soon become parochialproperty.
,.,, r. t,

The construction of thenew fence around St.Benedict s Church
has been delayed owing to the architect, Mr. T. Mahoney, refusing

to pass the iron portion of it, which will have to be re-cast.
St Benedicts parishhas now been finally handed over by the

iicneoicune Cade! l» lil.-, Lcrd.hip the Bi-hor «f the Pio^*- and
shall henceforth be reckoned a secular parish.

His LonMiip lLc Diehop iiiUndb during the Right Rev. Mprr
O'Reilly's absence at the Catholic Congress toassist theRev.Fathers
Corcoran and O'Carrollin tbeir work at theCathedral.

The Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly and the Very Rev.Dr. Egan,
OSB left in theElingamite last Monday to attend the Austral-
asian Catholic Congrees, at whichtheyare to representtheAuckland
Diocese, in the absence of theRight Rev. Dr. Lenihan who wasun-
able to go in consequence of pressure of business.

Rev Father Purton, 0.5.8., has been transferred from St.
Patricks to the spiritual charge of the Little Sisters of thePoor,
and St. Mary's Convent. Ponsonby. Father Purton has taken up
his residencein the western suburb to be nearhis duties.

Railway communication between Auckland and Wellington
agitates the public mind verymuch just now. Not satisfied with
the Premier's proposals concerning the North Tsland Trunk Rail-
way,ithas been decided to hold an indignation meeting for the
purpose of backingupour members.

At a meeting held last evening of the local branch of the
HACB Society it was unanimously decided to instruct the
trusteesof the branch to come to terms with the mortgagor, and,
if possible, tosecure the Catholic Institute ior the branch Ihe
branch has investedin the propertya sum of £600 whichby way
of interest has nearly been repaid, besides which it meets there
fortnightly free of cost,saving in rental nearly £180.

A CORRECTION.

5

m.,T.V 38COLOMBO STREET,SYDENHAM (three minutes' walkfromRailway Station). SUITS from &Q/«
J) INLA A, fiiftnMraj with "very Suit-SiTM, Fit, andBaiibfaohok »t LoTTM* FMO*.


