Thursday, September 13, 1900.]

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. 17

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Complaints re irregular Delivery of Paper shounld be
made without delay to the Manager.

All Communications with the Commercial Department
of the ‘N.Z. Tablet' Newspaper are to be addressed to
John Murray, Secretary, to whom all Post Office Orders
and Cheques are in all instances to be made payable.

Annual Subseription, 25s. booked; 22s. 6d. if paid in
advance; shorter periods at proportional rates,

NOTE—0Our limit of Credit is Six Months,

¢ To promole the cause of Religion and Justice by the ways
of Truth and Peace)
LeEo XIJI to the N.Z. TABLET.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1900.
THE AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC CONGRESS.
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HE long-expected Catholic Congress was opened
in 8Bydney on Monday by his Eminence Car-
dinal Morax with an address on * The Catholic
Chuich in the Nineteenth Century.”  On Sun-
day the solemn dedication of 8t Mary's Cathe-
dral took place, when his Eminenve Cardinal
Morax presided at what the cable messages
describe nsan impresgive ceremony. Archbishops

and Bishops from every part of Australasin were present,

together with 200 priests. 1lis trrace Avchbishop REpwoon
and his Lordship Bishop Griuwzs were the New Zealund
prelates.  The Governors of New South Wales, Queens-
land, and the Tieutennnt-Governor of New f{iuinea were
present at Pontifical Iligh Mass, when his Grace the

Atchbishop of Wellington preached.  The movement

for the holding of a Catholic Congress originated last year.

It had the blessing and high approval of our Holy Futher

the Pope ; it received the active co-operation of men distin-

guished in literature, science, art, sociology, apologetics, and
other branches of human knowledge ; and the preparations
which were in progress for over twelve months pust have
been viewed with lively interest both by Catholics und non-

Catholics in every colony of the Australusian gronp. Under

the guidance of the distinguished Prince of the Church whe

beara so worthily the mitre of the Mother Church of Aus-
tralasia, the first general idea of a Catholic Congress assumed
form and symmetry ; ita lines rose like those of a pgreat

Gothic building ; and both his Eminence and the Church

o these colonics are to be congratulated on the splendid

success which has attended this, the first gathering of the

kind that hag ever been held in any English-speaking lund.

» » »

With happy appropriateness, the eve of this remarkable
gathering wus made memorable by the solemn dedication of
St. Mary’s Cathedral, the mother-church of Australasia.
This noble building was, in Cardinal MograN's words,
terected on the site where the first foundations of the
Church were laid in the sonthern continent-——foundations
which for many a long year were destined to be cemented
with the tears and sanctified by the toil of heroic men,
exiles for religion, and confessors of the Faith, It is the
story in stoue that brings us buck to the days of those
pioneers of the Australian mission, Father Turrry, Dr.
ULLATHORKE, and Dr. Pornixg, the first Bishop of Austra-
lasia. In the two episcopates of Archbishops PoLning and
VAUGHAN, no less a sam than £102,000 was spent upon
this great temple of the Living Gob. During the reign
of their present iliustrious successor an almost equal sum
has been expended on the noble pile. In inere money it
stands for over £200,000. DBut it stands for more than
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this. It stands for the history of the Australian Church.
Every stone within its walls, every soaring line of pillar and
roof and pointed pinnacle tells o story of early trials, of
noble endeavor, and the completed fane, in its grand pro-
portions and its architectural beauty, is a fit emblem of the
splendid progress which the Church has made in the great
south land, The Cwtholic Press has appropriately remarked
that if the heroic band of missionary toilers, whose dust
sanctitied Australian soil, conld have come forth and gazed
uli Lhie gotgeous speotacie which Su. Muary's Cathedral pre-
gented on last Sunday, they would have jeined in the
anthems of thanksgiving with especial fervor, beholding the
golden hurvest which they sowed in tears. The Congress,
then. practically opened with the solemn dedication of the
splendid monument of Catholic faith and piety which is the
record of the Church's past achievements in these lands—a
monumeni on whose foundations, as Cardinal Morax has
pointed out, the whole sacred superstructure of Catholicism
in Australia rests.
* * »

But the Congress is something more than a great gather-
ing called together to gaze upon the trials and triumphs of
the past, It also louks forward to the future. It iz a
Christian embodiment of the idea which the pagan seulptors
endeavored to typify in cold marble when they represented
JAXUS with two faces : the one looking back upon the past;
the otiier with earnest and hopeful gaze fixed upon the
future. The wide scope of the interests and activities for
which this cager and hopeful young Church intends to pro-
videin the futare finds significant expression in the varions
branches of work into which the deliberations of the Con-
gress are divided : Social Questions, Catholic Apologetica,
Neience, Art, FKducation, History, Misstons, Kthnology,
Statistics, the Press, ete. *It is not proposed,” said %js
Eminence Cardinal Moran recently, ¢ to bring the Congress
into the controversial arena, and it is intended to be very
different indeed from a mere literary tournament. It isin-
tended to lay before the public what Catholic teaching is,
and to present the tenels of the Church. Considering the
many prejudices which have beset the Catholic Church
flarmg the past censuries it is no wonder that there should
be sene misrepresentations and misunderstandings. We only
desire that those teuets and maxims which guide the Church
shall be preseated i their true aspect.”  Science and
brotherly Jove are its motto : to make the Church, its tenets,
and Its alms better known to those outside our Fold ; to
make wisdom and chiarity embrace,and thus to gently pull down
the rude barriers of religions prejudice ; and to smooth and
broaden the road along which the Catholic Church in Austra-
lasia is to march to the peaceful conguests of the fature,
The Sydney Catholic Congress is a sacred and fitting com-
memoration and thank-ziving for the graces and triumphs
of the nineteenth century ; it is the evidence of a conscious
strength and fervid energy in the present ; it is the earneat
of a bounding hepe in the high possibilities of the Church
in Australasia in the century which is so soon to dawn
upon us.
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A very enjoyable game of football between the Catholic Literary
Sovieties of Dunedin and South DGunedin took place on Saturday
last. Great intercst was taken in the match, which resulted in a
draw. each side scoring six points.

An Invereargill correspondent informs us that Miss Carrie
Shechan, & pupil of 8t. Catherine’s Dominican Convent, has passed
the exaumination in the theory of music, held nnder the auspices of
the Assogated Board of the Royal Academy of Music and the RRoyal
College of Music. Misa Sheehan gained 77 marks, the mazimum
being Y9,

Mr. J. . M. Frager delivered an interesting address on matters
connected with the Transvaal befora the members of the
South Dunedin Catholic Institute at the weekly meeting on the jth
inst. The Rev, Father Coffey presided, and a large numhber of
members were pregent, Mr, Fraser spoke for over an hour on war
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