
that they would not become dependentupon the State for their
support. Forty have since arrived,and 100 areon their wayfromDalmatia, while 200 are expeoted next September. In reply to
local protests, thePremier pointsout that the emigrationis against
the wishes of the AustrianGovernment,and an evasionof theKauri
Gum Industry Act, If the Auetriansattempt tocomeheredecided
action will be taken.

Advice has been received in Wellington of the death in
England of Lieutenant-colonelRussell, father of Captain Russell,
M.H.R.; aged 89 years. The deceased gentleman was formerly
lieutenant-colonelin the 58th Regiment. Having taken part in
the Maori wars,he purchased land in the Hawke's Bay districtofNew Zealand,and for some years resided in the Colony, being forseveral years a member of the Legislative Council, and fromOctober, 1865, to August,1866, Minister of Native Affairs in the.StaffordMinistry.

The London correspondent of the Dunedin Ecening StartwritingunderdateJune 8, says:Dr.and Mrs. Mackin,of Welling-
ton,are in London again for a long stay. They had some ideaofvisitingEgypt and theHolyLandon their wayover,but found thatthey wouldhavebeenso fully and frequentlyquarantinedthat thej
came straight on to Marseilles in the 'Australia.' After a trip to
MonteCarlo, wherethey werefortunateenough tosee thePrincess'sPalace,they

'
did
'

theExhibitionin Paris. 'Too much to seeand
toomuch topay

'
was the verdictDr. Mackin pronounced upon its

attractions. After a weekinLondonDr.Mackin purposes crossing
to the EmeraldIsle tospend acouple of months withhismotherat
Rostrevor. After a sufficient holiday he is going in for post;
graduate course at the leading hospitals,and intends to devote
some time toa study of themethodsof thePasteur Institute.

Hansardof July 20 gives the following instanceof a peculiarly
harassing mode of persecutioni that has been latelyput into force
inNapierunder the aegis of the law :Mr. Field (for Mr. A. L.D.Fraser,Napier) asked the Minister of Education whether he had
seen areportin the Napier Daily Telegraph of the 16th instant of
a prosecutionin theStipendiary Magistrate's CourtatNapier,of a
numberof persons for allowing their childrento attend the Catholic
schools without exemptionby the Public School Committee, and
whetherhe approves of the action;and also whethersuch prosecu-
tions werelaid withhis cognisance and approval? He had been
askedby theMember forNapier to put this questionon hisbehalf/
Ithad been that honorable member's intention to introduce the
question at some length— at much greater length than he (Mr.
Field) wasable to do;but he had anoteof two or three factscon-
nected with the case whichhe desired to bring under thenotice of
the Minister. The facts,he understood,were, already fully before
the Minister. It appeared that under

'
The Education Act,

1877,' and 'The School Attendance Act, 1894,' parents may
apply for aa exemption certificate from the local School
Committee when their children are attending any school out-
side a public school. This meant that where children
were attending colleges, private schools, or Catholic schools, they
wereopen toprosecutionunless theyhad that certificate. The chil-1
drenreferred to in tbisquestion,it wasadmitted, wereattendinga
Catholic sohool or schools, incommon with thousands of other chil-
dren in the Colony who were attending schools outside the State
schools, and in respect of whom no certificates were obtained. It
was understood that this law hadbeen much more honored in the
breach thanin the observance,and it was quite unusual to see a
prosecution in such a case. In this case a prosecution hadbeen
instituted,and it was done under such circumstances that it had
caused much indignation throughout the district.

—
Mr Hall-Jones

(Minister for Public Works) stated that the Ministerof Education
wasnot aware of theseproceedings, nor had he the power tointer-
fere, the wholematter being entirely under the control of theBoard
of Education. It did,however, seem to be a most extraordinary
thing that where children were attending school,andit wasknown
that they were attending1 school, their parents should have sum*'
monses served upon them and brought into Court. This wasnot
the case inoneor two instances,hebelieved,but in from twenty to
twenty-five. The position, he believed, had since changed. The
Hawke's Bay EducationBoard had held a meetingduring the week,
and the truancy officer who had initiated these proceedings had had
bis servicesdispensed with

—
hehad been retired or dismissed. He

(Mr. Hall-Jones) doubted very much if there wasany other Board
of Elucation in the Colony that wouldhave taken suchproceedings,
and thechairman, he believed,had since resigned. The chairman,
when thematter came before theBoard ofEducation, judging from '
thenewspaper report, was the only member of the Board whosup-
ported the officer in whathe haddone.

THE TROUBLE IN CHINA.

Nodefinitenews withregard to the fate of the Legations atPekin
has come to handasyet. One day we are informed that all the
foreigners in the capital had been massacred, and the next the
report is contradicted

—
the contradiction generally ooming from a

Chinese source.
A message from Hongkong, on July 29, 6tates the Chinese

representing the Russian Bank at Pekin confirm thenewsof the
massacre of the Legations. They assert that the Ministers killed
theii families when the Legations were stormed rather thanallow
them fall into the hands of theChinese.

Reportsof massacres of missionariesin various provinceshare
been circulated. Ninemembers of the China Inland Mission were
massacred at Chekiang. The Boxers on July 8 attacked the
missions at Paotiogfu, killing a foreign physician and 2000 con*
verts.

The Hon. John McKenzie, ex-Minißter of Lands,is not pro
pressing as rapidly ashis many friends would wish.

The Wellington Law Society have receiveda cable stating that
Mr. Jellicoe's appeal against the decision of the Appeal Court waa
dismissed.

Mb. 0. Mewhinney, who has acted for someyearsasprivate
secretary to the Hon.John M'Kenzie, ex-Minister of Lands, takes
up the same position with the new Minister, the Hon. T. Y.
Duncan.

The address which was presented to Captain Hayhurst by the
tenants of the Green Hayes estate was illuminated on opal by the
Sisters of St. Joseph, Temuka, The work was done with much
tasteand skill.

A vkry large demand exists for Crown land in the Auckland
province just now. The Star learns that in Februarynext abig
area is tobe thrown open in the King Country on theother sideof
Kawhia. This landis said to be of splendid quality.

The Xew Zealand Tnnei states thatMr. J Grattan Grey, the
late chief of the Haunard reporting staff, intends leaving the
Colony by the San Francisco ma*l steamer Moana onAugust 27th.
en route for L ndon, where he will engage in journalistic work.

The Nelson fohmmt states that recently Mr. Beck, who has a
sta+ion pome distance inland from Tupar a,iound on his property a
gj>lendid opal. The stone is highly colored and of good quality,
and the d'scoverec intends making further exploration in the
locality.

Edwahd Colley, a cabinetmaker, was fined £2, with £,\ Oi
costs,by the Arbitration Court, Wellington, at the instance of the
Furniture Trade Union, for having employed an incompetent
journeyman without a permit, this constituting a breach of the
award.

The Melbourne A<jr says:'New Zealand's recent development
of military enthusiasm is another evidence that the tendency to
exaggeration is extreme,and is unlikely to be approved by New
Zealand in her coder moments,nor be imitatedby the Common-
wealth.'

TheRoyal Commission, appointed by the Government, is now
engagedin hearingevidencewith regard tocertain charges against
themanagement of St. Mary's Orphanage, Stoke.Nelson. Later on,
when wehave the whole of the evidence before us, we will deal
with the matter.

MissJane AnneMoixoy,whoh»s been appointed to aposition
in theNelson State school (says the lnangahua Times'), was enter-
tained at the conventprior to her departure. Many expressionsof
regret at Miss Molloy'adeparture were indulged in by someof her
friends present,andnumerousgood wishes expressedfor her future
success and happiness.

The Austrians who arrived in Auckland last week from
Sydney were permitted to land,a bond having been entered into

Thursday, August 2,1900.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Joseph'sHall,on Fridaynight. Allthe items,whichwereofahigh
order of merit, were enthusiastically encored, and the audience was
oommensurate with the excellenceof theprogramme. The concert
openedwith a pianofortesolo played in her usual finishedmanner
by Miss K. Mojoney. Mr.Arthur G. Murphy, lately of Auckland
wherehe occupieda frontplaceas a vocalist,gavea finishedrender-
ing of 'For alleternity,' andas anencorenumber, 'Only oncemore.'
Mrs. R.Hudson, jnr., sang with tasteand feeling'Mydearest heart,'
andin response to an imperative recall,'Love was once.' A very
fine cornet solo was contributed byMr.E. Philips, and aninstru-
mental trio (piano,mandoline and flute) was faultlessly played by
Mrs. J. Griffen, aud Me.-grs. Mcllroy and T. Dcehan, both items
having tobe repeated The first part of theprogramme concluded
witha recitationby Mr. L.Morris,a gentlemanwhohaa afinedelivery
andconsiderabledramatic ability. Itis needless to say thathe had
to respondto the inevitable encore. An exquisitely played mando-
line solo by Mr.J. A.Mcllroy opened the secondpart of the enter-
ment. Mr. T.Hussey gavea tplendid rendering of the

'
Charmed

cup,' his encore number being 'Vanity.' It is unnecessary to Bay
that Miss Rose Blaney gave an artistic rendering of "Tell me the
love,' as nothing else would be expected, and although at first she
bowed her acknowledgments to the call for anencore, the audience
would not be satisfied until she had complied by singing, in a
charmingmanner,the 'Slumber song.' Miss Bushshowed therange
of her abilities as a reciter by her twocontributions, apathetic, and
ahumorous piece. Inthe first, 'Around thebivouac,' she took her
audience withher to thebattlefield and showed them with much
dramatic skill the eoldier aaa father readinga letter fromhischild,
and in the otherentitled

'
Miss Edith helps things along,' she gave

them an insight into thelighter side of things in her delineationof
thepart of a candidchild who enlightens a visitor with regard to
family matters. Messrs. Eagar and B.Stevens were very warmly
applauded for theirsinging of 'Excelsior,'and anotherinstrumental
trio by Mrs. J.Griffen, and Messrs. J.A. Mcllroy and T.Deehan
brought one of the best and most enjoyable entertainments ever
given in the hall toa close. The accompanists during the evening
were Mrs.J. Griffen andMisses Moloney andBush. Itmay be here
mentioned that the stage was furnished as a drawing room, this
being the work of Misses Martin(2) and Purton, whoalso presided
over therefreshment table. The energetic secretary,Mr. Pavletich,
deserves a word of praise for the manner in which the concert was
carried out. During the interval the Rev.Father Murphy took the
opportunity of heartilythanking theperformers for their services,
and also the audience for theirattendance.
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