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AN UNWILCOANE VISITOR.

Omne of the Cutholiv chaplains al the front who lelt los tent
for a moment w speak to an officer towmd, on 1eturning, that & <hell
had burst in the nouddle of the ten, <hattering crerytinng within
reach,

THI ONLY NON{ GUBATANTS.

Mr, Chartes Willmms, wriung b be Wermon, Lo 0% on Mr
Bennet Burleirh's advice to rely on Baller, says *If thete 14 any
man alive has taith in Baller 1t is the present wiiler, who tayed
with him in the Bayuda Descrt when all other non-cowbalants,
except Bishop Brindle, had sought safety.

NO MITARING THE NAME.

The Fir-t South Lancashire Regiment, which carried the main
Boer position at Onderhrock Mount, was under the command of
Lieutenant-Colone! M'Carthy-O'Leary. Thia officer is a younger
brothcer of the late Mr. D C. M‘Cartby-O'Leary. formerly well
known in Benalla, in the North-eastern distriet of Victoria, where
he was a member of the legal profession.

WE LIVE AND LEAEN,

A remarkable feature of the war (says the Westmsnster) is the
manner in which the Roman Cathoelic aristocracy, which up toa
few years ago kept so much in the hackground, have come forward,
The Nuke of Norfolk has volunteered for service with his corps,
Lord Gerard is acting as one of 8ir Redvers Buller's A D.C.'s, whilst
Lord Denbigh and others are actively to the fore. And these are
the sons and grandsons of the men whom ithe Duke nf Wellington
and most of the Engli-h aristooracy deemed wo dreadfully danger-
ous that until an Irish demagogue forced their hands they could
not consentito admic them to a seat in the Legidlature, and when,
‘nolens volen- they hal to do so. prophesied the results as only
less terrible than civil war. Traly we live and learn.

HITE NORTH CORKA.

The men of the distriets in North Cork, South Tipperary. and
Fast Limerick. from which the North Corks are recruited. are
(say< the London fhely Filigraph) born fighters, They are of
magnificent phy-igue, nimble wit, anpd indomitable conrage. In
this verion ~ome of the old Trivh fuetions still linper, The * Thiee-
Year-0ld-" and * Twa-Yer-OLi=! the * Canavats’ and ' Rhanavats)
now and then provoke one another by - twirling * their <hilleiaghs,
and break one anothor's heads when they have spoled for a ficht
too leng, A< the fine fellows who huve pone to the front were
moving off a fow duys ago i the tram sowe of the crowd ealled
to tham ' Guol luck 1o yeo bays. Ye are woing 1o huve a fight,
anyhow @ but what ~pdeare veto beont” * What's that 10 do with
vou '’ was the ansvor, *We are polng to see fair pluy, anyway,
In weeing * fuir play  na <oldive of the Queen will zive u hetter
account of them=clves thau these North Cork - boy-,

THU LINE=1T INEANTRY IN UL waRLD,

e, Winton Chmicnlll the war corre-pondent, writing from
Spearman’s Canp.oun Japnay 2 to the Lomdon Merweuy Pt
ey —ihe infantry weore patenty holdmg the captured position
on a ~pur al the olgze of the pldean all day yestorday under a
hara-~my bombariment by the Doer aitillery. The deish regiment
wos e apased 1o an annoy g eross-lre from Crensot and Masim shell
cuny,  The caswalties were howover, shight—=about a dosen up to
noon. The domewonr of ne troeps nieder this tire, which they
have now drape poassavidy for tlivee day-, hos Leen mo-t admirable,
The quality of tee povat e ~oldi v~ wonderful, Dunng the morn-
ing | visited e Inshe infantry sowseonye helf-an-hour, iz which
fune 1 oshe Iy awd o dischiarged from & Maxun <hell pan,
cxplonal e the re-cnttant ansle where the sheltering soldters were
ruioking and plong cands or <lecpinge utlerly unmoved,  They
are strll the fuest infantry au the world—cheory. digmfied. and
aaguilicent.

PLOGLER DUNN 01 THE DUBLIYT | U-ILIERS,

A Hone exchange of Debraary 17 says that the Queen has
commanded Dne'or Dunn of the 1s¢ Boyal Dubhin Fusiliers, to
proceed  ta O-lLarne. her Mapesly being desbrous of  secing
the lad and  reecving ks photooraph. Dunn reccived  the
taeer ~  eominatel by telogsraph threugh Lieatenant-Gencral
Bir Baker-Ro-~c1l Laowtenant-ruvernor of Port=moulth whee
the bugler his boon slaymy <inee Ind disehmipge from
Netley Ho-pital, attached to o mrhtin Latiadion <latoned 1n
the town,  Dana was the -t on the Dot ~ue io he
wounded ar the orosne of the Tugela Itoer He insiatid on
rushing on with the Iinne hiee when b rechme nt (ried to force the
passage of the Tuaely, tasnzh many a n of the reviment fricd to
Leop Wi back, When Prinee-s Henry of Batienbory and Princesy
Chretian viste d Netley reaendly andashed the Iad whiat he wenld like
the (fueentodotor kv Drnncooplaed— T hope b r Magesty witl wend
me bk to the frout, Sabeequently the lad sud— Lo to bavoa
modal atd thece burs, becarse 1 hime been in thrae engagenents,
and I <tall be very prowd of of,  Tather has only tao bars to his
needal.  ergewnt Drmng the bl s father, 1~ at the tront with his
reggpment the Bayal Dublm Pu-iiers.

CHRISTMAS AT VAL LKING,

Renter's eorre-pondent at Mafeking give- the following acenunt
of how Chri-tna~ wa~ ebeerved by the Catholics of the beleagured
town —

Chris~tmas Tve waseclebrated by the Roman Catholicsin Mateking
with a Madnight Mas. The whole town was enveloped in Btygian
darkness, and 1 enuld only tind my road by the aid of flashes of
sheet lightning reflected from an oncoming storm. The scene was
indecd immpressive. At the far end of the room six great tapers

or Catalogue (mention this paper),

THE FAMOUS " VICTORY " SEWING MAGHINE,

pleamed through the darkness, The windows had been sovered
with the veils of the nuns, lest the enemy, secing the light, should
be tempted to open fire.  Arcund the altar the black-robed figures
of tho kneeling Risters contrasted strangely with the white silken
vestinents of the priest, Father Ogle, whe officiated, and with the
haugings of the altar 1self,  DBchind the nuns a motley group,
wostly of 1nen, and numbering some forty, was gathered,  Most of
us were booted anid spurred, and if one had looked into the passage
outside the chapel he maght have found the ritles and bandoliers of
the worrhippers ready for use at any moment. As the Mass com-
meneed ever and seain vivid flavhes of lightnine illuminated the
whole room, piercing the veiling of the windows, huilstones rattled
on the ronf, and omaeia of wind rushed throngh the passages, vausing
the tapers to flicker. A few who had the npportanity made con-
fersion and communicnted. Then the priest gave us his blessing,
and we went out into the early morning.

A DRUMMER BOY,

_ B. Fitzgerald, a drummer-lad in the Inniskilling Fusiliers,
writes to his mother :—* Well, mother, it isa mystery to me how I
am ahive to-day. On the day of the batile (Colenso) | had many a
narrow shave. I was knocked over twice by the bursting of cannon
balls at my side. My helmet was knockel off by a piece of shell,
but I came out of it without a seratch, I risked my life that day.
I went for reinforcements, and 1 dressed the wounds of fellows in
the firing line while the shot and ehell were flying, I was near
being taken prisoner, only the Boer who had me was a decent sort
of ¢hap. He was able to speak Tinglish, and we had a few words
together. The colonel told me be could not express in words what
he thourht of me for my coolness under fire, and the way I assiated
him 1 every possible manner that day in the carrying ont of his
prders. I stuck with him everywhere Ewven if 1 get nothing, it
is ali right to know that the colonel and all the officers think me a
brave lad. I will die contented on the battlefield as long as I have
done honor to the good old name of Fitzgerald, and kept up the
credit of the drwmnmer-boys of our army., Although [ am only s
drummer-lad I have shown them that the good old Irish blood is in
my veins. When the battle was over I weunt down to the Tugela,
and { eould have drunk it dry—I was so thirsty t I had given my
own water bottle to a poor chap who was dying, and he said, “ God
bless yon! ' 1t was an awful sight to see the men dying on the
field, some praying, and others saying s few farewell words to
chums,  One poor fellow said to me, “ Tell my mother I am dying
Itke a <oldier,” Tverybody died bravely fighting. Out of 15 in my
tent. only six of us came cut of the battle safely,” A second letter
trom Fitzgerald is as follows .—* Just a few lines to let you kuow
hew Tam getting on, T have been promoted corporal, The general
~ail I was too young to be made =erpeant. I may be able to distin-
sut-h my-elfl again some tnne daring the war. I ecannot make it
vt —it did not seem as if I was on o battlefield all that day.

ALLLGYD PILLAGE O THE NEWCA-TLE CONVENT,

We have receivel s long letter from a correspondent {says the
fatholie Loaes) in which he dwells upon the hostility of the Boers
towards the Caihobie religion, and repeats the charge made in the
letter from 3r, bard which we pubhished la<t week to the effect
that they piliaged and desecrated the convent at Newcastle, He
quotes the following pa~<age trom a loster of the Dowminican nun,
Sister Mary leginald, wha is now at TMelermaritzburyg :—* After
having looted our convent and destroyed everything sacred therein,
the Boers vented all their rage on the chupel, breaking statues and
cruetlizes, aml then tramphing them under foot, It is awful to
thnk of the ficndish desecration they carried on in the House of
Grod, and this is but the literal truth.'  fu fairness to those who are
thus acgensed, we ptated last week that Father Hammer, who
entered Neweastle ay chaplain with the Boer forces, in mentioning
the abandonment, say+ nothing of any pillaging, and that Father
Bawlry, who is also with the Boer forces, says in the Prefefes
snnalie that - the Government and all its officiala bave been kind-
ness and courtesy it-elf to the priests and religions. The same
charge was made against the Boers in a letter from a German
Dominican nun at Pietermaritzhnrg publisbed by our contemporary,
the Aeinedche Vollszedtnng.  Therenpon Father Tresch, O.M1,a
Tran-vaal Mrssionary, now in Germany, wrote as follows to the
piper ‘' Yeoterday [ read with real astonishment, that is to say in
& unbelieving spint, the artiele in your paper under the heading
“Sufferings of the Dominican Nuons ie South Afriea,” but was
pleased to sce that you questioned some of the statements, Permit
me therefore to give you some information. The Sister in question
enye in her letter, “Une evening late, about eleven o'elock, the
order came suddenly that all the Sisters must be off in half-an-
hour,” Certainly. but by whom was the order given! By the
Boers! No, but by the Rev. Father Ford, the chaplain to the
Sislers, who i an LEnglishman., I am personally well acguainted
with Fatber T'urd and the Sisters at Newcastle, and last April T
visited the convent, The Sisters lett through fear, at the order of
their chaplain,  Had they remained in the convent, they would, as
yon intimute, Lave remained quite undisturhed.  We have a number
of conventis 1in South Africa, and nowhere has n sinrle convent
~affered anything so far at the hands of the Boers dunng the war.
In the Transvaal the tiovernment has sought the scrvices of the
Mr<iers a9 nurses, and these services have been gratefully accepted.
‘I he Boers are waging war, but not persecuting women, Of that I
van assure you on my word of honanr, As to what is said ta have
inken place in the convent chapel naturally T can know nothing,
but. a~ you remuark, proofs are wanting to sustain the charges
made,’

WAR SIR ALI'RED MILNER WARNED !

A well-informed correspondent has sent to the Manehester
(fuardian the following statement, as to what took place hetween
General Butler and Sir Alfred Milner, The accuracy of the state-
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