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[Thursday, March 1, 1800,

‘It was cold, but my body was warm enough, buriel o the
enow. I thought of everything that was most distracting: I
thought of my business, of my hest wivl—and, perhaps, ot my ~econd
beat—of my holidsy in England now looming 1n the near and blesscd
future—and after a while I fell asleep.

‘I slept, I suppo=e, for four hours at least, and it may bave
been more. Ope of my ears was frozen slightly, but otherwi-cthe
cold had not hurt me, I lonked eleepily nronnd Lo ke sure that
all waz safe. The maon wae up and T eanld see farly well o a con-
riderable distance.

‘The forest line was indistinet, thengh of ~nuree the (npe of the
trees were clearly ouslined agajust the sky. In tront of the fore-t.
half-way between them and me on my left. wasn row of tree-
stumps that I did not remember—six, seven, nine of theam, It
waa curions that I had not noticed these, for they stood so ~ymnie-
trically, like a line of little black men on <entry-go

*1 rubbed my ear with suoow. releasing my arnuos to do <, and
soon made it comfortable, Then I gluced again, but guite with-
out degign, in the direction of the row of stump~. Thy were not

there !
‘I winked my eyes and loocked again. Certainly they Bal dis
appeared. Was my sight going wrong——-pots 1n the cye er =ome-
p y p :

thing of the kind—the result of the frosi’
viclently all around them and lookel again. Tae stmnps were not
there ; but my eyes felt all right. I must have beea wit-taken.

‘S0 I sat still awhile, and gave mys~clf up to the luxury of
thought. T was going to England, 1 had done well in my husiuess,
and I might marry if 1 chose, and if someone else cho-e. The thing
;}vas, did I choose! I hiked girls, and this gl perbaps be-t of them,

ut——

‘Bndenly my meditations were broken by a <cund which posi-
tively made my blood run cold : it always does whenever I hear it,
and uunder any circumstances—the howl of a wolf; the dreariest,
saddest, weirdest, uncanniest cry that ever was selected by one of
God’s creatures to convey information to a brother of hixilik, or, it
may be, to relieve his own feelings. It was doubly weird, trebly
terrifying mow—when the sound hetokened extremely serious
things for me, and sinee it was. moreover, much nearer than I had
ever heard it before.

* At the same moment, slowly turning my head in the direction
whence the howling proceeded, I observed that the nine stumps
which [ had seen on my left now stood in a row on my right.

‘ Then I recognised those tree-stumps. and recogniced alzo my
position, which was most unenviable I canassure you. The stumps
were, of icourse, wolves—nine of them. ~eated upon their haunches
and watching me: licking their }ip-, no doubt. and trying o pluck
up courage to run in and win,

‘T waved my armas and uttered a shout.

- Like a dieam the creatures vanished, scudding for the rover
of the pines a- thoigh the Evil One were after them,

*»Come,” I thought, © you are far from worded np u~ yet, my
friends! There may still be a chauce fur me if 1 ke p iny heal

*As a matter of fact, a wolf is a great coward until he iv -0
hungry that famine and de-peration compel him to disregard
danger for his stomach’s sake. Fhe winter had not been a very
cold cne. however. and these waolves were probably by no imeans
starving ; if there had Leen botone or two they would not bhave
dared even this mueh ; their numbers had emboldened them.
Lvery companion adds to the plock of a wolf. and in that lay my
danger ; for here were nine wolves and nine wolves are more than
nioe times more dangercus than a single wolf.

‘'resently they were out again and seated upon their hannches
watching me. [ shouted a sccond time, and onee more they td,
but not 8o far as the fore-t line, tarning and squatting this tme
after running a few yanls,  This was a bad <ign. for it meant that
they were beginning to gather courage, I rewaned =tll, anviou-
to see to what extent their courave wonld ava:l them. and whicther
I was to regard the brutes as really dangerous or nut,

FOf u sudden one of them set up a howl. and unather chimed
in, It was just as though he had cried ** Come. boys, there's only
cne, and probably he's almost frozen to death. Let's make a dash
and have him !"—for immediately the whole company ~tarted =i
trotted towards me, suddenly stopping and sgquatting whoen within
about thirty or forty yards.

‘1 donot pretend that I was not frightened  On the eonteary,
I gave myself up for lost as they came nearer and nearer. 1 prayed,
snd then shouted, It was 1o response to my shomt that they
stopped and sat down, But the effect went no further than this .
evidently my shouts no longer preatly territied them since they
folund that these were followed by no physicul injury to them-
pelves.

‘At a distance of forty yards they sat ard watched for an haar.
During this time my couraze rather increased than diminmehad ]
stood up and waved my arms. doing imaginary dumbbell exercies.
This kept me warm, and prevented, it 82 med, a further advance ol
the enemy.

*Then I grew tircd and rested, and almo-t rmmadiately the
brutes advanced another ten or filteen vards, and again ryaatted
upon their haunches and watched wme.  The situation wa- becoming
somewhat desperate,

*Then I took to singing songs, ¥ sang a dozen on end, lawling
them at the top of my voice till T was hoarse 2nd was compelled tn
gtop. Instantly my nine friends advanced —this tims troiting
forward until they sat within ten yarls of me. It was more than
horrible, almost maddening., fIndeed I think 1 prew somewhat
light-headed at this point of my trials, I resemember addressing
the nine grim, squatting brutes in a speech, abusing thew in calm
but coldly-cutting terms—a speech. biting, sarcastic, venemous, but
not, I think, rude. I remonstrated with them, and al-o threatened
them. I had my gun, T told them, and int-nded to blow out the
b}-uilns of the tirst wolf that venturel to come with a four-foot
circle.

I rubbed ithe =kin

fThe wolves seemid th listen with interest. They fidgeted
their feet when [ had tinished speaking, and one or two whined
softly.  One howled aloud—it was terrible ; moreover, it seemed as
if the scund cnconraged the rest, for they moved a very little
closer.

‘1 went throngh wild gymnastical exerci-es, some of which
alirmed them sufliciently to drive them for a momeut or two a few
yards further from e, but they roon returned. and again eat
about me as ¢lin we the nearest peint up to which they had yet
vottured,

*RoJone as Tomoweil or spoke thev cane no nearer, and so the
inatter halted for a period which seemed an eternity, but which
was, [ snppo-e, two ur three hours at mnss, Then I became so
hoarse thit I coull apeak no mare, and was, moreover, 80 W eary
that every wovement. bo-ides being most painful to my injared
limb, wineh the pymnastics bad not relieved. was an cffers for
which T wcarcely now possessel sullcient strength. I felt that I
must sit down awl rest It they calne nearer in eon~equence one
should div at any rate and perhaps the shot would scare the rest, [
sat down aied waited and rested, zun in hand,

fAlnost immediately the wolves began to grow impatient,
Lelieving, 1 suppose, that the tune had nearly arrived when an
attack upnn me might be made with fmp uty, Ouve or two began
to trot round and rousd me—a move which discoucerted me very
muek. for I ¢could not protect wmyself botk 1n front and bebiod at
the sume time, The whining turnzd to snarliog—matters were
coming to a cri-is,

‘suddenly, and almost unexpectedly, for I had not thought
that I should be attacked quite yet, one of the brutes rushed in,
open-mouthed and long-tosthed, uttering no sound bus a kind of
indrawn snarl @ he had actually fixed his teeth in my leg—partially
protected by the felt-lined leather knee-boot that I wore—before [
was aware of his wntentions. I felt the drag of his jaws as he
pulled at my fle<h, his teeth firmly fixed in my calf, his deeire being,
I suppose, to haul me away among his comrades, to betorn to pieces
at discretion,

‘He had, I think, dragged me a little way before I brought my
gun o bear upon him, and fired,

* His jaws relaxed their hold and his eyes dimmed, he fell back-
wards from me, recoscred himeelf and sparled viciously, looking
like an angry devi! and striving to gather himself together, as
though to spring vpon me. but in & moment he fell back again.
dying.

I looked about, haying struggled to my feet, for the rest, club-
bing my gun far a last fight., They were gane,

*Not for long, however, Inch by inch I saw them creep back
until, within a quarter of an hour, they syuatted and walked and
trotted a- hefore, licking their lips aud snarling, within five yards
of me, but keeping their distance.

*Suddenly one miude a dart. I thouzht be meant to pull me
down, and was ready for him with clubbed gun. vut he seized his
stul stragghing comrade by the foot and dragred him away.

s Inimediately the other seven tell upon him and hi~ prize, and
a saarhing, growhne, rewinge, tearivg mateh began, wihneh lasted for
au bour ar wre—nutl the vight hal picked the one to pieces and
swallowed every partiele of him save his bones—a devilish cannibal
orygte, inde ed, by undoubredly my salvation,

* Pur whether their weird medd had sitisfied them, or whether
the oncoming of dawn rominded them that theirr deeds were deeds
ot darkness and would not bewa the light of day. or whether, their
hunger «ati-h=1 1t -wdlenly scruck them that [ was a dangerous
thing and pight ot any woment sprt fire at thewm, even as I had
faunched ot at the late Lunoveed obpeet of their supper, whatever
the cau~c. they drew ofl by ones and twos, and the howling of the
last ot the crew divd mway in the di-tance ot the torest,

*Tris was a go 1 opportunity to faint, and [ availed myself of
1t ~0 thoroughly that when wy friends arrived uponn my track at
abaut exght or nine in the mormng [ was »t1ll as insensible as the
picked bones of iy victim, which lay, a3 wituess to my adventure,
15 yard- wway. 11 the spot to which he had beea dragyged for the
fea~t — DD Wittspaw i fuplern Magazin,
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AUSTRIA —A Catholic University.—The Catholics of
Augstris have an associztion for erceti-w a Catholic University at
Salvbure, The Catholic University fund amounts to a million
mark-.

BEAVARIA—Appointment of a Papal Nuncio—Mer.
Cesare Rambucetti, itular Archbishop of Carinth, and Secretary of
Uere monial, has been nominated by his Holiness to the Apostolic
Nunciatuze of Bavariz. 1t may be remembered that Mgr. Sambu-
cetti was the Prelute appointed by Leo X[IL as delegate to England
on the late oceasion of the (}ueen’s Jubilee, and it was then said that
he was one of the most distingaizhed-locking represcntatives present
on that ceeasion,

BELGIUM.—Catholic Joarnalists and the Holy Father.
The Beluian Catholis journali-ts have this year renewed the hand-
some New Year's gitt of a goodly round sum which they offered Pope
Leo XIIT. last year. Sobseription lists were opened by every
Catholie journal, This, of course, is in addition to the usnal Peter's
Pence subscribed. o a special audience granted the Belgian journa-
lists Iast year when they presented their New Year's gift. his
Ioliness remarked that the money would be devoted to the needs
of the 8yrian. Chaldean, and Melchite patriarchs who were in sore
want.



