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NEW ZEALAND TABLET,

Joseph's Hall, on Friday night. Allthe items, which were of a high
order of merit, were enthusiastically encored, and the audience was
commensurate with the excellence of the programme. The concert
opened with a planoforte solo played in her usual finished manner
by Mise K, Moloney. Mr, Arthur (. Murphy, lately of Auckland
where he occupied a front place as a vocalist, gave a finished render-
ing of ‘ For all eternity,’ and as an encore number, * Only once more.
Mrm. R, Hudson, jor, sang with tasteand feeling ‘ My dearest heart,’
and in response to an imperative recall, * Love was once,) A very
fine cornet sulo was countributed by Mr, R, Philips, and on instru-
mental trio (piano, mandoline and flute) was fanltlessly played by
Mre, J. Griffien, and Mewsrs. Mcllroy and T. Doehan, both items
having to be repeated The first part of the programme concluded
witha recitation by Mr. L. Morria, a pentieman who has a fine delivery
and considerable dramatic ability. It is nesdless to say that he had
to respond to the inevitable encore. An exquisitely played mando-
Yine solo by Mr, J. A, Mcllroy opened the second part of the enter-
ment, Mr, T. Hussey gave 8 *plendid rendering of the ' Charmed
cup, his encore number being ' Vanity, It in unnecesmary to say
that Miss Rose Blaney gave an artistic rendering of ‘Tell me the
love,” as nothing else would be expectad, and although at first she
bowed her acknowledgments to the call for an encore, the audience
wonld not be satisfied until she had complied by singing, in a
charming manner, the ‘ Slumber song.' Miss Bush showed the range
of her abilities as a reciter by her two contributions, s pathetic, and
a humorous piece. In the firet, ' Around the bivouae, she took her
andience with her to the battlefield and showed them with much
dramatic skill the eoldier aa a father reading a letter from his child,
and in the other entitled ‘ Miss £dith helps things along,’ ehe gave
them an insight into the lighter side of things in her delineation of
the part of a candid child who enlightens a visitor with regard to
family matters. Messrs, Eagar and B, Stevens were very warmly
applanded for their singing of ¢ Excelsior,’ and another instromental
trio by Mrs. J. Griffen, snd Messra, J. A, Mcliroy and T. Deehan
brought one of the best and most enjoyable entertainments ever
given in the hall to a close. The accompanists during the evening
were Mre, J. Griffen and Misses Moloney and Bush, It may be here
mentioned that the stage was furnished as a drawing room, this
being the work of Misses Martin (2) and Parton, who also presided
over the refreshment table. The energetic secretary, Mc. Pavletich,
deserves a word of praise for the manner in which the concert was
carried out, During the interval the Rev. Father Murphy took the
opportunity of heartily thanking the performers for their services,
and also the audience for their attendance.

NEW ZEALAND: GENERAL.
—————— -

Tar Hon. JJohn McKenzie, ex-Minister of Lands, is not pro
gressing as rapidly as his many friends would wish.

THE Wellington Law Sogiety bave roceived a cable stating that
Mr. Jellicoe's appeal againat the decision of the Appeal Court was
dismissed.

Mg. 0. MEwWHIN¥NEY, who has acted for some years as private
secretary to the Hon, John M'Kenzie, ex-Minister of Lands, takes
up the same position with the new Minister, the Hon, T, Y.
Duncan,

Tur address which was presented to Captain Hayhurst by the
tenants of the Green Hayes estate was illuminated on opal by the
Sisters of St. Joseph, Temuka, The work was done with much
taste and skitl.

A venry large demand exists for Crown land in the Auckland
provinee just now. The Star learns that in February next a big
area is to be thrown open in the King Country on the other side of
Kawhia, This land is said to he of splendid quality.

THe New Zealand Tomes states that Mr. J Grattan Grey, the
late chief of the Ifantard reporting staff, intends leaving the
Colony by the San Francisco ma-l stenmer Moana on August 27th,
en route for L ndon, where he will engage in journalistic work,

THE Nelson (vionss states thar recently Mr. Beck, who has a
gtation some dirtance inland from Tupar a, iound on his property a
gplendid opal. The stone is highly colored and of good guality,
and the d'scoverer intends making further exploration in the
locality,

EowirD COLLEY, a cabinetmaker, was fined £2, with £4 63
costs, by the Arbitration Court, Wellington, at the instance of the
Furniture Trade Union, for having employed an incompetent
jourpeyman without a permit, this constituting & breach of the
award.

TxE Meibourne _lgr says : ‘ New Z:aland's recent development
of military enthusiasm is another evidence that the tendency to
exaggeration is extreme, and iz unlikely to be approved by New
Zealand in her cocler moments, nor be imitated by the Common-
wenlth,’

Tye Royal Commission, appointed by the Government, is now
engsgod in hearing evidence with regard to certain charges against
the mauagement of St. Mary’s Orphanage, Stoke. Nelson, Lateron,
when we have the whole of the evidence before us, we will deal
with the matter.

Mrss JANE ANNE MoLLoY, who has been appointed to a position
in the Nelson State school (eays the Inargalua Times), wua enter-
tained at the convent prior to her departure, Many expressions of
regret at Miss Molloy’s departure were indulged in by some of her
friends present, and numergus good wishes expressed for her futnre
success and happiness,

THE Austrianm whao arrived in Auckland last week from
Bydney were permitted to land, a bond bhaving been entered into

that they would not become dependent upon the Btate for their
support. Forty have eince arrived, and 100 are on their way from
Dalmatia, while 200 are erpeoted next September. In reply to
local protests, the Premier points out that the emigration is agsinet
the wishes of the Austrian Government, and an evasion of the Kauri

Gum Industry Act, II the Austrians attempt to come here decided
action will be taken.

ADVICE has been received in Wellingion of the death in
England of Lieatenant-colonel Russall, father of Captain Russell,
MH.R.; aged 89 years. The deceased gentleman was [ormerly
lieutenant-colonel in the 58th Regiment, Having taken part in
the Munort wars, he purchased land in the Hawke's Bay disiriot of
New Zealand, and for sowme years resided in the Colony, being for
geveral years a member of the Lepialptive Council, and from
October, 1865, to Augunt, 1868, Minister of Native Affairs in thé
Stafford Ministry,

TrE London correspondent of the Dunedin Evening Star
writing underdate June 8, says : Dr. aud Mrs. Mackin, of Welling-
ton, are in Londen again for a long stay. They had some idem of
visiting Egypt and the Holy Land on their way over, but found that
they would have been so fully and frequently quarantined that t!
came straight on to Marscilles in the ‘Australia.’ After o trip
Monte Carlo, where they were fortunate enough to see the Princess’s
Palace, they ‘did ' the Exhibition in Paris, ‘Too much to see and
too much to psy ' waa the verdict Dr. Mackin pronounced upon ite
attractions. After = week in London Dr, Mackin purposes crossing
ta the Emerald Isle to spend a couple of months with his mother at
Rostrevor. After a sufBolent holiday he is going in for post.
geaduate course at the leading hoepitals, and intends to devate
some time to a study of the methods of the Pastour Institute.

Zlansard of July 20 gives the following instance of & peculiarly’
harassing mode of persecution! that has been lately put into force
in Napier under the mzis of the law : Mr, Field (for Mr. A. L, D,
Fraser, Napier) asked the Minister of Education whether he had
seen u report in the Napier Daily Telegraph of the 16th instant of
a prosecution in the Stipendiary Magistrate’s Court at Napier, of
namber of persona for allowing their children to attend the Catholio
schools without exemption by the Public School Committes, and
whether he approves of the action ; and also whether such prosecn-
tiona were luid with his cognisance and approval? He had been
asked by the Member for Napier to put this question on his behalf.
It had been that honorable member's intention to introduce the
question at some length—at much greater length than he (Mr,
Field) was able to do ; but he had a note of two or thres facta con-
nected with the case which he desired to bring nnder the notice of
the Minister. The facts, he understood, were already fully before
the Minister. It appeared that wunder ‘The Hducation Act,
1877, and ‘ The School Attendsnce Act, 1894, parents may
apply for sm exemption certificate from the local School
Committee when their children are attending any school ont.
side a puodlic school. This meant that where children
were attending colleges, private schools, or Catholic schools, the;
were open to prosecution unless they had that certificate. The chil-
dren referred to in this queastion, it was admitted, were attending a
Catholic school or schools, in common with thousands of other chil-
dren in the Colony who were attending schools outside the Stata
schools, and in respect of whom no certificates were obtained, It
was understood that this law had been much more honored in the
breach than in the observance, and it was guite unusual to see &
prosecution in such a case. In this case a proeecution had bheen
ingtituted, and it was done under such circumstances that it had
cnused much indignation throughout the district.—Mr Hall-Jones
(Minister for Public Works) atated that the Minister of Ednecation
was not aware of these proceedings, nor had he the power to inter-
fere, the whole matter being entirely under the control of the Board
of Education. It did, however, seem to be a most extrasrdinary
thing that where children were attending school, and it was known
that they were attending school, their parents should have sum-’
monses served upon them and brought into Court, This was not
the case in one or two inatances, he believed, but in from twenty to
twenty-five. The position, he believed, had since changed. The
Hawke's Bay Eduncation Board had held a meeting during the week
and the trnancy officer who had initiated these proceedings had hu{
his pervices dispensed with—he had been retired or dismissed, He
(Mr, Hall-Tones) doubted very much if there was any other Board
of E incation in the Coleny that would have taken such proceelings,
and the chairman, he believed, had since resigned. The chairman,
when the matter came before the Board of Education, judging from -
the newspaper report, was the only member of the Board who sup-
portel the officer in what he had done.

THE TROUBLE IN CHINA,

e
b

No definite news with regard to the fate of the Legations at Pekin
has come to hand ag yet. One day we are informed that all the
foreignera in the capital had been massacred, and the next the
report ia contradicted—the contradiction generally coming from a.
Chinese source,

A message from Hongkong, on July 29, states the Chinese
representing the Bussian Bank at Pekin confirm the news of the
massucre of the Legations. They assert that the Ministera killed
their families when thae Legations wers stormed rather than allow
them fall into the hands of the Chinesa,

Reports of massacres of missionaries in varioua provinces have
been ciroulated, Nine members of the China Inland Mission were
maseacred at Chekiang., The Boxers on July 8 attecked thpg
missiona at Paotingfu, killiag & foreign physician and 2000 con.
verts,

EINGSLAND & FERIUSON.

UNDERTAKERS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS, &rEr AND DxE STRER®S,
INvercangirt. Fanerals conduoted to or from any paré of Souihlana,

{ Every description of Monuments Sta:k, We supply and ereot a)] kinda of grave fonoss. Tasoriptions neatly out. Telephone, 26,



